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Alternatives To The
Peace Corps

Alternatives To The Peace
Corps: Exploring Meaningful
Volunteer Opportunities

For decades, the Peace Corps has been a gold standard
for Americans seeking immersive international volunteer
service. The idea of living in a developing community,
sharing skills, and building cross-cultural understanding is
profoundly appealing. However, the Peace Corps is not
the only path to meaningful global engagement. Whether
you are deterred by the 27-month commitment, the
competitive application process, or a desire for a
different kind of experience, a wealth of alternatives to
the Peace Corps exist. These options range from short-
term placements to specialized programs that align with
distinct career goals, personal interests, or lifestyle needs.
This article explores some of the most compelling
alternatives, helping you find a volunteer experience that
matches your vision for service and travel.



Why Look Beyond The Peace Corps?

The Peace Corps remains an excellent organization, but it
is not a one-size-fits-all solution. Many prospective
volunteers have legitimate reasons to consider other
paths. The lengthy duration—typically 27 months—can
be difficult for those with family obligations, career
commitments, or simply a desire for a shorter
experience. The application process is notoriously
rigorous and can take up to a year. Additionally, the
Peace Corps focuses on grassroots development, which
may not appeal to individuals who prefer working in
established schools, hospitals, or with specific technical
aid organizations. Furthermore, some volunteers seek a
program with more structure, clearer career support, or
the ability to choose their destination. By exploring
alternatives to the Peace Corps, you gain flexibility in
timing, location, and the nature of your work—without
sacrificing the transformative impact of service.

Government and Federally Supported
Programs

Americorps

If you want to serve domestically rather than abroad,
AmeriCorps is the flagship US national service program.
Often called the domestic Peace Corps, AmeriCorps
places participants with local nonprofits, schools, and
public agencies across the United States. Unlike the
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Peace Corps, commitments can be as short as three
months (in summer programs) or as long as a full year.
Members receive a modest living allowance and an
education award to pay for college or student loans. For
those who cannot relocate internationally but still crave
community-focused work, AmeriCorps offers a powerful
alternative with a similar spirit of service.

United Nations Volunteers (UNV)

The United Nations Volunteers program deploys
professionals to support peace, development, and
humanitarian efforts worldwide. UNV assignments are
often shorter than the Peace Corps—typically six to
twelve months—and are tailored to specific skill sets.
Volunteers work alongside UN agencies such as UNDP,
UNICEF, or WHO. This option is excellent for people
with advanced degrees or specialized expertise (e.g., in
public health, engineering, or data analysis). It also offers
a more international, policy-oriented environment
compared to the community-level focus of the Peace
Corps.

Peace Corps Response

For those who have already served in the Peace Corps,
Peace Corps Response offers short-term, high-impact
assignments (typically 3–12 months). But even if you are
not a returned volunteer, you may qualify if you have
significant professional experience. This is a direct



alternative that retains the Peace Corps brand but with
greater flexibility. It bridges the gap between a full-length
service commitment and a targeted professional project.

Non-Profit and NGO Volunteer Programs

WorldTeach

WorldTeach places English teachers in developing
countries across Latin America, Asia, Africa, and the
Pacific. Unlike the Peace Corps, where teaching is often
just one of many roles, WorldTeach focuses exclusively
on education. Programs run from a few months to a full
year, and participants receive training, housing, and a
modest stipend. This is an ideal alternative for those
passionate about teaching English and who want a clear,
structured classroom experience without the broader
community development duties of the Peace Corps.

Global Volunteers

Global Volunteers offers short-term service trips (one to
three weeks) that focus on sustainable community
projects—teaching, building, healthcare, and more.
While the Peace Corps emphasizes long-term immersion,
Global Volunteers allows people with limited vacation
time to make a tangible difference. Volunteers pay a
program fee, which covers accommodation, meals, and
project support. This model is popular among families,
retirees, and students on break. It is a legitimate
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alternative for anyone who wants a taste of international
volunteer work without a multi-year commitment.

Habitat for Humanity Global Village

Habitat for Humanity’s Global Village program
coordinates short-term construction trips around the
world. Participants work alongside local families to build
affordable housing. The trips are typically one to two
weeks, and volunteers fund their own travel and lodging.
This is a hands-on, low-barrier alternative to the Peace
Corps that delivers immediate, visible results. It also
allows you to choose your destination and travel with a
group.

