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How To Say Happy
Birthday In

Spanish

A Guide to
Birthday
Greetings in
Spanish:
Beyond
“Feliz
Cumpleaños
”

Few  phrases  bridge
cultures  quite  like  a
birthday wish. Whether
you  are  celebrating
with  a  f r iend  f rom
Madrid,  a  colleague in

Mexico City, or a family
member  in  Buenos
Aires, knowing how to
say  happy  birthday
in Spanish can turn a
simple  greeting  into  a
warm,  memorable
connection.  While  the
direct translation is well
known,  the  Spanish
language  offers  a  rich
variety  of  expressions,
traditions, and nuances
that go far beyond the
standard  phrase.  This
guide  wil l  walk  you
through  the  essential
greetings,  regional
variations, and cultural



contexts  so  that  you
can  celebrate  with
confidence  and
authenticity.

Learning  how to  say
happy  birthday  in
Spanish is about more
t h a n  m e m o r i z i n g
words .  I t  i s  about
understanding when to
use  formal  versus
informal  language,
what to write in a card
versus  what  to  say  in
p e r s o n ,  a n d  h o w
different  Spanish-
speaking countries add
their  own  flavor  to  the
celebration. By the end
of this article, you will
have a complete toolkit
f o r  a n y  b i r t h d a y
occasion,  from  casual
pa r t i e s  t o  f o rma l
celebrations.

The
Essential
Phrase:
“Feliz
Cumpleaños
”

At  the  heart  of  any
Span i sh  b i r thday
ce lebrat ion  i s  the
p h r a s e  “ F e l i z
cumpleaños.”  This  is
the  equ iva len t  o f
“Happy  birthday”  in
E n g l i s h ,  a n d  i t  i s
understood  in  every
S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g
country.  The  word
“feliz”  means  “happy”
or  “ joy fu l , ”  wh i le
“cumpleaños”  is  a
compound  word  that
means  “birthday,”
literally  translating  to
“completes years.” This
phrase is your starting
point, and it will serve
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you well in almost any
situation.

Pronunciation
Tips for “Feliz
Cumpleaños”

If  you are new to  the
l a n g u a g e ,
pronunciation  can  feel
a little daunting, but it
is simpler than it looks.
Here is a quick guide:

Feliz: “feh-
LEES.” The stress
is on the second
syllable, and the
“z” sounds like
an English “s.”
Cumpleaños:
“koom-pleh-AH-
nyohs.” The “ñ”
is pronounced
like the “ny” in
“canyon.”

When said together,  it
flows  naturally:  “Feh-
LEES  koom-pleh-AH-

nyohs.”  Practice  it  a
few times, and you will
sound  l ike  a  native
speaker in no time.

Beyond the
Basics:
Expanding
Your
Birthday
Vocabulary

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
m a s t e r e d  “ F e l i z
cumpleaños,”  you  can
enhance your  greeting
with additional phrases.
Knowing  how  to  say
happy  birthday  in
Spanish  with  extra
words  shows  that  you
have taken the time to
p e r s o n a l i z e  y o u r
message.  Here  are
s o m e  c o m m o n
additions:



¡Feliz
cumpleaños!
Que pases un
día maravilloso.
– “Happy
birthday! Have a
wonderful day.”
Te deseo un
feliz
cumpleaños
lleno de
alegría. – “I wish
you a happy
birthday full of
joy.”
¡Muchas
felicidades en
tu día! –
“Congratulations
on your day!”
This is a very
popular
alternative.

Using
“Felicidades”
Instead of “Feliz
Cumpleaños”

I n  many  Span i sh -

speaking  countries,
“¡Felicidades!”  is  used
interchangeably  with
“Feliz  cumpleaños.”  It
l i t e r a l l y  m e a n s
“congratulations,”  but
it is widely understood
as  a  birthday wish.  In
fac t ,  some  nat ive
s p e a k e r s  p r e f e r
“Felicidades”  because
i t  s o u n d s  m o r e
celebratory.  You  can
also  say  “¡Muchas
felicidades!”  to  add
extra warmth. This is a
great option if you want
to  vary  your  language
and  avoid  sounding
repetitive.

How to Say
Happy
Birthday in
Spanish
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Formally
and

Informally

Spanish, unlike English,
has formal and informal
ways  of  addressing
people. This distinction
is important when you
are  deciding  how  to
say  happy  birthday
i n  S p a n i s h  t o
someone  you  do  not
know  well  versus  a
close  friend.

