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Skybreaker Stormlight

Understanding the Skybreakers: The Fifth Ideal of the Knights
Radiant

The Skybreaker Stormlight  tradition represents one of the most complex and morally ambiguous Orders of the Knights
Radiant  in  Brandon  Sanderson's  expansive  Cosmere  universe.  Unlike  the  more  commonly  discussed  Windrunners  or
Lightweavers, the Skybreakers operate under a rigid philosophy of law, justice, and order that often places them at odds with
other Radiant Orders. Their journey from ancient history to the modern events of the Stormlight Archive offers a rich tapestry of
conflict, evolution, and profound questions about the nature of right and wrong.

In the world of Roshar, Orders of Knights Radiant bond with spren to gain access to Surges—magical abilities powered by
Stormlight. Each Order possesses a unique combination of two Surges and follows a set of Ideals that guide their actions. The
Skybreakers, bonded with highspren, wield the Surges of Gravitation and Division, making them formidable warriors and judges.
However, their true identity lies not merely in their powers but in their unwavering commitment to an external code of law, which
has led them down paths that challenge conventional notions of heroism.

The Origins and History of the Skybreakers

The Skybreakers trace their origins to the Herald Nalan, also known as Nale, the Herald of Justice. Unlike other Heralds who
abandoned their duties after countless Desolations, Nale remained active on Roshar, continuing to administer his personal brand
of justice for  millennia.  His  influence directly shaped the Skybreaker Order,  instilling in them a devotion to law above all  else.
During the era of the Silver Kingdoms, the Skybreakers served as judges, executioners, and enforcers of legal codes across the
land.

When the Recreance occurred—the mass abandonment of the Oaths by the Knights Radiant—the Skybreakers were among those
who broke their bonds. However, uniquely, the Order did not entirely vanish. Nale himself continued to seek out and train new
Skybreakers in secret, preserving their traditions and knowledge. This unbroken lineage distinguishes the Skybreakers from
Orders  like the Windrunners,  who had to  rediscover  their  abilities  from scattered fragments of  history.  The Skybreaker
Stormlight tradition remained alive, waiting for the return of the Voidbringers.

This continuity of knowledge allowed the Skybreakers to maintain a structured hierarchy and a clear understanding of their
powers. While other Orders struggled to rebuild, the Skybreakers already possessed a functioning organization with established
protocols and a chain of command. This advantage made them uniquely prepared for the events unfolding in the modern era of
the Stormlight Archive.

The Ideals of the Skybreakers

Every Knight Radiant swears a series of Ideals that represent their personal growth and commitment to their Order. For the
Skybreakers,  these Ideals revolve around law, justice,  and the subjugation of  personal  will  to a greater code.  Unlike the
Windrunners, who follow an internal moral compass to protect the innocent, Skybreakers look outward to established law for
their guidance.

The First Ideal: "Life before death, strength before weakness, journey before destination." This is the universal Ideal
shared by all Orders of Knights Radiant.
The Second Ideal: "I will put the law above all else." This foundational Ideal establishes the Skybreaker's primary
commitment. The law becomes their master, and personal feelings or biases must not interfere with its execution.
The Third Ideal: "I will serve those who enforce the law." At this stage, the Skybreaker dedicates themselves to
supporting legitimate authority, whether a ruler, a government, or a legal body.
The Fourth Ideal: "I will seek justice for all, regardless of their station." This Ideal broadens the Skybreaker's perspective,
requiring them to ensure fairness even for those who cannot defend themselves.
The Fifth Ideal: "I will become the law." The highest and most challenging Ideal, the Fifth Ideal allows the Skybreaker to
transcend written law and become an embodiment of justice itself. Only Nale has achieved this Ideal in known history.

The progression of these Ideals reveals the Skybreaker philosophy: starting with adherence to external law, moving through
service  to  authority,  then  seeking  universal  justice,  and  finally  becoming  a  living  embodiment  of  law.  This  path  demands
immense discipline and self-abnegation. The Skybreaker Stormlight powers grow stronger with each Ideal, granting greater
control over Gravitation and Division.

The Surges of the Skybreakers

Each Order of Knights Radiant is defined by two Surges—fundamental forces of nature that they manipulate through Stormlight.
The Skybreakers  control  Gravitation  and Division,  a  combination  that  makes  them both  highly  mobile  and devastatingly
destructive.

Gravitation: The Surge of Gravity and Pressure

Gravitation allows Skybreakers to alter the direction and intensity of gravitational pull on themselves and objects. This Surge
provides remarkable mobility, enabling them to fly, fall upward, or increase their weight for combat advantage. In the context of
the Skybreaker Stormlight powers, Gravitation is often used in subtle ways, such as increasing downward force to pin an



opponent or reducing gravity to leap incredible distances.

Skybreakers  train  extensively  in  the  Lashings,  the  specific  techniques  for  applying  Gravitation.  A  Basic  Lashing  changes  the
direction of gravity for the user, allowing flight. A Full Lashing bonds objects together with the force of a powerful adhesive. An
Auxiliary Lashing alters gravity for a target other than the user, potentially hurling enemies into the sky or pinning them to the
ground. Mastery of these techniques requires precise Control, as poorly directed Lashings can cause unintended collateral
damage.

Division: The Surge of Destruction and Decay

Division is one of the most fearsome Surges in the Cosmere. It allows the Skybreaker to break bonds between particles, causing
materials to decay, crumble, or even explode into nothingness. A Skybreaker can touch a stone wall and cause it to disintegrate,
or sever the structural integrity of an enemy's armor. Division acts not by brute force but by undoing the connections that hold
matter together.

