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Map Of Cairns
And Surrounds

Exploring
the
Tropical
North:
Your Guide
to the Map
Of Cairns
And
Surrounds

Nestled  between
the sparkling Coral
Sea and the  lush,
ancient rainforests
of the Wet Tropics,
Cairns is far more
t h a n  j u s t  a

gateway  to  the
G r e a t  B a r r i e r
R e e f .  I t  i s  a
vibrant,  tropical
city that serves as
the  beating  heart
o f  F a r  N o r t h
Queensland.  For
a n y  t r a v e l l e r
p l a n n i n g  a n
adventure  in  this
stunning  part  of
A u s t r a l i a ,
understanding  the
l a y o u t  o f  t h e
r e g i o n  i s
a b s o l u t e l y
e s s e n t i a l .  A
thorough grasp of
t h e  M a p  O f
C a i r n s  A n d
Surrounds  is  not



just  about  finding
your  hotel;  it  is
about  unlocking
the full potential of
y o u r  j o u r n e y .
From the  bustling
w a t e r f r o n t
esplanade  to  the
winding roads that
lead  to  h idden
waterfa l ls  and
wildlife  parks,  the
geography  of  this
area shapes every
experience.

When  you  f i rst
l o o k  a t  t h e
regional  layout,
you quickly realise
that Cairns acts as
a  central  hub.  To
the east, you have
the ocean and the
islands.  To  the
west  and  north,
the  dense,  green
c a n o p y  o f  t h e
World  Heritage-
listed  rainforest
stretches  towards

Port  Douglas  and
beyond.  To  the
south,  you  f ind
quieter  coastal
t owns  and  the
fertile  landscapes
of  the  Atherton
Tablelands.  This
article  will  take
you  on  a  detailed
tour  of  the  area,
breaking down the
k e y  d i s t r i c t s ,
notable  suburbs,
a n d  e s s e n t i a l
routes.  Whether
you are planning a
short  s tay  or  a
l o n g - t e r m
exploration,  this
guide will help you
navigate  the  Map
Of  Cairns  And
Surrounds  with
confidence  and
ease.

The Heart
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of the City:
Understan
ding the
Cairns CBD
and

Waterfront

The Cairns Central
Business District is
c o m p a c t  a n d
i n c r e d i b l y
walkable,  making
it  a  perfect  base
for  exploration.
When studying the
Map  Of  Cairns
And  Surrounds,
you will notice that
the  ci ty  grid  is
neat ly  la id  out
b e t w e e n  t h e
Trinity Inlet to the
s o u t h  a n d  t h e
Esplanade  to  the
e a s t .  T h e
Esplanade  is  the
city's  social  and

r e c r e a t i o n a l
lifeline. It features
a  s t u n n i n g  4 -
ki lometre  long
b o a r d w a l k ,  a
s a l t w a t e r
swimming  lagoon,
and  a  str ing  of
restaurants  and
cafes  overlooking
the  water.  This
area is the primary
focal  po int  for
tourists and locals
alike.

Key
Landmarks in
the City
Centre

Within  the  CBD,
several  landmarks
stand  out .  The
Cairns Lagoon is a
s a f e ,  f a m i l y -
friendly  swimming
spot free from the
marine  stingers
that  frequent  the



ocean  during  the
summer  months.
Just  a  short  walk
away, you will find
the  Reef  F leet
T e r m i n a l ,  t h e
departure point for
hundreds of  boats
heading out to the
G r e a t  B a r r i e r
R e e f .  F u r t h e r
south  along  the
waterfront,  the
Cairns  Convention
C e n t r e  h o s t s
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
events. For a dose
of  cul ture,  the
Cairns Art Gallery
and  the  historic
Bolands  Centre
are  worth  a  visit.
U n d e r s t a n d i n g
t h e s e  c e n t r a l
po ints  on  your
Map  Of  Cairns
And  Surrounds
helps  you  orient
yourself  quickly
upon  arrival.

Beyond the
CBD: Key
Suburbs
and
Residential
Areas

As you move your
eyes  outward  on
t h e  M a p  O f
C a i r n s  A n d
Surrounds,  you
will  encounter  a
series  of  distinct
suburbs, each with
i ts  own  unique
charac ter  and
appea l .  These
a r e a s  o f f e r
d i f f e r e n t
accommodat ion
s ty l es ,  d in ing
o p t i o n s ,  a n d
p r o x i m i t y  t o
nature.
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Northern
Beaches: A
Stretch of
Coastal

Paradise

Heading  north
f r o m  t h e  c i t y
c e n t r e ,  t h e
Esplanade  road
turns  i n to  the
C a p t a i n  C o o k
Highway,  which
hugs the coastline.
This road connects
a  s t r i n g  o f
b e a u t i f u l
b e a c h s i d e
suburbs.  The  first
major stop is Palm
Cove, arguably the
most famous of the
northern  beaches.
It is known for its
p a l m - f r i n g e d
beach,  high-end
resor t s ,  and  a
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
d i n i n g  s c e n e .
Further  north  lies

Port  Douglas,  a
historic  town  that
feels  like  a  world
away  f rom  the
bustling  city.  Port
Douglas  is  a  key
destination on any
Map  Of  Cairns
And  Surrounds
because  it  offers
direct  access  to
both  the  Great
Barrier  Reef  and
t h e  D a i n t r e e
Rainforest.

Between  Cairns
and Port  Douglas,
you will find other
charming  beach
communities  such
as Clifton Beach,
Trinity  Beach,
Yorkeys  Knob ,
and  Holloways
Beach .  T h e s e
s u b u r b s  a r e
p o p u l a r  w i t h
families  and  long-
stay  travellers.
They offer a more



relaxed  vibe,  with
local  cafes,  surf
clubs,  and  quiet
stretches  of  sand.
T h e  n o r t h e r n
beaches corridor is
well-serviced  by
p u b l i c  b u s e s ,
making  it  easy  to
explore  without  a
car.

Southern
Corridor: The
Gateway to the
Tablelands

To the south of the
Cairns  CBD,  the
landscape changes
dramatically.  The
Bruce  Highway
runs south through
s u b u r b s  l i k e
E d m o n t o n ,
Bentley Park, and
Gordonvale.  This
a r e a  i s  m o r e
residential  and
a g r i c u l t u r a l ,

serv ing  as  the
gateway  to  the
A t h e r t o n
T a b l e l a n d s .
Gordonvale sits at
the  base  of  the
Gillies Range, and
the  winding  road
up the range leads
to  the  small  town
of  Yungaburra
and  the  broader
tablelands  region.
T h e  s o u t h e r n
corridor  is  often
over looked  by
tourists,  but  i t
offers  excellent
v a l u e  f o r
accommodat ion
and a glimpse into
local life.

Natural
Wonders:
The Great
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Barrier
Reef and

the Islands

No examination of
t h e  M a p  O f
C a i r n s  A n d
Surrounds  would
b e  c o m p l e t e
without a detailed
look at the marine
environment.  The
Great Barrier Reef
i s  no t  a  s ing le
location but a vast,
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
ecosystem of  over
2,900  individual
reef systems. From
Cairns,  you  can
access  several
different  sections
of  the  reef,  each
offering  unique
experiences.

Reef Trips and

Pontoon
Locations

Most  reef  tours
depart  from  the
Cairns  Marina  or
Por t  Doug la s .
P o p u l a r
d e s t i n a t i o n s
i n c l u d e  t h e
Agincourt  Reef,
l ocated  on  the
outer  edge  of  the
continental  shelf,
and Green Island,
a  coral  cay  that
o f f e r s  b o t h  a
r e s o r t  a n d  a
nat ional  park .
Another  common
des t ina t ion  i s
Michaelmas Cay,
a  stunning  sand
cay that is a major
seabird  rookery.
When  planning
your  trip,  look  at
t h e  M a p  O f
C a i r n s  A n d
Surrounds  t o



understand  travel
times. A trip to the
outer reef typically
t a k e s  1 . 5  t o  2
h o u r s  b y
catamaran,  while
closer  islands  like
Fitzroy Island are
only  a  45-minute
ferry ride from the
city.

