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Dialogues By Gilles Deleuze Claire Parnet

Introduction: A Conversation That
Redefines Philosophy

Philosophy is often imagined as a solitary pursuit—a thinker alone
in a study, wrestling with abstract ideas. Yet, some of the most
vibrant  and  accessible  philosophical  works  emerge  not  from
isolated reflection, but from genuine dialogue. Few books embody
this spirit as beautifully as Dialogues By Gilles Deleuze Claire
Parnet. Originally published in 1977, this unique book captures a
series of conversations between the renowned French philosopher
Gilles  Deleuze and his  former  student,  Claire  Parnet.  Far  from
being  a  dry  academic  treatise,  it  offers  a  dynamic,  flowing
exploration of Deleuze's key ideas, presented in an engaging back-
and-forth  format  that  makes  complex  concepts  feel  alive  and
approachable.

For readers who find Deleuze's solo works—such as Difference and
Repetition  or  A  Thousand  Plateaus—daunting,  Dialogues  By
Gilles Deleuze Claire Parnet serves as an inviting entry point. It
is both a primer on Deleuzian thought and a profound work in its
own right, distilling decades of philosophical labor into a series of
rich, conversational exchanges. The book does not merely explain
concepts like the rhizome, becoming, or multiplicities; it performs

them,  demonstrating  a  thinking-in-process  that  eschews  rigid
systems in favor of creative, open-ended exploration.

This  article  will  guide  you  through  the  significance,  themes,  and
lasting impact of this remarkable text. We will explore its unique
structure,  unpack  its  central  philosophical  contributions,  and
consider why it remains a vital resource for students, scholars, and
anyone curious about the possibilities of contemporary thought.

The Unconventional Structure of the
Book

A Dialogue Without Hierarchy

At  first  glance,  Dialogues  By  Gilles  Deleuze  Claire  Parnet
appears straightforward: a series of conversations on topics such
as  the  nature  of  philosophy,  the  concept  of  the  rhizome,  the
politics of desire, and the critique of psychoanalysis. However, the
book's structure is anything but conventional. Deleuze and Parnet
do not adopt the roles of master and student. Instead, they engage
in  what  Deleuze  calls  a  "rhizomatic"  exchange—one without  a
central root or hierarchical structure. The conversation branches
out  in  multiple  directions,  with  each  question  and  response



opening  new  pathways  rather  than  converging  on  a  single
conclusion.

This  approach  is  deeply  intentional.  Deleuze  was  wary  of  the
traditional  "interview"  format,  where  the  interviewer  acts  as  a
mere conduit  for the philosopher's pre-formed ideas. Parnet,  in
contrast, is an active participant. Her questions are sharp, probing,
and  often  personal,  pushing  Deleuze  to  clarify,  rethink,  and
sometimes even contradict himself. The result is a text that feels
alive, provisional, and honest—a snapshot of two minds at work
rather than a polished final statement.

The Role of Claire Parnet

Claire Parnet was not merely a passive interlocutor. A philosopher
in her own right, she had studied under Deleuze and possessed a
deep understanding of his work. Her role in the dialogues is crucial:
she asks the questions that readers themselves might want to ask,
pressing  Deleuze  on  difficult  points  and  demanding  concrete
examples.  In this sense, Dialogues By Gilles Deleuze Claire
Parnet is a collaborative work. Parnet's voice is not subordinate to
Deleuze's;  it  is  an  essential  part  of  the  book's  texture  and
argument.  Her  presence  ensures  that  the  dialogue  remains
grounded, accessible, and focused on the practical implications of
Deleuze's often abstract ideas.

