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Timeline Of English
Kings And Queens

The Enduring Legacy of the
Crown: A Comprehensive
Timeline of English Kings
and Queens

The history of England is, in many ways, a history
written by its monarchs. From the fierce warriors of
the Saxon age to the constitutional figureheads of the
modern era, the timeline of English kings and queens
is a rich tapestry of conquest, intrigue, reform, and
resilience. Understanding this British monarchy
timeline is not merely an exercise in memorizing
names and dates; it is a journey through the very
evolution of a nation. This article provides a detailed,
engaging, and informative look at the royal lineage,
exploring the key figures who have shaped the country
and its identity.

The narrative of English royalty is far from a simple,
linear progression. It is a story punctuated by dramatic
ruptures, such as the Norman Conquest, the Wars of
the Roses, and the English Civil War. Each dynasty
brought its own character, ambitions, and challenges,



leaving an indelible mark on the legal, social, and
political fabric of the realm. By tracing this history of
English royalty, we can better understand the
foundations of modern Britain, its parliamentary
system, and its unique cultural heritage. Let us
embark on this chronological journey, from the
shadowy dawn of the English monarchy to the reign
of the current sovereign.

The Saxon and Danish Foundations (c. 800
– 1042)

The origins of a unified English kingdom can be
traced back to the early Middle Ages, a period often
referred to as the Heptarchy, when seven major
kingdoms vied for supremacy. While legendary
figures like the mythical King Arthur persist in
popular culture, the first king to claim dominion over
a significant portion of what is now England was
Egbert of Wessex (c. 770–839). However, it was his
grandson, Alfred the Great (871–899), who is rightly
celebrated as the foundational figure of the English
monarchy. Alfred defended Wessex against relentless
Viking invasions, promoted learning, and established
a legal code. He was the first to style himself "King of
the Anglo-Saxons."

Alfred’s successors, particularly Edward the Elder
and Athelstan, continued the work of consolidation.
It was Athelstan (924–939) who is widely regarded as
the first true King of England, having defeated a
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coalition of Scots, Vikings, and Britons at the Battle
of Brunanburh in 937, securing his dominion. The late
10th and early 11th centuries saw a power struggle
between the Saxon line and Danish invaders. This
culminated in the brief reign of the Danish king Cnut
the Great (1016–1035), who ruled a vast North Sea
empire. After his death and a period of instability, the
Saxon line was restored with Edward the Confessor
(1042–1066), a pious and saintly king whose childless
death would plunge England into a succession crisis.

The Norman Conquest and Dynasty (1066
– 1154)

The year 1066 is arguably the most famous date in
English history. Following the death of Edward the
Confessor, the throne was claimed by Harold
Godwinson, who was defeated at the Battle of
Hastings by William, Duke of Normandy
(1066–1087). William the Conqueror’s victory was a
watershed moment, fundamentally transforming
England. He introduced feudalism, built the Tower of
London, and commissioned the Domesday Book, a
comprehensive survey of land and property. The
Norman Conquest forever altered the English
language, culture, and aristocracy, replacing the native
Saxon nobility with a French-speaking ruling class.

The Norman dynasty was short but impactful.
William’s son, William II (Rufus) (1087–1100), was
a capable but unpopular ruler, famously killed in a



hunting accident in the New Forest. He was succeeded
by his younger brother, Henry I (1100–1135), a
shrewd and learned administrator who strengthened
royal justice and secured a measure of stability. Henry
I’s only legitimate son died in the White Ship disaster,
leaving his daughter, Matilda, as his heir. However, on
his death, his nephew Stephen (1135–1154) seized
the throne, plunging England into a bitter and
destructive civil war known as "The Anarchy," a
period of chaos and lawlessness that lasted nearly two
decades.

The Plantagenet Dynasty (1154 – 1485)

The Anarchy was ended by the accession of Henry II
(1154–1189), the first of the Plantagenet kings. Henry
II was a dynamic and energetic ruler who restored
royal authority and established the foundations of the
English common law and the jury system. His reign,
however, is most famously marked by his conflict
with Thomas Becket, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
which led to Becket’s murder in Canterbury
Cathedral. Henry’s later years were plagued by
rebellions from his sons, including the future kings
Richard I (the Lionheart) (1189–1199) and John
(1199–1216).

Richard I is a legendary figure, famed for his military
prowess and his role in the Third Crusade, though he
spent very little time in England. His brother, King
John, is one of the most reviled monarchs in English
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history. His oppressive taxation and failed wars with
France led his barons to rebel, forcing him to seal the
Magna Carta in 1215. This landmark document
limited the king’s power and established the principle
that everyone, including the monarch, was subject to
the law. John’s son, Henry III (1216–1272), had a
long but turbulent reign, which saw the rise of Simon
de Montfort and the early development of Parliament.
His son, Edward I (1272–1307), was a formidable
warrior-king who conquered Wales and attempted to
subdue Scotland—earning him the title "Hammer of
the Scots." He also significantly expanded the role of
Parliament in governance.

