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Discovering the Ozark National Scenic Riverways Map: Your Ultimate
Guide to Adventure

There are few places in the American heartland that capture the imagination quite like the Ozark National Scenic
Riverways. Spanning over 80,000 acres of pristine waterways, dense forests, and dramatic limestone bluffs in
southern Missouri, this protected area is a sanctuary for paddlers, hikers, anglers, and nature lovers. But before
you set out to explore the Current River and the Jacks Fork River, there is one essential tool that will make or break
your trip: the Ozark National Scenic Riverways map. Whether you are a first-time visitor or a seasoned explorer,
understanding how to read and use this map is the key to unlocking a safe, rewarding, and unforgettable
experience.

In this comprehensive guide, we will walk you through everything you need to know about the Ozark National
Scenic Riverways map. From the different types of maps available to the critical landmarks and access points they
highlight, you will learn how to navigate this spectacular landscape with confidence. Let us dive in.

Why the Ozark National Scenic Riverways Map Is Indispensable

The Ozark National Scenic Riverways is not a typical national park with paved roads and clearly marked trails at
every turn. It is a wild and rugged region where cell service is spotty at best and completely absent in many areas.
The rivers wind through remote stretches of forest, and the network of gravel roads, hiking paths, and water access
points can be confusing without proper guidance. A reliable Ozark National Scenic Riverways map is your lifeline. It
shows you where to put in your canoe, where to find campgrounds, how to locate springs and caves, and how to
avoid hazards like low-water bridges or impassable sections of trail.

Furthermore, the map helps you respect the boundaries of the riverways. This is a protected area with specific
regulations regarding camping, fires, and wildlife interaction. Knowing exactly where you are relative to permitted
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zones is essential for responsible recreation. In short, the map is not just a convenience; it is a safety necessity.

Types of Ozark National Scenic Riverways Maps

Not all maps are created equal, and the best choice depends on how you plan to explore the riverways. Below, we
break down the most common and useful types of maps available.

Official National Park Service Paper Map

The gold standard for navigation in the Ozark National Scenic Riverways is the official National Park Service
(NPS) paper map. This detailed topographic map covers the entire riverways system, including the Current River
and the Jacks Fork River from their headwaters to the park boundaries. It highlights all designated campgrounds,
river access points, hiking trails, springs, and points of interest. The paper map is waterproof and tear-resistant,
making it ideal for outdoor use. You can purchase it at visitor centers or download a PDF version from the NPS
website to print at home. For anyone venturing into the backcountry, this map is non-negotiable.

Digital and Interactive Maps

For those who prefer a digital companion, the NPS offers an interactive online map of the Ozark National Scenic
Riverways. This web-based tool allows you to zoom in on specific sections, toggle layers for trails, campgrounds,
and points of interest, and even measure distances. While digital maps are convenient for trip planning at home,
they should not be your only resource once you are on the river. Battery life, sunlight glare, and lack of signal can
render your device useless. Always carry a paper backup.

Additionally, apps like AllTrails and Gaia GPS offer downloadable maps that work offline. You can load the Ozark
National Scenic Riverways map onto your smartphone before your trip and use GPS to track your location even
without cell service. This hybrid approach combining digital and paper maps is the smartest strategy for modern
explorers.

River-Specific Maps

Many outfitters and local publications produce specialized maps focused solely on the Current River or the Jacks
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Fork River. These maps often include detailed mileage markers, rapid classifications, and notes on seasonal water
levels. If you are planning a multi-day canoe trip, a river-specific map can be invaluable. It will show you exactly
how far you are from the next take-out point and help you pace your journey.

Key Features Found on the Ozark National Scenic Riverways Map

Once you have your map in hand, the next step is learning to read it. Here are the most important features you will
encounter and what they mean for your trip.

River Access Points and Put-Ins

The map clearly marks all official river access points, often referred to as put-ins and take-outs. These are locations
where you can launch your canoe, kayak, or raft, or where you can exit the river. Popular access points include
Pulltite, Round Spring, Two Rivers, and Van Buren. Each access point is labeled with its distance from other
points, allowing you to plan a trip of any length. For example, a common day trip is the 10-mile stretch from Pulltite
to Round Spring, which offers a mix of gentle currents and scenic bluffs.

Campgrounds and Primitive Campsites

The Ozark National Scenic Riverways offers a range of camping options, from developed campgrounds with
restrooms and picnic tables to primitive campsites accessible only by boat or on foot. The map distinguishes
between these types. Developed campgrounds include Alley Spring, Round Spring, and Big Spring, while
primitive sites are scattered along the riverbanks. The map also indicates which sites require a permit and which
are first-come, first-served. Understanding this will save you from arriving at a full campground after a long day on
the water.

