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Notary Test Questions For Hawaii

Introduction

Becoming a notary public in Hawaii is a rewarding way to serve your community, but it
requires passing a rigorous examination that tests your knowledge of state-specific laws
and  general  notarial  procedures.  The  Notary  Test  Questions  for  Hawaii  cover
everything from the responsibilities of a notary to the precise wording of oaths and
acknowledgments. Whether you are a first-time applicant or renewing your commission,
understanding the types of questions you will face is essential. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the Hawaii notary exam, including sample questions, study
tips, and key legal concepts. By the end, you will be well-equipped to approach the test
with confidence.

Understanding the Hawaii Notary Public
Examination

The State of Hawaii requires all notary public applicants to pass a written examination
administered by the Department of the Attorney General. The test is designed to ensure
that every commissioned notary possesses a thorough grasp of Hawaii Revised Statutes
(HRS) Chapter 456, which governs notaries, as well as fundamental notarial practices.
The exam typically  consists  of  multiple-choice questions  and may include true/false
statements. You will be tested on topics such as:

Qualifications and disqualifications for becoming a notary
Proper execution of acknowledgments and jurats
Prohibited acts (e.g., practicing law without a license)
Recordkeeping and journal requirements
Fees and compensation rules
Grounds for commission revocation

To sit for the exam, you must complete an application, pay the required fee, and submit
a  background  check.  Most  candidates  study  using  the  official  Hawaii  Notary  Public
Manual  and practice tests that simulate real exam conditions. The passing score is
generally 70% or higher, but check the latest guidelines from the Attorney General’s
office.

Who Must Take the Hawaii Notary Exam?

All new applicants for a notary commission in Hawaii must pass the examination. Notaries
who are renewing their commission may also be required to retake the test unless they
have held  a  commission  continuously  and meet  certain  exemptions.  Active  military
personnel  and  their  spouses  may  have  special  provisions,  but  they  still  need  to
demonstrate knowledge of Hawaii notary law. Understanding the eligibility criteria is the



first step toward preparing for the Notary Test Questions for Hawaii.

Common Notary Test Questions for Hawaii:
Categories and Concepts

The exam covers several broad categories. Below we break down each area and provide
examples of the kinds of questions you might encounter. Use these as a study guide, but
always refer to the official manual for the most current information.

General Notary Principles and Duties

Every notary must understand the fundamental role: serving as an impartial witness to
the signing of documents, verifying the identity of signers, and ensuring they are acting
willingly. Sample questions in this category include:

Question: What is the primary duty of a notary public?
Answer: To prevent fraud by verifying the identity and willingness of document
signers.
Question: Can a notary notarize a document for a family member?
Answer: In Hawaii, notaries are discouraged from notarizing for spouses, parents,
or children because of potential bias, though it is not absolutely prohibited unless
the notary has a direct financial or beneficial interest.
Question: What should a notary do if a signer appears confused or under duress?
Answer: The notary should refuse to perform the notarization until satisfied the
signer is acting freely and understands the document.

These questions test your ability to apply ethical principles to real-world situations.

Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 456 – Specific Laws

A  significant  portion  of  the  Notary  Test  Questions  for  Hawaii  comes  directly  from
state  law.  HRS  Chapter  456  outlines  everything  from  appointment  procedures  to
penalties for misconduct. Key areas include:

Commission term: Hawaii notary commissions last for four years.
Bond requirement: Applicants must file a $1,000 bond with the Department of
the Attorney General.
Official seal: The notary seal must include the notary’s name, the words “Notary
Public,” and “State of Hawaii.” It cannot contain the notary’s commission expiration
date.
Journal maintenance: Notaries are required to keep a chronological journal of all
notarial acts, including the date, type of act, document description, and signature
of the person notarizing.
Prohibited acts: A notary cannot certify copies of birth, death, or marriage
records, nor can they perform notarizations if they are a party to the transaction.

Sample question: “Under HRS §456-1, which of the following is NOT a permissible notarial
act? A) Acknowledgments B) Jurats C) Certifying copies of vital records D) Administering
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oaths.” The correct answer is C.

Notarial Acts: Acknowledgments, Jurats, Oaths, and Affirmations

The  exam  will  ask  you  to  differentiate  between  types  of  notarial  acts  and  know  their
proper completion. An acknowledgment is a declaration by the signer that they executed
the document voluntarily.  A jurat requires the signer to swear or affirm the truth of the
document’s contents. Questions might include:

Question: What is the main difference between an acknowledgment and a jurat?
Answer: For an acknowledgment, the signer does not need to be under oath; for a
jurat, the signer must take an oath or affirmation in the presence of the notary.
Question: In a jurat, what must the signer do after swearing?
Answer: The signer must sign the document in the notary’s presence.
Question: Can a notary administer an oath to a person who is not physically
present?
Answer: Generally, no—remote online notarization is not yet fully adopted in
Hawaii (check current law).

