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Introduction: The Creative Manifesto That Changed How We Think About Originality

In a world obsessed with originality, Austin Kleon’s Steal Like an Artist has become a rallying cry for creators who feel paralyzed by the pressure to be completely novel. Since its
publication in 2012, this slim, illustrated volume has been downloaded, shared, and dog-eared by millions. Its central message—that nothing is original, and that creative work is built
on the ideas of others—freed countless artists, writers, designers, and entrepreneurs from the myth of the lone genius. Today, the Steal Like an Artist PDF is one of the most
sought-after digital versions of the book, often downloaded by newcomers who want to absorb its wisdom quickly. But what makes this PDF so popular, and how can you use it to
transform your own creative process? This article explores the book's core lessons, the appeal of its digital format, and actionable steps you can take to apply its philosophy.

What Is "Steal Like an Artist"?

Steal Like an Artist is a book by Austin Kleon, a writer and artist who originally created the work as a talk for college students. The book is structured around ten simple yet
profound principles for unlocking creativity. Kleon argues that every new idea is a remix of what came before, and that the most original thinkers are actually the best borrowers.
Instead of agonizing over being wholly original, he encourages readers to embrace influence, copy their heroes, and transform those influences into something uniquely their own.
The tone is conversational, witty, and accessible, making it a favorite among both seasoned professionals and aspiring beginners. The Steal Like an Artist PDF has become a
gateway to these ideas, especially for those who prefer reading on screens or want an easily searchable reference.

Why the "Steal Like an Artist PDF" Is So Popular

The demand for the Steal Like an Artist PDF stems from several factors. First, its format aligns perfectly with the book’s message: ideas should be shareable and remixable. A PDF
is easy to distribute, highlight, annotate, and store across devices. Many creators prefer a digital copy they can carry on their phone or tablet during coffee-shop work sessions.
Second, the book itself is visually rich, with hand-drawn illustrations, lists, and diagrams that translate beautifully into a fixed-layout PDF. Third, for those on a tight budget, free or
low-cost PDF versions (with the author’s permission, like the original free PDF Kleon offered on his blog) made the book accessible to a global audience. Of course, readers should
always respect copyrights—official copies are available from the author’s website, Amazon, or local libraries. But the popularity of the PDF underscores a deeper truth: creativity
thrives when ideas circulate freely.

Key Concepts from the Book

1. Steal Like an Artist

Kleon’s first rule immediately confronts the anxiety of originality. He explains that no idea is born in a vacuum—every creator stands on the shoulders of giants. The trick is not to
steal the style, but to steal the thinking behind it. When you admire a piece of art, ask yourself: what decisions did the artist make? Then apply those decisions to your own work. For
example, a writer might “steal” the structure of a favorite novel but fill it with entirely different content. The Steal Like an artist PDF often becomes a starting point for creators to
map out their own influences and thefts.

2. Don’t Wait Until You Know Who You Are to Get Started

Many aspiring creators delay work because they don’t feel ready or authentic. Kleon flips this: you discover your identity through making, not before. The PDF version of the book is
a perfect metaphor—readers don’t need to be “artists” to benefit from it; they just need to start consuming, copying, and producing. This chapter frees people from perfectionism and
encourages messy, iterative creation.



3. Write the Book You Want to Read

This principle advises creators to fill a gap they perceive in the world. If you can’t find the content you need, make it yourself. For instance, many people who sought the Steal Like
an Artist PDF were looking for a concise, inspirational guide—and that’s exactly what Kleon wrote. His advice is to let your own taste guide your output, not market trends.

4. Use Your Hands

In an age of digital everything, Kleon emphasizes the power of physical making. Drawing, cutting, pasting, and writing by hand can unlock new neural pathways. The PDF itself
invites this: readers often print pages to scribble on, cut up, and collage. This hands-on approach combats the passivity of endless scrolling.

5. Side Projects and Hobbies Are Important

Kleon advocates for creative “cross-training.” The work you do when no one is watching often becomes the work that defines you. The PDF format makes it easy to jump between
chapters and revisit ideas that spark a new hobby or side project.

