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The Interesting
Narrative Of The
Life Of Olaudah
Equiano Quotes

Introduction:
The Enduring
Power of
Equiano's
Voice

I n  t h e  p a n t h e o n  o f
abolitionist literature, few
works resonate as deeply
a s  T h e  I n t e r e s t i n g
Narrative of the Life of
Olaudah Equiano, or
Gustavus Vassa, The
African. Published in
1789, this autobiography
did not merely recount

one man's journey from
freedom in Africa to
ens l avemen t  i n  t he
Americas and finally to
liberty in England; it
became a cornerstone of
the movement to end the
transatlantic slave trade.
While Equiano's vivid
descr ip t ions  of  the
Middle  Passage and
plantation life are searing,
it is his reflective, often
piercing The Interesting
Narrative of the Life of
O l a u d a h  E q u i a n o
quotes that continue to
educate, inspire, and



c h a l l e n g e  r e a d e r s
centuries later. His words
capture the paradox of
the Enlightenment—a
time that celebrated
reason and liberty while
sanctioning brutal human
bondage. This article
e x p l o r e s  t h e  m o s t
significant quotations
from Equiano's narrative,
placing them in their
historical context and
revea l ing  why  they
remain essential reading
for anyone seeking to
understand the human
cost of slavery and the
unyielding pursuit of
freedom.

Who Was
Olaudah
Equiano? A
Brief
Background

According to his account,

Equiano was born in 1745
i n  w h a t  i s  n o w
southeastern Nigeria, in
the Igbo region. He was
kidnapped as a child,
along with his sister, and
sold to European slave
traders. After surviving
the horrific Middle
P a s s a g e ,  h e  w a s
transported to Barbados
and then Virginia. Over
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s
enslavement,  he was
purchased by a British
naval officer, served on
ships, and eventually
earned enough money
through skilled trading to
p u r c h a s e  h i s  o w n
freedom in 1766.

Equiano became an active
abolitionist in England,
and his narrative was a
strategic weapon in the
fight against the slave
t r a d e .  H e  t r a v e l e d
extens ive ly ,  g iv ing
speeches and sell ing
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copies of his book. The
work  wen t  t h rough
numerous editions in his
lifetime, a testament to its
popularity and persuasive
power. The quotes from
his narrative serve as
vivid windows into his
experiences, his faith, and
his unshakeable belief in
the equal humanity of all
people.

The Power of
Quotations:
Why
Equiano's
Words Still
Matter

Q u o t a t i o n s  d i s t i l l
complex experiences into
memorable, emotive
truths. Equiano’s prose,
written in the polished
English of the eighteenth
century, combines the
raw immediacy  of  a

survivor’s testimony with
t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l
a r g u m e n t s  o f  a n
enlightened mind. His
words were designed to
shock the conscience of a
Br i t i sh  pub l i c  t ha t
profited from slavery.
Today, The Interesting
Narrative of the Life of
O l a u d a h  E q u i a n o
q u o t e s  a r e  u s e d  i n
classrooms, historical
studies, and social justice
discussions to illuminate
the brutality of chattel
slavery and the resilience
of the human spirit.

Quotes on the
Innocence of
Childhood and the
Horror of
Kidnapping

Equiano begins his story
by painting a picture of a
happy, orderly life in his
African village. This
idyllic setting makes the



violent interruption of the
slave trade all the more
jarring. One of the most
poignant The Interesting
Narrative of the Life of
O l a u d a h  E q u i a n o
quotes  describes the
moment he and his sister
were taken: "One day,
when all our people
were gone out to their
works as usual, and
only  I  and my dear
sister were left to mind
the house, two men and
a woman got over our
walls, and in a moment
seized us both."

This quote is devastating
in its simplicity. Equiano
d o e s  n o t  n e e d  t o
embellish. He allows the
r e a d e r  t o  f e e l  t h e
suddenness and terror of
the  abduc t ion .  The
mention of "our walls"
emphasizes the security
and domesticity that was
violently shattered. This

passage es tabl i shes
Equiano not as a nameless
slave, but as a beloved
sibling and child, whose
humanity is instantly
recognizable. It directly
c o u n t e r s  t h e
dehumanizing rhetoric
used to justify slavery.

