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Guide Star Trek Colors

Introduction to the Spectrum of
the Federation

For  over  half  a  century,  Star  Trek  has
captivated audiences not only with its visionary
stories  of  exploration  and  diplomacy  but  also
with its distinct visual language. Among the most
iconic  elements of  the franchise is  the use of
color,  especially  in  the  uniforms  worn  by
Starfleet  officers.  Understanding  the  meaning
behind these hues is essential for any fan, and
this guide to Star Trek colors will illuminate
how the  series  uses  palettes  to  communicate
rank, department, and even philosophical ideals.
From  the  classic  gold,  blue,  and  red  of  The
Original Series to the sleek greys and blacks of
later series, every shade tells a story. Whether
you are a new viewer or a lifelong Trekkie, this
comprehensive guide to Star Trek colors will
help you decode the visual cues that make this
universe so rich.



The Original Series: The
Foundation of Starfleet Colors

The 1960s Star Trek: The Original Series (TOS)
established the three primary uniform colors that
would  become  synonymous  with  Starfleet:  gold,
b l u e ,  a n d  r e d .  H o w e v e r ,  a  c o m m o n
misconception persists — many fans remember
the command division as “gold,” but on screen, it
often appeared as a vibrant greenish-gold due to
lighting  and  film stock.  Regardless,  these  colors
defined departmental roles.

Command Division: Gold (or Green-
Gold)

In TOS, the command division wore shirts in a
warm  gold  hue,  sometimes  appear ing
chartreuse. This color was reserved for captains,
first officers, and other senior officers responsible
for  the  overall  operation  of  the  ship.  Captain
James T. Kirk’s gold shirt symbolized leadership,
authority,  and  decision-making.  The  guide to
Star Trek colors would be incomplete without
noting that command officers often stood at the
center  of  the  action,  and  their  bold  color
reflected their visibility.
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Science and Medical Division: Blue

Blue  tunics  were  worn  by  science  officers,
medical  personnel,  and  other  specialists.  Mr.
Spock’s blue science uniform highlighted his role
as  the  ship’s  science  officer  and  first  officer
(though  his  command  responsibilities  were
shared). Blue conveyed intellect, calmness, and
a  data-driven  approach.  Dr.  McCoy’s  blue
medical uniform further associated the color with
healing and logic.

Operations and Engineering: Red

The  red  uniforms  —  famously  known  for  the
“redshirts” who often met untimely ends — were
worn by engineers, security personnel, and other
operations  staff.  Lieutenant  Commander
Montgomery Scott (“Scotty”) proudly wore red,
representing  the  engineering  department.  Red
symbolized  energy,  action,  and  sometimes
danger.  This  guide  to  Star  Trek  colors
explains  that  while  red  became  a  cautionary
trope, it also signified the vital maintenance and
defense roles that kept the Enterprise running.

The Next Generation and the 24th



Century Palette

When  Star  Trek:  The  Next  Generation  (TNG)
premiered in 1987, the uniform colors evolved
but retained the tri-department system. The new
uniforms were more streamlined,  with a black
undersuit  and  a  colored  shoulder/upper  torso
section.  The  core  divisions  remained,  but  the
hues shifted slightly.

Command Red

In  TNG,  command  officers  wore  red.  This  was  a
deliberate  inversion  of  TOS  to  avoid  the
“redshirt”  stigma.  Captain  Jean-Luc  Picard,
Commander  William  Riker,  and  other  bridge
officers donned command red. The color became
associated  with  strategic  thinking,  diplomacy,
and moral leadership. This guide to Star Trek
colors notes that red in TNG often appeared as a
deep crimson, lending an air of seriousness.

Science and Medical Blue

Blue remained the color for science and medical
personnel.  Counselor  Deanna  Troi  and  Dr.
Beverly Crusher wore blue, as did Chief Engineer
Geordi  La  Forge?  Actually,  La  Forge  wore
engineering gold (operations division). Wait — in
TNG,  engineering  and  operations  were
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represented by gold,  not blue.  Let’s  clarify.  In
TNG,  the  division  colors  were:  command  red,
operations  gold,  and  science/medical  blue.
Geordi  La  Forge’s  gold  uniform  indicated  his
engineering  role.  This  guide  to  Star  Trek
colors  must be accurate: blue in TNG was for
sciences,  including  medical,  biological,  and
stellar  sciences.

Operations Gold

Gold uniforms were for operations, engineering,
security,  and  tactical  officers.  Lieutenant
Commander  Data  wore  a  gold  uniform  as
operations  officer,  while  Worf’s  security/tactical
role also placed him in gold. Gold represented
technical  expertise,  tactical  readiness,  and
support  functions.

Deep Space Nine and Voyager:
Adapting the Palette

The  spin-off  series  Star  Trek:  Deep  Space  Nine
(DS9) and Star Trek: Voyager largely continued
the  TNG color  scheme,  but  with  variations  to
reflect their distinct settings. DS9’s military-style
uniforms  featured  a  grey  base  with  colored
shoulders.  Voyager  adopted  a  more  form-fitting
design with a black base and colored midsection.



In  both  shows,  division  colors  remained
consistent: red for command, gold for operations,
blue for sciences.

The Maquis and Non-Starfleet Colors

It’s important to note that not all characters wore
Starfleet colors. The Maquis, a rebel group, often
wore muted earth tones and black. The guide to
Star  Trek  colors  extends  beyond  Starfleet  to
include the varied palettes of other species and
factions. Klingons favored red and black, while
Romulans  used  deep  greens  and  greys.  Even
within  the  same  series,  color  differentiated
allegiances  and  cultural  identities.

