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Canon Powershot S 5is Owners Guide

Introduction: Your Canon
PowerShot S5 IS – A
Comprehensive Owners Guide

Owners of the Canon PowerShot S5 IS know
that  this  super-zoom  bridge  camera  is  a
versatile  tool  for  capturing  everything  from
sweeping  landscapes  to  distant  wildlife.
Released as an upgrade to the popular S3 IS,
the  S5  IS  offers  a  12x  optical  zoom,  optical
image stabilization, and the ability to shoot in
full  manual  mode.  Whether  you  have  just

acquired a used model  or  have been using
yours  for  years ,  a  thorough  Canon
Powershot S 5is Owners Guide is essential
for unlocking the full potential of your camera.
In this article, we will walk you through every
essential  feature,  from  initial  setup  to
advanced shooting techniques, ensuring you
get the best possible results from your Canon
PowerShot S5 IS.

Getting Started with Your



Canon PowerShot S5 IS

Unboxing and Initial Setup

When  you  first  receive  your  camera,  ensure
that the box contains the Canon PowerShot S5
IS  body,  the  4x  AA  battery  holder,  a  neck
strap, lens cap with cord, USB interface cable,
A/V  cable,  CD-ROM  with  software,  and  the
printed  manual.  While  the  printed  manual
covers basics, this Canon Powershot S 5is
Owners Guide will provide deeper insights.

Insert  four  AA batteries  (NiMH rechargeable
recommended  for  longer  life).  Insert  a
compatible SD, SDHC, or MMC memory card.
The  camera  supports  cards  up  to  32GB,
though  larger  capacities  may  require
formatting  in  the  camera.  Press  the  power

button to turn on the camera, set the date,
time, and your preferred language.

Understanding the Control Layout

The Canon PowerShot S5 IS features a control
layout that balances ease of use with creative
control. On the top you will find the mode dial
(with  options  from  Auto  to  Manual),  the
shutter button, zoom lever, and the dedicated
movie recording button. On the back, the 2.5-
inch  vari-angle  LCD  screen  is  one  of  the
standout features, allowing you to shoot from
high  or  low  angles.  The  electronic  viewfinder
(EVF)  above  the  screen  is  ideal  for  bright
sunlight.  The  four-way  controller  with  the
FUNC/SET button in the center gives access to
shooting  parameters,  while  buttons  for
display, menu, and playback are within easy
thumb reach.
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Mastering the Core Features of
the Canon PowerShot S5 IS

The 12x Optical Zoom and Image
Stabilization

One  of  the  main  reasons  photographers
choose the Canon PowerShot S5 IS is its 12x
optical  zoom  (equivalent  to  36-432mm  in
35mm terms). This lens gives you incredible
reach. Image Stabilization (IS) is built into
the  lens  and  is  crucial  for  sharp  handheld
shots at longer focal lengths. Always ensure IS
is turned on (the button on the side of the lens
barrel) unless you are using a tripod, where it
should be turned off to avoid false corrections.
For best results, use a fast shutter speed rule:
at  432mm  equivalent,  use  at  least  1/500

second.

Shooting Modes: From Auto to Full
Manual

The mode dial offers several paths to creative
control:

Auto Mode (green icon): Let the
camera decide everything. Ideal for
quick snapshots.
Program AE (P): Automatic exposure
but you can adjust ISO, white balance,
and drive mode via the FUNC menu.
Tv (Shutter Priority): Set the shutter
speed; the camera selects the aperture.
Useful for freezing action or creating
motion blur.
Av (Aperture Priority): Set the
aperture (f/2.7 at wide to f/3.5 at tele);



camera sets shutter. Controls depth of
field.
M (Manual): Full control over both
aperture and shutter speed. Also allows
manual focus.

Your  Canon  Powershot  S  5is  Owners
Guide should emphasize that the S5 IS has a
built-in  neutral  density  (ND)  filter,  activated
automatically by the camera in certain modes.
But in Manual mode, you can turn it on and off
via the FUNC menu – useful for achieving a
slow shutter speed in bright light.

