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Macbeth Full Story By
William Shakespeare

Introduction: The Tragedy of
Ambition and Guilt

William Shakespeare’s "Macbeth" is one of the
most powerful and enduring tragedies in the
English language. Often referred to as "The
Scottish Play," it delves deep into themes of
ambition,  guilt,  fate,  and  the  corrupting
influence  of  power.  The  Macbeth  full  story
by  Will iam  Shakespeare  is  a  dark,
psychological  thriller  that  follows  a  noble
warrior’s descent into tyranny and madness
after  he  receives  a  prophecy  that  he  will
become  king.  Unlike  many  historical  plays,
Shakespeare’s narrative is tightly focused on
the  internal  and  external  consequences  of
unchecked  ambition.  In  this  comprehensive
article,  we will  explore  the  entire  plot,  key
characters,  major  themes,  and  the  lasting
significance of this timeless masterpiece.



Act I: The Weird Sisters and the
Seed of Ambition

The  story  begins  on  a  desolate  heath  in
Scotland,  where  three  witches—the  Weird
Sisters—gather amidst thunder and lightning.
They chant cryptic lines and agree to meet
again  after  the  battle  is  won,  to  confront
Macbeth.  This  opening  immediately
establishes  an  atmosphere  of  supernatural
mystery and foreboding.

Meanwhile,  King  Duncan  of  Scotland  is
fighting  a  rebellion  led  by  the  Thane  of
Cawdor  and  an  invasion  by  the  King  of
Norway.  Macbeth,  a  valiant  general  and
cousin to the king, leads the Scottish army to
victory  alongside  his  loyal  friend  Banquo.
Macbeth’s  bravery  is  praised  by  all,  and
Duncan  orders  the  execut ion  of  the
treacherous  Thane  of  Cawdor,  granting
Macbeth the title as a reward. Unbeknownst
to  Macbeth,  this  sets  the  stage  for  the
prophecy.

As Macbeth and Banquo cross the heath after
the  battle,  the  three  witches  appear.  They
greet Macbeth with three prophecies:

He will be Thane of Cawdor (which he



Macbeth Full Story By William
Shakespeare

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Semaj & Farmer •
Read more, learn more. • Page 3

does not yet know he has become).
He will be King of Scotland.
Banquo will be the father of kings,
though not king himself.

The  witches  vanish  before  Macbeth  can
question  them.  Shortly  after,  messengers
arrive to announce that Macbeth has indeed
been  made  Thane  o f  Cawdor .  Th i s
confirmation  shakes  Macbeth  to  his  core:  the
first  prophecy  is  true.  Immediately,  his  mind
begins  to  race  with  murderous  thoughts  of
fulfilling  the  second  prophecy.  He  writes  a
letter to his wife, Lady Macbeth, detailing the
encounter.

Lady Macbeth: The Driving Force

Lady  Macbeth  is  introduced  reading  her
husband’s  letter.  She  is  ambitious  and
ruthless, immediately seeing the opportunity
for Macbeth to seize the throne. However, she
fears Macbeth is "too full o' the milk of human
kindness"  to  take  the  crown  by  violence.
When she learns that King Duncan plans to
stay at their castle that very night, her resolve
hardens. She calls upon dark spirits to "unsex
me here" and fill her with cruelty, so she may
steel herself to commit murder.

Macbeth arrives home, and the couple begins



to plot.  Duncan enters Inverness, Macbeth’s
castle, completely unaware of the danger he
is  in.  Lady  Macbeth  greets  him  warmly,
masking her deadly intentions.

Act II: The Murder and Its
Immediate Aftermath

That  night,  Macbeth  struggles  with  his
conscience.  He  sees  a  vision  of  a  floating
dagger  leading  him  toward  Duncan’s
chamber.  In  his  famous  "Is  this  a  dagger
which I see before me?" soliloquy, he debates
the  morality  of  the  act.  A  bell  rings—Lady
Macbeth’s signal that the chamber guards are
drunk and sedated.  Macbeth,  his  mind now
made up, enters the king’s room and murders
Duncan with two daggers.