The 24th Century Movies and the
“First Contact” Uniforms

The TNG films introduced a new uniform design,
most famously in Star Trek: First Contact. These
uniforms featured a more muted grey-black with
a  small  divisional  color  strip  on  the  shoulder.
Command  officers  had  a  red  stripe,  operations
gold,  and  sciences  blue.  This  subtle  shift
reflected a more militaristic tone for the movies.
This guide to Star Trek colors highlights that
the color code remained even when the design
changed drastically.
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The Kelvin Timeline: A Bold
Reimagining

J.J.  Abrams’  2009 Star  Trek  reboot (the Kelvin
timeline)  introduced  brighter,  more  saturated
uniform  colors.  Command  officers  wore  red,
operations gold, and sciences blue — similar to
TNG  but  with  a  modern  flair.  The  fabrics  had  a
sheen that made the colors pop. This guide to
Star Trek colors notes that these uniforms also
included  black  undershirts  and  grey  trousers,
maintaining  a  connection  to  the  franchise’s
heritage while appealing to new audiences.

Star Trek: Discovery and the 23rd
Century Rethink

Star Trek: Discovery (set a decade before TOS)
introduced  yet  another  uniform  color  system.
Early  in  the  series,  Starfleet  uniforms  were
predominantly  navy  blue  with  silver  or  gold
division insignia on the chest. Later seasons saw
a split:  Section 31 wore stark black, while the
main  crew  adopted  a  more  traditional  color
coding. By Season 2, a blue division undersuit
with colored shoulders appeared: command was
red,  operations  gold,  sciences  silver-blue.
However, the show also introduced a “Specialist”



color  (teal)  and other  variants.  This  guide to
Star Trek colors acknowledges that Discovery
added  complexity,  sometimes  confusing  long-
time fans.

The Pikes and Strange New
Worlds: Classic Revival

Star Trek: Strange New Worlds (a direct prequel
to TOS) returned to the iconic gold, blue, and red
scheme of the original series, but with modern
tailoring. Captain Pike’s gold command uniform,
Spock’s  blue,  and Ortegas’s  red all  evoke the
1960s while  looking contemporary.  This  series
respects the original guide to Star Trek colors
and  firmly  re-establishes  the  meaning  behind
each  hue.

Beyond Starfleet: Alien and Ship
Colors

Color is not limited to uniforms. Ships in Star
Trek  use  color  to  communicate  function  and
origin.  The  USS  Enterprise  (NCC-1701)  is
predominantly  grey  with  aztec  patterning  and
blue nacelle  domes.  Klingon vessels  are  often
dark  green,  brown,  or  red,  reflecting  their
aggressive  nature.  The  Borg  use  a  menacing
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greenish-black. The guide to Star Trek colors
would be incomplete without noting the visual
storytelling  of  starships:  Federation  ships  are
neutral and clean, while Romulan warbirds use
deep green and metallic colors to signify stealth
and mystery.

Color in Alien Species and
Makeup

The aesthetic of alien species also relies on color.
Vulcans have pale skin and black hair—except
for  Romulans,  who may have a slightly  different
hue. Klingons often wear dark armor with gold
accents.  The  Andorians  have  blue  skin.  The
guide to Star Trek colors even explores the
significance  of  skin  tones:  the  blue  of  the
Andorians represents a cold environment, while
the  orange/red  of  the  Denobulans  suggests
warmth.  These  choices  are  deliberate  by  the
product ion  designers  to  help  v iewers
immediately  identify  species.

Color as Narrative Device

Beyond  mere  identification,  color  often  carries
narrative weight. For example, in Star Trek: The
Motion Picture, the uniform redesign used a pale



grey-beige  for  all  officers,  removing  division
colors entirely. This was a deliberate choice to
show  a  more  homogenized,  less  personal
Starfleet.  Fans  reacted  negatively,  and
subsequent  films  restored  the  division  colors.
The guide to Star Trek colors  demonstrates
that  even  a  temporary  change  can  convey  a
story about the state of the Federation.

How to Use This Guide

Whether  you  are  writing  fan  fiction,  designing  a
cosplay,  or  simply  watching  the  series,
understanding the guide to Star Trek colors
will  enrich  your  experience.  Here  are  a  few
practical takeaways:

Identify a character’s role quickly by
noting the dominant uniform color.
Recognize the era of the show by the
uniform design and color placement.
Appreciate the evolution of the
franchise’s visual storytelling.
Spot in-jokes and references — for
instance, when a character wears a
uniform from a different series.
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Common Misconceptions About
Star Trek Colors

“Red always means danger.” Not true — in1.
TNG and beyond, red is command.
“Gold is the rarest color.” Actually, in TOS,2.
gold (command) was the protagonist’s
color, but in later series, gold became
operations.
“Blue is only medical.” No, blue covers all3.
sciences, from astrophysics to biology.
“All Klingons wear red.” They often do, but4.
armor varies widely.

Conclusion

Color  is  a fundamental  part  of  the Star Trek
visual language. This guide to Star Trek colors
has shown that from the bold gold of Kirk to the
commanding red of Picard, every shade serves a
purpose  —  to  define  department,  to  set  the
mood,  and to  tell  a  story  without  words.  The
franchise has evolved its palette over decades,
but  the  core  meaning  remains  consistent.
Whether you are a lifelong fan or just beginning
your  journey,  paying attention to  these colors
will give you a deeper appreciation of the world
Gene  Roddenberry  created.  So  next  time  you



watch an episode, look closely at the uniforms,
the  ships,  and  the  aliens.  The  colors  are
speaking.


