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The True Story Of Killing Pablo

The Rise and Reign of the
King of Cocaine

To understand The True Story Of Killing
Pablo, one must first grasp the sheer scale
of the empire built by Pablo Emilio Escobar
Gaviria. During the 1980s, Escobar was not
merely  a  drug  trafficker;  he  was  a  criminal
CEO who controlled an estimated 80% of
the  cocaine  smuggled  into  the  United
States.  At  the  peak  of  his  power,  Forbes
magazine listed him as the seventh-richest
man in the world, with a personal fortune
estimated at $30 billion. His operation, the
Medellín Cartel, was a vertically integrated
logistics machine that shipped tons of white
powder northward each month.

Escobar’s strategy was brutally effective. He
did not hide from the poor of Medellín; he
embraced them. He built housing projects,
soccer  fields,  and  entire  neighborhoods  for
the  destitute.  To  the  locals  of  the  barrio
Envigado,  he  was  a  modern-day  Robin
Hood.  This  image  provided  him  with  a
fanatically  loyal  base  of  informants  who
made  it  nearly  impossible  for  police  to
operate  within  his  strongholds.  However,
behind the charitable facade lay a monster.
Escobar’s motto was plata o plomo—silver
or  lead.  Accept  a  bribe,  or  take a bullet.
There was rarely a third option.

His violence was legendary. He ordered the
bombing of a commercial airliner (Avianca
Flight  203)  in  a  failed  attempt  to  kill  a
presidential candidate. He orchestrated the
siege of the Palace of Justice, resulting in
the  deaths  of  dozens  of  Supreme  Court
justices. He personally ordered the murder

of  hundreds  of  police  officers,  journalists,
and  politicians.  Escobar  had  turned
Colombia  into  a  war  zone.  It  was  this
unrestrained  brutality  that  forced  the
Colombian  government  and  the  United
States to abandon conventional policing and
embrace  a  strategy  of  absolute,  targeted
elimination. This is where the true story of
killing Pablo begins.

The Shift from Extradition to
Extermination

For  years,  the  Colombian  government’s
greatest weapon against the cartels was the
threat of extradition to the United States.
Criminals  feared  American  prisons,  where
they could not bribe guards, escape easily,
or  run their  empires from a cell.  Escobar
hated this policy more than anything. In a
famous negotiation, he made the Colombian
government  an  offer  they  could  not  refuse:
He  would  surrender  and  serve  a  prison
sentence in Colombia, on the condition that
he  would  never  be  extradited.  The
government  agreed.

Escobar  built  his  own  luxury  prison,  La
Catedral, in the hills above Medellín. It was
less a jail and more a fortified country club,
complete  with  a  soccer  field,  a  bar,  a
Jacuzz i ,  and  pr ivate  sui tes  for  h is
mistresses. From La Catedral, he continued
to run his drug empire,  ordering hits and
managing shipments. When the government
finally  realized  he  was  still  operating  and
attempted to  move him to  a  real  prison,
Escobar simply walked out. He vanished into
the Colombian mountains, and the manhunt
that  defines  The  True  Story  Of  Killing
Pablo  truly  began.



The humiliation of the La Catedral escape
infuriated  the  Colombian  authorities  and
their  American  allies.  The  Colombian
government, led by President César Gaviria,
realized  that  capture  was  not  enough.
Escobar  had  proven  he  could  escape  or
bribe his way out of any institution. The only
remaining option was death. A specialized
police  unit  was  formed,  and  the  United
States poured in millions of dollars, satellite
technology, and elite intelligence personnel.
This was the beginning of the end for the
world's most wanted man.

The Formation of the
Search Bloc

The elite unit tasked with hunting Escobar
was  officially  called  the  Bloque  de
Búsqueda (Search Bloc). This was a hand-
picked group of Colombian National Police
officers, trained and equipped by the United
States Delta Force and the CIA. They were
men who had lost colleagues, friends, and
family  to  Escobar’s  car  bombs  and
assassins.  They  were  motivated  by
vengeance  and  a  deep  desire  to  restore
peace to their country.

Leading the Search Bloc was Colonel Hugo
Martínez,  a  methodical  and  relentless
officer.  He  worked  side-by-side  with
American intelligence operatives, including
members of the elite Centra Spike unit. This
u n i t  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  s i g n a l s
intelligence—intercepting  radio  calls  and
tracking  the  precise  location  of  a  target
using  electronic  signals.  The  Search  Bloc
represented  a  paradigm  shift  in  law
enforcement.  They  were  not  a  traditional
police  force;  they  were  a  military  death
squad  operating  under  a  legal  mandate.
Their  mission  was  singular:  find  Pablo
Escobar  and  terminate  him.