Informal
Greetings (Tú)

When  speak ing  to
fr iends,  fami ly,  or
people  your  own  age,
use  the  informal  “tú”
f o r m .  E x a m p l e s
include:

¡Feliz
cumpleaños!
Que la pases

muy bien. –
“Happy birthday!
Have a great
time.”
Te deseo todo
lo mejor en tu
día. – “I wish you
all the best on
your day.”
Pásalo genial
en tu
cumpleaños. –
“Have a blast on
your birthday.”

Formal Greetings
(Usted)

For  elders,  bosses,  or
people you do not know
well,  use  the  formal
“usted”  form.  This
shows  respect  and
courtesy.  Examples
include:

Le deseo un
feliz
cumpleaños. –
“I wish you a



happy birthday.”
(formal)
Que tenga un
día lleno de
bendiciones. –
“May you have a
day full of
blessings.”
(formal)
Reciba mis
mejores deseos
en su
cumpleaños. –
“Receive my best
wishes on your
birthday.” (very
formal)

Paying attention to this
distinction is a sign of
cultural awareness and
will  be appreciated by
native speakers.

Regional
Variations

Across the
Spanish-
Speaking
World

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
fascinating  aspects  of
learning  how  to  say
happy  birthday  in
Spanish is discovering
how  different  countries
have their own unique
expressions.  While
“Feliz  cumpleaños”
works  everywhere,
these regional  touches
can make your greeting
f e e l  e s p e c i a l l y
thoughtful.

Mexico

In  Mexico,  you  wi l l
o f t e n  h e a r
“¡Felicidades!”  as  the
go-to birthday greeting.
Mexicans  also  love  to
say  “ ¡Que  D ios  te
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b e n d i g a  e n  t u
cumpleaños!”  (“May
God bless you on your
birthday”),  reflecting
the  country’s  strong
Cathol ic  tradit ion.
A n o t h e r  c o m m o n
phrase  is  “¡Pásela
bien!”  or  “¡La  pases
bien!”  meaning  “Have
a good time.”

Spain

I n  S p a i n ,  “ ¡ F e l i z
c u m p l e a ñ o s ! ”  i s
s tandard ,  but  you
m i g h t  a l s o  h e a r
“¡Fel ic idades!”  or
“¡Muchas  felicidades!”
Spaniards  often  add
“¡Que cumplas muchos
más!”  meaning  “May
you have many more!”
This is a warm way to
wish  someone  a  long
l i f e .  T h e  f a m o u s
b i r t h d a y  s o n g
“Cumpleaños  Feliz”  is
also sung in Spain, with

slightly  different  lyrics
t h a n  t h e  L a t i n
American  version.

Argentina and
Uruguay

I n  A r g e n t i n a  a n d
Uruguay,  the  phrase
“¡Feliz cumple!” is very
c o m m o n  a m o n g
friends.  “Cumple”  is  a
friendly abbreviation of
“cumpleaños.”  You
might also hear “¡Que
la  pases  re  l indo!”
which  means  “Have  a
really  nice  time.”  The
influence  of  Italian  in
t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s
sometimes leads to the
use of “¡Auguri!” as an
informal  greeting,
borrowed  from  Italian
“auguri” (best wishes).

Colombia

Colombians  often  say
“¡Feliz  cumpleaños!



Que Dios te  colme de
bendiciones.”  (“May
God  fill  you  with
blessings.”)  Another
popular  expression  is
“¡Disfruta  tu  día  al
máximo!” (“Enjoy your
day  to  the  fullest.”)
Like in Mexico, religious
references are common
in birthday wishes.

Caribbean
Spanish (Cuba,
Puerto Rico,
Dominican
Republic)

I n  the  Car ibbean ,
birthday  greetings  are
e n e r g e t i c  a n d
affectionate.  “¡Feliz
c u m p l e a ñ o s ,  m i
g e n t e ! ”  ( “ H a p p y
birthday,  my people!”)
is  a  typ ica l  way  to
address  a  group.  You
will  also  hear  “¡Que
vivas  por  siempre!”
( “ M a y  y o u  l i v e

forever!”)  and  “¡Dale
duro  a  la  fiesta!”
(“Party  hard!”).

