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Austin Healey 3000 Price Guide

Introduction: The
Enduring Allure of the
Austin Healey 3000

There are few sounds in the automotive world
as instantly recognizable as the growl of a
straight-six engine breathing through twin SU
carburetors. For enthusiasts of classic British
sports cars, the Austin Healey 3000 represents
a golden era of motoring—a time when driving
was visceral, mechanical, and deeply personal.

Known affectionately as the "Big Healey," this
model has carved out a legendary status that
continues to captivate collectors, restorers, and
weekend drivers alike.

Whether you are a seasoned collector looking
to add a pristine example to your garage or a
first-time buyer hoping to fulfill a lifelong
dream, understanding the current market is
essential. This comprehensive Austin Healey
3000 price guide will walk you through the
key factors that influence value, the price



ranges you can expect for different conditions,
and the nuances that  separate a good
investment from a bottomless money pit. By
the end of this guide, you will have a clear
picture of what it really costs to own one of
Britain's most beloved sports cars.

A Brief Legacy: Why the
Austin Healey 3000
Commands Attention

Before diving into the numbers, it helps to
understand what makes this car so special.
Produced between 1959 and 1967, the Austin
Healey 3000 was the final and most powerful
iteration of the "Big Healey" lineage. It evolved
through three distinct series: the BN7 and BT7

Mark I, the BN7 and BT7 Mark II, and the
coveted BJ8 Mark III. Each series brought
refinements in power, comfort, and styling, but
all shared the same soulful character that
defines the breed.

The 3000 was a genuine dual-purpose machine.
I t  c o u l d  t a c k l e  c o m p e t i t i v e  r a l l y
stages—indeed, it achieved notable success at
events like the Liège-Rome-Liège and the
Alpine Rally—yet it remained comfortable
enough for long-distance touring. This blend of
performance and practicality is a major reason
why the Austin Healey 3000 remains so
sought after today. It is a car that offers
genuine driving excitement without the
extreme temperament of some Italian
contemporaries.
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As with any classic car, prices have risen
steadily over the past two decades. However,
the market has also become more discerning. A
deep understanding of what drives value is your
best tool when navigating this exciting, and
sometimes intimidating, marketplace.

Factors That Shape the
Austin Healey 3000
Price Guide

No two Austin Healey 3000s are exactly alike,
and their values can vary dramatically based on
several critical factors. Let us break down the
most important elements that influence what
you should expect to pay.

Condition Above All Else

Condition remains the single most significant
price determinant in the classic car world. For
the Austin Healey 3000, this is especially true
due to the car's known susceptibility to rust and
corrosion. When consulting any Austin Healey
3000 price guide, you will typically see values
grouped into standard condition categories:

Concours / Show Quality: These are
museum-grade examples that have been
meticulously restored to original
specifications or better. Every nut, bolt,
and panel is correct. These cars often
achieve top awards at prestigious events
like the Pebble Beach Concours
d'Elegance or the Austin Healey Club of
America national meets.



Excellent Condition: A beautifully
maintained car that may have been
restored some years ago but remains in
outstanding cosmetic and mechanical
order. It is ready to drive and show,
though a discerning judge might find
minor imperfections under close
scrutiny.
Good Condition: A solid, presentable
car that has been well cared for. It may
show signs of normal patina and have
some non-original parts, but it is
structurally sound, runs well, and can be
enjoyed immediately.
Fair Condition: A car that is complete
and largely original but requires
significant work. It may run and drive,
but it will need mechanical sorting,
cosmetic refreshing, or minor welding.

This is a popular entry point for
enthusiasts who enjoy hands-on
restoration.
Project Condition: A car that is
incomplete, badly rusted, or
mechanically unsalvageable without
major intervention. These are best
suited for experienced restorers with
deep pockets and abundant patience.

Series and Model Year Specifics

Not all Austin Healey 3000s are valued equally.
The later BJ8 Mark III models, particularly
those with the Phase II engine producing 150
horsepower, are generally the most desirable
and command the highest prices. They feature
refinements like wind-up windows, a more
refined interior, and improved brakes, making
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them more civilized for modern driving.

The earlier Mark I and Mark II models have
their own dedicated following, often prized by
purists who value their more aggressive, race-
inspired character. Prices for these earlier cars
can still be substantial, especially for well-
documented, matching-numbers examples. The
rarest variants, such as the limited-production
rally homologation specials, occupy their own
stratosphere of value.

Authenticity and Matching Numbers

In the world of high-value classic cars,
originality is king. A car that retains its original
engine, gearbox, and body panels—known in
the trade as a "matching numbers" car—will
always command a premium. Documentation

such as the British Motor Industry Heritage
Trust certificate, which confirms the car's
original factory specifications, adds significant
credibility and value. Buyers are increasingly
willing to pay more for a car with a well-
documented history that includes service
records, restoration receipts, and previous
ownership details.

Color and Options

Believe it or not, color matters. Classic British
Racing Green, Colorado Red, and Healey Blue
are among the most desirable factory hues.
Rare optional equipment, such as wire wheels,
an overdrive transmission, a close-ratio
gearbox, or the desirable louvered bonnet, can
also boost a car's appeal and price.



