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Introduction: The Perfect Gift for
the Crossword Enthusiast

Finding a gift for someone who loves crossword puzzles
can feel both easy and tricky. Easy, because you know
they enjoy words, patterns, and mental challenges. Tricky,
because you want something that feels personal and
useful, not just another pencil or a generic puzzle book.
Crossword solvers are a special breed: they appreciate
cleverness, precision, and a good dose of trivia. Whether
they tackle the New York Times Sunday puzzle with a pen
or prefer cryptic crosswords that require lateral thinking,
the right gift can show you understand their passion. In
this guide, we explore a wide range of gifts for
crossword puzzle lovers—from practical tools that
enhance the solving experience to fun, themed surprises
that celebrate their hobby. Each idea is chosen to spark
joy, improve skills, or simply make their next puzzle
session more enjoyable.

Understanding the Crossword
Puzzle Lover

Before diving into specific gift ideas, it helps to consider
what makes a crossword fan tick. Some enjoy the quiet
ritual of a morning puzzle with coffee, while others treat
crosswords as a competitive sport, timing themselves or
working in groups. Many are curious about language and
love learning new words, obscure facts, or historical
references. They might prefer American-style grids with
tricky clues, or British-style cryptic puzzles with anagrams
and wordplay. Knowing their preferred puzzle type can
guide your choice. For example, a cryptic solver might
appreciate a book of advanced cryptic crosswords, while a
casual solver might love a beautifully designed daily
calendar. The best gifts for crossword puzzle lovers are
those that respect their skill level and deepen their
engagement with the word game they adore.

Top Gift Categories for Crossword
Enthusiasts

To cover all possibilities, we have organized gift ideas into
several categories: books and subscriptions, tools and
accessories, technology and apps, personalized items,
puzzles and games beyond crosswords, and home and
office decor. Each category offers unique ways to delight
the puzzle fan in your life.

1. Puzzle Books, Collections, and
Subscriptions

Nothing is more classic than a new book of crosswords,
but today’s options go far beyond the standard cheap
paperback. Look for curated collections from top
constructors like Will Shortz, David Q. W. (for cryptic
puzzles), or collections themed around specific topics such
as pop culture, history, or science. Many puzzle lovers
enjoy variety, so consider a subscription that delivers a
fresh puzzle each week or month. Gifts for crossword

puzzle lovers in this category include:

e The New York Times Sunday Crosswords - A
perennial favorite, available in bound volumes or
quarterly subscriptions.

e Cruciverbalist-themed books - For instance,
Wordplay: The Curious History of Crosswords by
David Astle offers a behind-the-scenes look at puzzle
construction.

e Cryptic crossword collections - Books from the
Guardian, Times of London, or the American Cryptic
series for advanced solvers.

e Puzzle a day calendar - A tear-off calendar
featuring a different crossword every day; perfect for
daily ritual.

e Subscription to online puzzle platforms -
Services like Puzzmo, Crosshare, or the NYT Games
subscription (which includes crosswords, Spelling
Bee, and more) make excellent ongoing gifts.

These options ensure that the gift keeps giving long after
the box is opened, providing endless opportunities for
mental exercise.

2. Tools and Accessories for Better Solving

Serious solvers often have strong preferences about
writing instruments and aids. While a standard #2 pencil
works, dedicated crossword solvers might appreciate
high-quality mechanical pencils or erasable pens that
don’t smudge. Erasers are crucial too; a soft, crumb-free
eraser can save a grid from messy corrections. Consider
also magnifying rulers for small print puzzles, or a sturdy
clipboard that holds newspapers or books flat. Gifts for
crossword puzzle lovers in the accessories category
include:

e Fine-point mechanical pencils - e.g., Pentel
GraphGear 1000 or Uni Kuru Toga (rotating lead
mechanism).

e Friction pens - Pilot FriXion erasable pens allow
writing and erasing without shavings.

e Paper-friendly erasers - Tombow Mono or
Staedtler Mars plastic erasers.

e Puzzle-specific highlighters - For marking letters
or crossing off solved clues.

e Portable reading light - Essential for solving in
bed or on an airplane.

e Crossword solving mat or board - A non-slip mat
with a grid overlay can help when solving on an
uneven surface.

These practical items show thoughtfulness and can elevate
the everyday solving experience.

3. Tech and Apps for the Modern Crossword
Solver

Many puzzle lovers embrace digital tools for solving,
building, or learning. Apps and websites have
revolutionized the hobby, offering interactive grids,
instant feedback, and community features. A subscription
to a premium puzzle app or a one-time purchase of a
puzzle construction software can be a fantastic gift. Tech-
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oriented gifts for crossword puzzle lovers include:

e Crossword apps subscription - Beyond NYT,
consider apps like Crossword Solver (for practice), or
Crosswords by Redstone (with thousands of free
puzzles).

