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Evolo Skyscrapers 2 150
New Projects Redefine

Building High

Beyond the Skyline: How the Evolo
Skyscrapers 2 150 New Projects
Redefine Building High

The vertical city has long been a symbol of human
ambition, a testament to our desire to touch the
clouds. For decades, the skyscraper has served as
the ultimate expression of  economic power and
architectural prowess. Yet, even as towers climb
higher  and  higher,  the  fundamental  questions
about their purpose, sustainability, and impact on
urban life have become more urgent. It is within
this context of critical reevaluation that the Evolo
Skyscrapers  2  150  New  Projects  Redefine
Building High stands as a landmark moment. The
latest  edition  of  the  annual  Evolo  Skyscraper
Competition has not only showcased a staggering
150 new visionary concepts but has fundamentally
shifted the conversation around what it means to
build high in the 21st century. This is not merely a



collection of tall buildings; it is a manifesto for a
new vertical urbanism, one that prioritizes ecology,
community, and resilience over mere height.

The Legacy of the Evolo
Competition

To  understand  the  significance  of  this  year's
entries,  one  must  first  appreciate  the  platform
from which they emerge.  Founded in 2006,  the
Evolo  Skyscraper  Competition  has  become  the
world’s  most  prestigious  award  for  high-rise
architecture. It does not reward the feasible or the
conventional. Instead, it celebrates the radical, the
provocative,  and  the  futuristic.  The  competition
acts as a global incubator for ideas, challenging
architects,  designers,  and  artists  to  imagine
skyscrapers that address the most pressing issues
o f  our  t ime.  F rom  c l imate  change  and
overpopulation  to  social  inequal ity  and
technological disruption, each year's submissions
offer  a  glimpse  into  a  possible  future.  The  Evolo
Skyscrapers  2  150  New  Projects  Redefine
Building High are the latest and most compelling
chapter  in  this  ongoing  narrative,  pushing  the
boundaries of design further than ever before.
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Breaking the Mold: Key Themes
Across 150 New Projects

The sheer volume of 150 new projects could easily
overwhelm,  but  a  careful  analysis  reveals
powerful, recurring themes. These are not isolated
experiments;  they represent a collective shift  in
architectural thinking. The projects in the Evolo
Skyscrapers  2  150  New  Projects  Redefine
Building High collection are unified by a common
purpose:  to  transform  the  skyscraper  from  a
parasitic structure into a symbiotic one.

1. The Biophilic Skyscraper: Re-wilding
the Vertical Realm

Perhaps  the  most  dominant  trend  is  the
integration  of  nature.  The  traditional  glass-and-
steel  monolith  is  being  replaced  by  living,
breathing structures. Many of the 150 new projects
feature  massive  vertical  gardens,  cascading
waterfalls,  and entire forests integrated into the
building's structure. These are not mere aesthetic
additions;  they  are  functional  ecosystems.  They
filter  air,  regulate  temperature,  manage
stormwater,  and  provide  habitats  for  urban
wildlife.  This  concept,  often  called  "biophilic
design," redefines building high by making nature
an intrinsic part of the building's structure rather



than an afterthought. One can see proposals for
skyscrapers  that  are  essentially  vertical  forests,
where  every  floor  opens  onto  a  terrace  of  lush
greenery,  fundamentally  altering  the  resident's
experience of living in a high-rise.

2. The Circular Skyscraper: Zero
Waste and Self-Sufficiency

The second major theme revolves around circular
economy principles. The era of the skyscraper as a
colossal consumer of energy and water is ending.
In its place, the Evolo Skyscrapers 2 150 New
Projects  Redefine  Building  High  present
models  of  radical  self-sufficiency.  These  designs
incorporate  advanced  recycling  systems,  on-site
food production through hydroponics and vertical
farms,  and  sophisticated  energy  generation
through  solar,  wind,  and  even  kinetic  energy
capture from the building's movement.

Waste-to-Energy Systems: Several
projects propose integrated systems that
convert organic and inorganic waste into
energy for the building's internal needs.
Vertical Agriculture: Dedicated floors are
transformed into productive agricultural
spaces, supplying fresh produce to the
residents and even local markets.
Water Autonomy: Innovative water
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collection, purification, and greywater
recycling systems are standard features,
drastically reducing the building's reliance
on municipal infrastructure.

3. The Community-First Skyscraper:
Building Social Infrastructure

One  of  the  harshest  criticisms  of  traditional
skyscrapers  is  that  they  can  be  isolating  and
create vertical ghettos. The new projects directly
confront this issue. They redefine building high by
treating  the  skyscraper  as  a  vertical  village,
complete with its own social infrastructure. These
designs go far beyond a gym and a laundry room
on the ground floor. They propose:

Public Plazas in the Sky: Open, accessible1.
spaces located a hundred stories up, offering
parks and gathering spaces for both
residents and the public.
Mixed-Use Integration: A deliberate2.
blurring of residential, commercial, cultural,
and educational functions. A skyscraper
might contain a school, a library, a
performing arts center, and countless small
businesses, creating a self-contained,
vibrant community.
Adaptive Floor Plans: Spaces designed to3.
be flexible and reconfigurable by residents,



encouraging interaction and community-led
development.

