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B.V. Larson’s Undying Mercenaries series has carved a unique niche in
military science fiction. With its blend of brutal combat, dark humor,
and a revolutionary revival technology, the series has captivated
readers since its debut. The second installment, Dust World, takes
everything that made the first book great and amplifies it. If you are
looking for a gripping, action-packed read that explores the raw edge
of interstellar warfare, Dust World Undying Mercenaries Series
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look at the novel, exploring its plot, themes, and why it remains a
standout entry in the series.

What Makes the Undying Mercenaries Series Unique?

Before diving into the specifics of Book 2, it’s important to understand
the foundation of the series. The core concept is built around "revival"
technology. In this future, elite soldiers of Earth's Galactic Corps are
implanted with a bio-chip that records their consciousness. When they
die in battle—which happens frequently—they are "revived" back on
their ship or base, often with only a few hours of memory loss. This
makes them virtually immortal, but the process is expensive and
individually tracked.

The series follows James McGill, a brash, cunning, and often rule-
breaking soldier from the backwater planet of Earth. He is not the
strongest or the most disciplined, but his adaptability and survival
instincts make him invaluable. This unique premise allows Larson to
explore questions of life, death, and sacrifice in a way few other
military sci-fi series can. Dust World Undying Mercenaries Series
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Book 2 takes this concept and applies it to one of the most hostile and
mysterious environments in the galaxy.

Plot Premise of Dust World

The story picks up shortly after the events of the first book, Steel
World. The Varus Legion, the unit to which McGill belongs, has been
battered and depleted. They are given a new assignment that initially
seems like a welcome break: a garrison posting on a planet simply
known as "Dust World." This world is a massive, ancient asteroid or
small planetoid that has been hollowed out and filled with a breathable
atmosphere, artificial gravity, and a treacherous ecosystem of sands
and rock.

However, the mission quickly descends into chaos. The planet is not a
simple backwater. It is a key strategic location for the alien race known
as the "Mogwa," a species that is far more advanced and inscrutable
than humamty The local human colonists are downtrodden and the
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Mercenaries Series Book 2 centers on the legion’s desperate fight
for survival against a relentless, sand-dwelling alien species known as
the "Skarren," while also dealing with political intrigue and the looming
threat of the Mogwa.

Key Plot Points in Dust World

¢ A New Enemy: The Skarren are a highly aggressive, insectoid-
like race that burrows through the soil of Dust World. They are
fast, numerous, and possess a hive-mind intelligence that makes
them a terrifying foe.

e The Mogwa Presence: The ancient and manipulative Mogwa
have a hidden agenda on Dust World. The legion is caught
between fighting the Skarren and trying not to offend their alien
masters.

e McGill’s Rise: James McGill, now a veteran of the first book,
finds himself in increasingly important roles. His unorthodox
methods often succeed where traditional tactics fail, earning him
both enemies and allies.
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e Revival Tech Under Stress: The constant combat on Dust World
pushes the revival technology to its limits. The logistical and
moral implications of dying repeatedly are explored in depth.

The narrative is a whirlwind of firefights, ambushes, and desperate last
stands, all set against the claustrophobic and gritty environment of a
world that wants to kill you in a thousand ways.

Character Development in Dust World

One of the greatest strengths of Dust World Undying Mercenaries
Series Book 2 is the development of its protagonist, James McGill. In
the first book, he is primarily a survivor who relies on his wits. In this
sequel, he begins to mature—though his core personality remains
irreverent and opportunistic.

James McGill: The Reluctant Leader
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command of a squad and later a century (a unit of 100 men). His
leadership style is unique. He does not inspire through speeches or
heroics alone. Instead, he uses a combination of charisma, bribery, and
sheer audacity to get his men to follow him into impossible situations.
His character arc in this book is about learning that being a leader
means bearing the burden of others' lives, even when you can be
revived.

The Supporting Cast

The book also enriches the supporting characters. We see more of:

¢ Adjunct Carlos: McGill’s scheming and cowardly friend. In Dust
World Undying Mercenaries Series Book 2, Carlos provides
much of the dark humor, often trying to find the easiest way out
of a fight.

e Primus Graves: The hard-nosed, by-the-book commander who
has a grudging respect for McGill’s results. Their interactions are
a highlight of the series.

e Galina Turov: The complex and manipulative female officer who



Dust World Undying Mercenaries Series Book 2

is both a rival and an occasional ally to McGill. Her political
machinations are a significant subplot in this book.

