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Introduction: The Thrill of
the Hunt in Red Dead
Redemption

Few experiences in open-world gaming
capture the raw, dusty romance of the
American frontier quite like the treasure
hunts in Red Dead Redemption. Rockstar
Games weaves mystery, exploration, and
old-fashioned clue-solving into a series of
maps that challenge even the most
seasoned gunslingers. Among these, Red
Dead Redemption Treasure Map 3
stands out as a pivotal chapter in the
game’s hidden wealth. Whether you are a
newcomer tracking down your first cache or
a veteran revisiting the West, this map
offers a rewarding puzzle that deepens your
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everything you need to know about Red
Dead Redemption Treasure Map 3—how
to find it, how to solve it, and what
treasures await.

What Is Red Dead
Redemption Treasure Map
37?

In the original Red Dead Redemption
(2010), treasure maps are collectible items
that lead John Marston to hidden stashes of
gold and money. There are several treasure
map series, but the main treasure hunt
involves four maps. Red Dead
Redemption Treasure Map 3 is the third
in this sequence, obtained after you
successfully use the second map. The game
does not hand you the solution; you must
interpret hand-drawn landmarks and vague
directions to pinpoint the exact location.
The reward for solving Map 3 is not only a
substantial amount of gold, but also a sense
of accomplishment that makes the journey
worthwhile.

The map itself depicts a region in the
southern part of New Austin, featuring
landmarks such as a distinctive rock
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formation, a deaa/[g%e‘?,' and a cliff face.
Unlike some later treasure hunts in Red
Dead Redemption 2, the first game’s maps
are more straightforward but no less
satisfying. Understanding the geography is
key, and Red Dead Redemption Treasure
Map 3 encourages players to explore
corners of the map they might otherwise
overlook.

Where to Find Treasure Map 3

Before you can solve Red Dead
Redemption Treasure Map 3, you need to
have it in your possession. The map is
obtained automatically after you
successfully locate the treasure from Map 2.
That earlier map leads you to a spot near
the Rio del Lobo Rock, where you dig up a
chest containing not only gold but also Map
3. So, you cannot skip ahead—you must
progress through the hunt sequentially.
This design ensures that players experience
the full treasure trail, from the plains of
Hennigan’s Stead to the rugged terrain of
Cholla Springs.

If you are having trouble finding Map 2,
consult the game’s journal or online
resources. Once you have Map 3 in your
inventory.you, €an; activate; it.fnom: the
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Documents section of the pause menu. The
map will appear as a faded piece of
parchment with a crudely drawn path. Your
goal is to match the drawing to real
locations in the world.

Step-by-Step Guide to
Solving Red Dead

Redemption Treasure Map
3

Solving Red Dead Redemption Treasure
Map 3 requires a keen eye and a little
patience. The drawing shows a canyon-like
area with a large, twisted tree on a ridge, a
small outcrop of rocks below, and a cliff
face with a noticeable crack. The treasure is
buried at the base of that cliff, near the
rocks. Here is a detailed walkthrough.

Step 1: Identify the Region

The landmarks on Map 3 most closely
resemble the area north of Tumbleweed, in
the Gaptooth Ridge region. Head to the
area east of the Gaptooth Mine and south of
the Rio Bravo. The terrain here is
characterized by reddish-brown canyons
and sparse vegetation. Look for a prominent



Red Dead Redemption Treasure

mesa with a dead,l\(/xlralgr%d tree perched on
its edge. This tree is your key reference
point—it is visible from a distance and
matches the drawing perfectly.

Step 2: Navigate to the CIiff

Once you locate the dead tree, ride toward
it. As you approach, you will see a steep cliff
face below the tree. Dismount and walk
along the base of the cliff. You are
searching for a spot where the rock wall
forms a narrow crevice or shadowed notch.
The map shows a small X near this crevice.
In the game, this is a subtle indentation that
might be easy to miss if you rush.

Use Eagle Eye to highlight interactive
search areas. When you are close to the
correct spot, a prompt will appear to
“Search” or “Dig.” Press the appropriate
button, and John will uncover a small chest.
Inside, you will find a significant sum of
gold bars—usually enough to buy new
weapons, outfits, or simply fill your coffers.

