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2014 Honda Gold Wing Valkyrie
Horsepower

Unbridled Power:
Understanding the
2014 Honda Gold Wing
Valkyrie Horsepower

When Honda decided to revive the Valkyrie
nameplate for the 2014 model year, they

set  out  to  create  something  genuinely
distinct.  They  took  the  legendary  flat-six
engine from the Gold Wing, stripped away
the  massive  touring  fairings,  and  built  a
power  cruiser  that  would  capture  the
imagination  of  riders  who  craved  raw,
unadulterated  performance.  At  the  very
heart of this machine lies a question that
dominates  every  discussion  about  it:  just



what is the 2014 Honda Gold Wing Valkyrie
horsepower,  and how does  that  translate
into real-world riding exhilaration?

The  answer  is  both  impressive  and
surprisingly nuanced. The 2014 Honda Gold
Wing Valkyrie produces approximately 113
horsepower at the rear wheel and delivers a
stump-pulling 108 lb-ft of torque. But these
numbers only begin to tell the story. This is
an engine that doesn't just produce power;
it delivers it with a character, a soundtrack,
and  a  sense  o f  occas ion  that  few
motorcycles can match. Let us dive deep
into what makes this powerplant so special
and why the horsepower figures matter  far
less than the experience they enable.

The Heart of the Beast:
The 1832cc Flat-Six
Engine

The engine powering the 2014 Honda Gold
Wing  Valkyrie  is  a  liquid-cooled,  1832cc
horizontally opposed six-cylinder. This is not
a new engine; it is a thoroughly reworked
version  of  the  powerplant  found  in  the
Honda  Gold  Wing,  but  with  significant
modifications  to  suit  the  Valkyrie's  mission
as  a  power  cruiser  rather  than  a  long-
distance tourer.

One of the most important changes for the
Valkyrie  application  was  the  intake  and
exhaust tuning. Honda engineers designed
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a new intake system with individual throttle
bodies and a revised airbox that allowed the
engine to breathe more freely. The exhaust
system, with its distinctive six-into-two-into-
one  configuration  featuring  dual  mufflers,
was  tuned  to  produce  a  deep,  rumbling
tone that  is  unmistakably Valkyrie.  These
changes did not dramatically increase the
peak  2014  Honda  Gold  Wing  Valkyrie
horsepower  figures  compared  to  the  Gold
Wing, but they shifted the power delivery to
create  a  more  exciting  and  engaging
experience.

How the Valkyrie Engine Differs
from the Gold Wing

While the basic architecture of the engine

remains the same, Honda made several key
changes to tailor the Valkyrie's character:

Retuned ECU mapping: The fuel
and ignition maps were optimized for
a sportier power delivery,
emphasizing mid-range torque and
throttle response.
Revised camshaft profiles: Slightly
more aggressive cam timing was
used to improve top-end breathing
without sacrificing the low-end grunt
that makes the Valkyrie so enjoyable.
Individual throttle bodies: Unlike
the Gold Wing's linked system, the
Valkyrie uses six individual 40mm
throttle bodies, one per cylinder, for
sharper throttle response.
Lighter flywheel: The Valkyrie uses



a lighter flywheel than the Gold Wing,
allowing the engine to rev more freely
and respond more quickly to rider
inputs.
Unique exhaust system: The free-
flowing exhaust not only sounds
incredible but also reduces back
pressure, contributing to the engine's
willingness to rev.

These  modifications  mean  that  the  2014
Honda  Gold  Wing  Valkyrie  horsepower  is
delivered with noticeably more enthusiasm
than in the touring-oriented Gold Wing. The
engine  feels  livelier,  more  eager,  and
genuinely exciting to use across the entire
rev range.

Torque: The Valkyrie's
True Superpower

If horsepower is the headline, torque is the
story  that  keeps  you  reading.  The  2014
Honda Gold Wing Valkyrie delivers its peak
torque  of  approximately  108  lb-ft  at  just
4,000 rpm. But what truly sets this engine
apart is how much torque it produces from
idle all the way to redline. You do not need
to  wring  the  engine  out  to  access  its
performance. Simply rolling on the throttle
from any rpm produces immediate, forceful
acceleration.