The Frankland
Islands and
Other Gems

For a less crowded
reef  experience,
many  travellers
choose to visit the
F r a n k l a n d
Islands,  located
south  of  Cairns.
These islands offer
pr i s t ine  cora l
gardens  and  are
often  visited  by
s m a l l e r  t o u r
groups.  Double
Island,  just  north

of Palm Cove, is a
pr iva te  i s land
r e t r e a t .
Understanding the
location  of  these
i s lands  on  the
Map  Of  Cairns
And  Surrounds
helps  you  decide
which  trip  suits
your schedule and
budget.

World
Heritage
Rainforest:
The
Daintree
and
Mossman
Gorge

To the north of the
city, the landscape
transforms  into
one  of  the  oldest
ra in forests  on
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E a r t h .  T h e
D a i n t r e e
Rainforest  is  a
p l a c e  o f
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
biodiversity.  It
stretches from the
Daintree  River
n o r t h  t o  t h e
Bloomfield  River.
A reliable Map Of
C a i r n s  A n d
Surrounds  will
show you the  key
access  points  for
t h i s  n a t u r a l
wonder.

The Daintree
River and
Mossman
Gorge

The  f irst  major
s top  a long  the
C a p t a i n  C o o k
Highway  is  the
Daintree  River.
Here, you can take
a  c r o c o d i l e -

spotting  cruise.
The river is  home
to  a  significant
p o p u l a t i o n  o f
e s t u a r i n e
crocodiles,  and  a
guided  tour  is  a
must-do.  Further
north,  you  wi l l
reach  Mossman
Gorge,  a  sacred
site  for  the  local
K u k u  Y a l a n j i
p e o p l e .  T h e
crystal-clear water
cascades  over
g i a n t  g r a n i t e
boulders,  creating
a  s t u n n i n g
swimming  spot.  A
short  walk  from
the car park leads
you  to  the  gorge,
b u t  a  g u i d e d
Dreamtime  Walk
offers  a  deeper
connection  to  the
land.



Crossing the
Daintree
River: The
Cape
Tribulation

Experience

T o  r e a c h  t h e
northern section of
the  Daintree,  you
m u s t  t a k e  a
v e h i c l e  f e r r y
across  the  river.
This  is  a  unique
e x p e r i e n c e  i n
itself. Once across,
the  road  winds
through  dense
jungle  to  Cape
Tribulation,  the
only  place  in  the
world  where  two
World  Heritage
areas  meet:  the
rainforest  and the
G r e a t  B a r r i e r
Reef. The Map Of
C a i r n s  A n d
Surrounds  will
show you that this

is  a  remote  and
rugged area.  It  is
wel l  worth  the
e f f o r t  f o r  t h e
pristine  beaches
and  incredible
w i l d l i f e
encounters.  You
c a n  s e e
cassowaries,  tree
kangaroos,  and  a
dazzling  array  of
bird  species.

The
Atherton
Tablelands:
A Highland
Escape

Turning  inland
from  the  coast,
y o u r  M a p  O f
C a i r n s  A n d
Surrounds  will
direct  you  to  the
A t h e r t o n
Tablelands.  This
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elevated  region,
sitting  at  around
700  metres  above
sea level,  offers a
c o m p l e t e l y
different  climate
and  landscape.
The  air  is  cooler
and drier, and the
s c e n e r y  i s
d o m i n a t e d  b y
rolling green hills,
crater  lakes,  and
volcanic  soil.

Key Towns on
the Tablelands

The main towns in
this region include
A t h e r t o n ,
M a l a n d a ,
Yungaburra,  and
K u r a n d a .
K u r a n d a  i s
perhaps  the  most
famous,  located
just  30  minutes
from  Cairns.  You
can reach it by the
scenic  Kuranda

Scenic  Railway  or
t h e  S k y r a i l
R a i n f o r e s t
Cableway.  The
town is known for
i t s  b u s t l i n g
markets,  butterfly
sanctuary,  and
rainforest  walks.
Yungaburra ,  a
l i t t l e  f u r t h e r
inland, is a historic
village  famous for
the  Curtain  Fig
Tree,  a  massive
strangler  fig  that
i s  a  n a t u r a l
wonder in itself.