Key Philosophical Themes Explored

The Rhizome Versus the Tree

One  of  the  most  famous  concepts  to  emerge  from  Deleuze's
collaboration with Félix Guattari—and which is given new life in this
book—is the distinction between rhizomatic and arborescent (tree-
like) structures. In Dialogues By Gilles Deleuze Claire Parnet,
Deleuze  explains  that  Western  thought  has  traditionally  been
"tree-like": hierarchical, rooted in a single origin, and branching out
in a structured, predictable manner. The rhizome, by contrast, is a
network of connections without a center, without a beginning or
end.  It  grows  in  all  directions,  linking  disparate  elements  in
unexpected ways.

This metaphor is not merely an intellectual curiosity. Deleuze uses
it to challenge how we think about knowledge, identity, society,
and even the self. He argues that we have been conditioned to
think  in  linear,  cause-and-effect  patterns,  but  that  reality  itself  is
more  like  a  rhizome:  messy,  interconnected,  and  constantly
shifting.  The  dialogue  format  of  the  book  itself  embodies  this
rhizomatic principle, as topics emerge, disappear, and reappear in
new contexts, refusing to settle into a neat, linear argument.

Becoming: Beyond Identity

Another central theme in Dialogues By Gilles Deleuze Claire
Parnet is the concept of "becoming." Deleuze rejects the idea of
fixed identities—whether personal,  sexual,  or political.  Instead, he
proposes that everything is in a state of continuous transformation.
Becoming is not about imitating something else or reaching a final
destination; it is about entering into a process of change that blurs
boundaries.  Deleuze  discusses  becoming-woman,  becoming-
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animal, becoming-imperceptible—all of which are ways of escaping
the rigid categories imposed by society and language.

Parnet's questions here are particularly incisive. She asks Deleuze
what it actually means to "become" something if there is no fixed
self to begin with. Deleuze's responses are among the most lucid
in  the book,  as  he explains  that  becoming is  not  a  matter  of
changing from one identity to another, but of dismantling the very
idea of identity itself. This is a radical and liberating notion, one
that  has profound implications for  how we understand politics,
desire, and creativity.

Multiplicities: The Fabric of Reality

Closely related to becoming is the concept of multiplicities. For
Deleuze,  reality  is  not  composed  of  discrete  things  (objects,
individuals,  concepts)  but  of  multiplicities—fields  of  relations  and
differences  that  are  constantly  transforming.  In  Dialogues  By
Gilles  Deleuze  Claire  Parnet,  he  distinguishes  between  two
types  of  multiplicities:  extensive  and  intensive.  Extensive
multiplicities, like space or time, can be divided into parts without
changing their nature. Intensive multiplicities, like temperature or
speed, change in kind when divided.

This distinction may sound technical, but Deleuze and Parnet bring
it to life through vivid examples and conversational exploration.
They discuss how our bodies, societies, and even our thoughts are
multiplicities—not  unified  wholes  but  assemblages  of  forces,
intensities,  and  connections.  This  perspective  challenges  the
individualism that dominates modern culture, suggesting that we
are not isolated selves but nodes in a vast network of relations.

The Critique of Psychoanalysis and the
Politics of Desire

Deleuze's Disagreement with Freud

One of  the most  provocative sections of  Dialogues By Gilles
Deleuze  Claire  Parnet  deals  with  Deleuze's  critique  of
psychoanalysis.  While  Deleuze acknowledges the importance of
Sigmund  Freud's  discoveries,  he  is  deeply  critical  of  how
psychoanalysis reduces desire to a matter of lack or absence. In
the Freudian framework, desire is always about wanting something
we do not have—a return to the mother, an Oedipal resolution.
Deleuze, drawing on his earlier work with Guattari (Anti-Oedipus),
argues that this view is both limiting and politically conservative.

For Deleuze, desire is not a lack but a productive force. It is not
about  filling  a  void  but  about  creating  new  connections,  new
assemblages, new ways of living. In the dialogues, Parnet presses
Deleuze on what this means in practice. How does one live a life
based on the productivity  of  desire rather  than its  repression?
Deleuze's answers are both philosophical and intensely practical,
touching on art, politics, and everyday life. He suggests that the
goal is not to "liberate" a repressed desire but to experiment with
new forms of desire that escape the Oedipal framework altogether.