Writing
Birthday
Wishes in
Spanish:
Cards and
Messages

Knowing  how  to  say
happy  birthday  in
Spanish  in  writing  is
just  as  important  as
speaking  it.  Whether
you are writing a card,
send ing  a  text ,  o r
pos t i ng  on  soc i a l
media, the right words
can make a big impact.
Here are templates for
different relationships:

For a Friend

“¡Feliz  cumpleaños,
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amigo! Espero que este
año  te  traiga  mucha
a l e g r í a  y  é x i t o s .
D i s f r u ta  t u  d í a  a l
máximo.  ¡Te  quiero
mucho!”

“Happy  b i r thday ,
friend! I hope this year
brings  you  much  joy
and  success.  Enjoy
your day to the fullest.
Love you lots!”

For a Family
Member

“Querida  mamá,  feliz
cumpleaños.  Gracias
por  todo  tu  amor  y
apoyo.  Eres  la  mejor
del mundo. Que tengas
un  día  tan  especial
como  tú.”

“Dear  mom,  happy
birthday. Thank you for
a l l  y o u r  l o v e  a n d
support.  You  are  the
best in the world. May

you  have  a  day  as
special as you are.”

For a Colleague
or Boss

“Estimado  [Name],  le
deseo  un  muy  fel iz
cumpleaños.  Que  este
nuevo año de vida esté
l l e n o  d e  l o g r o s  y
satisfacciones.  Un
cordial  saludo.”

“Dear  [Name],  I  wish
y o u  a  v e r y  h a p p y
birthday. May this new
year  of  life  be  full  of
achievements  and
satisfaction.  Warm
regards.”

Short Messages
for Text or Social
Media

¡Feliz
cumpleaños! ��
(with emojis)
¡Muchas



felicidades en
tu día!
Disfruta tu día.
Te mereces lo
mejor. – “Enjoy
your day. You
deserve the
best.”
¡Que cumplas
muchos más! –
“May you have
many more!”

The
Traditional
Spanish
Birthday
Song

No  discussion  of  how
t o  s a y  h a p p y
birthday  in  Spanish
would  be  complete
without mentioning the
birthday  song.  The
Spanish  version  of
“Happy  Birthday”  is
sung  throughout  the

S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g
world, though there are
slight variations.

Latin American
Version

“Cumpleaños  fel iz
Cumpleaños  feliz  Te
d e s e a m o s  t o d o s
Cumpleaños  fel iz.”

“Happy birthday Happy
birthday  We  all  wish
you Happy birthday.”

Spain Version

“Cumpleaños  fel iz
Cumpleaños  feliz  Que
cumplas  muchos  años
Cumpleaños feliz.”

“Happy birthday Happy
birthday May you have
many  years  Happy
birthday.”

Notice  the  difference:
the  Latin  American
v e r s i o n  s a y s  “ t e
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deseamos todos”  (“we
all wish you”), while the
Spain  version  says
“que  cumplas  muchos
años” (“may you have
many years”). Both are
h e a r t f e l t  a n d
commonly  sung  at
parties.

Cultural
Traditions:
How
Birthdays
Are
Celebrated
in Spanish-
Speaking
Countries

Understanding  the
cultural context around
birthdays  enhances
your  abi l i ty  to  use
greetings  naturally.

H e r e  a r e  s o m e
common  traditions:

La mordida: In
Mexico and some
Latin American
countries, the
birthday person’s
face is gently
pushed into the
birthday cake
after making a
wish. This is done
playfully and is a
symbol of good
luck.
Las mañanitas:
In Mexico, it is
traditional to sing
“Las Mañanitas”
early in the
morning on
someone’s
birthday. This is a
serenade that
includes wishes
for a happy
birthday and a
blessed day.
La piñata: While



piñatas are
associated with
many
celebrations,
they are
especially
popular at
children’s
birthday parties
in Mexico and
Central America.
El aniversario:
In some South
American
countries, people
say “feliz
aniversario”
instead of “feliz
cumpleaños,”
though
“aniversario” can
also refer to a
wedding
anniversary.
Context is key
here.

K n o w i n g  t h e s e
traditions can help you
c h o o s e  t h e  r i g h t

greeting  for  the  right
moment.  For  example,
if  you  attend  a  party
where “Las Mañanitas”
i s  s u n g ,  i t  i s
appropriate  to  join  in
a n d  s a y  “ ¡ F e l i z
cumpleaños!” after the
song ends.

Common
Mistakes to
Avoid When
Saying
Happy
Birthday in
Spanish

Even  with  the  best
intentions,  non-native
speakers  can  make
small  errors.  Here  are
common  pitfal ls  to
watch  for:

Using “feliz
cumpleaños”
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for every situation