This abundance of low-end and mid-range
torque is what makes the Valkyrie such a
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deceptive  motorcycle.  Despite  weighing
over  700  pounds  wet,  the  Valkyrie
accelerates  with  a  ferocity  that  surprises
riders  who  are  accustomed  to  typical
cruisers. The engine pulls from 1,500 rpm
without any hesitation or lugging, and the
acceleration only builds as the revs climb.
This is not an engine that needs to be kept
on the boil; it delivers its best performance
exactly where you are most likely to use it
in real-world riding.

Real-World Performance: What
the Numbers Mean

Let  us  put  the  2014  Honda  Gold  Wing
Valkyrie horsepower and torque figures into
context. A 113 rear-wheel horsepower may

not sound overwhelming in an era where
200 -horsepower  superb ikes  a re
commonplace.  However,  the  Valkyrie  was
never designed to compete with sportbikes.
Its  purpose  is  to  deliver  effortless,
accessible performance in a package that is
comfortable,  stylish,  and  genuinely
enjoyable  to  ride  at  legal  speeds.

Consider  this:  the  Valkyrie's  power-to-
weight  ratio  is  approximately  0.15
horsepower per pound. While that is modest
compared to a sportbike, the way the power
is delivered makes the bike feel significantly
faster  than  the  numbers  suggest.  The  flat
torque  curve  means  that  acceleration  is
strong, linear, and always available. There
are no flat spots,  no waiting for  the engine



to  come  on  the  cam,  and  no  need  to
constantly  shift  gears  to  stay  in  the
powerband.

In  quarter-mile  testing,  the  2014  Honda
Gold Wing Valkyrie consistently runs in the
low  12-second  range  with  trap  speeds
around  110  mph.  For  a  cruiser  weighing
over  700  pounds,  those  are  genuinely
impressive numbers. The Valkyrie can out-
accelerate  many  purpose-built  muscle
cruisers  and  even  some  sport  touring
machines.

The Riding Experience:

More Than Just
Numbers

Numbers alone cannot convey what it feels
like  to  ride  the  2014  Honda  Gold  Wing
Valkyrie.  The  2014  Honda  Gold  Wing
Valkyrie  horsepower  is  delivered  with  a
smoothness that is characteristic of the flat-
six  configuration.  There  is  virtually  no
vibration at any rpm, which means you can
ride for hours without fatigue. The engine
spins up with a turbine-like quality that is
both refined and exciting.

The sound is a huge part of the experience.
The  Valkyrie's  exhaust  note  is  deep  and
throaty at idle,  building to a howl as the
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revs climb. It is not obnoxiously loud, but it
is  undeniably  present.  Honda  engineers
spent considerable time tuning the exhaust
to produce a sound that is  both pleasing
and authoritative without being fatiguing on
long rides.

How the Valkyrie Compares to
Competitors

To fully  appreciate  the  2014 Honda Gold
Wing Valkyrie horsepower,  it  is  helpful  to
s e e  h o w  i t  s t a c k s  u p  a g a i n s t  i t s
contemporaries:

Victory Cross Country 8-Ball:
Produces around 85 horsepower from
its 1,731cc V-twin. The Valkyrie
significantly outpowers this

competitor, especially in the mid-
range.
Harley-Davidson Street Glide: The
103 cubic inch V-twin produces
approximately 70 horsepower. The
Valkyrie's 113 horsepower represents
a massive advantage.
Yamaha Star Stratoliner: Its
1,854cc V-twin produces about 85
horsepower. Again, the Valkyrie holds
a clear edge.
Honda Gold Wing F6B: The same
basic engine, tuned slightly
differently, produces similar peak
numbers but with a different
character due to different intake and
exhaust tuning.



The Valkyrie was, and remains, one of the
most  powerful  production  cruisers  ever
built. Its combination of power, smoothness,
and refinement is unmatched in the cruiser
segment.

Engineering
Excellence: What
Makes 113 Horsepower
Possible

The  2014  Honda  Gold  Wing  Valkyrie
horsepower  figures  are  a  testament  to
Honda's  engineering  prowess.  The  flat-six
engine  is  inherently  well-balanced,  with
primary  and  secondary  forces  perfectly

canceled out. This allows the engine to rev
freely  and smoothly,  contributing  to  both
performance and rider comfort.