Immediately  after  the  murder,  Macbeth  is
horrified  by  what  he  has  done.  He  returns  to
Lady Macbeth with bloody hands, carrying the
daggers. He tells her he heard voices crying
"Macbeth does murder sleep." Lady Macbeth
remains  calm  and  practical.  She  takes  the
daggers,  smears  blood  on  the  sleeping
guards, and returns them to the scene. She
tells  Macbeth  that  a  little  water  will  wash
away  the  blood,  but  Macbeth  is  already
haunted by the guilt.
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In  the  morning,  Macduff,  a  nobleman,  arrives
to  meet  the  king  and  discovers  the  body.
Pandemonium  breaks  out.  Macbeth,  acting
shocked, kills the guards in a feigned rage,
claiming he killed them for murdering Duncan.
However,  Malcolm and Donalbain,  Duncan’s
sons,  suspect  foul  play  and  flee  to  England
and  Ireland  respectively.  Their  flight  makes
them  look  guilty,  and  Macbeth  is  crowned
king.

Act III: Paranoia and the
Murder of Banquo

Macbeth  is  now  king,  but  he  is  not  satisfied.
He  is  tormented  by  the  witches’  third
prophecy:  Banquo’s  descendants  will  inherit
the throne, not his own. To secure his legacy,
Macbeth decides to murder Banquo and his
son  Fleance.  He  hires  two  murderers,  later
joined by a third, to ambush them outside the
palace.

At a royal banquet, the murderers report to
Macbeth that Banquo is dead but that Fleance
escaped. Macbeth is shaken. As he returns to
his  guests,  the  ghost  of  Banquo  appears,
invisible to everyone but Macbeth.  Macbeth
begins ranting at the empty chair, horrifying
the guests. Lady Macbeth tries to cover up his



behavior,  but  the  feast  ends  in  chaos.
Desperate,  Macbeth  decides  to  visit  the
witches  again  to  learn  more  about  his  fate.

Act IV: The Apparitions and the
Warning

Macbeth seeks out the Weird Sisters in their
cave.  They  conjure  three  apparitions  that
deliver prophecies:

Beware Macduff – The first apparition,1.
an armed head, warns Macbeth to fear
Macduff.
No man born of woman shall harm2.
Macbeth – A bloody child tells him he
cannot be killed by anyone naturally
born.
Macbeth shall never vanquished be3.
until Great Birnam Wood comes to
Dunsinane Hill – A crowned child with
a tree in his hand assures him that he is
safe until the forest moves.

These  prophecies  fill  Macbeth  with  false
confidence.  He  believes  he  is  invincible.  He
then asks whether Banquo’s descendants will
rule. In response, the witches show a vision of
eight kings,  all  followed by Banquo’s ghost.
Macbeth is terrorized.
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When the witches vanish, Macbeth learns that
Macduff  has  fled  to  England.  In  a  fit  of  rage,
Macbeth  orders  the  slaughter  of  Macduff’s
wife, children, and entire household. This act
of  gratuitous  cruelty  marks  Macbeth’s
transformation  into  a  heartless  tyrant.

Act V: Downfall and Death

Lady Macbeth,  who once dismissed guilt,  is
consumed by it. She walks in her sleep, trying
to  wash  imaginary  bloodstains  from  her
hands. She speaks of the murders of Duncan,
Banquo, and Lady Macduff in her delirium. Her
guilt eventually drives her to take her own life.

Meanwhile, Malcolm, Macduff, and the English
army  gather  to  overthrow  Macbeth.  They
camouflage  themselves  with  branches  from
Birnam  Wood  as  they  march  toward
Dunsinane. A messenger reports to Macbeth
that  Birnam  Wood  appears  to  be  moving.
Macbeth’s confidence begins to waver.

As the castle is besieged, Macbeth clings to
the prophecy that no man born of woman can
harm  him.  In  the  final  battle,  he  kills  several
soldiers.  He  encounters  Macduff,  who  reveals
that  he  was  "from  his  mother's  womb
untimely ripped"—born via Caesarean section,
meaning he was not "born of woman" in the



natural  sense.  Realizing  the  prophecy  was
twisted,  Macbeth  fights  on.  Macduff  kills  him
offstage, fulfilling the witches’ final riddle.

The play ends with Malcolm being hailed as
the rightful King of Scotland, restoring order
after Macbeth’s tyrannical reign.

