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How To Make
Christmas Origami

The Joy of
Papercraft:
An
Introduction
to Christmas
Origami

As the holiday season
approaches,  many  of
us  look  for  creative
ways to decorate our
homes,  entertain
guests,  and  spend
qual i ty  t ime  with
loved  ones.  While
s t o r e - b o u g h t
o r n a m e n t s  a n d
d e c o r a t i o n s  a r e

convenient,  there  is
something  uniquely
s p e c i a l  a b o u t
handcrafted  décor.
This is where the art
o f  paper  f o ld ing
comes  in to  p lay .
Learning  How  To
Make  Christmas
Origami is not only a
del ightful  way  to
p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e
festivities  but  also  a
mindful,  relaxing
activity that people of
all  ages  can  enjoy.
From  simple  stars
that adorn the top of
your tree to intricate
Santa  Claus  figures
t h a t  c h a r m  y o u r
mantelpiece,  origami



offers  an  endless
array  of  possibilities.
Whether  you  are  a
complete beginner or
a  seasoned  paper
folder, this guide will
walk you through the
essential  techniques
and  projects  needed
to fill your home with
handmade  holiday
cheer.

O r i g a m i ,  t h e
traditional  Japanese
art  of  paper  folding,
has been practiced for
centuries. It is a craft
that  requires  nothing
more  than  a  square
sheet of paper and a
steady  hand.  When
you  apply  this  art
form  to  Christmas
themes,  you  combine
cultural tradition with
festive joy. The beauty
of  Christmas  origami
lies  in  its  versatility.
You can use recycled
wrapping  paper ,

specialty  origami
sheets,  or  even  old
magazine  pages  to
c r e a t e  s t u n n i n g
d e c o r a t i o n s .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h i s
a c t i v i t y  i s
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
friendly  and  budget
conscious.  In  the
following sections, we
w i l l  e x p l o r e
everything from basic
folds  to  complete
projects,  ensuring
that by the end of this
article,  you  will  feel
confident  in  your
ab i l i t y  to  c rea te
b e a u t i f u l  p a p e r
decorations  for  the
holiday  season.

Why
Christmas
Origami is a
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Wonderful
Holiday

Tradition

Incorporating origami
into  your  Christmas
preparations  offers
numerous  benefits
that go beyond simple
decoration.  First  and
f o r e m o s t ,  i t  i s  a
f an tas t i c  way  t o
engage  children  and
adu l t s  a l i ke  i n  a
screen-free,  hands-on
activity.  In  a  world
dominated  by  digital
entertainment,  sitting
down with a piece of
paper  and  folding  it
into  a  recognizable
shape  prov ides  a
s e n s e  o f
accomplishment  and
calm.  The  repetitive
nature of folding can
be meditative, helping
to  reduce  the  stress
t h a t  o f t e n

accompanies  the
holiday  rush.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,
handmade  origami
decorations  carry
sentimental  value.
When  you  hang  an
origami  star  on  your
tree,  you  remember
t h e  m o m e n t  y o u
folded  it,  perhaps
while  l istening  to
carols  or  sipping hot
c o c o a .  T h e s e
ornaments  become
keepsakes that can be
reused  year  after
year.  Additionally,
learning  How  To
Make  Christmas
Origami  allows  you
to create personalized
gifts. A set of origami
ornaments tied with a
r i b b o n  m a k e s  a
thoughtful,  unique
present  for  teachers,
n e i g h b o r s ,  o r
coworkers.  Because
the  materials  are  so



affordable,  you  can
make dozens of pieces
without  breaking  the
bank, allowing you to
decorate  generously
o r  s h a r e  y o u r
creations  widely.

Essential
Materials for
Your
Christmas
Origami
Projects

Before diving into the
folding instructions, it
is important to gather
the  right  materials.
Whi le  or igami  i s
famously  minimalist,
having  the  proper
supplies  will  make
your  exper ience
smoother  and  your
results more polished.