Current Market Prices: A
Detailed Breakdown

Now that we have covered the variables, let us
look at real-world numbers. The following
ranges represent a broad consensus from
auction results, dealer listings, and private sales
observed over recent years. Please note that
these are estimates, and specific cars may fall
outside these bands depending on their
individual merits.

Austin Healey 3000 Mark I (BN7 &
BT7)

Concours / Show Quality: $90,000 –
$130,000
Excellent Condition: $70,000 –

$90,000
Good Condition: $50,000 – $70,000
Fair Condition: $35,000 – $50,000
Project Condition: $15,000 – $30,000

Austin Healey 3000 Mark II (BN7 &
BT7)

Concours / Show Quality: $95,000 –
$140,000
Excellent Condition: $75,000 –
$95,000
Good Condition: $55,000 – $75,000
Fair Condition: $38,000 – $55,000
Project Condition: $18,000 – $32,000

Austin Healey 3000 Mark III BJ8

Concours / Show Quality: $100,000 –
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$160,000+
Excellent Condition: $80,000 –
$110,000
Good Condition: $60,000 – $80,000
Fair Condition: $40,000 – $60,000
Project Condition: $20,000 – $35,000

As you can see, the Austin Healey 3000 price
guide reveals a significant spread. The jump
from a project car to a concours example can
be more than $100,000, reflecting the
enormous cost and skill required to achieve a
world-class restoration.

Market Trends: Where Is
the Austin Healey 3000

Headed?

The market for the Austin Healey 3000 has
matured considerably. During the speculative
boom of the mid-2010s, prices for top-tier
examples surged dramatically. In recent years,
the market has stabilized, with values for
excellent and concours cars holding firm while
weaker  examples  have  seen  modes t
corrections.

Several trends are worth noting for prospective
buyers and sellers:

The Rising Appeal of Driver-Quality
Cars

While investment-grade cars still attract serious



collectors, there is a growing appreciation for
"driver-quality" Austin Healey 3000s. These
are cars that are presentable and reliable but
not perfect. Enthusiasts are increasingly buying
these cars to use and enjoy rather than to lock
away in climate-controlled storage. This trend
has supported values in the good-to-excellent
range.

Global Demand and Export Markets

The Aus t in  Hea ley  3000 has  a  t ru ly
international following. Strong demand from
Europe, Australia, and Japan has kept prices
buoyant. However, the vast majority of
transactions still occur in North America and
the United Kingdom. Currency fluctuations and
shipping  cos ts  can  crea te  arbi t rage
opportunities for savvy buyers.

The Impact of Online Auctions and
Listings

Platforms like Bring a Trailer and Hemmings
have transformed the way classic cars are
bought and sold. The transparency of auction
results has helped standardize pricing, but it has
also created a highly competitive environment
for desirable cars. Sellers with excellent
documentation and compelling photography
often achieve premium results.

Buying an Austin Healey
3000: Practical Advice

If you are ready to take the plunge, here are
some steps to ensure you make a wise
purchase:
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Get a Pre-Purchase Inspection: This1.
is non-negotiable. Have a qualified
expert who knows Austin Healeys
thoroughly inspect the car. They will
check for rust in critical areas like the
floors, sills, frame rails, and rear spring
mounts. They can also assess the
mechanical condition of the engine,
gearbox, overdrive unit, and differential.
Verify the Numbers: Cross-reference2.
the engine number, gearbox number,
and body number with the Heritage
Certificate. Discrepancies are not
necessarily fatal, but they should be
reflected in the price.
Drive It: A test drive will reveal3.
volumes about the car's condition.
Listen for unusual noises, check how the
overdrive engages, and assess the

steering and brakes. A car that drives
well is far more enjoyable and typically
has fewer hidden issues.
Budget for the Unexpected: Even a4.
well-sorted Austin Healey 3000 will
require ongoing maintenance. Set aside
a contingency fund of at least 10-15%
of the purchase price for immediate
sorting and unexpected repairs.
Join the Community: The Austin5.
Healey Club is an invaluable resource.
Members are generous with their
knowledge, and club events are a
fantastic way to see multiple cars in one
place and learn from experienced
owners.



Conclusion: A Price Well
Worth Paying

The Austin Healey 3000 is more than just a
classic car; it is a gateway to a lifestyle of open-
road adventure, mechanical connection, and
belonging to a passionate global community.
While the prices outlined in this Austin
Healey 3000 price guide may seem steep to
the uninitiated, those who have experienced the
thrill of winding country roads with the wind in

their hair and that distinctive straight-six
soundtrack filling the air understand exactly
why these cars command such respect.

Whether you invest in a concours winner or a
sympathetic driver, the key is to buy the best
example your budget allows and to never lose
sight of why you fell in love with the car in the
first place. The Austin Healey 3000 rewards
those who appreciate it not as a mere financial
asset, but as a living piece of automotive art
that was built to be driven. And in that regard,
its true value is immeasurable.