This Surge requires immense responsibility, as its misuse can lead to catastrophic destruction. The Skybreaker philosophy of law
and order directly informs how they use Division. They are trained to apply this power judiciously, only when the law demands it.
A Skybreaker does not simply destroy; they execute a sentence. The Skybreaker Stormlight abilities thus become instruments
of legal authority, delivering the final judgment pronounced by the law.

Notable Skybreakers in the Stormlight Archive

The history and events of the Stormlight Archive feature several prominent Skybreakers whose actions illustrate the Order's
philosophy and influence.

Nale, the Herald of Justice

Nale is the most powerful and enigmatic Skybreaker. As a Herald, he possesses abilities far beyond those of ordinary Radiants,
including near-immortality and access to the Surges of the Skybreakers and the Dustbringers. For millennia, he has wandered
Roshar, dispensing justice according to the legal codes of the land. However, his Law is rigid and absolute, often lacking mercy or
nuance. Nale's actions in the modern era, particularly his decision to side with the Voidbringers, have made him a controversial
figure. He believes that by following the law of the land—which recognizes the Voidbringers' claim—he remains true to his Ideals,
even if it means opposing other Radiants. Nale's journey represents the central tension of the Skybreaker Ideal: can law exist
without morality, and can justice be served by a code that does not adapt?

Szeth-son-Neturo, the Assassin in White

Szeth's journey from the weapon of others to a Skybreaker of the Third Ideal is one of the most transformative arcs in the series.
Originally a truthless Shin man forced to obey anyone who held his Oathstone, Szeth committed terrible acts against his will.
After being freed, he sought Nale to learn the Skybreaker way. Szeth's tragedy lies in his deep desire for external law to guide
him, as he fears his own judgment after being used as a tool for so long. He craves the certainty that the Skybreaker Ideals
provide. By swearing to put the law above all else, Szeth hopes to find redemption and purpose. His bond with the highspren Nin
and his training in the Skybreaker Stormlight techniques offer him structure in a chaotic world. Szeth's narrative highlights the
appeal of the Skybreaker path for those who have suffered from a lack of agency.

Other Skybreakers in the Order

Beyond Nale and Szeth, the Skybreaker Order includes numerous members who serve as judges, prosecutors, and executioners
throughout Roshar. They maintain hidden strongholds and keepers of legal knowledge. During the events of the Stormlight
Archive,  the  Skybreakers  emerge  as  a  unified  force  under  Nale's  leadership,  offering  a  stark  contrast  to  the  fractured  and
rebuilding Windrunners. Their organization and discipline make them a formidable faction, even if their moral alignment remains
ambiguous.

The Skybreaker Philosophy: Law versus Justice

The central philosophical question posed by the Skybreakers is whether law and justice are the same thing. Throughout the
Stormlight Archive, Skybreakers consistently choose law, even when the law leads to unjust outcomes. This tension is not
presented  as  a  flaw  but  as  a  deliberate  exploration  of  moral  philosophy.  The  Skybreakers  believe  that  without  a  fixed  code,
justice becomes arbitrary and subject to personal bias. For them, the law provides a stable foundation for society, even if it is
imperfect.

Critics of the Skybreakers point out that laws can be written by tyrants or corrupt regimes. The Skybreaker Stormlight Ideals,
however,  do  not  require  the  law  to  be  just—only  that  it  be  followed.  This  absolutism  creates  conflicts  with  other  Radiants,
particularly Windrunners, who follow their conscience. The tension between these two approaches—external law versus internal
morality—drives much of the ideological conflict in the Stormlight Archive.

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Fifth  Ideal,  "I  will  become  the  law,"  offers  a  potential  resolution.  By  becoming  the  law  himself,  a
Skybreaker transcends written codes and embodies the ideal of justice. However, this requires perfect wisdom and moral clarity,
which few possess. Nale's pursuit of this Ideal reveals its dangers: a being who considers himself above the law may become a
tyrant, justifying any action as just. The Fifth Ideal thus represents both the highest aspiration and the greatest risk of the
Skybreaker path.

Skybreakers versus Other Radiant Orders

Understanding the Skybreakers requires comparing them to other Orders of Knights Radiant. Below is a brief overview of their
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key contrasts.

Windrunners: Windrunners follow an internal moral code focused on protecting the innocent. They rely on their
conscience to determine right from wrong. Skybreakers reject this subjectivity, insisting on external law as the arbiter of
justice.
Lightweavers: Lightweavers confront their own truths and embrace self-discovery. Their journey is internal and
psychological. Skybreakers focus externally on societal structures and legal systems.
Edgedancers: Edgedancers remember the forgotten and help those overlooked by society. Skybreakers serve the law,
which may ignore the needs of the marginalized. The two Orders often conflict in their priorities.
Dustbringers: Both Skybreakers and Dustbringers share a Surge—Division—but Dustbringers focus on self-mastery and
controlled destruction. Skybreakers use Division as a tool of legal enforcement.

These contrasts highlight the diversity of the Knights Radiant. Each Order offers a different path to the same First Ideal, but their
interpretations of that Ideal vary dramatically. The Skybreaker Stormlight philosophy stands as the most rigid and legalistic
among them, providing a necessary counterbalance to the more flexible Orders.

The Role of Skybreakers in the Modern Era

As the Stormlight Archive progresses, the Skybreakers play an increasingly significant role in the unfolding conflict. Their decision


