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Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker

Introduction to the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker

When it comes to keeping your lawn and garden looking pristine, a reliable string trimmer is an essential tool.
Among the many options on the market, the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker stands out as a popular choice for
homeowners who demand performance without breaking the bank. Whether you are trimming along fence lines,
edging walkways,  or  tackling overgrown patches near trees,  this  gas-powered trimmer offers  the power and
maneuverability needed to get the job done efficiently.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore every aspect of the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker—from its engine
specifications and design features to real-world performance, maintenance tips, and how it compares to other
trimmers in its class. By the end, you will have a thorough understanding of what makes this tool a solid investment
for your yard care routine.

Key Features of the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker

Engine and Power Delivery

At the heart of the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker is a 31cc two-cycle engine. This powerplant provides a strong
balance of torque and RPM, allowing the trimmer to slice through thick grass, weeds, and light brush with ease. The
two-cycle design means you will need to mix oil and gasoline, but it also keeps the engine lightweight and simple to
maintain.  Craftsman has engineered this  engine to  start  reliably,  often requiring just  a  few pulls  even after
prolonged storage.

The displacement of 31cc is a sweet spot for residential use: it is powerful enough for medium to large yards yet not
overly heavy or thirsty on fuel. Many users report that a single tank of the fuel mixture lasts through a typical
trimming session of 30 to 45 minutes.

Cutting System and Line Feed

The Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker features a dual-line bump head that allows you to advance the cutting line by
simply tapping the head on the ground. This is a time-tested mechanism that is both intuitive and durable. The
trimmer uses 0.080-inch diameter line, which strikes a good balance between cutting ability and durability. For
tougher weeds, you can upgrade to a heavier line, but the stock configuration handles most residential tasks
admirably.

The cutting swath is approximately 17 inches wide, which means you can cover ground relatively quickly compared
to smaller electric models. The guard is positioned to deflect debris away from your legs while still offering good
visibility of the cutting path.

Ergonomics and Handling

Despite being a gas-powered machine, the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker is designed with user comfort in mind.
It features a curved shaft that helps balance the weight of the engine toward the rear, reducing fatigue during
extended use. The handle is adjustable and padded, allowing you to find a comfortable grip angle. Additionally, the
trigger throttle with a cruise control lock makes it easy to maintain a steady cutting speed without squeezing the
trigger continuously.

The overall weight of the unit is around 12 to 13 pounds, which is reasonable for a 31cc trimmer. While not as light
as a battery-powered model, the weight is well-distributed, and the shoulder strap (included with most versions)
helps take the load off your arms.

Additional Design Elements

Primer bulb and choke: Facilitate easier cold starts.
Transparent fuel tank: Lets you see the fuel level at a glance.
Replaceable air filter: Simple to clean or swap out for regular maintenance.
Durable metal shaft: Provides rigidity and longevity.

Performance in Real-World Use

Trimming Grass and Weeds

When you fire up the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker, the first thing you notice is the smooth idle and the quick
throttle response. The engine revs up willingly, and the cutting line spins at high speed. For standard lawn grass, it
slices through cleanly without stalling or bogging down. Even with damp or slightly overgrown grass, the trimmer
maintains momentum.



For tougher weeds, such as thistles or young brush, the 31cc engine has enough torque to power through. You may
need to let the line do the work rather than forcing the head into the vegetation, but the trimmer rarely hesitates.
The bump feed mechanism is reliable: a firm tap on the ground advances the line, and you rarely have to stop mid-
job to manually adjust.

Edging and Detail Work

The curved shaft design makes it easy to tilt the trimmer for edging along driveways and sidewalks. The guard
rotates to help direct cuttings away, and the 17-inch swath is wide enough to edge efficiently. For flower beds and
around trees, you can angle the head to trim precisely without damaging bark or plants.

Noise and Vibration Levels

Like any gas-powered trimmer, the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker produces engine noise typical of two-cycle
machines. It is not overly loud, but using ear protection is advisable. Vibration is present but not excessive; the
handle padding helps absorb some of the shake. Most users find they can work comfortably for 30 to 60 minutes
without hand fatigue.

Maintenance and Longevity

Fuel and Oil Mixing

Since this is a two-cycle engine, you must mix unleaded gasoline with high-quality two-cycle oil at a ratio of 40:1 (or
as specified in the manual). Using pre-mixed fuel from a can is an option if you want to avoid measuring. Always use
fresh fuel, as ethanol-blended gas can degrade over time and cause carburetor issues.

Regular Cleaning and Storage

After each use, wipe down the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker to remove grass clippings and debris. Pay special
attention to the air intake and cooling fins. Every few uses, clean or replace the air filter. The spark plug should be
checked at the beginning of each season, and the fuel filter should be replaced annually. If storing for more than a
month, either run the carburetor dry or add a fuel stabilizer.

Common Repairs and Parts

Over time, the trimmer line will need replacement, and the bump head may wear out. Both are inexpensive and easy
to replace. The carburetor may require cleaning if the machine sits unused for long periods. Overall, the Craftsman
31cc Weed Wacker is built with readily available parts, making DIY maintenance straightforward.

Comparison with Other Trimmers

Craftsman 31cc vs. 25cc Models

The 31cc version offers a noticeable power advantage over smaller 25cc models from the same brand. For yards
with thicker weeds or tougher terrain, the 31cc is the better choice. The weight difference is minimal, so there is
little reason to downsize unless you have a very small property.

Craftsman 31cc vs. Electric/Battery Trimmers

Compared to corded electric or battery-powered trimmers, the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker excels in runtime
and raw power. Battery trimmers may fade after 20–30 minutes, while the gas model runs as long as you have fuel.
However, electric models are quieter and require less maintenance. If you have a small yard and don't mind cords or
limited battery life, an electric might suffice. For larger properties, gas is often more practical.

Craftsman 31cc vs. Other Gas Brands (e.g., Husqvarna, Echo)

In the same price range, the Craftsman offers good value. While premium brands like Husqvarna or Echo may have
slightly better build quality or more advanced anti-vibration systems, the Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker holds its
own in everyday use. The price difference can be significant, and for most homeowners, the Craftsman provides
more than enough reliability and performance.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of Your Trimmer

Use quality fuel mix: Always use fresh gas and the correct oil ratio to prevent engine problems.1.
Keep the line properly advanced: Don't let the line get too short before bumping, as this reduces cutting2.
efficiency.
Trim at the right angle: Tilt the head slightly so the line cuts with the tip, reducing strain on the engine.3.
Wear protective gear: Safety glasses, long pants, and sturdy shoes are recommended. Hearing protection is4.
a plus.
Store in a dry place: Moisture can cause rust and fuel system issues; store the trimmer upright in a shed or5.
garage.
Replace the spark plug annually: A fresh spark plug ensures easy starts and smooth running.6.
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Conclusion

The Craftsman 31cc Weed Wacker is a well-rounded, dependable gas string trimmer that delivers the power and
features needed for most residential lawn care tasks. Its 31cc engine provides ample torque for thick weeds and
grass, while the ergonomic design keeps you comfortable during longer sessions. With reasonable maintenance, this
trimmer can serve you for many seasons. Whether you are a first-time buyer or upgrading from a less powerful
model, the Craftsman 31cc strikes an excellent balance of performance, ease of use, and value. If you value the
freedom of gas-powered trimming without the premium price tag, this weed wacker is definitely worth considering.


