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Alpha Kappa Alpha
Membership

Intake

Introduction
to Alpha
Kappa Alpha
Membership
Intake

Alpha  Kappa  Alpha
S o r o r i t y ,
Incorporated (AKA) is
the  first  historically
African  American
Greek-letter  sorority,
founded  on  January
15, 1908, at Howard
University.  With  a
legacy  spanning
more than a century,
the  organization  is

d e d i c a t e d  t o
sisterhood,  service,
and  scholarship.  For
many  women,  the
journey to becoming
a  member  begins
with  understanding
the  Alpha  Kappa
Alpha membership
intake process. This
comprehensive guide
explores the history,
requirements,  and
steps  involved  in
j o i n i n g  t h i s
p r e s t i g i o u s
organization,  while
providing  clarity  for
p r o s p e c t i v e
members who aspire
to  carry  forward  its



noble mission.

The History
and Purpose
of Alpha
Kappa Alpha

Before  delving  into
the  specifics  of
Alpha Kappa Alpha
m e m b e r s h i p
intake, it is essential
to  appreciate  the
s o r o r i t y ' s
f o u n d a t i o n a l
principles.  Founded
by  Ethel  Hedgeman
L y l e  a n d  h e r
nineteen  visionary
classmates, AKA was
created  to  promote
high  scholastic  and
ethical  standards,
foster  unity  among
women of color, and
address social issues
affecting  African
A m e r i c a n
communities.  Today,

the  sorority  boasts
more  than  300,000
initiated  members
across  the  globe,
with  chapters  at
colleges, universities,
a n d  g r a d u a t e
communities.

The  membership
intake process is the
fo rma l  pa thway
t h r o u g h  w h i c h
women are invited to
join  this  esteemed
s i s t e r h o o d .  I t
rep laces  ear l ie r
"pledging"  traditions
with  a  structured,
v a l u e s - b a s e d
educational  program
designed  to  ensure
that  new  members
are fully prepared to
embody AKA's motto:
"By  Culture  and  By
Merit."

Understandi
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ng the Alpha
Kappa Alpha
Membership
Intake

Process

The  Alpha  Kappa
Alpha membership
intake  process  is
rigorous,  selective,
a n d  d e e p l y
meaningful .  I t  is
governed  by  the
sorority's  national
policies  and  varies
sl ightly  between
undergraduate  and
g r a d u a t e
(graduate/profession
a l )  c h a p t e r s .
However,  the  core
structure  remains
c o n s i s t e n t :
p r o s p e c t i v e
m e m b e r s  m u s t
d e m o n s t r a t e
academic excellence,
leadership  potential,
community  service

commitment,  and
alignment with AKA's
values.

It  is  important  to
no te  tha t  A lpha
Kappa  Alpha  does
not recruit  members
in  the  traditional
sense .  I n s tead ,
interested  women
must  seek  out  the
sorority,  typically  by
a t t e n d i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n a l
meet ings  (o f ten
ca l led  " in teres t
meetings"  or  "rush"
e v e n t s )  a n d
submitting  a  formal
appl icat ion.  The
process  is  designed
to be reciprocal: the
sorority  evaluates
the  candidate,  and
the candidate learns
what it means to be
an AKA woman.

Key Stages of



the Intake
Process

Research and1.
Self-
Assessment –
Prospective
members
should
thoroughly
research AKA's
history,
programs, and
community
impact. This
self-
assessment
ensures that
the candidate's
values align
with the
sorority's
mission.
Attending2.
Interest
Meetings –
Chapters host
open events
where
potential
members can

learn about
membership
requirements,
chapter
activities, and
the intake
timeline. These
meetings are
often posted
on chapter
websites,
social media,
or through
campus
announcement
s.
Submitting3.
an
Application –
Eligible
candidates
complete and
submit a
formal
membership
interest form,
along with
required
documentation
(transcripts,
recommendati
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on letters,
resume, etc.).
Interview and4.
Evaluation – A
selection
committee
reviews
applications
and invites
promising
candidates for
an interview.
This step
assesses the
candidate's
character,
leadership
potential, and
dedication to
service.
Formal Intake5.
(The
Membership
Intake
Process) –
Selected
candidates
participate in a
structured
educational
program that

includes
sessions on the
sorority's
history, rituals,
and
expectations.
This phase
culminates in
an initiation
ceremony.
Initiation and6.
Induction –
After
completing the
educational
program,
candidates are
formally
initiated as
members of
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated.

Eligibility
Requiremen
ts for Alpha



Kappa Alpha
Membership

Intake

To be considered for
Alpha Kappa Alpha
m e m b e r s h i p
intake,  candidates
must  meet  specific
eligibility  criteria.
These  requirements
are  non-negotiable
and are enforced by
b o t h  n a t i o n a l
guidelines  and  local
chapter policies.

Academic
Requirements

Undergradua
te Members:
A minimum
cumulative
GPA of 2.5 on a
4.0 scale (or
equivalent) is
typically
required. Some
competitive

chapters may
set higher
standards
(e.g., 3.0 or
above).
Graduate/Pro
fessional
Members: A
minimum
cumulative
GPA of 3.0 on a
4.0 scale is
generally
required for
those pursuing
advanced
degrees.