Paper: The most

important
material.
Traditional
origami paper,
known as kami,
is thin, crisp,
and holds
creases well. It
is usually
colored on one
side and white
on the other. For
Christmas, look
for papers with
festive patterns
such as
snowflakes,
holly, or plaid.
You can also use
metallic foil
paper for a
shiny,
ornamental look.
Standard 15cm x
15cm (6 inch x 6
inch) squares
are ideal for
most projects.
Bone Folder:
This is a flat,
blunt tool used
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to sharpen
creases. While
not strictly
necessary, it is
highly
recommended
for achieving
crisp,
professional-
looking folds. A
butter knife or
even a fingernail
can work as a
substitute.
Scissors or
Craft Knife:
Some designs
require cutting
the paper before
folding,
especially for
snowflakes or
certain modular
pieces. A sharp
pair of scissors
or a craft knife
with a cutting
mat will give you
clean edges.
Ruler: Useful
for measuring

and cutting
paper if you are
making your
own squares
from larger
sheets.
Glue or Tape:
Traditional
origami avoids
adhesives, but
for Christmas
decorations that
need to hold
their shape or be
hung on a tree, a
small dot of glue
or piece of clear
tape can be very
helpful. Use it
sparingly to
maintain the
clean aesthetic.
String or
Ribbon: For
hanging your
finished
ornaments. Thin
gold or silver
thread, fishing
line, or narrow
satin ribbon all



work well.

Once  you  have  your
materials  ready,  find
a  f l a t ,  c l e a n
workspace  with  good
lighting. A table with
a  smooth  surface  is
best.  Keep  a  small
bowl or tray nearby to
hold  your  finished
pieces as you work.

Mastering
the Basic
Origami
Folds

E v e r y  c o m p l e x
origami model is built
from  a  handful  of
fundamental  folds.
Before you begin your
Christmas  projects,
take a few minutes to
practice  these  basic
techniques. Mastering
them  will  make  the
instructions  much

easier  to  follow.

The Valley Fold

T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
common  fold.  You
b r i n g  t h e  p a p e r
towards you, folding it
so  that  the  crease
points downward, like
a valley. The fold line
will form a "V" shape.
This  is  the  first  fold
y o u  w i l l  mak e  i n
almost every project.

The Mountain
Fold

The  opposite  of  a
valley  fold.  You  fold
the paper away from
you,  so  the  crease
points upward, like a
mountain  peak.  The
fold  l ine  forms  an
upside-down "V" or a
p e a k .  M a n y
instructions will use a
dashed line for valley
folds  and  a  dotted-
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d a s h e d  l i n e  f o r
mountain  folds.

The Pleat Fold

T h i s  i s  s i m p l y  a
combinat ion  o f  a
va l ley  fo ld  and  a
mountain fold next to
each other, creating a
zigzag  or  accordion
effect. It is often used
to  create  texture  or
dimension  in  models
like Christmas trees.

The Squash Fold

This  fold  involves
opening  a  pocket  of
paper and pressing it
flat into a new shape.
It  is  commonly  used
to  form  the  legs  of
animals or the base of
a  S a n t a  h a t .  I t
requ i res  care fu l
alignment  to  ensure
symmetry.

The Reverse Fold

This  is  an  advanced
basic  fold  where you
fold  a  flap  of  paper
inside  the  model,
reversing  the  crease
d i r e c t i o n .  I t  i s
essential  for  shaping
heads,  beaks,  and
other fine details.  An
inside  reverse  fold
pushes paper inward,
whi le  an  outs ide
reverse  fold  pulls  it
outward.

Take a scrap piece of
paper  and  practice
each  of  these  folds
five or six times. Pay
attention  to  how  the
paper  feels  and  how
sharp  your  creases
are. A good crease is
the  secret  to  a  well-
f o r m e d  o r i g a m i
model.



Step-by-Step
Christmas
Origami
Projects

N o w  t h a t  y o u
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
fundamentals,  it  is
time to  start  folding.
The following projects
are  arranged  from
e a s i e s t  t o  m o r e
challenging.  Choose
the  ones  that  match
your  skill  level  and
holiday  decorating
needs.

Simple Origami
Christmas Star

This  is  an  excellent
project  for  beginners
and children. A single
star  can  be  made  in
under  five  minutes,
a n d  t h e y  l o o k
beautiful  clustered
together on a wall or

hanging in a window.

Start with a1.
square piece of
paper, colored
side up. Fold it
in half
diagonally to
form a triangle.
Crease well and
unfold.
Fold it in half2.
diagonally the
other way.
Crease and
unfold. You
should now have
an "X" crease
line.
Fold the paper3.
in half
horizontally,
bringing the top
edge to the
bottom edge.
Crease and
unfold.
Now, gently4.
push the left and
right sides of the
paper inward
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along the
creases. The
paper will
collapse into a
smaller triangle
shape. This is
called a
waterbomb base
or a triangle
base.
With the open5.
end of the
triangle pointing
away from you,
fold the top layer
of the right flap
up to the top
point of the
triangle. Repeat
on the left side.
You now have a
diamond shape
on top of a
triangle.
Turn the model6.
over and repeat
the previous
step on the other
side. You now
have a diamond
shape.

