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Owning a Kenmore
portable dishwasher
can be a game-
changer for kitchens
that lack the space or
plumbing for a built-in
model. These
countertop and rolling
units offer the
convenience of a full-
size dishwasher
without the need for
permanent

installation. However,
to get the most out of

your
appliance—sparkling
dishes, efficient

cycles, and a long

specific Kenmore
Portable
Dishwasher
Instructions.
Whether you are
setting it up for the
first time or
troubleshooting a
common issue, this
comprehensive guide
will walk you through
every step. From
connecting the water
supply to selecting the
right wash cycle, we
cover everything you
need to know. Follow
along to ensure your
Kenmore portable
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while saving you time,
water, and energy.

Unboxing
and Initial
Setup of Your
Kenmore
Portable
Dishwasher

Before you can enjoy
clean dishes, you must
first set up your
portable dishwasher
correctly. The initial

setup is
straightforward but
requires careful
attention to
connections and
placement. This

section covers the
essential steps for

unpacking,
positioning, and
connecting your
appliance.

Unpacking and
Positioning

Begin by carefully
removing the
dishwasher from its
packaging. Inspect the
unit for any visible
damage that may have
occurred during
shipping. Place your
Kenmore portable
dishwasher on a level,
sturdy countertop or a
rolling cart designed

for portable
dishwashers. Ensure
the surface can

support the weight
when the dishwasher
is fully loaded with
water. Leave at least a
few inches of
clearance around the
unit for air circulation.
If your model has a
top panel that lifts up,
make sure there is
enough overhead
space to open it
completely.
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Connecting thestruction€nd of the water

inl

Water-Supply

Most Kenmore
portable dishwashers
connect to your
kitchen faucet using a
special adapter.
Locate the water inlet
hose included with
your unit. Follow
these steps to connect
it properly:

 Remove the
aerator from
your kitchen
faucet. (Keep it
in a safe place
for when you
disconnect the
dishwasher
later.)

e Screw the faucet
adapter onto the
faucet threads.
Many Kenmore
models include a
quick-connect
fitting that clicks

o

adapter. Ensure
the connection is
snug but not
overtightened.

e Turn on the hot
water faucet
briefly to check
for leaks. If you
see drips,
tighten the
connections or
check the rubber
washer inside
the adapter.

Important: Always
use hot water for
optimal cleaning.
Kenmore portable
dishwashers are
designed to heat the
water further if
needed, but starting
with hot water
shortens cycle time
and improves results.

Drain Hose Setup
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to prevent backflow.
Your Kenmore
portable dishwasher
comes with a drain
hose that typically has
a hook or loop end.
Hang the drain hose
over the edge of your
kitchen sink, making
sure the end is
securely placed inside
the sink basin. Some
models include a
suction cup to keep
the hose in place.
Avoid kinking the hose
or allowing the end to
drop below the sink
rim, as this can cause
siphoning problems. If
your sink has a
garbage disposal,
ensure the drain hose
is not connected to it
directly unless the
dishwasher
instructions specify
otherwise.

g the Control
Panel and
Wash Cycles

Once your Kenmore
portable dishwasher is
connected, take a
moment to familiarize
yourself with the
control panel.
Knowing the functions
of each button and
cycle will help you
select the right
settings for your load.
While models vary,

most Kenmore
portable dishwashers
share common
controls.

Key Controls and
Indicators

e Cycle Selector:
A dial or button
pad that allows
you to choose
wash cycles such
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as Heavy, [pstructiondtodels
Normal Tighf or i

Rinse Only.
e Start/Reset:
Press to begin

adjust cycle time
based on how
dirty the dishes

the selected are.

cycle. Holding it

for a few Common Wash
seconds typically Cycles Explained
resets the

dishwasher or
cancels the
current cycle.

e Delay Start:
Some models let
you delay the
start of the cycle
by up to 24
hours, useful for
running the

Selecting the right
cycle for your dish
load can save water
and energy. Here are
the typical cycles
found on Kenmore
portable dishwashers:

e Heavy Wash:
For pots, pans,

Do%ryljoaded f

dishwasher
during off-peak
energy hours.
Rinse Aid
Dispenser
Indicator: A
light that
illuminates when
rinse aid is low.
Soil Level

and heavily
soiled dishes.
This cycle uses
higher water
temperature and
longer wash and
rinse times.
Normal Wash:
Best for
everyday loads
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thorough clean
while balancing
time and
resource use.

e Light Wash: For
lightly soiled
items like
glasses and
plates that were
used for serving
dry foods. This
cycle is shorter
and uses less
water.

e Rinse Only: A
quick rinse to
prevent food
from drying on
dishes while you
wait to run a full
load. No
detergent
required.

Tip: Refer to your
specific Kenmore
Portable
Dishwasher
Instructions model
sheet to see if your
unit has additional
cycles like Sanitize or

Eco.

How to Load
Your
Kenmore
Portable
Dishwasher
for Best
Results

Proper loading is
critical for achieving
clean, spot-free
dishes. Poor loading
can block water spray
arms, prevent
detergent from
reaching all items,
and lead to water
spots. Follow these
loading principles for
your Kenmore
portable dishwasher.

