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F o r  s t u d e n t s ,
scholars, and anyone
with a deep curiosity
about  the nature  of
beauty,  art ,  and



taste,  the  vast  field
of  phi losophical
aesthetics  can  feel
both  exhilarating
and  overwhelming.
To navigate this rich
intellectual  terrain,
one needs a reliable
guide—a  collection
that  brings  together
the  most  essential
v o i c e s ,  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n a l
arguments,  and  the
most  provocative
debates .  Th is  i s
precisely  the  role
fulfilled  by
A e s t h e t i c s  A
Comprehens ive
A n t h o l o g y ,  a
cornerstone  volume
within the celebrated
B l a c k w e l l
P h i l o s o p h y
Anthologies  series.
This anthology is not
merely a book; it is a
curated  journey
through  the  history
of  Western  thought
on  art  and  beauty,

offering  readers  an
u n p a r a l l e l e d
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
engage directly with
the  primary  texts
that  have  shaped
our understanding of
t h e  a e s t h e t i c
dimension of human
experience.

The
Significance of
the Blackwell
Philosophy
Anthologies
Series

To  appreciate  the
v a l u e  o f  t h i s
particular  volume, it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
unders tand  the
prestige of the series
it  belongs  to.  The
B l a c k w e l l
P h i l o s o p h y
Anthologies  have
long  been  regarded
as the gold standard
f o r  a c a d e m i c
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c o l l e c t i o n s  i n
philosophy.  Each
v o l u m e  i s
meticulously  edited
by  leading  scholars
in  the field,  ensuring
that  the  selections
a r e  n o t  o n l y
representative  but
also  intellectually
rigorous.  The  series
i s  d e s i g n e d  t o
p r o v i d e  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
o v e r v i e w  o f  a
specific philosophical
s u b - d i s c i p l i n e ,
m a k i n g  i t  a n
i n d i s p e n s a b l e
r e s o u r c e  f o r
university  courses
and  independent
study.  Unlike  many
anthologies  that
offer  only  short
excerpts,  this  series
i s  k n o w n  f o r
including substantial,
o f ten  complete ,
e s s a y s  o r  b o o k
chapters. This allows
the reader to follow

the  ful l  arc  of  an
author's  argument,
leading  to  a  much
deeper  and  more
n u a n c e d
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
A e s t h e t i c s  A
Comprehens ive
Anthology  upholds
this  tradition  with
distinction,  serving
as  the  definitive
r e a d e r  f o r  t h e
philosophy of art.

What Makes
Aesthetics A
Comprehens
ive
Anthology
So
Comprehens
ive?

The  t i t l e  o f  th i s
volume  is  not  an
exaggeration.  The
e d i t o r s  h a v e



under taken  the
monumental  task  of
charting  the  entire
history  of  Western
aesthetic  theory,
f rom  i ts  anc ient
origins  to  its  most
c o n t e m p o r a r y
expressions.  The
a n t h o l o g y  i s
structured  to  give
r e a d e r s  a  c l e a r
s e n s e  o f  t h e
h i s t o r i c a l
progression of ideas,
while  also  allowing
f o r  t h e m a t i c
g r o u p i n g  t h a t
highlights  enduring
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
q u e s t i o n s .  I t s
comprehensiveness
is  achieved  through
three  key  features:
historical  breadth,
thematic depth, and
the  inc lus ion  o f
diverse philosophical
perspectives.

Historical
Breadth: From
Plato to the
Present

The  journey  begins
with  the  ancients.
Readers  will  find
foundational  texts
f r o m  P lato  a n d
Aristotle,  whose
d i s c u s s i o n s  o f
mimesis,  beauty,
and the role of art in
society set the stage
for  two  millennia  of
deba te .  P l a to ' s
suspicion  of  art's
emotional power and
his  theory  of  ideal
Forms,  contrasted
with Aristotle's more
e m p i r i c a l  a n d
cathartic approach in
t h e  P o e t i c s ,
establishes the core
tension  that  runs
through  the  entire
anthology.  Moving
through  history,  the
volume captures the



Aesthetics A Comprehensive
Anthology Blackwell Philosophy

Anthologies

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Francis & Stein •
Every book is a new adventure. • Page 5

s h i f t  f r o m  t h e
Neoplatonic  and
E n l i g h t e n m e n t
t h i n k e r s ,  w i t h
se lec t ions  f rom
figures  like  David
Hume, whose essay
"Of  the  Standard  of
Taste"  remains  a
semina l  tex t  on
aesthetic  judgment.
Immanuel  Kant's
Critique of Judgment
is  given  its  due  as
t h e  w a t e r s h e d
moment  in  modern
aesthet ics ,  with
e x c e r p t s  t h a t
grapple  with  the
concepts  o f  the
b e a u t i f u l ,  t h e
sublime,  and  the
n a t u r e  o f
d i s i n t e r e s t e d
pleasure.  The  19th
c e n t u r y  i s
represented  by  the
Romantics,  such  as
Friedrich  Schiller
and  G.W.F.  Hegel,
who linked art to the
h i s t o r i c a l

deve lopment  o f
Spirit,  and  by  early
critics of modernism.
This historical sweep
ensures  that  the
reader  understands
that  our  current
questions  about  art
have deep roots.

