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Tonal Harmony 7th
Edition Workbook

Answer Key

Mastering
Music
Theory with
the Tonal
Harmony 7th
Edition
Workbook
Answer Key

For generations of music
s t u d e n t s ,  T o n a l
Harmony  by  Stefan
Kostka,  Dorothy  Payne,
and  Byron  Almén  has
served  as  the  definitive

t e x t b o o k  f o r
understanding  the
structure and function of
Western  music.  The
a c c o m p a n y i n g
workbook  is  where
theory  meets  practice,
offering  hundreds  of
exercises that challenge
s t u d e n t s  t o  a p p l y
concepts  l ike  chord
progressions,  voice
leading,  and  harmonic
analysis.  However,
every dedicated student
eventually encounters a
m o m e n t  o f
uncertainty—a  tricky
figured  bass  realization



o r  a  p e r p l e x i n g
modulation—and  it  is
precisely  here  that  the
Tonal  Harmony  7th
Edition  Workbook
Answer  Key  proves
invaluable.  This  guide
explores how to use this
resource  effectively,
what  it  contains,  and
how  it  can  transform
your  study  of  music
theory from a frustrating
grind  into  a  rewarding
intellectual pursuit.

What Is the Tonal
Harmony 7th
Edition Workbook?

T h e  w o r k b o o k
accompany ing  the
seventh edition of Tonal
Harmony is designed to
reinforce the theoretical
concepts  presented  in
each chapter. It contains
a  w i d e  a r r a y  o f
exercises, including part
writing  from  Roman

n u m e r a l s ,
h a r m o n i z a t i o n  o f
melodies,  analysis  of
real  musical  excerpts,
and  composit ion  of
sho r t  passages  i n
various  styles.  These
exercises are not merely
busywork;  they  are
carefully  sequenced  to
build  proficiency
gradually,  from  simple
triads in root position to
complex  chromatic
h a r m o n i e s  a n d
modulations.

The workbook is divided
in to  chapters  that
correspond  directly  to
the textbook, making it
easy to coordinate your
study.  Each  chapter
begins  with  basic  drills
and progresses to more
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
appl icat ions.  Many
students  find  that
c o m p l e t i n g  t h e s e
exercises  is  the  single
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most  effective  way  to
internalize  the  rules  of
tonal  harmony—far
more  effective  than
simply  reading  the
textbook  alone.

The Role of the
Answer Key in
Self-Study

Let  us  be  clear  about
w h a t  t h e  T o n a l
Harmony  7th  Edition
Workbook  Answer
Key is and is not. It is a
reference  tool  that
p r o v i d e s  c o r r e c t
s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e
workbook exercises. It is
not a shortcut to avoid
doing  the  work.  The
most  successful  music
students use the answer
key  as  a  diagnostic
i n s t r u m e n t :  t h e y
attempt  each  exercise
diligently,  then  check
their  work  against  the
key  to  identify  errors

and misunderstandings.

This  process  of  self-
correction is one of the
most  powerful  learning
strategies  available.
When you discover that
your  vo ice  leading
contains parallel fifths or
that your chord spelling
is incorrect, the mistake
becomes  memorable.
T h e  a n s w e r  k e y
transforms  a  vague
feeling  of  uncertainty
into  precise,  actionable
f e e d b a c k .  U s e d
properly,  it  accelerates
l e a r n i n g  f a r  m o r e
effectively  than  waiting
days  for  a  teacher  to
r e t u r n  g r a d e d
assignments.

Key Concepts
Covered in the
Workbook

The workbook exercises
span the entire range of



tonal  harmony,  from
foundational  principles
to advanced techniques.
Understanding  what
each  section  expects
will  help  you  use  the
a n s w e r  k e y  m o r e
strategically.

Part Writing and
Voice Leading

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t
challenging  aspect  of
tona l  ha rmony  fo r
beg inners  i s  vo ice
leading—the  art  of
moving individual voices
smoothly from chord to
chord.  The  workbook
inc ludes  dozens  of
exercises requiring four-
part  chorale  writing  in
S A T B  f o r m a t .  T h e
a n s w e r  k e y
demonstrates  correct
spacing,  doubling,  and
motion, showing exactly
how to avoid forbidden
p a r a l l e l s ,  h i d d e n

octaves,  and  awkward
leaps.  Students  often
report  that  seeing  a
professionally  executed
voice-leading  solution
clarifies  concepts  that
pages  of  written  rules
could not.