Step 3: Claim Your Reward

After digging, you retrieve the contents
automatically. Red Dead Redemption
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which can be sold at any general store or to
the doctor in Armadillo. At around $500
each, that is a tidy profit for a few minutes
of exploration. Additionally, you will obtain
Treasure Map 4, which leads to the final
and most valuable cache in the series.

Tips for Successful
Treasure Hunting in Red
Dead Redemption

To make the most of your time with Red
Dead Redemption Treasure Map 3 and
the other maps, keep these strategies in
mind:

e Use the journal effectively: Your in-
game journal records each map and
any notes you have made. Reviewing it
can help you recall landmarks.

e Ride, don’t fast travel: The joy of
treasure hunting is in the journey. Fast
travel skips the beautiful scenery and
random encounters that make the
world feel alive.

e Mark your map: If you think you have
identified the area, place a custom
waypoint. Then approach on foot for
the final search.
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o Patience wit]xlﬁgqqe Eve: Eagle Eve
(clicking the right stick) highlights
interactive items. Use it frequently
when you are near a suspected dig
site.

* Save before digging: In rare cases,
the treasure might glitch or you might
accidentally miss the prompt. A quick
save ensures you do not lose your
progress.

These tips apply to all treasure maps, but
they are especially critical for Red Dead
Redemption Treasure Map 3 because the
dig spot is small and easily overlooked.

Comparing Treasure Map
3 with Other Treasure
Maps

The treasure maps in the original Red Dead
Redemption vary in difficulty and location.
Map 1 is relatively easy, leading you to a
spot near a distinctive rock formation in
Hennigan’s Stead. Map 2 takes you to a
mine tunnel. Red Dead Redemption
Treasure Map 3 is considered
intermediate—the drawing is clear, but the
BT L e S A C IR
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observation. Map 4, the final one, is the
trickiest, as it involves a deep cave and a
jump over a gap.

In terms of reward value, Map 3 offers a
solid payday but is not the richest. The true
fortune lies in the final chest from Map 4.
However, Red Dead Redemption
Treasure Map 3 is crucial because it
provides the map that leads to that ultimate
treasure. Without completing Map 3, you
cannot access Map 4 and the game’s largest
monetary reward.

If you are playing Red Dead Redemption 2,
note that that game has its own treasure
map series—the Jack Hall Gang, High
Stakes, and Poisonous Trail—but Red Dead
Redemption Treasure Map 3 is exclusive
to the first game. Nevertheless, the sense of
exploration and the satisfaction of
deciphering hand-drawn clues remain
identical across both titles.

Why Treasure Map 3 Is a
Fan Favorite

Many players hold Red Dead Redemption
Treasure Map 3 in high regard for several
reasons. First, the location is picturesque.
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The Gaptooth Ridq%/llae%i‘g’n offers vast views
of canyons and desert, especially at sunset.
The dead tree that serves as a landmark is
iconic—it has appeared in screenshots and
fan art. Second, the difficulty is balanced. It
is not so easy that you solve it in minutes,
nor so obscure that you need a guide. The
puzzle respects your intelligence while still
providing a rewarding “aha” moment when
you spot the crevice.

Furthermore, the treasure map system in
Red Dead Redemption is one of the earliest
examples of environmental storytelling in
open-world games. The maps are not just
fetch quests; they tell a story of a previous
outlaw who stashed his loot, and you are
retracing his steps. Red Dead Redemption
Treasure Map 3 fits into that narrative
perfectly, making you feel like a real
prospector reading an old journal.

Common Mistakes and
How to Avoid Them

Even experienced players can stumble when
hunting for Red Dead Redemption
Treasure Map 3’s location. Here are the
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. Mistaking the dead tree: There are
several dead trees in Gaptooth Ridge.
The correct one is the tallest, on a
high ridge east of Tumbleweed. It has
a distinctive fork in its trunk that
matches the drawing.

. Searching too low: Some players
look for the crevice at ground level. In
reality, the crevice is about halfway up
the cliff face, at a height where John
can stand and interact. If you are
walking along the base, you might
miss it.

. Not using Eagle Eye: The dig spot is
tiny. Without Eagle Eye, you can ride
right past it. Activate it as soon as you
reach the base of the cliff near the
tree.

. Forgetting to retrieve Map 4: After
you dig up the chest, do not rush
away. Make sure you have collected
the gold and that Map 4 has been
added to your inventory. If you skip it,
you will have