Super Macro Mode and Close-Up
Photography

The Canon PowerShot S5 IS excels at close-up
photography  with  its  Super  Macro  mode
(activated in the menu). In this mode, you can

focus as close as 0 cm from the front of the
lens  (when  zoomed  to  wide  angle).  Use  a
tripod  and  the  self-timer  to  avoid  camera
shake. Experiment with aperture priority (Av
mode)  to  control  depth  of  field  –  a  smaller
aperture (higher f-number) keeps more of the
subject sharp.

Movie Mode: The First HD Video
Capability

The  S5  IS  was  one  of  the  first  PowerShots  to
offer  1080p  HD  video  (at  15  fps,  though
standard  definition  640x480  at  30  fps  is
smoother).  To  record,  press  the  dedicated
movie button at any time (except in playback).
You can use optical  zoom during recording,
though the lens motor sound may be picked
up  by  the  internal  microphone.  For  better
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audio,  consider  an  external  microphone  via
the Stereo Mini Jack (the S5 IS has a stereo
mic built-in, but the external jack gives you
flexibility).  The  camera  records  in  AVI  format
(Motion JPEG) which produces high quality but
large file sizes.

Advanced Tips for Better Photos
with the Canon PowerShot S5 IS

Using the Vari-Angle LCD and
Electronic Viewfinder

The 2.5-inch vari-angle LCD is one of the most
useful features. Tilt it up for low-angle shots,
down  for  overhead  compositions,  or  turn  it
inward to protect the screen when storing. In
bright sunlight,  switch to the EVF using the

button  near  the  viewfinder.  The  EVF  has  a
diopter  adjustment  dial  –  set  it  so  the
information on the screen appears sharp.

Customizing the FUNC Menu for
Fast Access

Press  the  FUNC/SET  button  to  bring  up  a
vertical  menu  of  frequently  used  settings:
white  balance,  drive  mode,  ISO,  metering
mode,  etc.  You  can  customize  which
parameters appear in this menu? Actually, the
camera  allows  you  to  assign  the  Shortcut
button (the button with a star icon) to one of
several options: exposure lock, flash exposure
compensation, etc. Consult your manual to set
this up. This trick can speed up your shooting
workflow significantly.



Understanding the Histogram and
Highlight Alert

Enable  the  histogram  display  (press  DISP
button  multiple  times  during  shooting).  The
histogram shows the distribution of brightness
in your image. A well-exposed photo typically
has a gentle curve that doesn't peak sharply
at the left (shadows) or right (highlights). The
highlight  alert  (blinking  areas  in  playback)
indicates  overexposed highlights  –  you may
want  to  reduce  exposure  compensation  by
-1/3 or -2/3 EV.

White Balance and Color Tuning

The  Canon  PowerShot  S5  IS  offers  Auto,
Daylight,  Cloudy,  Tungsten,  Fluorescent,
Fluorescent  H,  Custom,  and  Manual  white

balance.  For  accurate  colors  under  mixed
lighting,  use  Custom  white  balance  by
shooting a white or gray card. You can also
tweak  color  saturation  and  sharpness  using
the My Colors  modes (Vivid,  Neutral,  Sepia,
etc.). If you shoot Raw? The S5 IS does not
support  Raw,  only  JPEG.  So  getting  white
balance right in-camera is important.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
– A Practical Owners Guide

Camera Not Turning On or Battery
Drain

If your Canon PowerShot S5 IS fails to power
on,  check  the  batteries  first.  Use  fresh  NiMH
rechargeable batteries with a capacity of  at
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least 2500 mAh. Alkaline batteries will  drain
quickly,  especially  when  using  the  flash  or
reviewing  images.  Also  ensure  the  battery
compartment  lid  is  securely  closed.  The
camera uses a lens cap switch – if the lens cap
is attached incorrectly,  it  might prevent the
lens from extending. Remove the cap and try
again.

