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Beirut Map
Google Earth

Discovering
Beirut
Through
the Lens of
Google
Earth

Few cities in the world
blend ancient history,
Mediterranean beauty,
and modern resilience
qui te  l ike  Beirut .
Known as the "Paris of
the Middle  East ,"
Lebanon's capital is a
vibrant tapestry of
n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,
landmarks, and natural
wonders. Yet for those

w h o  h a v e  n e v e r
visited—or even for
l o n g - t i m e
residents—grasping
the  fu l l  sca le  and
intricacies of this city
can be challenging.
T h i s  i s  w h e r e
technology bridges the
gap. The Beirut map
Google Earth offers
an  ex t raord ina ry
w i n d o w  i n t o  t h e
metropolis, allowing
a n y o n e  w i t h  a n
internet connection to
explore its streets,
coastlines, and skyline
from a bird's-eye view
or at street level. In
this article, we will



t a k e  y o u  o n  a
comprehensive tour of
what the Beirut map
o n  G o o g l e  E a r t h
reveals, how to use it
effectively, and why it
is an indispensable tool
f o r  t r a v e l e r s ,
r e sea rche r s ,  and
armchair explorers
alike.

Gone are the days of
unfolding bulky paper
maps that  quickly
become outdated.
Today, a few clicks
transport you to the
heart of Beirut, where
you can zoom into
specific districts,
measure distances, and
even travel back in
time through historical
imagery. Whether you
are planning a trip,
s t u d y i n g  u r b a n
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o r
simply satisfying a
curiosity about this

complex c i ty ,  the
digital representation
of Beirut on Google
Earth is a treasure
trove of information.
Let us dive into the
layers of detail that
make this mapping
tool so powerful.

Exploring
Beirut with
Google
Earth: A
Digital
Journey

When you first open
t h e  B e i r u t  m a p
Google Earth, you are
greeted by a satellite
image that captures the
c i t y ' s  u n i q u e
geography. Beirut hugs
the eastern shore of the
Mediterranean Sea,
wi th  the  Lebanon
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Mounta ins  r i s ing
dramatically to the
e a s t .  T h e  c i t y ' s
coastline curves gently,
forming a  natura l
harbor that has been a
h u b  o f  t r a d e  a n d
culture for millennia.
Google Earth’s high-
resolution satellite
imagery allows you to
s e e  t h e  c o n t r a s t
between the azure sea,
the sandy beaches, and
the dense urban fabric
that stretches inland.

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling features of
Google Earth is the
a b i l i t y  t o  t o g g l e
between different
views. You can start
with the default 2D
satellite map, then
switch to 3D mode to
see bui ldings cast
s h a d o w s  a n d
topography become
palpable. For Beirut,

this is especially useful
because the city is
built on a series of hills
and coastal plains.
Neighborhoods such as
Achrafieh and
Ashrafieh sit on
e leva ted  g round ,
offering panoramic
v i e w s ,  w h i l e  t h e
downtown area and the
Corn iche  hug  the
waterfront. By rotating
and tilting the map,
you can appreciate
how the city's layout
was  shaped  by  i t s
terrain.

Another invaluable
feature is the "Street
View" functionality,
which places you right
on Beirut’s streets.
While coverage is not
as comprehensive as in
some European cities,
many main roads and
popular areas have
been captured. You



can virtually stroll
along the Corniche at
sunset, walk through
the restored buildings
of the Beirut Souks, or
see the bustling traffic
a r o u n d  M a r t y r s '
S q u a r e .  T h i s
immersive experience
a d d s  a  h u m a n
d imens ion  t o  t he
abstract satellite view.

Key Landmarks
to Discover on the
Beirut Map in
Google Earth

Let us highlight some
of the most iconic
places you can locate
using the Beirut map
Google Earth. Each
landmark tells a story
and offers a different
perspective on the
city's character.

Pigeon Rocks
(Raouché) –

These natural
rock formations
rise
dramatically
from the
Mediterranean
just off the
coast of the
Raouché
district. In
Google Earth,
you can see
them clearly
from above, and
the Street View
imagery lets you
virtually stand
on the seaside
promenade and
watch the waves
crash against
the limestone.
Martyrs'
Square – The
symbolic heart
of Beirut, this
square has been
a focal point for
protests,
celebrations,
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and
remembrance.
On the map,
you can see the
renovated open
space, the statue
of the martyrs,
and the
surrounding
buildings
including the
iconic
Mohammad Al-
Amin Mosque
with its blue
dome.
Beirut Central
District (BCD)
– After the
devastation of
the civil war,
this area was
meticulously
rebuilt. Google
Earth's
historical
imagery feature
allows you to
compare how
the district

looked in the
1990s versus
today, a
powerful
testament to
urban renewal.
The Corniche
– This seaside
promenade
stretches for
several
kilometers from
Raouché to the
Saint George
Bay area. On
the map, you
can trace its
entire length,
spotting
joggers,
fishermen, and
cafes. The 3D
view shows how
the corniche is
elevated above
the rocky shore.
Sursock
Museum – A
beautiful villa
turned art



museum in the
Achrafieh
district. In
satellite view,
you can identify
its distinctive
architecture and
garden. The
surrounding
neighborhood
displays a mix
of old Ottoman-
era houses and
modern
apartment
blocks.
Beirut
Hippodrome –
A historic
horse-racing
track that has
been in use
since the 19th
century. From
above, the oval
track is
unmistakable,
and you can see
the grandstand
and the adjacent

pine forest.

E a c h  o f  t h e s e
landmarks is not just a
point on the map but a
portal to understanding
B e i r u t ' s  l a y e r e d
h i s t o r y ,  f r o m
Phoenician roots to
F r e n c h  m a n d a t e
elegance and the scars
of war.

How Google
Earth
Enhances
Your
Understand
ing of
Beirut's
Geography

T h e  B e i r u t  m a p
Google Earth is far
more than a simple
locator; it is a tool for
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geographic analysis.
By using the measuring
tool, you can calculate
the distance from the
c i ty  cen ter  to  the
airport (Rafic Hariri
International Airport)
or measure the length
of the coastline. This
helps contextualize the
city’s scale. Beirut is
r e l a t i v e l y
compact—only about
2 0  s q u a r e
kilometers—but its
population density is
among the highest in
t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e
satellite images vividly
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e
congestion: buildings
p a c k e d  t i g h t l y
toge ther ,  na r row
s t r e e t s  w i n d i n g
between them, and
very few green spaces
compared to other
capitals.

One key geographic

feature that becomes
evident on the map is
the division between
East and West Beirut.
Historically, the two
sides were separated
during the civil war by
the "Green Line,"
which roughly ran
along the Damascus
Road and Martyrs'
Square.  Although
physical barriers are
gone, the map still
shows differences in
building density and
architecture. Using
layer options, you can
a l s o  h i g h l i g h t
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
networks, such as the
absence of a metro
system and the reliance
on private cars and
shared taxis.

Ano the r  l aye r  o f
understanding comes
from Google Earth's
"Historical Imagery"



slider. This function
allows you to see how
Beirut has changed
over the years. For
example, the 2020
Beirut port explosion
left a massive crater
and destroyed grain
silos; you can view
p r e -  a n d  p o s t -
explosion imagery to
grasp the scale of the
damage. Similarly, the
rapid construction
a l o n g  t h e
coastline—new luxury
towers, the Zaitunay
Bay marina—becomes
v i s i b l e  w h e n
comparing images
from a decade ago to
recent  ones .  This
temporal dimension
transforms the Beirut
map  in to  a  l i v ing
document of urban
evolution.

Practical Uses of
the Beirut Map on
Google Earth for
Travelers and
Researchers

Whether you are a
tourist planning an
i t i n e r a r y  o r  a n
academic studying
urban morphology, the
Beirut map Google
E a r t h  s e r v e s
numerous practical
purposes. Here are
some ways different
users can benefit:

For travelers:
You can pre-
visit your hotel
neighborhood,
check proximity
to beaches,
restaurants, and
public transport.
By plotting
walking routes
between major
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attractions—suc
h as from the
National
Museum to the
Gemmayzeh
district—you
can estimate
time and effort.
The "Save to
Favorites"
feature allows
you to create a
personalized
map of places
you want to
visit.
For real estate
and investors:
The satellite
view offers an
unvarnished
look at property
locations,
nearby
infrastructure,
and views. You
can assess
whether a
building
overlooks the

sea or is
hemmed in by
taller structures.
Measurement
tools help
evaluate plot
sizes.
For
researchers:
Geographers,
historians, and
urban planners
use Google
Earth to study
Beirut's
informal
settlements
(such as the
Bourj
Hammoud
area), the
distribution of
religious sites,
or the impact of
reconstruction
policies. The
ability to
overlay KML
files—such as
building age



data or census
boundaries—m
akes spatial
analysis easier.
For students:
A digital
exploration of
Beirut can
support
geography
projects,
comparative
city studies, or
historical
research. The
3D terrain layer
shows the steep
slopes of the
Ashrafieh hill,
explaining why
certain
neighborhoods
have more stairs
than others.

Tips for

Navigating
the Beirut
Map in
Google
Earth
Effectively

To get the most out of
y o u r  v i r t u a l
exploration, consider
these practical tips.
First, ensure you are
using the latest version
o f  G o o g l e  E a r t h
(either the web or
desktop client). The
3D imagery for Beirut
is particularly high
quality in the desktop
app. Use the search bar
to jump directly to
c o o r d i n a t e s :  f o r
e x a m p l e ,  t y p i n g
"33.8938, 35.5018"
will take you to the
city center. Second,
enable the "Borders
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and Labels" layer to
see district names,
roads, and points of
interest clearly. This
helps orient yourself
when zoomed in.

Third, explore the
user-generated content
available through the
"Photos" layer. Many
locations in Beirut
have thousands of
geotagged images
uploaded by users,
which can provide
ground-level context.
Fourth, use the ruler
t o o l  n o t  j u s t  f o r
straight-line distances
but also for paths (e.g.,
tracing the Corniche
walk). Finally, if you
are planning a trip, use
the "Measure" tool in
3 D  m o d e  t o
approximate the height
of a building or the
depth of a valley.

For mobile users, the
Google Earth app on
iOS  and  Andro id
offers a more limited
but  s t i l l  powerful
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
"Voyager" feature
sometimes includes
curated tours of cities,
though Beirut-specific
tours may be rare.
None the le s s ,  the
m o b i l e  a p p ' s
gyroscopic orientation
makes it easy to tilt
and rotate the map
with your fingers,
simulating a flyover
experience that  is
especially engaging
when exploring the
coastline.

Conclusion

F r o m  t h e  i c o n i c
Pigeon Rocks to the
r e c o n s t r u c t e d
downtown, the Beirut



map Google Earth is
a gateway to one of the
most resi l ient and
captivating cities in the
world. By combining
h i g h - r e s o l u t i o n
satellite imagery, 3D
terrain, historical data,
and street-level views,
Google Earth offers an
u n p a r a l l e l e d
perspective on Beirut’s
g e o g r a p h y ,
architecture, and urban
evolution. Whether
you  a re  a  cur ious
traveler, a dedicated

researcher, or simply
someone who loves to
explore maps, this
digital tool transforms
a distant city into a
vivid,  interact ive
experience. Take the
time to zoom, rotate,
and click—each layer
of the map reveals a
story waiting to be
discovered. The next
best thing to walking
Beirut ’s  s treets  is
soaring above them
with Google Earth.


