
Hans Christian Andersen The Little
Mermaid

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Perez & Wilcox •
Knowledge is power. • Page 1

Hans Christian
Andersen The
Little Mermaid

The
Enduring
Magic of
Hans
Christian
Andersen
The Little
Mermaid

Few  fairy  tales  have
captured  the  human
imagination  quite  like
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Little

Mermaid.  While  many
p e o p l e  t o d a y  a r e
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e
a n i m a t e d  D i s n e y
version,  the  original
story  penned  by  the
Danish author in 1837 is
a  far  more  profound,
b i t t e r s w e e t ,  a n d
spir i tual ly  layered
narrative.  It  is  a  tale
about  love,  sacrifice,
identity,  and the quest
for  an  immortal  soul.
Understanding  the
d e p t h  o f  H a n s
Christian  Andersen
The  Little  Mermaid



a l l o w s  r e a d e r s  t o
appreciate  why  this
story  has  remained  a
cornerstone of Western
literature for nearly two
centuries. In this article,
we  will  dive  deep  into
the  origins,  themes,
characters,  and  lasting
legacy  of  this  classic
work.

The Origins
of the Story:
Hans
Christian
Andersen's
Personal
Inspiration

To  truly  understand
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Little
Mermaid,  one  must
first  look  at  the  man
behind  the  quill.  Hans

Christian Andersen was
a  deeply  sensitive  and
of ten  melancho l ic
individual who struggled
with  unrequited  love
and  a  sense  o f  not
belonging. Many literary
scholars  believe  that
the  story  of  the  Little
Mermaid  is  a  reflection
of  Andersen's  own life.
He  harbored  deep,
unreciprocated  feelings
for  both  a  man and  a
woman  du r i ng  h i s
lifetime, and the theme
of a love that cannot be
fulfilled  runs  like  a
crimson thread through
his work.

Andersen  grew  up  in
poverty  in  Odense,
Denmark,  and  later
moved  to  Copenhagen
to  pursue  his  artistic
d r e a m s .  H e  f a c e d
rejection after rejection
before  finally  achieving
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l i terary  fame.  This
personal  history  of
longing,  rejection,  and
t h e  d e s i r e  f o r
transformation  infuses
every  paragraph  of
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Little
M e r m a i d .  T h e
mermaid's  desire  to
become  human  is  not
just a plot device; it is a
m e t a p h o r  f o r
A n d e r s e n ' s  o w n
yearning  to  rise  above
his social station and be
accepted  into  a  world
he saw as beautiful but
inaccessible.

The Original vs.
The Disney
Version: Key
Differences

I t  i s  imposs ib le  to
discuss Hans Christian
Andersen  The  Little
Mermaid  w i thou t

addressing the massive
cultural shadow cast by
t h e  1 9 8 9  D i s n e y
animated  film.  While
Disney's adaptation is a
beloved  classic  in  its
own  r ight ,  i t  takes
significant  liberties  with
the  source  material.
Understanding  these
differences is crucial for
anyone  who  wants  to
engage with the original
text.

The Ending: In
the Disney
version, the Little
Mermaid marries
Prince Eric and
lives happily ever
after. In
Andersen's
original, the
prince marries
another woman,
and the mermaid
is given a choice:
kill the prince to
return to the sea,



or die herself. She
chooses to die
rather than harm
him.
The
Transformation:
Disney presents
the sea witch's
deal as a simple
trade of voice for
legs. In the
original, every
step the mermaid
takes feels like
walking on sharp
knives. Her
suffering is
constant and
excruciating.
Spiritual
Themes: The
original Hans
Christian
Andersen The
Little Mermaid
is deeply
concerned with
the concept of an
immortal soul.

Mermaids in
Andersen's world
live for 300 years
but then turn into
sea foam. The
mermaid's quest
is not just for
love, but for a
human soul that
will live forever in
heaven.
Character of the
Prince: In the
Disney film, Eric is
a heroic romantic
lead. In the
original, the
prince is kind but
oblivious. He sees
the mermaid as a
sweet childlike
pet, never as a
romantic partner.

The Central
Themes of
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Hans
Christian
Andersen
The Little

Mermaid

The  power  of  Hans
Christian  Andersen
The  Little  Mermaid
lies in its rich thematic
complexity.  It  is  not  a
simple romance; it is a
philosophical meditation
on the human condition.