Lens Errors and Error Messages

Common error messages include "Lens Error"
or  "Zoom  Error".  This  often  occurs  if  the
camera is bumped while the lens is extending.
Turn  off  the  camera,  remove  the  batteries,
wait 10 seconds, reinsert, and try again. If the
error  persists,  the  lens  mechanism may be
jammed.  Gently  try  to  straighten  any  bent
barrel parts, but if under warranty, seek Canon
service.  As  prevention,  always  turn  off  the

camera before putting it in a bag and avoid
carrying it by the lens barrel.

Flash Not Firing

Ensure the flash is  raised (use the flash open
button on the top). In Auto and some scene
modes,  the  flash  may  not  fire  if  the  camera
deems  it  unnecessary.  In  P,  Tv,  Av,  or  M
modes,  you  can  manually  set  flash  to  forced
off  or  forced  on  via  the  FUNC  menu.  If  the
flash fails  to fire in manual  mode, the shutter
speed  may  be  set  faster  than  the  flash  sync
speed (1/125 second). Slow down the shutter
speed.

Memory Card Errors

If  you  see  "Card  Error"  or  "Card  Locked",
ensure the write protect switch on the side of



the SD card is slid up (unlocked). The camera
is compatible with SD and SDHC cards up to
32GB. Larger cards (SDXC) are not supported.
If a card error persists, format the card in the
camera using the Format option in the menu,
but note this erases all data.

Maintenance and Care for Your
Canon PowerShot S5 IS

Cleaning the Lens and LCD

Use a blower brush to remove dust from the
lens  surface.  For  smudges,  use  a  microfiber
cloth and a drop of lens cleaning solution –
never  apply  liquid  directly  to  the  lens.  The
vari-angle  LCD  screen  can  be  cleaned
similarly. Avoid using paper towels or abrasive

materials.

Storing the Camera

When not in use, turn off the camera to retract
the  lens.  Store  in  a  cool,  dry  place.  Use  a
camera bag to protect from bumps and dust.
Remove batteries if  storing for more than a
month  to  prevent  leakage.  The  lens  cap
should always be on when the camera is not
shooting.

Firmware Updates

Canon  released  firmware  updates  for  the
PowerShot S5 IS to improve performance and
fix  bugs.  Check  the  Canon  support  website  –
note that the last update was likely several
years ago.  Follow instructions exactly –  you
may need a freshly  formatted SD card and
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fully charged batteries to apply the update.

Essential Accessories for the
Canon PowerShot S5 IS Owner

To get the most out of your camera, consider
these accessories:

Canon Lens Adapter LAH-DC20:
Allows you to attach 52mm filters (UV,
polarizer, ND) and lens hood. This is
essential if you want to protect the front
element or use a polarizer for deep blue
skies.
Teleconverter Lens TC-DC58C (1.5x)
or Wide Converter WC-DC58C
(0.7x): Expand your focal length range.
Attach via the adapter.
High Capacity NiMH Batteries: Invest

in four high-capacity (2700 mAh or
more) batteries and a quality charger.
The S5 IS is power-hungry.
External Flash (Canon Speedlite):
The S5 IS has a hot shoe for Canon EX-
series Speedlites. This dramatically
improves low-light shooting and allows
bounce flash.
Remote Shutter Release: Use a wired
remote (optional) or the self-timer for
shake-free long exposures.

Conclusion: Get the Most from
Your Canon PowerShot S5 IS

The Canon PowerShot S5 IS remains a capable
bridge  camera  for  enthusiasts  who  value
reach,  manual  control,  and  excellent  image



stabilization. By following this comprehensive
Canon Powershot S 5is Owners Guide, you
can master its myriad features, troubleshoot
common issues, and maintain your camera for
years  to  come.  Embrace  its  strengths  –
especially the 12x zoom and vari-angle LCD –

and you will capture stunning images in a wide
range of situations. Remember that practice
and experimentation with the manual modes
will unlock the true creative potential of this
classic Canon camera. Happy shooting!