Major Themes in the Macbeth
Full Story

The  Macbeth  full  story  by  William
Shakespeare  is  rich  with  themes  that
resonate across centuries. Here are the most
important:

Ambition as a Tragic Flaw: Macbeth’s
ambition is his downfall. Unlike a noble
ambition that serves the greater good,
his is selfish and unchecked, leading
him to commit heinous acts.
Guilt and Conscience: Both Macbeth
and Lady Macbeth are haunted by their
crimes. Macbeth sees ghosts and suffers
insomnia; Lady Macbeth is consumed by
guilt and dies by suicide. The play
shows that guilt cannot be washed away
or escaped.
Fate vs. Free Will: The witches’
prophecies do not force Macbeth to act;
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they merely present possibilities.
Macbeth chooses to interpret the
prophecies as fate and takes matters
into his own hands, raising the question
of how much control humans have over
their destiny.
The Corrupting Power of Power:
Once Macbeth becomes king, his power
corrupts him absolutely. He becomes
paranoid, violent, and isolated. The play
demonstrates that absolute power
destroys the soul.
Supernatural and the Unnatural:
The witches, ghosts, and unnatural
events (like the moving forest) create
an unsettling atmosphere. They reflect
the disruption of the natural order
brought about by Macbeth’s regicide.

Key Characters in the Tragedy

Understanding the characters is essential to
grasping the Macbeth full story by William
Shakespeare:

Macbeth: A brave soldier who becomes
a tyrannical murderer. His journey from
hero to villain is the heart of the play.
Lady Macbeth: Viciously ambitious at
first, she later crumbles under guilt. She
is one of Shakespeare’s most complex



female characters.
Banquo: A foil to Macbeth. He also
receives a prophecy but chooses not to
act on it, and he remains honorable. His
ghost haunts Macbeth.
Macduff: The hero of the final act. He is
the only one who can defeat Macbeth
because he was “untimely ripped” from
his mother.
The Three Witches: Ambiguous
agents of fate. They manipulate
Macbeth but do not force his actions.
They symbolize the chaos and moral
ambiguity of the story.
King Duncan: A benevolent king whose
murder sets the tragic events in motion.
His death represents the collapse of
order.

The Historical and Contextual
Background

Shakespeare  drew  inspiration  from Raphael
Holinshed’s "Chronicles of England, Scotland,
and  Ireland,"  which  recounted  the  real-life
Macbeth,  a  Scottish  king who reigned from
1040 to 1057. The historical Macbeth was not
the monstrous tyrant of the play; in fact, his
reign  was  relatively  peaceful.  Shakespeare
altered  the  story  to  flatter  King  James  I,  the
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patron  of  his  theater  company.  James  was
believed to be a descendant of Banquo, which
explains  why  Shakespeare  made  Banquo  a
noble  ancestor  rather  than  a  complicit
murderer. Additionally, James I was fascinated
by witchcraft, so the prominence of the Weird
Sisters was calculated to appeal to the king’s
interests. The supernatural elements and the
theme  o f  reg i c ide  resona ted  w i th
contemporary  audiences,  as  England  had
recently survived the Gunpowder Plot (1605),
an attempt to assassinate King James.

Why This Story Endures

The  Macbeth  full  story  by  William
Shakespeare  remains  one  of  the  most
performed and  studied  plays  worldwide.  Its
universal themes—ambition, guilt, the lust for
power—are  still  deeply  relevant  in  modern
times.  The  psychological  depth  of  the
characters,  especially  the  descent  into
madness, makes it a compelling study of the
human condition.  The  language  is  some of
Shakespeare’s most vivid, with famous lines
like "Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow"
and "Out, damned spot!" that have become
part of everyday idiom. The play’s brevity also
contributes to its power; it is Shakespeare’s
shortest  tragedy,  with  no  filler  scenes,  each



line  driving  the  action  forward.

Conclusion: A Timeless Tragedy

In  summary,  the  Macbeth  full  story  by
William  Shakespeare  is  a  masterful
exploration of  how ambition,  when divorced
from morality, can destroy an individual and a
nation.  From the  mysterious  prophecies  on
the  heath  to  the  final  confrontation  with
Macduff,  Shakespeare  weaves  a  tale  that  is
both thrilling and cautionary. Macbeth is not a
villain without reason; he is a man who makes
choices with terrible consequences, and the
audience  watches  him  spiral  from  hero  to
monster. Lady Macbeth’s transformation from
iron-willed conspirator to guilt-ridden suicide
adds another layer of tragedy. The play’s use
of supernatural  elements,  powerful  imagery,
and  poetic  language  ensures  its  lasting
impact.  Whether  read  in  a  classroom  or
performed  on  stage,  Macbeth  continues  to
captivate  audiences,  reminding  us  that
unchecked  ambition  can  lead  to  a  hollow
crown and a restless ghost. The story serves
as  a  timeless  warning  about  the  costs  of
power  and  the  inescapable  nature  of
conscience.