Key Technical Specifications

Engine type: 1,832cc liquid-cooled
horizontally opposed six cylinder
Bore and stroke: 74mm x 71mm
Compression ratio: 9.8:1
Fuel system: PGM-FI with six
individual 40mm throttle bodies
Ignition: Computer-controlled digital
with three-dimensional mapping
Transmission: Five-speed with
overdrive
Final drive: Shaft drive
Peak horsepower: Approximately
113 hp at the rear wheel
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Peak torque: Approximately 108 lb-
ft at 4,000 rpm
Redline: 6,000 rpm (though power is
well past its peak by then)

The relatively low compression ratio of 9.8:1
allows  the  Valkyrie  to  run  on  regular
unleaded fuel without any issues. This is a
practical consideration that makes the bike
easy to own and operate, even on long trips
where fuel quality may vary.

Modifications and
Tuning: Unlocking
More Potential

For owners who find the stock 2014 Honda

Gold Wing Valkyrie horsepower insufficient,
there  is  a  thriving  aftermarket  industry
offering  performance  upgrades.  The  most
common  modifications  include:

Exhaust Systems

Replacing the stock exhaust with a freer-
flowing  aftermarket  system  can  unlock  a
modest  power  gain  of  5-8  horsepower,
along with a significant reduction in weight
and  a  more  aggressive  sound.  Several
manufacturers  offer  slip-on  mufflers  or  full
systems  specifically  designed  for  the
Valkyrie.

Intake Upgrades

Installing a high-flow air filter or a complete



intake  kit  can  improve  throttle  response
and add a few horsepower, especially when
combined with an aftermarket exhaust and
ECU recalibration.

ECU Tuning

Perhaps  the  most  effective  single  upgrade
is  recalibrating  the  engine  control  unit.
Aftermarket fuel controllers or custom ECU
flashes  can  optimize  the  air-fuel  ratio  and
ignition timing for the specific modifications
on your bike, unlocking the full potential of
the engine. A properly tuned Valkyrie with
intake, exhaust,  and ECU modifications can
produce up to 125-130 horsepower at the
rear wheel.

Final Drive Gearing

Changing the final drive ratio by installing a
different  gear  set  can  transform  the
character  of  the  Valkyr ie.  A  lower
(numerically  higher)  final  drive  ratio
improves acceleration at the expense of top
speed,  making  the  bike  even  more
responsive  in  the  mid-range.  This  is  a
popular  modification  for  riders  who
prioritize  around-town  performance  and
back-road  fun  over  high-speed  cruising.

Maintaining the Power:
Keeping Your Valkyrie



2014 Honda Gold Wing Valkyrie Horsepower

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Draven & Moreno • Read more, learn more. • Page 11

Performing

The  2014  Honda  Gold  Wing  Valkyrie
horsepower  is  remarkably  durable,  but  it
does  require  proper  maintenance  to
continue delivering its  best.  Here are the
key  maintenance  items  that  directly  affect
engine performance:

Valve adjustments: The Valkyrie
requires valve clearance inspection
and adjustment every 24,000 miles.
Proper valve adjustment is critical for
maintaining maximum power and
smooth operation.
Spark plug replacement: Iridium
spark plugs should be replaced every
24,000 miles to ensure proper

combustion and prevent misfires.
Air filter service: The air filter
should be inspected every 8,000
miles and replaced as needed. A dirty
air filter can significantly reduce
power and fuel economy.
Fuel system cleaning: Using quality
fuel and periodically adding a fuel
system cleaner can prevent injector
fouling and maintain optimal
performance.
Cooling system maintenance:
Proper coolant levels and a
functioning cooling system are
essential for maintaining consistent
power output, especially in hot
weather or during extended high-
speed riding.



Conclusion: The Legacy
of the Valkyrie

The 2014 Honda Gold Wing Valkyrie  is  a
motorcycle  that  defies  easy  categorization.
It is not quite a cruiser, not quite a tourer,
and  not  quite  a  muscle  bike,  yet  i t
incorporates the best elements of all three

categories.  The  2014  Honda  Gold  Wing
Valkyrie horsepower of 113 horsepower is
impressive, but the real story is how that
power  is  delivered:  smoothly,  effortlessly,
and  with  a  character  that  is  both  refined
and  exciting.

In  an  era  where  horsepower  figures  are
often  the  primary  metric