However, the hunt was far from a one-sided
affair.  Escobar  had  a  vast  network  of

informants,  a  private  army  of  sicarios
(hitmen), and the support of the poor. He
moved  constantly,  rarely  sleeping  in  the
same  house  twice.  He  communicated
through a maze of low-powered radios and
couriers. The Search Bloc would get close,
only  to  find  an  empty  safe  house  with  a
warm meal still on the table. The frustration
was  immense.  Every  lead  seemed  to
evaporate  before  they  could  act.

This  period of  the hunt is  central  to The
True Story Of Killing Pablo. It was a cat-
and-mouse  game  played  in  the  rugged,
green  hills  of  Antioquia.  It  was  a  conflict
where the most advanced technology in the
world—satellites,  listening  devices,  and
surveillance aircraft—was pitted against the
raw cunning of a paranoid genius who knew
every inch of the terrain.

Escobar's War on the People

As  the  Search  Bloc  tightened  the  net,
Escobar’s  behavior  became  increasingly
desperate  and erratic.  He  initiated  a  full-
scale  terror  campaign  against  the  city  of
Mede l l ín .  He  wanted  to  fo rce  the
government to negotiate by making the city
unlivable.  Car  bombs  became  a  daily
occurrence. Shopping malls, police stations,
and busy streets were reduced to rubble.
Innocent civilians died by the dozens.

One of the most notorious acts during this
period  was  the  bombing  of  a  Bogotá
shopping  center  and  the  assassination  of
high-profile  police  officials.  Escobar  put  a
price  on  the  head  of  every  police  officer  in
Medellín. For a time, it was cheaper to kill a
cop than to buy a motorcycle.  Dozens of
officers  were  gunned  down  weekly,  leading
to a state of near-anarchy. The people of
Medellín lived in a state of constant terror,
unable to know if the car next to them at a
traffic light was packed with explosives.

Furthermore,  Escobar  began targeting the
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families of his enemies. He tried to kidnap
the  children  of  his  political  rivals.  This
overreach turned the tide of public opinion.
The urban poor, who had once seen him as
a benefactor, began to fear the instability
he  brought.  The  middle  class,  which  had
tried to stay neutral, demanded action. The
noose  was  tightening,  but  Escobar  was
fighting back with everything he had.

The Role of Los Pepes

One of the most controversial and shadowy
elements  in  The  True  Story  Of  Killing
Pablo is the emergence of a vigilante group
known  as  Los  Pepes  (Perseguidos  por
Pablo  Escobar—Persecuted  by  Pablo
Escobar). This organization was a coalition
of  Escobar’s  enemies:  rival  drug  traffickers
from the  Cali  Cartel,  paramilitary  groups,
and  victims  of  Escobar’s  violence  who
wanted  revenge.

Los  Pepes  declared  war  on  the  entire
Escobar  infrastructure.  They  burned  his
ranches, tortured and killed his lawyers, and
assassinated  his  key  lieutenants.  They
bombed  his  family  members’  homes  and
properties.  Their  goal  was  not  capture;  it
was systematic annihilation. They wanted to
strip Escobar of his wealth, his allies, and his
support system.

The relationship between the Search Bloc
and  Los  Pepes  is  highly  debated.  Officially,
the  Colombian  government  had  no
connection to the death squads. However, it
is  widely  believed  by  historians  and
journalists  that  there  was  a  tacit,  if  not
active, cooperation. Los Pepes would pass
intelligence to the Search Bloc. They would
soften targets that the police could then hit.
They  provided  a  deniable  wing  for  the
state’s  war  effort.  While  the  Search  Bloc
operated under the rule of law, Los Pepes
had no rules. This combination of legal and
illegal pressure created a vice that slowly

crushed Escobar’s empire.

T h i s  a l l i a n c e — h o w e v e r
informal—accelerated the hunt dramatically.
Los Pepes killed dozens of Escobar’s closest
associates in the months leading up to his
death.  They burned his money, destroyed
his  cocaine  labs,  and  turned  his  own
criminal network against him. Escobar, once
the hunter, was now the hunted on multiple
fronts.