Take the top7.
layer of the right
point of the
diamond and
fold it inward
toward the
center. Repeat
on the left. Turn
over and repeat.
You now have a
narrow diamond
shape with a
small triangular
flap at the
bottom.
Fold that small8.
triangular flap
up and over the
front. This will
form the base of
your star.
Now, carefully9.
open the model
from the bottom.
Gently pull the
four points
outward. Flatten
the center
slightly. You
have a four-
pointed star. To



make it a classic
five-pointed star,
you need to start
with a pentagon-
shaped paper,
but this four-
pointed version
is a lovely star in
its own right and
very easy to
make.

Semantic Tip: If you
want  a  five-pointed
s t a r ,  s e a r c h  f o r
"origami  star  from
pentagon  paper"  to
find  templates  that
you can print and cut
out. This is a common
variation of the simple
star.

Traditional
Origami
Christmas Tree

This model stands on
its own and makes a
wonderful centerpiece
for a holiday table. It

uses a series of pleat
folds  to  create  the
layered branches of a
pine tree.

Start with a1.
square of green
origami paper,
white side up.
Fold it in half
diagonally to
form a triangle.
Unfold.
Rotate the paper2.
90 degrees and
fold it in half
diagonally the
other way.
Unfold. You now
have an "X"
crease.
Fold the paper3.
in half
horizontally.
Unfold. You have
a plus sign
crease and an X
crease.
Collapse the4.
paper into a
waterbomb base



How To Make Christmas Origami

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by June & Compton •
Wisdom is the reward for listening. • Page 11

(square base) by
bringing the top,
bottom, left, and
right edges
together. It
should form a
square with
flaps pointing
downward.
Position the5.
square so that
the open end
(where the flaps
separate) is
pointing toward
you. This is the
base of the tree.
Fold the top6.
layer of the right
flap to the
center line.
Repeat with the
left flap. Turn
over and repeat.
You now have a
kite shape.
Fold the top7.
point of the kite
down to the
bottom point.
Crease well.

Unfold.
Now, make a8.
pleat fold. Fold
the top point
down again, but
this time only
bring it about
one-third of the
way to the
center crease.
Crease. Then
fold the same
point down
again to the
center crease,
creating a
zigzag. This
creates the first
tier of branches.
Flip the model9.
over. Fold the
top point down
to the bottom
point, but leave
the pleated
section sticking
out. This forms
the top of the
tree.
To shape the10.
tree, gently pull



the flaps
outward to form
the branches.
You can also
curve the tips
slightly for a
more organic
look.
For a trunk,11.
simply fold a
small strip at the
bottom of the
model upward
and then flatten
it so the tree
stands. You can
also insert a
small folded
rectangle of
brown paper
into the bottom.

Origami Santa
Claus Face

T h i s  i s  a  c l a s s i c
Christmas  origami
m o d e l  t h a t  i s
surprisingly  simple.
The  result  is  a  cute,
stylized face of Santa

that can be glued to a
card  or  hung  as  an
ornament.

Start with a1.
square of red
paper, white
side up. Fold it
in half
diagonally to
form a triangle.
The long edge is
the bottom of
Santa's face.
Fold the top2.
point of the
triangle down
toward the
bottom edge, but
leave about 1 cm
from the edge.
This is the brim
of Santa's hat.
Now, fold the3.
left point of the
triangle up at an
angle. The tip
should extend
slightly past the
center of the top
edge. This is the
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left side of the
hat.
Repeat with the4.
right point,
folding it up to
overlap the left
point slightly.
This forms the
pom-pom of the
hat.
Flip the model5.
over. The
triangle shape is
now Santa's
face.
Fold the two6.
bottom corners
upward and
inward to round
out the beard.
You can also fold
a small triangle

at the top of the
face inward to
create the eyes.
Use a marker to7.
draw eyes and a
nose, or leave it
plain for a
minimalist look.
If you want a
more detailed
face, you can
add a small red
circle for the
nose and two
black dots for
the eyes.

Origami
Reindeer

This  model  is  a  bit
more challenging but
is very rewarding. A