Quotes on the
Middle Passage: A
Hell on Earth

The Middle Passage is
a r g u a b l y  t h e  m o s t
harrowing section of the
nar ra t i ve .  Equ iano
describes being taken on
board a slave ship and the
sheer, overwhelming
horror he felt. He writes,
"I was soon put down
under the decks, and
there I received such a
salutation in my nostrils
a s  I  h a d  n e v e r
experienced in my life:
s o  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e
loathsomeness of the
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stench,  and crying
together, I became so
sick and low that I was
not able to eat."

This  i s  not  mere ly  a
description of physical
discomfort; it is a sensory
assault. Equiano uses the
word "salutation" with
bitter irony—the ship’s
gree t ing  was  one  of
suffocating filth. He goes
on to describe the groans
of  the  ens laved,  the
chains, and the suicidal
despair that many felt.
Another powerful quote
i n  t h i s  v e i n  i s  h i s
observation of the crew's
behavior: "I was quite
amazed at seeing the
black people  being
chained, and thinking
t h e y  w e r e  a l l  m y
countrymen, I asked the
captain to let me help
t h e m ;  b u t  h e  o n l y
laughed at me, and said
I was a young African

and did not know how
t o  m a n a g e  t h e s e
things."

Here, Equiano highlights
the chilling disconnect
between the white crew
and the suffering they
cause. The captain's laugh
reveals a complete lack of
empathy. These The
Interesting Narrative of
the Life of Olaudah
Equiano quotes from the
Middle  Passage  are
essential because they
g ive  an  eyewi tne s s
account of the cruelty that
was so often abstracted
into profit margins and
trade statistics.

Themes of
Identity,
Faith, and
Freedom in



Equiano's
Quotes

Quotes on The
Search for Identity:
"African" and
"Christian"

Equiano's journey was not
only geographic but also
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d
spiritual. He was renamed
"Gustavus Vassa" by a
ship captain, a name he
r e s e n t e d  b u t  u s e d
throughout his life. His
grappling with identity is
a recurring theme. One of
the most striking The
Interesting Narrative of
the Life of Olaudah
E q u i a n o  q u o t e s
regarding self-perception
comes when he first sees a
b o o k :  " M y
astonishment at the
book was not so great as
at  the  fact  of  their
talking to each other by

means of it. I thought it
was a trick, and I could
not believe my eyes."

This quote encapsulates
the cultural shock of
encountering European
technology and literacy.
Yet, Equiano would later
become a master of that
same written word, using
it to dismantle the system
that enslaved him. His
conversion to Christianity
is also documented with
powerful quotes.  He
writes of his spiritual
journey:  "I saw the
power of God in the
conversion of sinners,
and I believed that he
was able to save me
also."

For Equiano, Christianity
was not the religion of the
s l a v e  m a s t e r s  t h a t
justified bondage, but a
s o u r c e  o f  p e r s o n a l
redemption and moral
a u t h o r i t y .  H e  u s e d
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Christian arguments in his
a b o l i t i o n i s t  w o r k ,
pointing out the hypocrisy
o f  s l a v e - o w n i n g
Christians.  When he
describes his baptism, he
notes, "I was baptized,
and I began to feel a
little hope that God
w o u l d  g i v e  m e  m y
freedom."

This connection between
spiritual and physical
liberation is crucial.
Equiano suggests that
faith in God leads to faith
in one’s own worthiness
of freedom.

Quotes on the
Business of Slavery:
A Critique of
Commerce

Equiano was not only a
victim of slavery but also
a keen observer of its
m e c h a n i c s .  H e
participated in trade

( i n c l u d i n g  s o m e
involvement in the slave
trade later, as a sailor),
which gives his critique a
unique authority. He
condemns the greed that
drives the system. One of
the most pointed The
Interesting Narrative of
the Life of Olaudah
E q u i a n o  q u o t e s
regarding commerce is:
"I was almost ready to
think the whole world
was a state of war, and
that every one was born
with a sword in his
hand to destroy the
other."

T h i s  i s  a  s o m b e r
reflection on human
nature as distorted by the
slave trade. He also writes
about the absurdities of
the trade: "I wondered
m u c h  h o w  t h e
Europeans could buy
and sell  us,  as if we
were cattle. I thought it



a great sin to be a party
to such a traffic."

Here, Equiano directly
a t t a c k s  t h e
commodification of
h u m a n  b e i n g s .  B y
equating the trade to a
"great sin," he reframes it
f r o m  a n  e c o n o m i c
a c t i v i t y  t o  a  m o r a l
catastrophe. His ability to
step back and analyze the
system while being inside
i t  g ives  his  quotes  a
profound depth.