Loss of Family and the Final
Months

As  the  heat  intensified,  Escobar’s  biggest
weakness became apparent: his family. He
was obsessively devoted to his wife, Maria
Victoria,  and his  children,  Juan Pablo  and
Manuela. In a desperate attempt to protect
them, he had them smuggled to Germany.
However, the German authorities, acting on
intelligence from the US, refused them entry
and sent them back to Colombia.

When his family returned, they were kept in
hiding,  constantly  moving.  Escobar’s
inability to protect them drove him to the
edge  of  madness.  He  would  call  radio
stations  to  rant  about  the  government,
derailing  his  own  security  protocols.  His
emotional need to maintain contact with his
family is what eventually got him killed. It is
a  tragic  irony  that  the  only  thing  Pablo
Escobar loved more than his money was his
family—and it was that love that led to his
destruction.

By late 1993, Escobar was running out of
options. Most of his sicarios were dead or
captured. His money was buried in secret
locations, but he could not access it without
being seen. He was hiding in middle-class
apartments in the Los Olivos neighborhood
of Medellín, relying on a small cadre of loyal
bodyguards.

The Search Bloc was relentless. They had



intercepted  his  communications  and  were
using  triangulation  technology  to  pinpoint
his location. They knew he was close, but
they needed a break. The break came not
from a satellite, but from a simple radio call.

December 2, 1993: The
Final Hunt

The events of December 2, 1993, are the
climax  of  The  True  Story  Of  Killing
Pablo.  For  months,  the  American  Centra
Spike team had been listening to  a  specific
encrypted  radio  frequency.  They  had
identified  a  specific  voice—nicknamed  "El
Doctor"—as  Pablo  Escobar.  The  signals
intelligence  team  had  refined  their
technology to the point  where they could
pinpoint a radio transmission to within a few
meters.

At  approximately  2:00  PM,  the  team
intercepted a call. The voice of "El Doctor"
was discussing a business matter, but more
importantly, it was a long call. The Centra
Spike  team locked  onto  the  signal.  They
triangulated  the  source  to  a  middle-class
residential  neighborhood  in  Medellín,
specifically  to  a  two-story  house  at  79A-45
Calle Primera in Los Olivos.

The Search Bloc was immediately mobilized.
They surrounded the block. Colonel Martinez
gave  the  order.  They  did  not  wait  for  a
hostage  negotiation  team;  they  knew
Escobar would never surrender. The assault
began.  The  house  was  sprayed  with
automatic  gunfire.  Escobar  and  his
bodyguard, "El Limón," tried to escape over
the rooftops.

Running across the red clay tiles, Escobar
was exposed. He was trying to jump to the
next house when the bullets found him. The
first  shots  hit  his  legs,  dropping  him.  He
struggled  to  get  up,  raising  a  pistol  to  fire

back. At that moment, a Colombian police
officer—a  member  of  the  Search  Bloc
named Hugo Aguilar—or possibly a sniper
from  the  roof,  fired  a  final  burst.  A  bullet
struck Escobar behind the ear,  killing him
instantly.  The  body  tumbled  down  the
sloping roof and landed in the garden below.

There  is  some  dispute  over  the  final  shot.
The  official  story  states  that  Escobar  was
shot while trying to escape. However, many
witnesses claim he was executed while lying
wounded on the ground. Regardless of the
ethical debate, the outcome was the same.
Pablo Escobar was dead. The hunt was over.

The Aftermath and the
Photograph

The  death  of  Pablo  Escobar  unleashed  a
wave  of  euphoria  across  Colombia.
Thousands of people poured into the streets
of  Medellín  and  Bogotá  to  celebrate.  Car
horns blared. Church bells rang. The siege
of  terror  was  finally  over.  The  Search  Bloc
had achieved its objective, and the United
States  had  eliminated  its  most  wanted
enemy.

A famous photograph taken moments after
his death shows the body of Pablo Escobar
lying on a concrete slab, his belly exposed,
a moustache still on his face. Police officers
crowd around him,  some grinning,  others
pointing. It was a macabre trophy shot. For
the men who had hunted him for two years,
it was a moment of profound victory. The
man  who  had  murdered  their  friends,
bombed  their  city,  and  corrupted  their
country was finally gone.

However, the death of Pablo Escobar did not
end the drug trade in Colombia.  The Cali
Cartel quickly moved into the vacuum left
by the Medellín Cartel. The violence did not
stop; it simply