Minor Literature and Political Stakes

The book also introduces the concept of "minor literature," which
Deleuze and Guattari developed in their study of Franz Kafka. A
minor  literature  is  not  simply  literature  written  in  a  minor



language; it  is  a literature that deterritorializes language itself,
making it strange, breaking its conventional rules. In Dialogues
By Gilles Deleuze Claire Parnet, Deleuze explains that minor
literature  has  an  immediate  political  dimension  because  it
challenges the dominant codes of communication. It is a literature
of the oppressed, the marginalized, those who are forced to speak
in a language that is not fully their own.

This  concept  has  been  enormously  influential  in  postcolonial
studies, cultural studies, and literary theory. Deleuze and Parnet
discuss  how  minor  literature  is  always  collective,  even  when
written by a single author, because it gives voice to a people yet to
come. This is not a romantic notion of the artist as hero but a sober
recognition that art can be a form of resistance, a way of creating
new possibilities for thought and life.

The Book's Place in Deleuze's Oeuvre

A Bridge Between Works

Dialogues By Gilles Deleuze Claire Parnet occupies a unique
position in Deleuze's body of work. Written after the two volumes
of Capitalism and Schizophrenia (co-authored with Guattari) and
before his later writings on cinema and Leibniz, the book serves as
a  kind  of  synthesis  and  clarification.  It  recapitulates  many  of  the
ideas developed in earlier  works but in a more accessible and
conversational tone. For this reason, it is often recommended as a
starting point for newcomers to Deleuze's philosophy, though it
also contains insights that will reward readers already familiar with
his work.

Moreover, the book is an important record of Deleuze's intellectual
relationship  with  Parnet,  who  later  went  on  to  write  her  own
philosophical  works.  Their  collaboration  demonstrates  Deleuze's
commitment to thinking as a collective, dialogical practice, rather
than a solitary, authoritative one. The book is a testament to the
idea  that  philosophy  is  something  we  do  together,  through
conversation, disagreement, and mutual exploration.

The Lure of the "And"

One of the most memorable concepts to emerge from Dialogues
By  Gilles  Deleuze  Claire  Parnet  is  the  emphasis  on  the
conjunction "and." Deleuze argues that Western thought has been
dominated by the logic of "is"—the logic of identity, being, and
essence.  He  proposes  instead  a  logic  of  "and,"  a  logic  of
connection,  addition,  and  relation.  "And"  is  the  rhizomatic
connective tissue that  links  things without  reducing them to a
common ground. It is the logic of becoming, of multiplicities, of
assemblages.

This seemingly simple linguistic shift has profound implications. It
means that instead of asking "What is this?" we might ask "What
can this connect with? What can it do?" It shifts our attention from
static  identities  to  dynamic  relations,  from  fixed  categories  to
open-ended processes. Throughout the dialogues, Deleuze returns
to this theme again and again, using it as a kind of refrain that ties
together the book's diverse explorations.
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Why This Book Matters Today

Relevance to Contemporary Thought

In  an  age  of  political  polarization,  ecological  crisis,  and  rapid
technological change, the ideas explored in Dialogues By Gilles
Deleuze Claire Parnet  feel  more urgent than ever.  Deleuze's
critique  of  fixed  identities  and  hierarchical  structures  speaks
directly to contemporary debates about gender, race, and political
organization.  His  emphasis  on  multiplicities  and  relations  offers  a

powerful alternative to the atomistic individualism that dominates
much of modern culture.

Moreover, the book's dialogical format itself offers a model for how
we might engage with difference. Deleuze and Parnet do not try to
persuade  each  other  or  reach  a  final  consensus.  Instead,  they
explore, question, and open up new lines of thought. In a world
where public discourse often shuts down rather than opens up
possibilities, this approach is both refreshing and instructive.

Access


