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List Of Spanish Verb Tenses

Introduction: Why Understanding
the List of Spanish Verb Tenses
Matters

Learning  Spanish  is  a  journey  that  opens  doors  to  rich
cultures, vibrant conversations, and a deeper appreciation of
the Romance language family. Among the many challenges
learners face,  mastering verb tenses often feels the most
daunting. A clear list of Spanish verb tenses can serve as
both a roadmap and a safety net, guiding you from simple
present statements to complex hypotheticals. Unlike English,
Spanish relies heavily on verb endings and mood to convey
nuance,  time,  and  attitude.  Whether  you  are  a  beginner
struggling with hablo versus hablé or an advanced student
polishing your subjunctive, having a structured overview of
all the tenses is invaluable.

This article provides a comprehensive, easy-to-follow guide
to  the  major  tenses  in  Spanish,  organized  by  mood  and
usage.  We  will  explore  the  indicative,  subjunctive,  and
imperative  moods,  along  with  compound  tenses  and
progressive  forms.  By  the  end,  you  will  not  only  have  a

reliable reference but also a deeper understanding of how
Spanish expresses  time,  certainty,  doubt,  and commands.
Let's  begin  with  the  most  frequently  used  mood:  the
indicative.

The Indicative Mood: The
Foundation of Everyday Spanish

The indicative mood is used for statements of fact, objective
reality, and certain events. It is the mood you will use most
often when describing what is happening, has happened, or
will  happen.  Below  is  a  detailed  breakdown  of  each
indicative  tense.

Presente (Present Tense)

The present tense describes actions happening now, habitual
actions, and general truths. It is also used for near-future
plans  (often  with  a  time expression)  and with  verbs  like
pensar (to plan).

Example: Yo hablo español. (I speak Spanish.)
Example: Ellos comen a las dos. (They eat at two.)



Common usage: Daily routines, current states, facts.

Regular verbs follow predictable patterns: -ar verbs drop the
ending and add -o, -as, -a, -amos, -áis, -an. For -er and -ir
verbs, the endings are -o, -es, -e, -emos/-imos, -éis/-ís, -en.

Pretérito Perfecto Compuesto (Present Perfect)

This compound tense describes actions that have occurred in
the past but are still relevant to the present. It is formed
with the auxiliary verb haber (present tense) plus the past
participle.

Example: He hablado con ella. (I have spoken with
her.)
Usage: Recent past, life experiences, actions with
present consequences.

Pretérito Indefinido (Preterite)

The preterite is used for completed actions in the past that
have a clear beginning and end. It is a perfective tense.

Example: Ayer hablé con María. (Yesterday I spoke
with María.)
Usage: One-time events, actions in a sequence, specific
time frames.

Regular preterite endings: -ar verbs take -é, -aste, -ó, -amos,
-asteis, -aron; -er/-ir verbs take -í, -iste, -ió, -imos, -isteis, -
ieron.

Pretérito Imperfecto (Imperfect)

The imperfect describes ongoing, habitual, or repeated past
actions without a defined endpoint. It also sets the scene or
describes past characteristics.

Example: Cuando era niño, jugaba en el parque. (When
I was a child, I used to play in the park.)
Example: La casa era grande. (The house was big.)
Usage: Background descriptions, habitual past actions,
time and age.

Regular imperfect endings: -ar verbs add -aba, -abas, -aba, -
ábamos, -abais, -aban; -er/-ir verbs add -ía, -ías, -ía, -íamos, -
íais, -ían.

Pretérito Pluscuamperfecto (Past Perfect)

This tense expresses an action that happened before another
past action. It is formed with haber in the imperfect plus the
past participle.

Example: Ya había comido cuando llegaron. (I had
already eaten when they arrived.)
Usage: Sequencing past events, explaining what had
already occurred.

Futuro Simple (Simple Future)

The simple future expresses actions that will happen. It is
also used for conjectures about the present.
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Example: Mañana hablaré con el jefe. (Tomorrow I will
speak with the boss.)
Example: ¿Qué hora será? (I wonder what time it is?)
Formation: Add endings directly to the infinitive: -é, -
ás, -á, -emos, -éis, -án.

Futuro Compuesto (Future Perfect)

This tense describes an action that will have been completed
by a certain future time. It uses haber in the future simple
plus the past participle.

Example: Para diciembre, ya habré terminado el curso.
(By December, I will have finished the course.)

Condicional Simple (Conditional)

The conditional expresses actions that would happen under
certain conditions.  It  is  also used for polite requests and
reporting speech.

Example: Hablaría contigo, pero estoy ocupado. (I
would talk to you, but I am busy.)
Example: ¿Podrías ayudarme? (Could you help me?)
Formation: Add endings to the infinitive: -ía, -ías, -ía, -
íamos, -íais, -ían.

Condicional Compuesto (Conditional Perfect)

This tense refers to actions that would have happened in the
past under different circumstances. It is formed with haber

in the conditional plus the past participle.

Example: Habría ido si me hubieras invitado. (I would
have gone if you had invited me.)

The Subjunctive Mood: Expressing
Subjectivity and Emotion

The  subjunctive  mood  is  used  in  dependent  clauses  to
express doubt, emotion, desire, necessity, and other non-real
situations.  While  it  appears  less  frequently  than  the
indicative,  mastering  it  is  essential  for  sounding  natural.
Here is the list of Spanish verb tenses in the subjunctive
mood.

Presente de Subjuntivo (Present Subjunctive)

Used after expressions like es necesario que, quiero que, and
dudo  que  when  the  subject  changes.  It  is  also  used  for
present or future actions.

Example: Espero que hables con él. (I hope you speak
with him.)
Formation: For -ar verbs, drop the -o from the present
yo form and add -e, -es, -e, -emos, -éis, -en. For -er/-ir,
add -a, -as, -a, -amos, -áis, -an.

Pretérito Perfecto de Subjuntivo (Present



Perfect Subjunctive)

This  tense describes actions that  have occurred or  could
have occurred before the main clause. It uses haya (present
subjunctive of haber) plus the past participle.

Example: Me alegra que hayas venido. (I'm glad you
have come.)

Imperfecto de Subjuntivo (Imperfect
Subjunctive)

Used in past contexts or with conditional expressions. There
are two sets of  endings (-ra and -se),  both acceptable.  It
often appears in “if” clauses and after como si.

Example: Si tuviera más tiempo, viajaría. (If I had
more time, I would travel.)
Formation: Take the third-person plural of the

preterite (e.g., hablaron), drop -on, and add -a, -as, -a, -
amos, -ais, -an (or -se endings).

Pluscuamperfecto de Subjuntivo (Past Perfect
Subjunctive)

This  tense  expresses  actions  that  would  have  happened
before another past action or in hypothetical past situations.
It uses hubiera or hubiese plus the past participle.

Example: Ojalá hubiera estudiado más. (I wish I had
studied more.)

Futuro de Subjuntivo (Future Subjunctive) –
Rare

Once common in legal and literary language, this tense is
now almost obsolete in spoken Spanish. It appears in fixed
phrases and old texts. Example:


