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Introduction: The
Creative Minds Behind
Regular Show

When Regular Show first aired on
Cartoon Network in 2010, few could have
predicted the profound impact this
surreal, slacker-driven comedy would
have on a generation of viewers. Created
by J.G. Quintel, the series followed the
misadventures of two best friends—a
blue jay named Mordecai and a raccoon

named Rigby—who worked as
groundskeepers at a local park. Their
lazy afternoons inevitably spiraled into
bizarre, often apocalyptic scenarios
involving sentient gumball machines, a
rock-paper-scissors wizard, and a
muscle-bound yet sensitive ghost named
Hi-Five Ghost.

At its heart, Regular Show was a labor
of love by a tight-knit team of animators,
writers, and voice actors. The cast and
crew of Regular Show brought a
distinct blend of cynical humor,
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emotional depth, and pop culture
references that made the show a cult
classic. Understanding the people behind
the characters and episodes reveals why
this series remains beloved long after its
2017 finale. From the voice actors who
gave life to the park gang to the
production crew who crafted the show’s
signature style, each member
contributed to a legacy that continues to
inspire new fans.

This article dives deep into the cast and
crew of Regular Show, exploring the
main voice actors, supporting characters,
writers, directors, and the show’s
creative evolution. Whether you are a
longtime fan or new to the series, you
will discover the talent that transformed
a simple premise into an animated

masterpiece.

The Main Voice Cast:
Bringing the Park Gang
to Life

J.G. Quintel as Mordecai

The series creator, J.G. Quintel, not only
guided the show’s vision but also voiced
its protagonist, Mordecai. Quintel’s vocal
performance captured the character’s
laid-back yet occasionally ambitious
nature. Mordecai's iconic deadpan
delivery and frequent exasperated
groans became a hallmark of the show.
Quintel’s deep understanding of the
character—having based him on his own
college experiences—ensured Mordecai
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around him. Interestingly, Quintel also
voiced other minor characters, including
the park manager’s grandson, Thomas,
and fan-favorite Hi-Five Ghost.

William Salyers as Righy

Rigby, the hyperactive, impulsive
raccoon, was voiced by veteran actor
William Salyers. Salyers brought a frantic
energy to the role, often improvising
lines that became iconic catchphrases
like “Oooohhhhh!” and “We’re not gonna
make it!” Salyers’ comedic timing was
crucial to Rigby’s character development
from a selfish slacker to a more
responsible friend. His vocal work earned
widespread praise and helped Rigby
become one of the most memorable
animated characters of the 2010s.

» Skips (Mark Hamill) - The

immortal yeti and park handyman
was voiced by legendary actor
Mark Hamill, best known for Luke
Skywalker. Hamill’s deep, wise
tone gave Skips an air of mystery
and authority. His role required
him to deliver both serious lore
explanations and deadpan comedic
lines.

Benson (Sam Marin) - Sam
Marin brought the gumball
machine park manager to life with
a perfect blend of angry frustration
and hidden vulnerability. Marin’s
shouting voice became
synonymous with Benson’s rage,
but he also showed softer
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moments, particularly in episodes
exploring Benson'’s insecurities.
Pops (Alex Hirsch) - The naive,
childlike park owner was voiced by
Alex Hirsch, creator of Gravity
Falls. Hirsch’s high-pitched,
cheerful voice made Pops
simultaneously endearing and
unsettling. His performance was
central to many episodes exploring
Pops’ alien origins and eventual
sacrifice in the series finale.
Muscle Man (Sam Marin) - Sam
Marin also voiced the portly,
obnoxious groundskeeping gang
member. His catchphrase “You
know who else __? My mom!”
became a viral phenomenon. Marin
differentiated Muscle Man’s voice
from Benson’s with a gruffer, more

boisterous tone.

¢ Hi-Five Ghost (J.G. Quintel) -

The silent, ghostly friend
communicated mostly through
high-fives and a few muffled
words. Quintel’'s simple
vocalizations added to the
character’s charm.

Recurring and Guest Voice
Actors

The cast and crew of Regular Show
also featured a rotating roster of guest
stars. Notable appearances included:

e Minty Lewis as Eileen, Rigby’s

eventual girlfriend, who brought a
sweet yet geeky dynamic.

 Janice Kawaye as Margaret,

Mordecai’s love interest, adding
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e Kurt Hugo Schneider and Eddie
Pepitone as various one-off
characters.

* Roger Craig Smith as Death,
voiced with a dry, bureaucratic
tone.

« Jeff Bennett voiced multiple roles,
including the magical keyboard
and the party horse.

These guest voices enriched the show’s
universe, making each episode feel like a
spontaneous collaboration of comedic
talent.

The Writing and

Architects of Absurdity

J.G. Quintel: The Visionary
Creator

Quintel developed Regular Show from
his early short film “The Naive Man from
Lolliland” and his student project “2 in
the AM PM.” He pitched the concept to
Cartoon Network as a show about two
slackers who would rather do anything
than work. Quintel’s leadership style
emphasized creative freedom, allowing
writers to pull from their own lives and
pop culture obsessions. His own voice as
a writer permeated the show’s unique
tone—a mix of stoner comedy, '80s
nostalgia, and genuine emotional beats.
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Key Writers and Storyboard
Artists

The cast and crew of Regular Show
behind the scenes included many of the
most talented cartoonists of the era:

e Sean Szeles - A longtime writer
and storyboard artist who later
became co-executive producer.
Szeles wrote some of the series’
most complex episodes, including
the space opera episodes “The
Power” and “Journey to the Bottom
of the Universe.”

e Kat Morris - Another crucial writer
and storyboard artist, known for
her work on character-driven
episodes like “Benson’s Car” and
“The Night Owl.” She later worked

on Adventure Time: Distant Lands.
Benton Connor - A writer and
producer who contributed to the
show’s lore, particularly regarding
Skips' backstory and the park’s
magical history.

Minty Lewis - In addition to
voicing Eileen, Lewis wrote
episodes that deepened Rigby and
Eileen’s relationship, bringing a
romantic subplot rarely seen in the
show’s early seasons.

e Andres Salaff - A storyboard

artist known for his dynamic
action-oriented sequences, such as
the “Death Punchies” episode.

The writers’ room was known for its
improvisational culture. Many episodes
began as rough storyboards, with lines
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the show’s natural, conversational feel.

Directors and Producers

Directors like Mike Roth (who directed
the pilot and many early episodes) and
John Infantino shaped the show’s visual
identity. Supervising director Calvin
Wong helped maintain consistency
across episodes. Producer Janet Dimon
managed the complex production
schedules, ensuring the show met its
high output demands while retaining
quality.

The Animation and Art

Style

Character Design and
Backgrounds

The cast and crew of Regular Show
also includes the artists who gave the
show its distinct look. Character designer
Robert Ryan (also known as “Bob")
created the simplified yet expressive
designs. Characters had large heads,
small bodies, and exaggerated facial
features that allowed for broad comedic
reactions. The backgrounds, often hand-
painted in muted tones, contrasted with
the bright, cartoony characters—a
deliberate choice to evoke a sense of
realism amidst the absurdity.
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Animation Studios

The series was primarily animated by
Cartoon Network Studios in Burbank,
California, but also utilized overseas
studios like Rough Draft Studios and
Saerom Animation. The use of Flash
animation in later seasons allowed for
more fluid motion, while earlier seasons
employed a more traditional, rough-hewn
look.

Music and Sound Design

Music played a vital role. Composer
Mark Mothersbaugh (of Devo fame)
created the show’s iconic theme song
and many incidental tracks. His synth-
heavy score paid homage to '80s video
games and rock music. Sound designer
Heather Olsen crafted the show’'s

signature sound effects, from Rigby’s
frantic footsteps to the eerie hum of the
park’'s mysterious artifacts.

Notable Episodes and
Their Creative
Contributions

Several episodes stand out as showcases
of the cast and crew of Regular
Show'’s talent:

e “It's Time"” - The pilot episode
that introduced the world to
Mordecai and Rigby. J.G. Quintel
and Mike Roth’s direction
established the show’s formula.

e “The Power” - A fan-favorite that
introduced the powerful,
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show’s tendency to escalate
mundane objects into world-ending
threats.

o “Exit 9B” - A surreal, abstract
episode written by Calvin Wong. It
pushed the boundaries of
animation and storytelling.

e “A Regular Show” - The
emotional series finale, which
offered a poignant conclusion to
the characters’ arcs. J.G. Quintel
and the writing team crafted a
bittersweet ending that honored
the show’s legacy.

and Crew

After Regular Show ended in 2017,
many of its cast and crew moved on to
other notable projects. J.G. Quintel
developed a new series, Close Enough,
for HBO Max, which retained his
signature humor. William Salyers
continues to voice video game
characters, including iconic roles in
Persona 5 and Psychonauts 2. Mark
Hamill remains a voice acting legend.
Writers like Sean Szeles and Kat Morris
have worked on Star vs. The Forces of
Evil and The Owl House.

The show’s influence can be seen in
modern adult animation. Its blend of
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relatable office drudgery with cosmic
absurdity paved the way for shows like
Steven Universe and BoJack Horseman.
The cast and crew of Regular Show
are often cited by animation students as
an example of how a small, passionate
team can create a timeless series.

Conclusion: A Team
Effort of Genius

The cast and crew of Regular Show
represent a golden era of television
animation. From J.G. Quintel’s visionary
leadership to the voice actors who made
every character memorable, each person
brought their unique energy to the show.
The writers crafted episodes that were
simultaneously hilarious and heartfelt,

while animators and designers built a
world that felt both familiar and strange.
The result was a series that captured the
joys and frustrations of young adulthood,
wrapped in neon colors and existential
dread.

Even years after its final episode,
Regular Show remains a benchmark for
creative storytelling. New viewers
continue to discover the park gang,
thanks to streaming platforms and the
enduring appeal of its characters. The
talent behind the show deserves
recognition not only for their work on the
series but for shaping the landscape of
modern animation. Whether you hum the
theme song or quote Muscle Man’s mom
jokes, you are celebrating the incredible
team that made it all possible.