Figured Bass
Realization

Figured  bass  exercises
require you to interpret
a shorthand notation of
intervals  above  a  bass
note  and  construct
appropriate chords with
proper  voice  leading.
T h e  a n s w e r  k e y
provides  complete
realizations,  allowing
you  to  compare  your
decisions  regarding
chord  inversions,  non-
c h o r d  t o n e s ,  a n d
melodic  contour.  Pay
close  attention  to  how
the key handles seventh
chords and suspensions,
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as  these  are  common
areas of difficulty.

Harmonic Analysis

M a n y  w o r k b o o k
exerc i ses  p resent
exce rp ts  f rom  the
standard repertoire and
ask you to label chords
with  Roman  numerals
and  figured  bass
symbols.  The  Tonal
Harmony  7th  Edition
Workbook  Answer
Key  is  part icular ly
helpful  here  because
harmonic  ana lys is
sometimes admits more
t h a n  o n e  v a l i d
interpretation.  Seeing
the  authors'  analytical
decisions can illuminate
why  one  reading  is
preferable, especially in
passages  involving
tonicization, modulation,
or chromatic chords like
the Neapolitan  sixth  or
a u g m e n t e d  s i x t h

chords.

Melody
Harmonization

G i v e n  a  s o p r a n o
me lody ,  you  m us t
choose  appropriate
c h o r d s  a n d  w r i t e
acceptable inner voices
and  bass  lines.  This  is
where  theory  becomes
c r e a t i v e ,  a n d  t h e
answer  key  offers
insight  into  typical
harmonic  rhythms,
cadential  patterns,  and
bass  line  construction.
S tudy  how  the  key
handles  sequences,
circle progressions, and
deceptive resolutions.

Common
Challenges and
How the Answer
Key Helps

E v e r y  s t u d e n t
encounters  specific



hurdles  when  working
through  tonal  harmony
exercises.  The  answer
key  addresses  these
directly.

Parallel and
hidden
intervals: The
most frequent
error in student
part writing is
unintentional
parallel fifths and
octaves. The
answer key
models how to
redistribute chord
tones to avoid
these problems,
demonstrating the
importance of
contrary and
oblique motion.
Spacing and
range: Novice
writers often
spread voices too
widely or place
them outside

standard vocal
ranges. The
answer key
consistently
maintains proper
spacing, with no
more than an
octave between
adjacent upper
voices.
Non-chord
tones: Exercises
involving passing
tones, neighbor
tones,
suspensions, and
appoggiaturas
require careful
rhythmic and
pitch placement.
The answer key
shows how to
incorporate these
embellishments
while preserving
correct harmonic
structure.
Modulation:
Writing smooth
modulations to
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closely related
keys is one of the
most demanding
skills in tonal
harmony. The
answer key
demonstrates
effective pivot
chord choices and
voice-leading
strategies that
make modulations
sound natural
rather than
abrupt.

Ethical Use of the
Answer Key

A responsible discussion
of the Tonal Harmony
7th Edition Workbook
Answer  Key  mus t
address  academic
integrity. The purpose of
any  workbook  is  to
develop  skills  through
prac t i ce .  Copy ing
a n s w e r s  w i t h o u t
a t t e m p t i n g  t h e

exercises  defeats  this
purpose  and  will  leave
you  unprepared  for
examinations,  upper-
level  theory  courses,
a n d  p r a c t i c a l
musicianship.  Use  the
a n s w e r  k e y  a s  a
learning  tool,  not  as  a
replacement for genuine
effort.  Many  instructors
a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e
existence  of  answer
keys  and  design  their
courses  accordingly,
often  using  modified
exercises  or  requiring
students to submit work
in stages.

The  most  ethical  and
effective  approach  is  to
complete each exercise
to  the  best  o f  your
ability, mark it, and then
review  the  answer  key
to  unders tand  any
mistakes. Keep a log of
r e c u r r i n g
er ro r s—perhaps  a



tendency to misuse the
leading  tone  in  minor
k e y s  o r  t o  w r i t e
incomplete  seventh
c h o r d s .  T h i s  l o g
becomes a personalized
study  guide  for  exam
preparation.

Study Strategies
for Maximum
Benefit

To  get  the  most  from
your  workbook  and
answer  key,  consider
adopting  the  following
structured  approach.