Waterfalls and
Crater Lakes

The Tablelands are
a  parad i se  fo r
waterfall  chasers.
The  Waterfall
C i r c u i t  n e a r
Millaa  Millaa  is  a
m u s t - s e e .  I t
includes  three
s p e c t a c u l a r



waterfalls:  Millaa
Millaa  Falls,  Zillie
Falls,  and Ellinjaa
Fa l l s .  You  can
swim  at  the  base
of  Millaa  Millaa
Falls in a picture-
perfect  setting.
The region is also
home  to  several
volcanic  crater
lakes,  including
Lake Eacham and
Lake  Barrine .
These  lakes  are
p e r f e c t  f o r
s w i m m i n g ,
kayak ing ,  and
picnicking.  They
are  a  coo l  and
refreshing  escape
from  the  coastal
heat.

Essential
Routes and
Transport

Links

To  ful ly  ut i l ise
y o u r  M a p  O f
C a i r n s  A n d
Surrounds,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  the
main  transport
a r t e r i e s .  T h e
region  is  wel l -
connected,  but
distances  can  be
deceptive.  The
C a p t a i n  C o o k
Highway (National
Route 44) hugs the
coast  from Cairns
to  Port  Douglas
and  beyond.  I t
offers  stunning
ocean  views  but
can be busy during
p e a k  t o u r i s t
season.

T h e  B r u c e
Highway (National
Highway  1)  runs
south from Cairns,
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connec t ing  t o
towns like Innisfail
and  Tu l ly ,  and
eventually  leading
to  Brisbane.  For
those  head ing
i n l a n d ,  t h e
K e n n e d y
Highway leads up
t h e  K u r a n d a
R a n g e  t o  t h e
Tablelands.  The
Gillies  Highway
is  an  alternative
r o u t e  t h a t  i s
shorter  but  very
winding.  It  is  not
recommended  for
nervous drivers or
large  vehicles.  A
f i n a l  n o t e  o n
navigation:  many
of the side roads in
the  reg ion  are
u n s e a l e d ,
particularly  in  the
Cape  Tribulation
area  and  parts  of
the  Tablelands.  A
four-wheel-drive
v e h i c l e  i s

recommended  for
full  exploration.

Tips for
Navigating
the Cairns
Region

Using  a  Map  Of
C a i r n s  A n d
S u r r o u n d s
e f f e c t i v e l y
requires  a  few
pract ica l  t ips .
F i r s t ,  a l w a y s
download  offline
m a p s  o n  y o u r
phone,  as  mobile
reception  can  be
p a t c h y  i n  t h e
rainforest  and
remote  a reas .
Second,  plan your
days carefully. The
region  is  spread
out,  and  driving
t i m e s  c a n  b e
l o n g e r  t h a n
expec ted .  For



example, a day trip
to  the  Atherton
Tablelands  from
Cairns  is  feasible,
but  it  requires an
early  start.  A  day
t r i p  t o  C a p e
Tribulation is  also
possible  but  will
involve  a  lot  of
driving.

Start early:
The tropical
sun is
intense, and
many wildlife
species are
most active
in the early
morning.
Stay
hydrated:
The humidity
can be
draining.
Always carry
water with
you.
Check road
conditions:

During the
wet season
(November to
April), some
roads may be
closed due to
flooding.
Check with
local
authorities
before
heading out.
Respect the
environmen
t: Stay on
marked
trails, do not
feed the
wildlife, and
dispose of
rubbish
properly.
Use the map
proactively:
Before each
day's
adventure,
trace your
route on your
Map Of
Cairns And
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Surrounds
to ensure you
don't miss
any hidden
spots.

Conclusion
: Your

Journey
Awaits on
the Map Of
Cairns And
Surround