The later Plantagenets were marked by the Hundred
Years' War with France and internal strife. Edward
III (1327–1377) claimed the French throne,
beginning the long conflict, and his reign saw English
victories at Crécy and Poitiers. His grandson,
Richard II  (1377–1399), was a cultured but
autocratic king who was deposed by his cousin,
Henry IV (1399–1413), the first of the House of
Lancaster. Henry IV spent his reign consolidating his
usurped throne. His son, Henry V (1413–1422), is a
heroic figure, immortalized by Shakespeare, for his
stunning victory at the Battle of Agincourt. He
seemed poised to unite the crowns of England and
France, but his premature death left his infant son,
Henry VI (1422–1461, 1470–1471), as king. Henry
VI’s weak and pious nature led to the collapse of
English holdings in France and the outbreak of the



Wars of the Roses, a bitter civil war between the rival
houses of Lancaster (Red Rose) and York (White
Rose).

This bloody conflict saw the throne change hands
multiple times. Edward IV (1461–1470, 1471–1483)
of the House of York seized the throne, briefly lost it
to Henry VI, and then reclaimed it. His reign was
followed by the brief, tragic reign of his young son,
Edward V (1483), one of the "Princes in the Tower,"
who disappeared under mysterious circumstances.
Their uncle, Richard III (1483–1485), then took the
crown. Richard III remains one of history’s most
controversial figures, often portrayed as a villainous
usurper and tyrant. He was defeated and killed at the
Battle of Bosworth Field by the Lancastrian claimant,
Henry Tudor.

The Tudor Dynasty (1485 – 1603)

Henry Tudor’s victory at Bosworth Field ended the
Wars of the Roses and began one of the most famous
and transformative dynasties in English history.
Henry VII (1485–1509) was a shrewd financial
manager who restored the monarchy’s treasury and
secured peace through a strategic marriage to
Elizabeth of York, uniting the warring houses. His
son, Henry VIII (1509–1547), is arguably England’s
most famous king. His quest for a male heir led him
to break with the Roman Catholic Church and
establish the Church of England, with the monarch as
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its Supreme Head. His six marriages, his dissolution
of the monasteries, and his ruthless treatment of
opponents have made him a figure of endless
fascination. Henry VIII’s reign also saw the formal
union of England and Wales.

Henry VIII was succeeded by his frail young son,
Edward VI (1547–1553), a devout Protestant whose
reign saw a radical reformation of the English church.
His early death led to a succession crisis. The attempt
to place the Protestant Lady Jane Grey on the throne
failed after just nine days, and she was swiftly
replaced by Henry VIII’s first daughter, the Catholic
Mary I (1553–1558). Mary’s reign was marked by her
attempt to reverse the Reformation and return
England to Catholicism, a policy that saw nearly 300
Protestants burned at the stake, earning her the epithet
"Bloody Mary." Her marriage to Philip II of Spain
was deeply unpopular.

Upon Mary’s death, the throne passed to her half-
sister, Elizabeth I (1558–1603). Elizabeth’s long and
glorious reign is often called the "Golden Age." She
restored Protestantism but pursued a policy of
religious moderation. Her reign saw the flourishing of
English literature, most notably the works of William
Shakespeare, and the defeat of the Spanish Armada in
1588, which cemented England’s status as a major
naval power. Elizabeth I, the "Virgin Queen," never
married, and with her death, the Tudor dynasty came
to an end.



The House of Stuart and the
Commonwealth (1603 – 1714)

The Tudor line was succeeded by their Scottish
cousins, the Stuarts. James I (1603–1625) united the
crowns of England and Scotland, though the countries
remained separate states. James was a learned man but
clashed with Parliament over his belief in the divine
right of kings and his financial needs. His son,
Charles I (1625–1649), inherited these conflicts and
escalated them. His authoritarian rule and attempts to
govern without Parliament led to the English Civil
War (1642–1651), which pitted the Royalists
(Cavaliers) against the Parliamentarians (Roundheads)
led by Oliver Cromwell.

The war ended in a decisive defeat for the king.
Charles I was captured, tried, and executed for treason
in 1649—a shocking event that temporarily abolished
the monarchy. England was declared a republic, the
Commonwealth, and later a military dictatorship, the
Protectorate, under Oliver Cromwell (1653–1658).
Cromwell’s rule was austere and repressive, and after
his death, his son Richard proved incapable of
maintaining control. The nation, weary of military
rule, invited the exiled son of Charles I to return to the
throne in 1660.

This event, known as the Restoration, saw Charles II
(1660–1685) become king. His reign was a period of
cultural flourishing, known for its theatre, fashion, and
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science (the Royal Society was founded). However, it
was also marked by religious tensions and political
conflict. Charles II had no legitimate children, so the
throne passed to his Catholic brother, James II
(1685–1688). James’s open Catholicism and his
attempts to promote Catholics to positions of power
alarmed the Protestant establishment. In 1688, a group
of nobles invited James’s Protestant daughter, Mary,
and her husband, William of Orange, to invade. James
II fled, and the throne was jointly offered to William
III (168


