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Passe Compose Irregular Verbs Quiz

Mastering the Past: A
Complete Guide to the
Passé Composé with
Irregular Verbs

Learning  French  is  a  journey  filled  with
rewarding  milestones,  and  few  are  as
significant as mastering how to talk about
the past. For many students, the Passé

Composé  represents  a  major  leap
forward. It  is  the most common way to
express  completed  actions  in  French,
equivalent to the English simple past or
present  perfect.  However,  as  with  any
language,  French  has  its  exceptions.
While  many  verbs  follow  a  predictable
pattern,  a  significant  number  of  verbs
refuse  to  play  by  the  rules.  This  is
precisely  where  a  focused  Passe
Compose  Irregular  Verbs  Quiz



becomes  an  indispensable  tool  for  any
serious learner.

Understanding  these  irregular  past
participles is not just about memorization;
it  is  about  unlocking  fluency.  Without
them,  you  cannot  accurately  describe
what you did yesterday, what you read
last week, or what you understood during
a conversation. This article will guide you
through  the  intricacies  of  the  Passé
Composé with irregular  verbs,  providing
you  with  the  knowledge  and  strategies
you need to succeed. By the end, you will
be  ready  to  test  your  sk i l l s  wi th
confidence,  turning  a  potential  stumbling
block  into  a  strength.  Let  us  demystify
these essential verbs together.

What is the Passé
Composé? A Quick
Refresher

Before diving into the irregular forms, it is
helpful to understand the basic structure
of the Passé Composé. Think of it  as a
two-part machine:

The Auxiliary Verb (Auxiliaire):
This is a helping verb. It is almost
always avoir (to have) or, for a
specific group of verbs related to
movement or change of state, être
(to be).
The Past Participle (Participe



Passe Compose Irregular Verbs Quiz

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Levy & Camacho • Books are a uniquely portable magic. • Page 3

Passé): This is the part of the verb
that carries the meaning of the
action. For regular verbs ending in -
er, -ir, and -re, the pattern is
predictable. But for irregular verbs,
this is where the challenge begins.

For example, with the regular verb parler
(to speak): J'ai parlé (I spoke). Here, ai is
the auxiliary, and parlé is the regular past
participle. However, with an irregular verb
like prendre (to take), the past participle
is not prendu; it is pris.

Why Irregular Verbs Exist

Irregular  verbs  are  often  remnants  of
older forms of the language, evolved from

Latin. They are the most frequently used
verbs in daily conversation. This is why
memorizing  them  is  not  optional  but
essential.  A Passe Compose Irregular
Verbs  Quiz  helps  bridge  the  gap
between knowing the rule and applying it
in real time.

The Essential Irregular
Past Participles You
Must Know

To  do  well  on  any  Passe  Compose
Irregular Verbs Quiz, you need a strong
foundation. Here is a categorized list of
the  most  common  i r regular  past



participles.  Memorizing  these  will  form
the  backbone  of  your  ability  to  speak
about the past.

High-Frequency Irregular Verbs
(Avoir Auxiliary)

These verbs are used constantly. They all
use avoir as their auxiliary verb.

Infinitive
(English)

Past
Participle

Example
Sentence

Avoir (to
have) Eu

J'ai eu une
bonne idée. (I
had a good
idea.)

Être (to be) Été
Tu as été à
Paris. (You were
in Paris.)

Faire (to
do/make) Fait

Il a fait ses
devoirs. (He did
his homework.)

Pouvoir (to
be able to) Pu

Nous avons pu
venir. (We were
able to come.)

Vouloir (to
want) Voulu

Elle a voulu
partir. (She
wanted to
leave.)

Devoir (to
have
to/must)

Dû
Ils ont dû
attendre. (They
had to wait.)



Passe Compose Irregular Verbs Quiz

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Levy & Camacho • Books are a uniquely portable magic. • Page 5

Infinitive
(English)

Past
Participle

Example
Sentence

Savoir (to
know) Su

J'ai su la vérité.
(I knew the
truth.)

Verbs of Movement and Change
(Être Auxiliary)

These  verbs  form their  Passé  Composé
with être. This means their past participle
must agree in gender and number with
the subject.  For  example:  Elle  est  allée
(She went), Ils sont venus (They came).

Aller (to go): Allé(e)(s)
Venir (to come): Venu(e)(s)
Partir (to leave): Parti(e)(s)

Arriver (to arrive): Arrivé(e)(s)
Entrer (to enter): Entré(e)(s)
Sortir (to go out): Sorti(e)(s)
Naitre (to be born): Né(e)(s)
Mourir (to die): Mort(e)(s)
Rester (to stay): Resté(e)(s)
Tomber (to fall): Tombé(e)(s)
Monter (to go up): Monté(e)(s)
Descendre (to go down):
Descendu(e)(s)

The "Mettre" Family and Other
Common Exceptions

Many irregular verbs follow a recognizable
pattern  when  grouped  by  their  infinitive
ending.  This  can  make  learning  them
easier.