The Search for an
Immortal Soul

The  most  important
theme  in  the  original
story  is  the  mermaid's
desire  for  an  immortal
soul. This is completely
absen t  f r om  mos t
modern adaptations.  In
Andersen's  cosmology,
mermaids live for three

centuries  and  then
dissolve  into  foam  on
the sea.  They have no
eternal  ex istence.
Humans, however, have
souls  that  ascend  to
heaven.  The  L i t t le
Mermaid  falls  in  love
with the prince, but her
deeper motivation is to
obtain a soul by winning
his  love.  This  spiritual
hunger gives the story a
depth  that  resonates
with readers of all faiths
and  backgrounds.  The
t r a g e d y  o f  H a n s
Christian  Andersen
The Little Mermaid is
that  even  the  most
pro found  love  and
sacrifice  may  not  be
enough to change one's
fundamental nature.

Sacrifice and
Suffering

No  story  captures  the



pain  of  silent  sacrifice
q u i t e  l i k e  H a n s
Christian  Andersen
The  Little  Mermaid.
The  mermaid  gives  up
her  voice,  the  most
beautiful  voice  in  the
ocean, to gain legs. She
endures  cons tan t
physical pain every day,
knowing that one wrong
step  might  reveal  her
secret. She watches the
prince dance with other
women while she smiles
through her agony. This
theme  of  suffering  for
love  is  quintessentially
A n d e r s e n .  T h e
mermaid's  sacrifice  is
total, and crucially, it is
not rewarded in the way
she hoped. This makes
t h e  s t o r y  b o t h
heartbreaking  and
profoundly  honest
about the nature of love
and loss.

Identity and
Otherness

The  Little  Mermaid  is
caught  between  two
worlds. She is not fully a
creature of the sea, nor
is she fully human. She
is  an  outsider  in  both
realms. Her sisters and
grandmother  love  her,
b u t  t h e y  d o  n o t
understand her longing.
On  land,  she  cannot
speak,  so  she  cannot
express her  identity  or
her history. This theme
of  otherness  is  deeply
personal  to  Andersen,
who  often  felt  like  an
outsider in Danish high
society.  The story asks
a  timeless  question:
How far are you willing
t o  g o  t o  b e c o m e
something you are not?
The answer provided by
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Little
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M e r m a i d  i s  b o t h
beautiful and terrifying.

Characters
and Their
Symbolic
Roles

Each character in Hans
Christian  Andersen
The  Little  Mermaid
serves  a  symbo l i c
purpose, contributing to
the  story's  moral  and
emotional framework.

The Little
Mermaid: The
Archetype of the
Tragic Heroine

The  protagonis t  i s
unnamed in the original
story,  referred  to  only
as  the  Little  Mermaid.
She is the youngest of
six princesses, and she

is  the most thoughtful,
curious,  and  spiritual.
She  collects  artifacts
from  shipwrecks  and
dreams  of  the  world
above. Her defining trait
is  her  willingness  to
sacrifice  everything  for
a higher purpose. She is
not  a  passive  victim;
she  actively  chooses
her fate, even knowing
t h e  p o t e n t i a l
consequences.  This
m a k e s  h e r  o n e  o f
l i t e r a t u r e ' s  m o s t
compe l l i ng  t rag ic
heroines.

The Sea Witch:
The Dark Mirror

The Sea Witch in Hans
Christian  Andersen
The Little Mermaid is
not a mustache-twirling
v i l l a i n .  S h e  i s
pragmatic,  somewhat
cynical,  and  brutally



honest.  She  warns  the
mermaid about the pain
she  wil l  endure  and
m a k e s  n o  f a l s e
p r o m i s e s .  S h e
represents  the  harsh
reality  of  the world,  in
stark  contrast  to  the
mermaid's  romantic
idea l i sm.  The  Sea
W i t c h ' s  p r i c e  i s
high—the  mermaid's
voice—but she does not
cheat the mermaid. She
de l i ve r s  what  she
promises.

The Prince: The
Object of Desire

The  pr ince  is  not  a
villain, but he is also not
a  hero.  He  is  a  kind,
good-natured  young
man  who  is  genuinely
fond of the mermaid but
never  sees  her  as  an
equal  or  a  potential
wife. He represents the

unattainable  ideal  that
so many of us chase in
life.  In  the  context  of
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Little
Mermaid, the prince is
almost a symbol of Fate
i t s e l f — b e a u t i f u l ,
indifferent,  and
ultimately  unknowable.

The Mermaid's
Sisters: The Voice
of Reason

The five older sisters try
t o  s a v e  t h e  L i t t l e
Mermaid  by  trading
their  own  hair  to  the
Sea  Witch  for  a  knife.
They  represent  family
loyalty and the practical
w i s d o m  t h a t  t h e
mermaid  lacks.  Their
intervention  comes  too
late,  but  their  love  is
evident.  They  are  a
poignant  reminder  of
what  the  mermaid  left
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behind.