Character and
Conduct

Demonstrated
leadership
within campus
or community
organizations.
Evidence of a
strong moral
character,
integrity, and
respect for
diversity.
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No prior
membership in
any other
National Pan-
Hellenic
Council (NPHC)
sorority or
fraternity.

Community
Service and
Involvement

Active
participation in
volunteer
service and
philanthropic
activities.
Involvement in
extracurricular
organizations,
sports, or
cultural
groups.

Recommendatio
n and
Sponsorship

M a n y  c h a p t e r s

require  a  letter  of
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
from  an  active  AKA
m e m b e r  o r  a
community  leader
who can attest to the
candidate's character
and  achievements.
Sponsorship  from  a
current  member  is
not  mandatory  but
can  strengthen  an
application.

How to
Prepare for
Alpha Kappa
Alpha
Membership
Intake

Preparation is key to
navigating the Alpha
K a p p a  A l p h a
m e m b e r s h i p
intake  successfully.
T h e  p r o c e s s  i s
competitive, and the



s o r o r i t y  s e e k s
w o m e n  w h o  a r e
already living a life of
s e r v i c e  a n d
excellence. Here are
act ionable  steps
aspiring  members
can  take:

Build a Strong
Resume

Focus  on  academic
a c h i e v e m e n t ,
leadership roles, and
sustained community
s e r v i c e .  K e e p  a
r e c o r d  o f  h o u r s
v o l u n t e e r e d ,
positions  held,  and
a n y  a w a r d s  o r
r e c o g n i t i o n s .
H i g h l i g h t
experiences  that
d e m o n s t r a t e
i n i t i a t i v e ,
collaboration,  and  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
social  justice—core
values  of  AKA.

Network
Genuinely

Attend public events
hosted  by  the  local
undergraduate  or
graduate  chapter.
V o l u n t e e r  a t
community  service
projects  that  AKA
supports.  Introduce
yourself  respectfully
and  express  your
interest  in  learning
m o r e  a b o u t  t h e
soror i ty ' s  work .
A u t h e n t i c
connect ions  can
provide  valuable
i n s i g h t  a n d
mentorship.

Understand the
Time
Commitment

The  intake  process
requires considerable
t i m e  f o r
i n f o r m a t i o n a l
sessions,  interviews,
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and  the  educational
p r o g r a m  i t s e l f .
Candidates  should
ensure that they can
b a l a n c e  t h e s e
obl igat ions  wi th
a c a d e m i c  a n d
p e r s o n a l
responsibilities.  The
s o r o r i t y  v a l u e s
p u n c t u a l i t y ,
ded ica t ion ,  and
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e
process.

Research the
Sorority's
Programs

Alpha  Kappa  Alpha
delivers  national
initiatives  such  as
ASCEND (educational
e n r i c h m e n t ) ,
Emerg ing  Young
L e a d e r s  ( y o u t h
programming),  and
T h e  A K A
International  Day  of
Service.  Familiarity
with these programs

d e m o n s t r a t e s
genuine interest and
helps  candidates
articulate  how  they
can contribute to the
sorority's mission.

Common
Misconcepti
ons About
Alpha Kappa
Alpha
Membership
Intake

Given  the  sorority's
p r e s t i g e ,  m a n y
myths  surround  the
Alpha Kappa Alpha
m e m b e r s h i p
i n t a k e .  I t  i s
i m p o r t a n t  t o
separate  fact  from
fiction  to  avoid
disappointment  or
unethical  practices.



Myth: "You
need to know a
member to get

in."

W h i l e  a
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
f r o m  a n  a c t i v e
member  can  help,
the sorority bases its
selection  on  merit,
not  connections.
M a n y  m e m b e r s
joined  without  prior
acquaintances inside
AKA.

Myth: "The
intake process
involves
hazing."

Alpha  Kappa  Alpha
explicitly  prohibits
hazing  in  any  form.
The  membership
intake  process  is
educat iona l  and
respec t fu l .  The
soror ity  adheres
strictly to anti-hazing

laws  and  policies.
Any reports of hazing
should be reported to
n a t i o n a l
headquarters.

Myth: "You
must be invited
to apply."

Interested  women
are expected to seek
out  membership.
Chapters hold public
interest  meetings
where  all  eligible
candidates can learn
about  the  process.
The sorority does not
"b id "  members ;
rather,  it  reviews
applications  from
those  who  express
genuine  interest.

The Benefits
of Joining
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Alpha Kappa
Alpha

Becoming a member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
comes  with  lifelong
benefits  that  extend
far  beyond  college.
The  Alpha  Kappa
Alpha membership
intake process is the
gateway to  a  global
n e t w o r k  o f
accomplished women
dedicated  to  uplift
and  empowerment.