Read the1.
corresponding
textbook
chapter first.
Ensure you
understand the
theoretical
principles before
attempting the
exercises. The
workbook

assumes
familiarity with
the textbook
material.
Work at the2.
keyboard. Play
through your
solutions as you
write them. Tonal
harmony is an
aural art, not
merely a visual
one. Hearing how
your part writing
sounds will train
your ear and
reinforce
theoretical
concepts.
Attempt every3.
exercise. Do not
skip the ones that
seem too easy or
too difficult. The
exercises are
sequenced to
build skills
cumulatively.
Use the answer4.
key sparingly.
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Resist the
temptation to
peek at the
answer mid-
exercise.
Complete the
entire exercise,
then check your
work. If you find
errors, try to
understand why
before moving on.
Compare5.
multiple
solutions. If your
solution differs
from the answer
key but is also
musically valid,
that is acceptable.
Tonal harmony
offers creative
choices within
constraints.
However, if your
solution violates
rules of voice
leading or
harmonic function,
you need to

understand why.
Review6.
systematically.
After completing a
chapter, revisit
the exercises you
found most
challenging and
rework them
without referring
to the answer key.
This spaced
repetition
solidifies learning.

Beyond the
Answer Key:
Deepening Your
Understanding

W h i l e  t h e  T o n a l
Harmony  7th  Edition
Workbook  Answer
Key  is  an  excel lent
resource,  it  should  be
part of a broader study
strategy.  Complement
your  workbook practice
wi th  the  fo l l ow ing
activit ies.



Analyze real music from
your  ins t rument ' s
repertoire. Take a Bach
chorale  or  a  Mozart
sonata  and label  every
cho rd  w i th  Roman
numerals. Compare your
analysis  to  published
editions  or  scholarly
resources.  This  bridges
t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n
textbook  exercises  and
living music.

C o m p o s e  s h o r t
passages in the style of
common practice period
composers.  Use  the
harmonic  progressions
and  vo ice - lead ing
techniques you learn in
the  workbook  as  the
foundation  for  original
creations. Even a simple
eight-measure phrase in
chorale style is excellent
practice.

Collaborate  with  other
students.  Form a study

group  where  you  work
through  exerc i ses
together,  discussing
different  approaches
and learning from each
o t h e r ' s  i n s i g h t s .
Explaining a concept to
someone else is one of
the best ways to master
it yourself.

Where to Find the
Answer Key

The  Tonal  Harmony
7th Edition Workbook
Answer Key is typically
available  through  the
publisher,  McGraw-Hill
Education, often as part
o f  the  inst ructor ' s
r e s o u r c e s .  S o m e
students acquire copies
t h r o u g h  t h e i r
institution's  library  or
from  upperclassmen
who have completed the
course.  Digital  versions
e x i s t  o n l i n e ,  b u t
e x e r c i s e  c a u t i o n
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regarding  unauthorized
sources. Ensure that any
answer  key  you  use
corresponds  exactly  to
the  seventh  edition
workbook,  as  exercise
numbering and content
vary between editions.

I f  you  are  using  the
workbook  for  self-study
outs ide  of  a  formal
c o u r s e ,  c o n s i d e r
purchasing a used copy
that includes the answer
key,  or  contact  the
publisher  directly  to
i n q u i r e  a b o u t
availability. Some online
music  theory  forums
and  communities  also
maintain  discussion
threads where students
share  insights  about
specific  exercises,
though full answer keys
a r e  r a r e l y  p o s t e d
publicly  for  copyright
reasons.

Conclusion

The  journey  through
t o n a l  h a r m o n y  i s
c h a l l e n g i n g  b u t
immensely  rewarding.
The  Tonal  Harmony
7th Edition Workbook
A n s w e r  K e y  i s  a
powerful  ally  in  this
journey when used with
integrity and purpose. It
transforms  uncertainty
into  clarity,  mistakes
i n t o  l e a r n i n g
opportunit ies ,  and
confusion into  mastery.
By  combining  diligent
practice with thoughtful
use of the answer key,
you  will  develop  the
analytical  skills,  voice-
leading  fluency,  and
harmonic  vocabulary
that are the foundation
o f  m u s i c a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
Approach each exercise
as a chance to deepen



your  musicianship,  and
let  the  answer  key  be
your  guide,  not  your
crutch. The result will be
not merely a completed

w o r k b o o k ,  b u t  a
genuinely  enriched
comprehension  of  the
language  of  Western
music.