Larson does an excellent job of making each character feel distinct,
with their own motivations and flaws. Even minor soldiers who exist
only to die in a firefight leave an impression.

World-Building and the Environment of
Dust World

The titular planet is a character in itself. Dust World Undying
Mercenaries Series Book 2 excels at creating a sense of place that is
both fascinating and terrifying. The planet is described as a massive
cavernous space. There is no sky in the traditional sense—just a
distant, dusty ceiling filled with glowing crystals that provide an
artificial day.

The environment dictates the tactics. Combat takes place in:
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¢ Sandfields: Open areas of fine, shifting sand where the Skarren
can easily burrow and ambush.

¢ Rock Tunnels: Narrow passages carved by ancient mining or
natural erosion, perfect for close-quarters fighting.

e Asteroid Settlements: Human colonies built from salvaged
materials, offering a glimpse into the harsh lives of civilians on
the galactic frontier.

This environment forces the legion to adapt their tactics. Heavy
vehicles are often useless. Standard infantry tactics must be modified.
The constant threat of the ground swallowing you whole creates a
palpable tension that runs through every chapter. The world feels
lived-in and dangerous, adding a layer of survival horror to the military
sci-fi action.

Key Themes Explored in Dust World

Beneath the action, Dust World Undying Mercenaries Series Book
2 tackles several interesting themes:
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. The Cost of Immortality: The revival technology is not perfect.
It takes a psychological toll. Soldiers know that death is a
temporary setback, but they also know that every death costs
resources and can be avoided. The book explores how this
changes the nature of warfare and leadership. A commander has
to decide when it is worth sacrificing a unit for a gain, knowing
they will be back.

. Colonialism and Exploitation: The human colonists on Dust
World are treated poorly by their Mogwa overlords. The legion is
effectively a tool of oppression, even while they are fighting to
protect the colony. McGill's moral compass often conflicts with
the orders he receives.

. Survival vs. Honor: The legion's code of honor is constantly
tested. In a world where you can die and come back, what is the
value of a single life? What is the value of courage? The book does
not offer easy answers, but it presents compelling dilemmas.

. Adaptability: The central theme of the series is adaptability.
McGill survives not because he is the strongest, but because he is
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Book 2 forces him to adapt to a completely new kind of warfare
and a new kind of enemy.

Writing Style and Pacing

B.V. Larson writes with a fast-paced, cinematic style. The action scenes
are brutal and clear. He does not waste time on long, poetic
descriptions of the landscape. Instead, he focuses on the action, the
dialogue, and the internal thoughts of McGill. The chapters are short
and often end on a cliffhanger, making the book a classic "page-
turner."

The dialogue is sharp and often humorous. McGill's internal monologue
is full of sarcasm and practical observations. This tone helps to balance
the grimness of the setting and the high body count. Dust World
Undying Mercenaries Series Book 2 is a book that takes itself
seriously but not too seriously. It knows it is a thrilling ride, and it
delivers that experience efficiently.
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Comparison with Book 1: Steel World

How does Dust World Undying Mercenaries Series Book 2
compare to the series opener? Steel World was an introduction to the
world and the technology. It was a classic "training and first mission"

story.

e Scale: Dust World is more contained. Instead of fighting on a
planet with multiple biomes, the entire story takes place in one
hostile environment. This makes the setting feel more focused and
oppressive.

e Stakes: In Steel World, the stakes were about survival and first
contact. In Dust World, the stakes are about politics and the
future of Earth's relationship with the Mogwa. The plot is more
intricate.

e McGill’s Role: McGill goes from being a clever grunt to a full-
fledged NCO and leader. His character becomes more complex.

. Enemy The Skarren are a more v1scera1 and terrlfylng enemy
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hunt" brought to life with intelligence and ferocity.

While Steel World is a great foundation, many fans argue that Dust
World Undying Mercenaries Series Book 2 is where the series truly
hits its stride. The formula is refined, the characters are more defined,
and the action is relentless.

Why You Should Read Dust World

If you are a fan of military science fiction, this book is a must-read. It is
perfect for those who enjoy:

e Fast-paced action: Every chapter has a fight, a chase, or a
tactical problem.

e Dark humor: The dialogue is witty, and the situations are often
absurd enough to be funny.

¢ Unique sci-fi concepts: The revival technology and the setting
of a hollowed-out world are original and well-executed.



