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Introduction: The Magic of Narnia
Brought to Life by a Remarkable
Ensemble

When C.S. Lewis’s beloved novel The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe was
adapted for the big screen in 2005, audiences around the world were
transported to the enchanted land of Narnia. While the breathtaking
landscapes, groundbreaking visual effects, and John Williams’s evocative
score certainly contributed to the film’s magic, the heart of the story rested
firmly on the shoulders of its cast. The Cast Of The Lion The Witch And
The Wardrobe is a fascinating blend of seasoned British theatrical talent and
young, emerging actors who each brought unique depth and authenticity to
their iconic roles. Understanding the actors behind the characters enriches our
appreciation of this timeless tale of courage, betrayal, and redemption. This
article explores every major member of the cast, their performances, and how
they helped shape one of the most cherished fantasy films of the early 2000s.

The Pevensie Children: The Beating
Heart of Narnia

Georgie Henley as Lucy Pevensie

Perhaps the most crucial casting decision in the entire production was finding
the right actress to portray Lucy Pevensie, the youngest of the four siblings
and the first to discover Narnia through the wardrobe. Georgie Henley, a
young girl from Ilkley, West Yorkshire, was just ten years old when she was
cast. Her performance is widely regarded as one of the most authentic child
performances in fantasy cinema history. Henley’s wide-eyed wonder, genuine
tears, and infectious joy perfectly encapsulated Lucy’s innocent faith and
unwavering belief in Aslan. She captures the very essence of Lucy’s
character—curious, brave, and deeply empathetic. Henley’s natural chemistry
with the faun Mr. Tumnus (played by James McAvoy) set the emotional tone
for the entire adventure. It is Lucy’s perspective, after all, that serves as the
audience’s gateway into Narnia, and Henley carries that responsibility with
remarkable grace.

Skandar Keynes as Edmund Pevensie

Playing the conflicted and initially treacherous Edmund Pevensie was young
Skandar Keynes. Edmund undergoes perhaps the most significant character
arc in the entire film, transitioning from a bitter, resentful boy to a redeemed
hero. Keynes brought a compelling complexity to the role, making Edmund’s
betrayal believable while never losing the audience’s hope for his redemption.
His scenes with Tilda Swinton’s White Witch are electric, as he conveys the
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seductive allure of power and the crushing weight of guilt. Keynes’s ability to
show vulnerability beneath Edmund’s hardened exterior is a testament to his
skill as a young actor. The moment of his repentance and reconciliation with
Aslan is one of the film’s most emotionally resonant sequences, and Keynes
handles it with a maturity that belied his years.

Anna Popplewell as Susan Pevensie

Anna Popplewell portrayed Susan Pevensie, the practical and sometimes
skeptical second eldest sibling. Susan is often described as the “motherly”
figure among the four children, and Popplewell captured that nurturing
instinct beautifully. She brings a grounded intelligence to the role, often
acting as the voice of reason when her siblings are swept up in adventure.
Popplewell excelled at showing Susan’s internal conflict between her logical
mind and the fantastical reality of Narnia. Her journey from disbelief to
reluctant belief, and ultimately to courageous action, is handled with nuance
and subtlety. Susan’s skill with her bow and arrow in the film’s climactic battle
is a highlight, and Popplewell performs the role with a quiet strength that
makes Susan a memorable and relatable character.

William Moseley as Peter Pevensie

William Moseley took on the role of Peter Pevensie, the eldest sibling who
must grow into a leader and a warrior. Peter’s journey is one of
responsibility—he must learn to protect his family and take command when
necessary. Moseley brought a noble earnestness to the role, making Peter’s
development from a protective older brother to the High King of Narnia feel
earned and organic. His sword-fighting sequences against the White Witch’s
forces required intense physical training, and Moseley rose to the challenge,
performing his own stunts in many scenes. His interactions with Aslan, played

by Liam Neeson, are crucial to the film’s emotional core, and Moseley
conveys the weight of leadership with sincerity and conviction. He truly
embodies the spirit of a young king destined for greatness.

The White Witch and the Forces of Evil

Tilda Swinton as Jadis, the White Witch

No discussion of the Cast Of The Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe is
complete without paying homage to Tilda Swinton’s chilling portrayal of the
White Witch. Swinton is an actress of extraordinary range, and she brought an
icy, ethereal terror to Jadis that is both mesmerizing and deeply unsettling.
Unlike a purely caricatured villain, Swinton’s performance is layered with
seductive charm and cold calculation. She makes you understand how
Edmund could be drawn to her promises of power, yet she never allows the
audience to forget the cruelty lurking beneath her porcelain exterior.
Swinton’s delivery of lines such as “The deep magic” is delivered with a regal
authority that commands attention. Her design—pale white skin, sharp
cheekbones, and imposing stature—became instantly iconic. Swinton’s
performance is a masterclass in fantasy villainy, elevating the film beyond
mere children’s entertainment into genuine dramatic art.

James McAvoy as Mr. Tumnus

Long before he became a household name as Professor X in the X-Men series,
James McAvoy portrayed the gentle and conflicted faun, Mr. Tumnus.
McAvoy brings a wonderful warmth and vulnerability to the character,
making him immediately endearing. His scene with Lucy in his cozy cave
dwelling, complete with tea and scones, is one of the most beloved sequences
in the film. McAvoy masterfully conveys Tumnus’s internal moral
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finds, yet his conscience will not allow him to betray Lucy. The tear and reliet
in his eyes when he finally decides to let her go is deeply touching. McAvoy
imbues Tumnus with a kindness and artistic sensibility that makes his
eventual arrest by the Witch’s forces all the more heartbreaking. His
performance is full of nuance and genuine pathos.