Teaching English Abroad Independently

Many people consider the Peace Corps primarily for its
English teaching component. Yet it is entirely possible to
teach English abroad through private language schools,
public school programs, or government-run initiatives
like the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme,
EPIK in South Korea, or the British Council’s English
Language Assistants. These programs often offer higher
salaries, better housing, and more freedom than the
Peace Corps. They typically require a bachelor’s degree
and a TEFL certification. Contracts range from six
months to two years, and you can often choose your
country. This is perhaps the most direct alternative to
the Peace Corps if your primary interest is teaching and



cultural exchange, but you prefer more independence and
financial stability.

Faith-Based and Religious Volunteer
Organizations

For those who want to integrate their faith with service,
several religious organizations offer international
volunteer placements similar to the Peace Corps but with
a spiritual dimension.

Jesuit Volunteer Corps (JVC) places volunteers
in social service agencies both domestically and
internationally, focusing on simplicity,
community, and social justice.
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) offers
two- to three-year assignments in peacebuilding,
education, and health around the world.
Latter-day Saint Charities coordinates
humanitarian projects, though typically through
church assignments.
Evangelical and Catholic mission agencies like
World Vision or Catholic Relief Services also
have volunteer programs that combine service
with faith.

These organizations often provide strong community
support and a clear ethical framework, making them
attractive alternatives to the Peace Corps for spiritually
motivated individuals.
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Short-Term and Gap Year Programs

The rise of the gap year has created many structured
international service programs. Organizations like
Projects Abroad, IVHQ (International Volunteer
HQ), and GVI offer 2-to-12-week placements in fields
like conservation, medical care, and teaching. While
critics sometimes label these as “voluntourism,” ethical
operators now prioritize community needs, sustainable
impact, and cultural sensitivity. These programs are
excellent for students, career-breakers, and retirees who
want a meaningful short-term experience. They are
accessible without a lengthy application and allow you to
choose a specific cause you care about—such as wildlife
conservation in South Africa or public health in Nepal.
Compared to the Peace Corps, they offer more control
over your timeline and focus.

Professional and Skills-Based Volunteering

Many professionals want to volunteer their expertise
without a long-term relocation. Organizations like
Engineers Without Borders, Doctors Without
Borders, and Peace Brigades International offer short-
term or project-based assignments for qualified experts.
For example, a physician can do a six-week mission with
Doctors Without Borders, or an engineer can help design
a water system in a remote village. These are highly
selective but incredibly rewarding alternatives to the
Peace Corps that leverage your professional skills



directly.

Virtual Volunteering and Remote Service

In the digital age, you don’t even need to travel. Many
organizations now offer virtual volunteer
opportunities—teaching English online, mentoring
students, translating documents, or providing pro bono
consulting. Platforms like United Nations Online
Volunteering, Catchafire, and Translators Without
Borders match skilled volunteers with nonprofits
globally. While not a travel experience, this is a flexible,
low-cost way to contribute meaningfully, especially if
geographic mobility is limited. For those who still want a
Peace Corps-like cultural exchange, some virtual
programs pair you with local partners overseas.

Choosing the Right Alternative

With so many alternatives to the Peace Corps, how do
you decide? Begin by clarifying your motivations. Ask
yourself:

How much time can I commit? (Weeks, months,
or years?)
Do I want to live abroad or serve at home?
Do I need a stipend, or can I pay to volunteer?
Am I seeking a specific role (teaching,
construction, healthcare) or a generalist
experience?
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Is faith or spirituality important to my service?
Do I want to work independently or as part of an
organized team?

Research each program carefully. Read reviews from
former volunteers, examine the organization’s impact
reports, and ensure they follow ethical volunteering
practices. Avoid programs that charge excessive fees
without providing genuine community benefits. The goal
is to find a program that aligns with your values, skills,
and availability.

Conclusion

The Peace Corps is a remarkable institution, but it is far
from the only avenue for meaningful service. Whether
you choose AmeriCorps, a short-term trip with Global
Volunteers, a teaching position in Japan, or a virtual
mentorship role, the world of international and domestic
volunteering is rich with opportunity. By exploring
alternatives to the Peace Corps, you can craft a service
experience that fits your life stage, goals, and
passion—ensuring that your desire to make a difference
translates into action that is both fulfilling and
sustainable. The key is to start with honest self-reflection,
then match your aspirations with the right program. Your
journey of  serv ice  awai t s ,  and i t  can  begin
today—wherever you are, and for however long you can
give.