Springs and Caves

One of the most magical aspects of the Ozark National Scenic Riverways is its abundance of springs and caves. The
map highlights major springs such as Big Spring, one of the largest in the United States, and Alley Spring,
famous for its historic mill. Blue Spring and Round Spring are also prominently marked. These springs are not only
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beautiful but also provide cold, clear water that feeds the rivers. Caves like Round Spring Cave are noted as well,
though some require a ranger-guided tour for entry. The map will tell you which sites are open to the public and
which are closed for conservation.

Hiking Trails

While the rivers are the main attraction, the Ozark National Scenic Riverways also boasts a network of hiking trails.
The map shows trails such as the Ozark Trail, which passes through the riverways, and shorter loops like the Big
Spring Trail and the Alley Spring Trail. Each trail is marked with its length and difficulty level, helping you
choose the right hike for your fitness and time constraints. Many trails lead to overlooks with stunning views of the
river valleys.

Gravel Roads and Driving Routes

Much of the Ozark National Scenic Riverways is accessed via gravel roads that can be rough when wet. The map
distinguishes between paved roads, maintained gravel roads, and unmaintained roads suitable only for high-
clearance vehicles. If you are driving a standard sedan, stick to paved and well-maintained gravel routes. Roads like
Highway 19 and Highway 106 are primary thoroughfares, while country roads like Route K and Route NN
provide deeper access to the river.

How to Use the Ozark National Scenic Riverways Map for Trip
Planning

Your map is more than just a navigation tool; it is a trip-planning powerhouse. Here is a step-by-step approach to
getting the most out of it.

Step 1: Define Your Adventure Type

Are you planning a canoe trip, a hiking excursion, or a combination of both? Your map will help you decide. For a
canoe trip, focus on river access points and campsite spacing. For hiking, look at trail networks and nearby parking
areas. Knowing your primary activity will determine which features of the map you prioritize.
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Step 2: Measure Distances and Time

Using the scale provided on the map, measure the distance between your starting point and your destination. On
the Current River, a typical paddling speed is about 2 to 3 miles per hour, depending on water level and wind.
Budget extra time for stops at springs, lunch breaks, and wildlife viewing. The map will help you set a realistic
itinerary that avoids rushing or being stranded after dark.

Step 3: Identify Water and Supply Points

Even with the clear waters of the Ozark springs, you should always bring your own drinking water or a reliable
filtration system. The map shows visitor centers and ranger stations where you can refill water bottles and
purchase supplies. Major hubs include Alley Spring Visitor Center and Round Spring Visitor Center. Knowing
where these are located along your route is a smart move.

Step 4: Plan for Emergencies

No one plans to have an emergency, but being prepared is part of responsible adventure. Use your Ozark National
Scenic Riverways map to identify the nearest ranger stations, hospitals, and towns with cell service. The nearest
medical facilities are typically in Van Buren or Eminence. Mark these on your map so you can quickly orient
yourself if the unexpected happens.

Popular Routes and Access Points Highlighted on the Map

To give you a clearer picture of what the map offers, here are some of the most popular routes and access points
you will find marked on any reliable Ozark National Scenic Riverways map.

e Pulltite to Round Spring (10 miles): A classic day trip on the Current River. The map shows several gravel
bars ideal for lunch stops and a moderate current suitable for beginners.

e Two Rivers to Big Spring (15 miles): This section offers a longer day trip or an overnight adventure. The
map highlights the confluence of the Current River and the Jacks Fork River at Two Rivers, as well as the
impressive Big Spring at the end.

e Alley Spring to Round Spring (5.5 miles): A short but scenic float that allows ample time to explore Alley
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Spring and its historic mill. The map shows the trail connecting the spring to the river.
e Jacks Fork River from Rattlesnake Ferry to River access below Highway 17: A more remote and
challenging float. The map indicates shallow sections that may require portaging during low water.

Tips for Navigating with the Ozark National Scenic Riverways Map

Having a map is one thing; using it effectively is another. Here are practical tips to ensure you get the most out of
your map while on the water or on the trail.

1. Keep your map accessible. Store it in a waterproof case or zip-lock bag attached to your boat or backpack.
You do not want to dig through your gear when you need a quick reference.

2. Orient your map using landmarks. The Ozark National Scenic Riverways has many distinctive features
high bluffs, river bends, and spring outlets. Use these to confirm your location on the map.

3. Learn to read contour lines. The official NPS map uses topographic lines to show elevation. Steep lines
indicate bluffs and hills, while widely spaced lines indicate flat floodplains where camping is often easier.

4. Note the river mile markers. Many maps include