Dawn French as Mrs. Beaver

The beloved British comedienne Dawn French voiced and performed (via
motion capture) Mrs. Beaver, the warm, no-nonsense wife of Mr. Beaver.
French brings her signature comedic timing and earthy charm to the role,
providing much-needed levity during the darker segments of the story. Mrs.
Beaver is practical, protective, and fiercely loyal to Aslan. French’s
performance ensures that the Beavers feel like real, loving characters rather
than mere anthropomorphic animals. Her banter with her husband and her
unyielding faith in Aslan’s return are both heartwarming and inspiring.

Ray Winstone as Mr. Beaver

Ray Winstone, known for his tough-guy roles in films like Sexy Beast and The
Departed, lent his distinctive gravelly voice to Mr. Beaver. Winstone brings a
gruff but lovable energy to the character. Mr. Beaver is the first ally to guide
the Pevensie children on their journey, and Winstone’s performance conveys
both wisdom and courage. His storytelling about Aslan and the prophecy of
the four thrones is delivered with a folksy authority that makes the mythology
of Narnia feel ancient and real.

Jim Broadbent as Professor Digory Kirke

Veteran actor Jim Broadbent portrays Professor Kirke, the eccentric and
mysterious owner of the grand country house where the Pevensie children are
sent for safety during the war. Broadbent, an Oscar-winning actor (Iris, The
Hours), brings a twinkle-eyed intelligence to the role. In the film, Professor
Kirke is the only adult who implicitly understands that the children’s
adventures in the wardrobe might be real. His famous line to Susan and
Peter—“Logic! Why don’t they teach logic at these schools?”—is delivered
with perfect deadpan wit. Broadbent’s performance grounds the magical story
in a sense of scholarly curiosity and hidden knowledge. For readers of the
entire Narnia series, Professor Kirke is a character with his own rich history,
and Broadbent’s portrayal honors that legacy.

Aslan: The Voice of Power and Grace

Liam Neeson as the Voice of Aslan

The majestic lion Aslan, the true king of Narnia, is voiced by the
unmistakable Liam Neeson. Neeson’s deep, resonant voice embodies the
dignity, power, and boundless compassion of C.S. Lewis’s Christ-figure. He
was not physically present on set, but Neeson’s vocal performance is integral
to the film’s emotional impact. His delivery of lines like “Do not cite the deep
magic to me, Witch. I was there when it was written” is both regal and
poignant. Neeson captures Aslan’s duality—he is both a fearsome king and a
gentle guide. The scenes depicting Aslan’s sacrifice on the Stone Table are
among the most powerful in modern fantasy cinema, and Neeson’s voice
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conveys an almost otherworldly peace and resignation. He made Aslan a
character of profound spiritual weight, accessible to audiences of all
backgrounds.

Supporting Cast: The Creatures and
Characters of Narnia

Rupert Everett as the Fox

The charming and distinctive voice of Rupert Everett is heard as the Fox, a
minor but memorable character who assists the Pevensies briefly before being
captured by the Witch’s wolves. Everett brings a sly intelligence and dry wit to
the role, making the Fox feel like a clever survivor in a dangerous world. His
brief appearance adds color and depth to the expanding tapestry of Narnian
characters.

Nonso Anozie as General Otmin

The imposing Nonso Anozie portrays General Otmin, a large, fearsome
minotaur who serves as a commander in the White Witch’s army. Anozie’s
physical presence and fierce demeanor make Otmin a terrifying opponent on
the battlefield. His portrayal of a loyal but ultimately doomed servant of evil
adds a layer of tragic dignity to the forces of darkness. He brings a physical
credibility to the role that enhances the stakes of the final battle.

Shane Rangi and the Motion Capture Performers

The Cast Of The Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe also includes many
skilled performers who worked behind the scenes in motion capture suits.
Notably, Shane Rangi provided movement for several characters, including

the minotaur and the dark creatures. These unsung heroes brought physicality
and life to the digital characters, ensuring they felt like real, organic beings
within the world of Narnia. Their work is a testament to the collaborative
nature of modern filmmaking.

The Children’s Growth: From Page to
Screen

One of the most remarkable aspects of the Cast Of The Lion The Witch
And The Wardrobe is how perfectly the four young actors embodied the
essence of their literary counterparts. C.S. Lewis’s novel presents the Pevensie
children as archetypes: Peter the leader, Susan the nurturer, Edmund the
betrayer, and Lucy the believer. The film adaptation succeeds so brilliantly
because each young actor transcended these archetypes, making their
characters feel like real, flawed, and evolving human beings. The chemistry
between the four siblings is palpable; you genuinely believe they are a family.
This bond is essential because the entire story hinges on their loyalty to one
another.

The casting directors, Pippa Hall and Gail Stevens, deserve immense credit
for their meticulous search. They saw hundreds of children before narrowing
down the final four. Their decision to prioritize natural talent and on-screen
chemistry over star power was a wise one. The young actors grew up together
during the filming process, and that genuine camaraderie translates directly
onto the screen. The behind-the-scenes stories, including the children playing
pranks on set and forming lifelong friendships, mirror the family dynamics of
the story itself.



The Legacy of the 2005 Film’s Cast Nitale MidnbhieoWaidrobelture. Georgie Henley, Skandar Keynes, Anna

The 2005 film adaptation of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe remains
the definitive screen version for millions of fans worldwide. While there was
a 1967 television series and a 1988 BBC miniseries, the 2005 film’s cast set a
new standard for Narnian adaptations. The actors’ performances have left an
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children, much like Daniel Radcliffe, Emma Watson, and Rupert Grint are
with the Harry Potter series.

The film launched or rejuvenated several careers. James McAvoy became an
A-list star in Hollywood, earning critical acclaim for roles in
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