Thematic
Depth: Core
Issues in the
Philosophy of
Art

Beyond  historical
c o v e r a g e ,  t h e
anthology  organizes
its  content  around
central  thematic
problems that  define
the discipline. These
core issues include:

What is Art?
The anthology
presents the
classic
definitions and
anti-
definitions,



from the
representation
al theories of
the ancients to
the
institutional
theory of art
proposed by
George
Dickie and the
historical-
narrative
approach of
Arthur
Danto. The
famous debate
surrounding
the nature of
art in the 20th
century is fully
documented.
Aesthetic
Experience
and
Judgment:
Readers can
trace the
evolution of
how we talk
about our
subjective
responses to

beauty. From
Hume's search
for a standard
of taste to
Kant's
transcendental
deduction of
the judgment
of taste, and
on to modern
critiques of the
very idea of a
universal
aesthetic
experience.
Interpretatio
n and
Intention:
The volume
delves into the
hermeneutic
tradition,
asking whether
the meaning of
an artwork is
determined by
the artist's
intention, the
cultural
context, or the
viewer's
interpretation.



Aesthetics A Comprehensive
Anthology Blackwell Philosophy

Anthologies

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Francis & Stein •
Every book is a new adventure. • Page 7

Key texts from
Hans-Georg
Gadamer and
Susan
Sontag (on
"Against
Interpretation"
) are likely
included,
prompting
lively debate.
Art and
Morality: The
age-old
question of
whether art
can be morally
corrupting or
elevating is
explored
through the
works of
philosophers
like Leo
Tolstoy and
more recent
thinkers who
defend the
autonomy of
art from moral
judgment.
The Ontology

of Art: What
kind of thing is
an artwork? Is
a musical
performance
the same as
the score? Is a
photograph a
different kind
of
representation
than a
painting?
These
metaphysical
questions are
addressed
through the
work of
analytic
philosophers
like Nelson
Goodman and
Richard
Wollheim.

Key
Contributors



and Their
Enduring

Influence

The true strength of
A e s t h e t i c s  A
Comprehens ive
Anthology  lies  in
the extraordinary list
of  philosophers  it
brings together. The
anthology is a who's
who  o f  the  most
important thinkers in
the  field.  While  the
e x a c t  t a b l e  o f
contents  may  vary
b y  e d i t i o n ,  t h e
volume  consistently
features the absolute
essentials.

The 20th
Century and
Beyond:
Analytic and
Continental
Traditions

T h e  a n t h o l o g y

skillfully  bridges  the
o f t e n - d i v i d e d
traditions of analytic
and  cont inenta l
philosophy. From the
continental  side,  it
i n c l u d e s  m a j o r
figures  like  Martin
Heidegger,  whose
essay "The Origin of
the  Work  o f  Ar t"
revolutionized  how
we  think  about  the
relationship between
art, truth, and world.
Theodor  Adorno's
critical  theory,  with
i t s  f ocus  on  the
social  and  political
f u n c t i o n  o f
m o d e r n i s t  a r t ,
provides  a  powerful
counterpoint to more
f o r m a l i s t
approaches.  On  the
analytic  side,  the
anthology  features
the work of Ludwig
W i t t g e n s t e i n ,
whose  ideas  about
language games and
family  resemblances
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p r o f o u n d l y
influenced  the  anti-
essentialist  turn  in
aesthetics.  Monroe
Beardsley and John
Dewey  represent
the  pragmatic  and
i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t
traditions,  focusing
on  the  continuity
between  aesthetic
exper ience  and
everyday  life.  The
i n c l u s i o n  o f
contemporary voices
e n s u r e s  t h e
anthology  remains
current,  addressing
issues  such  as  the
aesthetics  of  the
everyday,  feminist
aesthetics,  and  the
philosophy  of  film
and  popular  culture.

Why This
Anthology is
Essential for

Students
and
Scholars

F o r  a n y o n e
embark ing  on  a
ser ious  study  of
aesthet ics ,  th is
anthology is not just
a  recommendation;
it  is  a necessity.  Its
value extends across
several  practical
domains.

As a Primary
Text for
Courses

T h e  v o l u m e  i s
m e t i c u l o u s l y
d e s i g n e d  f o r
classroom  use.  Its
organization allows a
p r o f e s s o r  t o
structure  an  entire
semester's  syllabus
around  its  sections.
E a c h  m a j o r
p h i l o s o p h e r  i s



represented  by  a
carefully chosen core
text,  accompanied
b y  h e l p f u l
introductory  notes
that  contextualize
the  reading.  This
s t ructure  saves
students  from  the
burden  of  tracking
down  dozens  o f
individual books and
journal  articles.  It
provides  a  single,
authoritative  source
f o r  t h e  m o s t
important  readings
in  the  field.
Furthermore,  the
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
n a t u r e  o f  t h e
collection  allows
instructors to choose
the  readings  that
best  fit  their  specific
c o u r s e  f o c u s ,
whether  that  is  the
history of aesthetics,
c o n t e m p o r a r y
d e b a t e s ,  o r  a
p r o b l e m - b a s e d
approach.