You  must  also  know  the  correct  certificate  wording  for  each  act.  Hawaii  provides
statutory  forms  that  must  be  used  unless  otherwise  specified.

Proper Notary Recordkeeping and Journal Entries

Hawaii notaries are mandated to maintain a journal. The exam will test your knowledge
of what entries are required and how to handle records. Questions may include:

Question: What information must be recorded in a notary journal?
Answer: The date, time, type of notarial act, document date, type of document,
signature of the principal, fee charged (if any), and the method used to verify
identity.
Question: How long must a notary retain their journal after leaving office?
Answer: The journal must be kept for five years after the commission expires, then
delivered to the Attorney General or destroyed as per rules.
Question: Is a notary required to keep a journal?
Answer: Yes, under HRS §456-6, every notary must maintain a journal of all official
acts.

Keeping accurate records protects the notary and helps prevent fraud, a theme that runs
throughout the exam.

Sample Notary Test Questions for Hawaii – With
Explanations

To  give  you  a  realistic  sense  of  the  exam,  here  are  several  sample  Notary Test
Questions for Hawaii along with detailed answers and reasoning.

Question: A notary public in Hawaii may charge a maximum fee of:1.



A) $5 per signature B) $10 per notarization C) $25 per notarization D) Fees are set
by the notary
Answer: B) $10 per notarization. Under HRS §456-9, the maximum fee for a
notarial act is $10, unless the notary provides additional services like travel, which
must be agreed upon in advance.
Question: Which of the following documents can a Hawaii notary certify as a true2.
copy?
A) A birth certificate B) A diploma C) A passport D) Any document presented
Answer: B) A diploma. Hawaii notaries can certify copies of documents that are
not public records (e.g., diplomas, certificates). They cannot certify copies of vital
records (birth, death, marriage) or documents that can only be issued by a
government agency.
Question: A notary is asked to notarize a document for a signer who presents an3.
expired driver’s license. What should the notary do?
A) Accept it if the notary recognizes the person B) Refuse and ask for a valid form
of identification C) Accept it and note the expired date in the journal D) Call the
police
Answer: B) Refuse. Acceptable identification must be current and valid, typically a
driver’s license, state ID, or passport that has not expired.
Question: Under Hawaii law, a notary who knowingly notarizes a false statement4.
may be guilty of:
A) A civil violation B) A misdemeanor C) A felony D) Only commission revocation
Answer: B) A misdemeanor. Notarial misconduct can result in criminal penalties,
including fines and imprisonment, as well as revocation of the commission.

Study these sample questions to understand the level of detail required. The actual exam
will have around 30–50 questions, and you will need to apply legal knowledge rather than
just memorize facts.

Tips to Prepare for the Hawaii Notary Exam

Success on the Notary Test Questions for Hawaii comes from focused study. Here are
proven strategies:

Obtain the official manual: The Hawaii Notary Public Manual published by the
Department of the Attorney General is your primary resource. Read it cover to
cover, paying special attention to the statutes and sample forms.
Take practice tests: Many online platforms offer practice exams tailored to
Hawaii. These simulate the real test and help you identify weak areas. Aim for a
score of 80% or higher before test day.
Focus on Hawaii-specific laws: National notary principles are useful, but the
exam emphasizes local statutes. Memorize bond amounts, fee caps, journal
requirements, and the list of prohibited acts.
Understand the difference between acknowledgment and jurat: This is one
of the most frequently tested concepts. Draw diagrams or make flashcards to
solidify the distinction.
Review real-life scenarios: The exam often presents hypothetical situations. For
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each scenario, ask yourself: “What would a diligent notary do?” Consider
identification issues, conflicts of interest, and improper document types.
Study with a group or mentor: If possible, join a notary training class or find an
experienced notary to answer your questions. Discussing concepts out loud
reinforces memory.
Create a cheat sheet: Write down key facts like the elements of a jurat, the
proper seal format, and the list of acceptable IDs. Review it in the days leading up
to the exam.

Frequently Asked Questions about Hawaii
Notary Test Questions

Here are answers to common queries that applicants have:

How many questions are on the Hawaii notary exam? The exam typically
consists of