Sisterhood
and Support:
Members gain
a network of
sisters who
provide
personal,
professional,
and emotional
support
throughout life.
Leadership
Development
: The sorority

offers
countless
opportunities
to lead
committees,
plan events,
and manage
projects at
local, regional,
and national
levels.
Scholarship
and
Academic
Resources:
AKA provides
scholarships,
graduate
fellowships,
and academic
enrichment
programs for
members at
every stage of
their
education.
Professional
Networking:
With over
300,000
members



worldwide, AKA
opens doors in
virtually every
industry, from
law and
medicine to
education,
business, and
the arts.
Community
Impact:
Members
engage in
meaningful
service that
addresses
issues such as
poverty, health
disparities, and
educational
inequity in
underserved
communities.
Lifetime
Membership:
Once initiated,
membership is
for life, offering
a lasting
connection to a
legacy of

excellence and
service.

Alpha Kappa
Alpha
Membership
Intake:
Graduate vs.
Undergradu
ate

The  Alpha  Kappa
Alpha membership
intake  p rocess
differs  slightly
d e p e n d i n g  o n
w h e t h e r  t h e
prospective  member
is  an  undergraduate
college student or  a
graduate/professiona
l woman.

Undergraduate
Intake

U n d e r g r a d u a t e
chapters  typically
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conduct  intake  once
o r  t w i c e  p e r
a c a d e m i c  y e a r .
Candidates  must  be
enrolled  full-time  at
the  institution  and
m e e t  t h e  G P A
requirement.  The
educational  program
is  more intensive to
ensure  that  new
m e m b e r s  a r e
integrated  into  the
campus  community
and  trained  in  the
sorority's traditions.

Graduate/Profes
sional Intake

Graduate  chapters
( a l s o  c a l l e d
"graduate  chapters")
serve  women  who
have  completed  at
least  a  bachelor's
d e g r e e  o r  a r e
p u r s u i n g  a n
advanced  degree.
Intake  occurs  on  a
r o l l i n g  b a s i s

d e p e n d i n g  o n
c h a p t e r  n e e d s .
Graduate  members
o f t e n  b r i n g
p r o f e s s i o n a l
experience and focus
o n  c o m m u n i t y
service,  fundraising,
and networking.  The
membership  intake
process for graduate
women  is  similarly
structured  but  may
a c c o m m o d a t e
w o r k i n g
p r o f e s s i o n a l s '
schedules.

Steps to
Take After
Membership
Intake

O n c e  a  w o m a n
s u c c e s s f u l l y
completes the Alpha
K a p p a  A l p h a
m e m b e r s h i p
i n t a k e  a n d  i s



initiated, her journey
as an active member
b e g i n s .  N e w
m e m b e r s  a r e
encouraged  to:

Attend chapter
meetings and
participate in
committees.
Volunteer for
signature
programs like
Pink Goes Red
(heart health
awareness)
and AKA Global
Impact
(international
service).
Mentor new
prospective
members and
uphold the
sorority's
standards.
Seek
leadership
roles within the
chapter or at
regional
conferences.

Stay connected
with the
sisterhood
through
regional
clusters, the
AKA Connect
platform, and
national
conventions.

Final
Thoughts on
Alpha Kappa
Alpha
Membership
Intake

Embarking  on  the
Alpha Kappa Alpha
m e m b e r s h i p
intake  process  is  a
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e
d e c i s i o n  t h a t
requires  dedication,
in tegr i t y ,  and  a
genuine  desire  to
serve.  I t  i s  not  a
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quick  path  to  social
status but a lifelong
commitment to uplift
the  community  and
uphold the legacy of
the  world's  oldest
African  American
sorority.  Prospective
members  should
approach the process
w i t h  p a t i e n c e ,
humility, and a clear
understanding  of
what it means to be
an AKA woman.

B y  f o c u s i n g  o n
academic excellence,
community  service,
and personal growth,
c a n d i d a t e s  c a n
present  themselves
as  strong  applicants
and,  ultimately,  as
worthy sisters in the
bond of Alpha Kappa
Alpha.  The  journey
may be  challenging,
b u t  t h e
rewards—sisterhood,
leadership,  and  a
platform for  positive

c h a n g e — a r e
immeasurable.

Conclusion

The  Alpha  Kappa
Alpha membership
intake  process  is  a
carefully  designed
p a t h w a y  t h a t
ensures  only  the
most  dedicated  and
qualified  women  are
inv i ted  i n to  the
sorority.  From  its
historic  founding  to
i t s  m o d e r n - d a y
i m p a c t ,  A K A
continues  to  shape
l e a d e r s  w h o
contribute to society
through  service  and
s c h o l a r s h i p .
Understanding  the
e l i g i b i l i t y
requirements,  the
stages of intake, and
the values upheld by
t h e  s o r o r i t y  i s
essential  for  any
woman  considering



m e m b e r s h i p .
Whether you are an
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
discovering  your
passion for service or
a  p r o f e s s i o n a l
seeking a network of

like-minded  women,
the  journey  begins
with  a  commitment
to  excellence.  By
preparing  diligently
and  aligning  your