6. The Secret: Do Good Work and Share It with People

This chapter demystifies success. Instead of chasing fame, focus on making quality work and sharing it generously. The Steal Like an Artist PDF itself was part of Kleon’s “sharing”
strategy—he gave away the e-book for free on his site, which built an audience that later bought his printed books.

7. Geography Is No Longer Our Master

The internet allows creators to find their tribe, regardless of where they live. PDFs, blogs, and social media collapse distance. Kleon encourages building a “scene in your head” by
curating influences from anywhere.

8. Be Nice (The World Is a Small Town)

Generosity and collaboration beat ego. The PDF sharing culture exemplifies this; when readers pass along the book, they’re paying forward the inspiration.

9. Be Boring (It’s the Only Way to Get Work Done)

Routine and discipline are underrated. Kleon suggests keeping a regular schedule, limiting distractions, and staying healthy. The PDF is a lightweight companion that fits into any
boring routine—read a page during a coffee break.

10. Creativity Is Subtraction

Finally, Kleon reminds us that constraints fuel creativity. The PDF format has its own constraints—no animations, no hyperlinks in a printed PDF—yet that very limitation forces
readers to focus on the core text and images. Embrace what you leave out.

How to Get the "Steal Like an Artist PDF" Legitimately

If you want to read the Steal Like an Artist PDF legally, you have several options. The most straightforward is to purchase the official e-book from Amazon Kindle or other retailers,
then convert  it  to  PDF if  needed.  However,  Austin  Kleon himself  has offered a free PDF version of  the book as  a  marketing experiment  in  the past—check his  website
(austinkleon.com) for any current free downloads or sample chapters. Many public libraries also provide digital lending via apps like Libby or Hoopla, where you can borrow the e-
book as a PDF. Always avoid pirated copies; supporting the author ensures more creative works like this can be made. For those who simply want the essence, Kleon’s website also
features the original 10-minute talk and related blog posts, which capture the spirit of the Steal Like an Artist PDF without the full text.
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How to Apply the Principles Using the PDF

Having the Steal Like an Artist PDF on your device is only half the battle. To truly benefit, use it as a workbook. Print out key pages or import the PDF into a note-taking app. Here
is a practical three-step process:

Map your influences. In the first chapter, Kleon encourages you to make a list of your heroes. Use a section of the PDF to write down names and what you admire about each.1.
Then find a way to “steal” from them—not by copying, but by identifying patterns.
Create a “swipe file.” Gather examples of great work—screenshots, quotes, images—and store them in a folder. Refer to the PDF for inspiration on how to remix these2.
treasures. For instance, take a quote from the PDF itself and illustrate it with your own drawings.
Share something every day. Kleon’s rule is to put something small into the world daily. Let the PDF remind you to post a sketch, a sentence, or a photo—no matter how3.
imperfect.

By actively engaging with the material—not just reading it—you turn the Steal Like an Artist PDF from a passive resource into a catalyst for your own creative output.

Frequently Asked Questions About the PDF

Is the "Steal Like an Artist PDF" free?

Yes and no. Austin Kleon has offered free PDF versions in the past, but as of this writing, the official free version may no longer be available. However, you can often find a free
sample or check your library. Avoid illegal downloads that harm the author.

What makes this PDF different from the printed book?

The PDF preserves the exact layout, making it ideal for viewing on tablets or computers. It lacks the tactile feel of the printed book but is more portable and searchable.

Can I print the PDF for personal use?

If you own a legal copy, printing for your own use is generally acceptable. The author encourages sharing ideas, but don’t distribute printed copies commercially.

Is the PDF suitable for non-artists?

Absolutely. The book is for anyone who creates, whether you code, write, manage a team, or cook. The principles apply universally to innovation and self-expression.

Conclusion: Unlock Your Creative Potential with "Steal Like an Artist"

The Steal Like an Artist PDF is more than just a convenient file—it’s a key to a mindset that embraces influence, rejects perfectionism, and celebrates the messy, joyful process of
making. By understanding that every great creator is a thief with taste, you free yourself from the need to be shockingly original. Instead, you can focus on curating, combining, and
transforming the work that inspires you. Whether you download the PDF, borrow a physical copy, or watch Kleon’s talk, the message remains the same: start where you are, steal
what you love, and make something only you can make. That is the true gift of this modern classic.