For
Independent
Research and
Self-Study

B e y o n d  t h e
c lass room,  th i s
anthology  serves  as
a n  i n v a l u a b l e
reference  work  for
s c h o l a r s  a n d
i n d e p e n d e n t
l e a r n e r s .  I f  a
r e s e a r c h e r  i s
working  on  a  paper
a b o u t  K a n t i a n
aes the t i c s ,  t he
volume provides the
essential  primary
source. If a writer is
e x p l o r i n g  t h e
c o n c e p t  o f  t h e
s u b l i m e ,  t h e
anthology  offers  the
foundational  texts
f r o m  L o n g i n u s ,
Burke, and Kant. The
i n d e x  a n d
b i b l i o g r a p h i c
r e f e r e n c e s  a r e
typical ly  robust,
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allowing  the  reader
to easily trace ideas
and  find  further
reading.  Having  all
these canonical texts
in  one place  makes
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f
b u i l d i n g  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
understanding  of
aesthetics  vastly
more  efficient.  It
a l l o w s  f o r  e a s y
cross-referencing
and  comparison,
which is the heart of
philosophical inquiry.

The
Continued
Relevance
of Aesthetic
Philosophy

Some  may  question
the  relevance  of  a
volume focused on a
subject as seemingly
e s o t e r i c  a s

p h i l o s o p h i c a l
aesthetics. However,
in  an age saturated
w i t h  i m a g e s ,
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,
digital media, and an
ever-expanding  art
world, the questions
r a i s e d  i n  t h i s
anthology  are  more
urgent than ever. We
a r e  c o n s t a n t l y
making judgments of
taste, engaging with
d e s i g n e d
environments,  and
consuming art in all
i t s  f o r m s .
A e s t h e t i c s  A
Comprehens ive
Anthology  provides
the intellectual tools
to understand these
e x p e r i e n c e s
critically.  It  asks  us
to  reflect  on why we
a r e  m o v e d  b y  a
song,  why  we  find  a
painting  beautiful,
a n d  h o w  o u r
j u d g m e n t s  a r e
s h a p e d  b y  o u r



c u l t u r e ,  o u r
psychology,  and our
history. It challenges
us  to  defend  our
preferences  and  to
unders tand  the
arguments  of  those
who  d isagree.  I t
teaches  us  that  the
experience of beauty
i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a
subjective  feeling
b u t  a  p r o f o u n d
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
problem  worthy  of
t h e  d e e p e s t
reflection.

Engaging with
the Critics of
Aesthetics

A  t r u l y
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
anthology  does  not
shy  away  from  the
critiques  of  its  own
subject.  The volume
includes  powerful
voices  that  have
challenged  the  very
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f

t r a d i t i o n a l
aes the t i c s .  Fo r
instance, the critique
of  the  "art  world"
from  a  sociological
perspective,  or  the
challenge  posed  by
f e m i n i s t
philosophers  who
argue that the canon
of  aesthetic  theory
has been shaped by
p a t r i a r c h a l
assumptions.  By
inc lud ing  these
critical  voices,  the
a n t h o l o g y
e n c o u r a g e s  a
dynamic  and  self-
reflexive approach to
the discipline. It does
n o t  p r e s e n t
a e s t h e t i c s  a s  a
s e t t l e d  b o d y  o f
knowledge but  as  a
l i v i ng ,  ongo ing
conversation. This is
perhaps its  greatest
strength:  it  equips
the  reader  not  just
with  answers,  but
with  the  ability  to
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ask better questions.

Conclusion

In the vast library of
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
r e s o u r c e s ,  f e w
volumes  can  claim
the  authority  and
utility of Aesthetics
A  Comprehensive
Anthology from the
B l a c k w e l l
P h i l o s o p h y
Anthologies  series.
It  is  a  masterfully
c o n s t r u c t e d
c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t
succeeds  in  being
both  a  definitive
historical record and
a  v i b r a n t
i n t roduc t i on  t o
c o n t e m p o r a r y
debate.  By  bringing
t o g e t h e r  t h e
essential  texts  from
Plato to the present,
i t  p r o v i d e s  a n
u n m a t c h e d
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r

understanding  the
philosophy of art and
beauty. Whether you
a r e  a  s t u d e n t
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a
degree,  a  scholar
seeking  a  reliable
r e f e r e n c e ,  o r  a
curious mind looking
t o  d e e p e n  y o u r
appreciation  of  the
aesthetic  world,  this
an tho logy  i s  an
i n d i s p e n s a b l e
companion. It invites
you  to  engage  with
the  most  brilliant
minds in the history
of philosophy and to
join  the  t imeless
conversation  about
what  i t  means  to
create,  appreciate,
and judge beauty in
all  its  forms.  This
volume  does  not
simply  inform;  it
transforms  the  way
w e  s e e  a r t ,  a n d
ultimately, the world
itself.