Bottom Rack
Loading (Pots,
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Pans, Plates)instructionsurfaces.

e Place large items
like pots, pans,
and casserole
dishes on the
bottom rack,
angled
downward so
water drains off.

e Load plates
facing the
center, between
the tines. Do not
overlap plates or
stack them.

e Ensure that
items do not
block the
rotating spray
arms. Lower the
spray arm if your
model allows
adjustment.

e Utensil baskets
should be loaded
with handles
down (for safety)
but avoid nesting
spoons together

Top Rack
Loading (Glasses,
Cups, Small
Bowls)

e Place cups and
glasses upside
down on the top
rack. Secure
stemware by
sliding them over
the tines
designed for
them.

e Place small
bowls and
ramekins on the
top rack as well,
ensuring they
are not upside
down in a way
that traps water.

» Avoid placing
very tall items
that might hit
the top of the
dishwasher or

O ensure watet

the Upper Spray
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Silverware

Basket
Organization
Most Kenmore
portable dishwashers
come with a

removable silverware
basket. Place forks
and spoons with
handles down, and
knives with handles
up for safety.
Alternatively, mix
utensils in the basket
to prevent them from
sticking together. Do
not overload the
basket.

Operating
Your
Kenmore
Portable
Dishwasher:
Step-by-Step

Now that your

dishwasher is
connected and loaded,
here is the step-by-
step process for
running a cycle.
Following these
Kenmore Portable
Dishwasher
Instructions ensures
a smooth experience
every time.

Adding
Detergent and
Rinse Aid

e Detergent:
Open the
detergent
dispenser on the
inside door
panel. Fill the
main
compartment
with
dishwashing
detergent
(powder, gel, or
tabs). For
heavily soiled
loads, you may
also fill the pre-
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wash Instructiondishwasher door
compartment Qnr‘nr‘n]y It

Use only should latch with
detergent a click.
specifically . Press the Cycle
designed for Selector to
automatic choose your
dishwashers. desired wash

Rinse Aid:
Locate the rinse
aid dispenser
cap (usually near
the detergent
cup). Fill it with
a quality rinse
aid to prevent
water spots and
improve drying.
Adjust the
setting (typically
from 1 to 6)
based on your
water hardness.
Higher numbers
deliver more
rinse aid per
cycle.

Starting the
Cycle

cycle.

. If needed, press

the Delay Start
button to set a
delayed start
time.

. Press the Start

button. The
dishwasher will
begin filling with
water. You will
hear water
entering the
unit.

. Wait for the

cycle to
complete. Most
cycles take
between 1.5 and
3 hours,
depending on
the selected

ash mode and
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temperature.

After the Cycle

When the dishwasher
finishes, wait a minute
before opening the
door to allow steam to
settle. Open the door
slightly first to release
steam. Remove dishes
from the bottom rack
first to prevent water
from dripping from
the top rack onto
clean dishes below.
Let dishes cool before
handling.

Maintenance
and
Troubleshoot
ing Tips

Regular maintenance
helps your Kenmore
portable dishwasher
run efficiently for
years. Here are
essential maintenance

tasks and common
troubleshooting
solutions.

Cleaning the
Filter System

Most Kenmore
portable dishwashers
have a removable
filter assembly at the
bottom of the tub.
Food particles can
accumulate here and
affect cleaning
performance. Clean
the filter at least once
a month:

¢ Remove the
lower rack to
access the filter.

e Twist the filter
counterclockwise
and lift it out.

¢ Rinse the filter
under running
water. Use a soft
brush to remove
stubborn debris.

e Reinstall the
filter by aligning
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it and twistifgstructiehitions

locks.

Checking and
Cleaning Spray
Arms

Clogged spray arm
holes can reduce
water pressure.
Inspect the lower and
upper spray arms
periodically. Remove
them if necessary by
unscrewing the
retaining nut (refer to
your specific
Kenmore Portable
Dishwasher

Instructions for
model details). Clear
any clogs with a
toothpick or small
wire and rinse the
arms under water.

e Dishwasher

won't start:
Ensure the door
is fully closed
and latched.
Check that the
unit is plugged
in and the circuit
breaker is not
tripped. Verify
the water faucet
is turned on.
Dishes not
drying
properly: Use a
rinse aid to
improve drying.
Make sure you
selected a cycle
that includes
heated drying.
Open the door
slightly after the
cycle ends to
allow moisture to
escape.

e Water leaking:

Check all hose
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DisHvwghreiein
hose is properly
hung and not
kinked. Inspect
the door gasket
for debris or
damage.

* Detergent not
dissolving:
Make sure the
detergent
dispenser is dry
before adding
detergent. Do
not block the
dispenser flap
with large
dishes. Use fresh
detergent.

Energy and
Water
Efficiency
Tips for Your
Kenmore
Portable

Portable dishwashers
are already more
efficient than hand
washing, but you can
maximize savings with
these practical
suggestions:

e Run full loads
only. A full
dishwasher uses
roughly the same
amount of water
and energy as a
half-full one, so
wait until you
have enough
dishes.

e Select the
appropriate
cycle. Use Light
or Eco cycles for
lightly soiled
loads to reduce
energy
consumption.

e Scrape, don't
rinse. Modern
Kenmore
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your
Kenmeoere—Portable

handle food
particles. Pre-
rinsing wastes
water and
energy.

e Use the delay
start to run
cycles during off-
peak hours when
electricity rates
may be lower.

e Maintain your
appliance.
Clean filters and
spray arms keep
the dishwasher
running
efficiently,
reducing cycle
time and water
usage.

Conclusion

Dishwasher
Instructions is the
key to effortless dish
cleaning and a long-
lasting appliance.
From proper setup
and water connections
to selecting the right
cycle and performing
routine maintenance,
every step contributes
to a superior user
experience. By
following the guidance
in this article, you can
avoid common pitfalls,
achieve spotless
dishes, and save time
and resources.
Remember to keep
your specific user
manual handy for
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