Mettre (to put): Mis. (J'ai mis la
table. - I set the table.)
Permettre (to permit): Permis.
(Il a permis. - He permitted.)
Promettre (to promise): Promis.
(Elle a promis. - She promised.)

Notice  the  pattern?  The  -ettre  verbs
change to -is.

Prendre (to take): Pris. (Nous
avons pris le train. - We took the
train.)
Apprendre (to learn): Appris.
(J'ai appris le français. - I learned
French.)
Comprendre (to understand):
Compris. (As-tu compris ? - Did you

understand?)

Similarly, -endre verbs change to -is.

Ouvrir (to open): Ouvert. (Elle a
ouvert la porte. - She opened the
door.)
Offrir (to offer): Offert. (Il a offert
un cadeau. - He offered a gift.)
Souffrir (to suffer): Souffert. (Ils
ont souffert. - They suffered.)

Verbs ending in -frir or -vrir often have a
past participle ending in -ert.

Dire (to say/tell): Dit. (Tu as dit
ça. - You said that.)
Écrire (to write): Écrit. (J'ai écrit
une lettre. - I wrote a letter.)
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Lire (to read): Lu. (Nous avons lu
le livre. - We read the book.)
Boire (to drink): Bu. (Il a bu de
l'eau. - He drank water.)
Connaître (to know): Connu. (As-
tu connu Marie? - Did you meet
Marie?)
Vivre (to live): Vécu. (Elle a vécu
à Lyon. - She lived in Lyon.)

When  you  take  a  Passe  Compose
Irregular  Verbs  Quiz,  these  are  the
verbs you will most frequently encounter.
G r o u p i n g  t h e m  b y  p a t t e r n  c a n
significantly improve your recall speed.

Why a Quiz is the Best
Way to Learn

Reading  about  the  rules  is  the  first  step,
but  true  mastery  comes  from  active
recall. This is where a Passe Compose
Irregular Verbs Quiz  proves its worth.
Instead  of  passively  reviewing  a  list,  a
quiz forces your brain to actively retrieve
the correct  past  participle.  This  process
strengthens neural pathways and makes
the information stick.

Active Learning vs. Passive
Review

Passive review might involve re-reading a



list of verbs. Active learning, which is the
foundation  of  an  effective  quiz,  requires
you to produce the answer. For example,
seeing the prompt "prendre (to take)" and
having to write or say "pris" is far more
effective  than  simply  seeing  "prendre  -
pris"  on  a  page.  A  well-designed  quiz
leverages this principle, accelerating your
learning.

Identifying Your Weak Points

A  good  Passe  Compose  Irregular
Verbs  Quiz  does  not  just  test  you;  it
shows  you  where  you  need  to  focus.
Perhaps you consistently confuse the past
participle of devoir (dû) with savoir (su).
The  quiz  will  make these  gaps  in  your

knowledge  apparent.  You  can  then
dedicate  targeted  practice  to  those
specific  verbs,  turning  your  weaknesses
into  strengths.

Strategies for Acing
Your Passé Composé
Quiz

Approaching  a  quiz  on  irregular  past
participles does not have to be stressful.
With the right  strategies,  you can walk
into  any  test  feeling  prepared  and
confident.  Whether  you  are  preparing  for
a classroom exam or a self-assessment,
these tips will help you perform at your
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best.

Create Your Own Flashcards

Physical or digital flashcards are a classic
tool  for  a  reason.  Write  the  infinitive  on
one side and the past participle on the
other. Go through them in both directions.
Look  at  the  French  infinitive  and  say  the
past  participle,  and  look  at  the  past
participle  and  name  the  infinitive.  This
dual practice cements the connection in
your mind.

Write Sentences, Not Just
Words

Context  is  everything.  Instead  of

memorizing  isolated  words  like  pris  or
mis, write a short sentence for each verb.
For  example:  "J 'ai  pris  mon  petit-
déjeuner." (I took my breakfast). "Elle a
mis son manteau." (She put on her coat).
This helps you remember the verb in a
natural context, which is exactly how you
will use it in conversation. Practicing this
way  will  make  any  Passe  Compose
Irregular  Verbs  Quiz  feel  far  more
manageable.

Group Verbs by Pattern

As we saw earlier, many irregular verbs
follow patterns. Create small groups:

Ending in -is: mis, pris, appris,



compris, permis Ending in -it: dit,