¢ Puzzle construction software - CrossFire or
Crossword Compiler for enthusiasts who want to
create their own puzzles (a growing sub-hobby).

 Smart notebook for digital solving - Rocketbook
or similar reusable notebooks that sync to cloud,
allowing them to solve on paper and digitize.

¢ A Kindle or e-reader - If they don’t already have
one, perfect for downloading puzzle magazines from
Libby or Kindle Unlimited.

¢ Podcast subscriptions for crossword lovers -
Podcasts like “Crossword Podcast” or “Puzzle
Podcast” provide interviews, tips, and fun trivia.

Technology can enhance accessibility, especially for
solvers with joint pain or vision issues, making crosswords
more inclusive.

4. Personalized and Unique Gifts

Nothing says “I thought of you” like a gift customized for
the recipient. Personalized items can incorporate their
name, favorite words, or inside jokes. For crossword
lovers, consider gifts that literally spell out their passion.
Ideas include:

e Custom crossword puzzle - A puzzle where the
grid spells out their name or a special phrase,
created by online services like
CustomCrossword.com or CrossCreator.

e Engraved pen or pencil set - With a quote like
“Across and Down” or their initials.

e Personalized puzzle board - A wooden board
engraved with their name and a favorite clue.

¢ Crossword-themed jewelry - Necklace or bracelet
with a small grid pattern or the word “WORDPLAY”
in puzzle font.

e Custom word art - A print of their most-used
crossword words (e.g., “ERNE,” “ELI,” “STOA”)
arranged in a visually appealing pattern.

These gifts are memorable and show extra effort, making
them cherished keepsakes.

5. Puzzles and Games Beyond Crosswords

Many crossword fans enjoy other types of word and logic
puzzles. Expanding their repertoire can be a fun way to
challenge them. Board games, card games, or puzzle
boxes that involve wordplay or deduction make excellent
complementary gifts. Consider:

e Word board games - Codenames, Upwords, or
Scrabble (especially the deluxe edition).

e Logic puzzle books - KenKen, Sudoku, or logic grid
puzzles from Penny Press or Dell Magazines.

e Escape room in a box - Puzzles that require solving
clues, often including word games.

e Crossword puzzle jigsaws - A physical jigsaw
puzzle that is also a crossword (fill in the grid as you
assemble).

e Trivia card games - Games like Wits & Wagers or
timed trivia that test general knowledge.

These options provide variety and can be enjoyed alone or
with friends and family.

6. Home and Office Decor for Puzzle Fans

Puzzle lovers often enjoy surrounding themselves with
items that reflect their hobby. From mugs to wall art, the
decor gifts are both functional and decorative. Some
ideas:

¢ Crossword-themed coffee mug - With a partial
grid and a funny clue like “Morning Aid (8 letters)” -
answer: CAFFEINE.

e Puzzle-print throw blanket or pillow - Featuring
a grid pattern or crossword letters.

e Poster of famous crossword grids - Print of the
first crossword ever published (by Arthur Wynne,
1913) or a replica of a classic puzzle.

e Crossword calendar - A wall calendar with daily or
monthly puzzles, often removing the need for a
separate schedule.

e Puzzle-shaped coasters - Coasters that look like
crossword squares or with word clues.

These items let them express their identity at home or
work, and can be conversation starters for fellow puzzle
fans.

How to Choose the Right Gift for
the Crossword Lover in Your Life

With so many options, narrowing down can be
overwhelming. Start by observing their solving habits. Do
they solve on paper or screen? Do they prefer quick
crosswords or deep, challenging ones? What is their skill
level - beginner, intermediate, or expert? Gifts for
crossword puzzle lovers should match their engagement
level. A beginner might enjoy a book of easy crosswords
with extra hints, while an expert might relish a rare, out-
of-print collection of cryptic puzzles. Also consider the
occasion: a birthday, holiday, or just a surprise. Pair a
practical item (like a nice pen) with a fun one (like a
custom puzzle) for a balanced gift bundle. Finally,
remember that many crossword fans are also fans of
language, literature, and history - so a book about the
history of crosswords or a word etymology dictionary
could be a hit.

Conclusion: Celebrate Their Love
of Words

Crossword puzzle lovers are passionate about words,
patterns, and mental stimulation. The right gift can
acknowledge their hobby and enhance their enjoyment,
whether it’s a new set of puzzles, a stylish accessory, or a
personalized keepsake. From classic puzzle books to
modern tech subscriptions, the range of gifts for
crossword puzzle lovers is vast and varied. The key is to
choose something that shows you understand what they
love about solving: the challenge, the satisfaction of a
completed grid, and the joy of learning something new. So
next time you’'re gift-hunting, think beyond the generic
and give something that celebrates their cruciverbalist
spirit. After all, a crossword fan can never have too many
puzzles - or too many thoughtful gifts that make solving
even more delightful.