Quotes on
the Moment
of Freedom

The climax of Equiano's
narrative is his purchase
of his  own freedom.
After years of saving
money from his own side
trades, he finally secures
his manumission. He
describes the moment

wi th  charac ter i s t ic
restraint and spirituality:
"I now saw myself freed
from the horrors of
slavery, and from the
dangers of life, and I
felt a happiness which I
cannot describe."

This quote is powerful
because it does not dwell
on revenge or bitterness.
Instead, it focuses on the
s h e e r  r e l i e f  a n d
inexpressible joy of
liberty. He immediately
adds a note of gratitude:
"I was greatly thankful
t o  G o d  f o r  m y
deliverance." This is one
of the most emotionally
resonant The Interesting
Narrative of the Life of
O l a u d a h  E q u i a n o
q u o t e s  b e c a u s e  i t
condenses  yea r s  o f
struggle into a single,
redemptive moment. It
stands in stark contrast to
the earlier descriptions of
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misery.

Quotes on the Call
for Abolition

Equiano did not rest after
gaining his freedom. He
b e c a m e  a n  a c t i v e
abolitionist, and the final
chapters of his narrative
are a direct appeal to the
British Parliament and
public. He writes: "I
hope the reader will not
think I am too severe on
the Europeans, when I
say  that  they  are  a
people who have more
wealth and learning
than us,  but are,  in
m a n y  r e s p e c t s ,
extremely ignorant of
the  t rue  na ture  of
justice and humanity."

Thi s  i s  a  mas t e r fu l
rhetorical move. Equiano
positions himself as the
moral teacher, while the
"enlightened" Europeans
are the "ignorant" ones.

He turns the stereotype of
the "savage" African on
its head. Another famous
ca l l  to  ac t ion  i s  h i s
simple, direct plea: "Let
the constitutions of our
country be such as to
secure the liberty and
happiness of  every
individual, without
distinction of colour or
country."

These The Interesting
Narrative of the Life of
O l a u d a h  E q u i a n o
quotes encapsulate the
core of his abolitionist
argument: that liberty is a
universal human right, not
a privilege of Europeans.

Literary and
Historical
Significance
of the Quotes

T h e  q u o t e s  f r o m
Equiano's narrative are



not only historically
important but also literary
masterpieces .  They
employ a clear, dignified
style that was deliberately
designed to be credible
and persuasive to a white
British audience. Equiano
uses pathos (emotional
appeal) in his descriptions
of suffering, ethos
(ethical appeal) in his
portrayal  of his  own
character and faith, and
logos (logical appeal) in
his arguments against the
slave trade.

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  h i s
description of the slave
ship's hold does not just
r e l y  on  emo t ion ;  i t
includes specific details
about space, air, and
chains that make the
argument for abolition
based on simple human
decency. His quotes about
his own intelligence and
skills challenged the racist

pseudoscience of the era
that claimed Africans
were inferior.

Historians consider his
work to be one of the
e a r l i e s t  a n d  m o s t
influential books written
by an African in  the
English language. The
quotes within it have been
u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t
everything from the
abolition movement of
the  18 th  cen tu ry  to
modern human rights
campaigns. They serve as
a primary source that
gives a face and a voice to
the millions who were
silenced by slavery.

Applying
Equiano's
Wisdom to
Modern
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Contexts

While the world has
changed dramatically
since Equiano's time, his
q u o t e s  s t i l l  h o l d
relevance. His critique of
systems that prioritize
profit over human life
resonates with modern
d i s c u s s i o n s  o f
exp lo i t a t i on ,  f rom
sweatshops to modern
slavery. His argument that
ignorance of justice is no
excuse  i s  a  c a l l  f o r
education and awareness.

One The Interesting
Narrative of the Life of
O l a u d a h  E q u i a n o
quotes  t ha t  speaks
p o w e r f u l l y  a c r o s s

centuries  is :  "I was
grievously shocked at
the thoughts of being
torn from my native
land,  and from my
friends, and of being
forced to live among a
p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e
strangers to me, and
who treated me with
such cruelty."  This
e x p e r i e n c e  o f
displacement, violence,
a n d  “ o t h e r i n g ”  i s
tragically universal. It
connects Equiano's 18th-
century  s tory  to  the
experiences of refugees
and victims of human
trafficking today. His
voice remains a testament
to the importance of
telling one’s own story as
an