Technology as an Enabler, Not a
Goal

A  common  thread  running  through  the  Evolo
Skyscrapers  2  150  New  Projects  Redefine
Building High is the intelligent use of technology.
However,  unlike  earlier  futuristic  visions  that
fetishized tech for its own sake, these projects use
technology as a quiet enabler. Smart sensors don't
just  control  lights;  they  manage  air  quality,
monitor  structural  health,  and  optimize  energy
distribution.  Advanced  robotics  aren't  for
construction  alone;  they  are  proposed  for
maintaining  the  extensive  green  facades  and
transporting  goods  efficiently  within  the  building.
Self-healing materials and adaptive facades that
respond to weather conditions are commonplace.
The technology is deeply integrated but serves a
higher  purpose:  creating  a  more  responsive,
efficient, and human-centric environment. This is a
key  lesson  in  how  the  collection  redefines
building high  for  a tech-savvy but ecologically
conscious generation.



Evolo Skyscrapers 2 150 New Projects
Redefine Building High

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Kennedy & Sweeney •
Wisdom is the reward for listening. • Page 7

Addressing the Global Urban
Crisis: Scale and Context

The  150  new  projects  are  not  one-size-fits-all
solutions. They demonstrate a profound sensitivity
to  local  context  and  global  challenges.  For
example,  several  proposals  are  designed
specifically for the rapidly urbanizing cities of Asia
and Africa, where population density is exploding.
These  designs  focus  on  speed  of  construction,
modularity, and providing affordable housing.

Conversely,  other  projects  are  tailored  for  the
post-industrial cities of the Global North, where the
challenge is urban regeneration and revitalization.
These  proposals  often  involve  "parasitic"
skyscrapers  that  attach  to  existing,  aging
infrastructure,  injecting  new  life  into  forgotten
urban  zones.  Another  significant  subset  of  the
Evolo  Skyscrapers  2  150  New  Projects
Redefine  Building  High  directly  responds  to
climate crisis emergencies. There are designs for
floating  skyscraper  cities  for  coastal  populations
displaced by sea-level rise, and vertical  disaster
relief  shelters  that  can  be  rapidly  deployed  to
provide  housing  and  medical  facilities  after  a
catastrophe.  The  breadth  of  these  contextual
responses is staggering. It shows that the future of
building  high  is  not  monolithic;  it  is  diverse,



adaptive,  and  deeply  engaged  with  the  specific
problems  of  a  given  place.

The Cultural Shift: A New Aesthetic for
a New Ethic

With this functional shift comes a new aesthetic.
The  c lean  l ines  and  sharp  angles  of  the
International  Style  are  giving way to  something
more organic, complex, and textured. The Evolo
Skyscrapers  2  150  New  Projects  Redefine
Building High  present  a  new visual  language.
Structures are porous, with deep overhangs and
voids that allow light and air to penetrate deep
into  the  building's  core.  Their  forms  are  often
inspired by nature—a termite mound's ventilation
system, a tree's branching canopy, or a sponge's
ability to absorb water. This is an architecture of
"soft" technology, where a building's performance
is expressed through its shape and materiality, not
just  its  mechanical  systems.  This  emerging
aesthetic  is  not  just  beautiful;  it  is  a  direct
reflection  of  the  building's  functional  and
environmental ethics. It is an architecture that is
honest, responsive, and deeply rooted in its place.

The Future of Urban Living: A
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Roadmap from the Competition

What  does  this  collection  of  150  new  projects
mean for the future of our cities? It is a powerful
roadmap.  It  suggests  that  the future metropolis
will  be  a  layered,  three-dimensional  ecosystem.
The  distinction  between  a  "building"  and  its
"environment" will dissolve. The skyscraper will no
longer be a monument to a single corporation or a
wealthy developer; it will be a shared, mixed-use,
living infrastructure. This vision directly challenges
zoning  laws,  building  codes,  and  real  estate
models that are decades out of date. The Evolo
Skyscrapers  2  150  New  Projects  Redefine
Building  High  are,  therefore,  not  just
architectural proposals. They are policy proposals.
They are challenges to city planners, engineers,
and financiers to think differently. They argue for a
new way of valuing real estate, one that accounts
for  its  ecological  impact,  its  social  contribution,
and its long-term resilience. The competition is a
call  to  action,  urging  the  entire  industry  to
abandon the status quo and embrace a radically
more intelligent and humane form of dense urban
living.



Conclusion: A New Horizon for the
Vertical City

The  Evolo Skyscrapers  2  150 New Projects
Redefine  Building  High  is  far  more  than  an
impressive  architectural  showcase.  It  is  a
comprehensive and provocative rethinking of the
very purpose of  the skyscraper.  Moving beyond
the race for  sheer  altitude,  these 150 visionary
projects  collectively  propose  a  future  where
verticality  is  measured  not  in  feet,  but  in
ecological  performance,  social  connectivity,  and
cultural relevance. They paint a picture of cities
where  skyscrapers  are  not  isolated  monuments
but integrated, living organisms that purify the air,
grow food,  foster  community,  and adapt  to  the
changing  planet.  This  collection  of  work  is
essential  reading  for  anyone  interested  in  the
future  of  architecture,  urbanism,  and  the
sustainable  development  of  our  increasingly
crowded world. It stands as a powerful testament
that the most exciting possibilities for building high
are not behind us, but firmly ahead, waiting to be
built.  The  sky  is  no  longer  the  limit;  it  is  the
starting point.