The
Enduring
Legacy of
Hans
Christian
Andersen
The Little
Mermaid

The  influence  of  Hans
Christian  Andersen
The Little Mermaid on
global culture cannot be
overstated.  The  story
has been translated into
dozens  of  languages
a n d  a d a p t e d  i n t o
ballets,  operas,  films,
and  television  shows.
T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s
adaptation remains the
Disney  animated  film,
which  grossed  over

$200 million  worldwide
a n d  s p a r k e d  a
renaissance in animated
feature  films.  However,
the  original  story  has
also  inspired  more
faithful  adaptations,
including  a  Russian
ballet and an opera by
the  Belgian  composer
Auguste  Panseron.

In  Copenhagen,  the
Little  Mermaid  statue
sits  on  a  rock  in  the
harbor,  watching  the
water.  It  is  one of  the
most  visited  tourist
attractions in Denmark,
despite  its  relatively
small  size.  The  statue,
like the story itself, has
b e e n  v a n d a l i z e d
m u l t i p l e  t i m e s ,  a
strange  testament  to
the powerful emotions it
evokes. This statue is a
physical  manifestation
of  the  story's  central



t h e m e s :  b e a u t y ,
l o n g i n g ,  a n d
vulnerabil ity.

Why the Original
Story Still Matters
Today

In  an  age  of  instant
gratification  and  happy
endings,  the  original
H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Little
Mermaid  offers
something rare: a story
that  va l idates  the
beauty of unhappy love.
I t  teaches  that  not
every  sacrifice  is
rewarded in a simple or
o b v i o u s  w a y .  I t
acknowledges that  loss
is a fundamental part of
the  human experience.
T h e  m e r m a i d ' s
transformation  into  a
"daughter of the air" in
the  final  paragraphs  of
the story offers a subtle

redemption:  she  earns
the  chance  to  gain  a
sou l  through  good
deeds  over  300  years.
This  ending  is  not  a
h a p p y  o n e  i n  t h e
conventional sense, but
it  is  a  hopeful  one.  It
suggests that love and
sacrifice are never  truly
wasted, even if they do
not lead to the outcome
we desire.

Furthermore,  the  story
encourages  empathy.
When  we  read  Hans
Christian  Andersen
The  Little  Mermaid,
we  are  invited  to  feel
the pain of a character
who  cannot  speak  her
truth. In a world where
so  many  people  feel
s i l e n c e d  o r
misunderstood,  this
message is as relevant
as ever. The story is a
profound  argument  for
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the value of listening to
those who cannot easily
express themselves.

Literary
Style and
Symbolism
in
Andersen's
Work

Andersen's writing style
in  Hans  Christian
Andersen  The  Little
Mermaid is notable for
its lyrical simplicity. He
uses  straightforward
language  to  describe
fantastical  events,
which gives the story a
dreamlike  quality.  The
sea floor is described in
v i v i d ,  a l m o s t
architectural detail, with
co ra l  pa laces  and
amber  windows.  The

pain  of  the  mermaid's
footsteps  is  described
with  clinical  precision.
This  juxtaposition  of
beauty  and  suffering  is
a  h a l l m a r k  o f
Andersen's best work.

S y m b o l i s m  i s
everywhere in the story.
The sea represents the
subconsc ious ,  the
emotional, the feminine.
The  land  represents
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,
rationality,  and  the
m a s c u l i n e .  T h e
mermaid's voice, which
s h e  t r a d e s  a w a y ,
represents  her  identity
and her  power  of  self-
expression.  The  knife
given  to  her  by  her
sisters  represents  the
terrible choice between
survival and love. Every
e l e m e n t  i n  H a n s
Christian  Andersen
The  Little  Mermaid



c a r r i e s  m e a n i n g ,
enriching every reading
wi th  new  layers  o f
interpretation.

Conclusion:
The Eternal
Relevance of
a Tragic Tale

H a n s  C h r i s t i a n
Andersen  The  Little
Mermaid  is  far  more
than a children's story.
I t  i s  a  p r o f o u n d
meditation  on  love,
identity,  sacrifice,  and
the search for meaning
in a transient world. The
s to ry ' s  r e fusa l  t o
conform to conventional
h a p p y  e n d i n g s  i s
precisely  what  gives  it
its  enduring  power.  It
acknowledges  that  life
is  often  painful,  that

love is often unrequited,
and  that  the  greatest
transformations  come
through suffering. Yet, it
also offers a quiet hope:
that  even  in  death,
there  is  the  possibility
of  redempt ion  and
eternal  life.  For  nearly
two centuries,  this tale
of a silent princess and
her  impossible  dream
has  moved  readers  to
tears  and  insp i red
countless  works  of  art.
The  legacy  of  Hans
Christian  Andersen
The Little Mermaid is
secure,  not  despite  its
tragedy, but because of
it.  It  reminds  us  that
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t
beautiful  stories  are
also  the  saddest,  and
that the deepest truths
are  often  spoken  in
whispers.


