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Meaning Of Rider
Waite Tarot Cards

Introduction:
The Enduring
Legacy of the
Rider-Waite
Tarot

For over a century, the
Rider-Waite  Tarot  deck
h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n a l
cornerstone for modern
ta ro t  r ead ing  and
divination.  More  than
just  a  collection  of  78
illustrated  cards,  this
deck  represents  a
p r o f o u n d  v i s u a l
language of archetypes,
symbols,  and  spiritual

wisdom.  Understanding
the meaning of Rider
Waite  tarot  cards  is
essential  for  anyone
seeking  to  unlock  the
d e e p e r  l a y e r s  o f
intuition,  self-reflection,
and  personal  growth.
From its rich history to
its intricate imagery, the
R i d e r - W a i t e  d e c k
continues  to  captivate
beginners and seasoned
practitioners  alike.  This
article  will  guide  you
through  the  essential
meanings of each card,
exploring  the  major
arcana,  minor  arcana,
court  cards,  and  the
unique  symbolism  that
makes  this  deck  an



indispensable  tool  for
i n s i g h t  a n d
transformation.

The History
and Creation
of the Rider-
Waite Deck

Before  delving into  the
card  meanings,  it  is
valuable  to  understand
the  o r ig ins  o f  th i s
influential  deck.
D e s i g n e d  b y  t h e
esteemed  occult ist
Arthur  Edward  Waite
and  brought  to  life  by
t h e  a r t i s t  P a m e l a
Co lman  Smith ,  the
Rider-Waite  Tarot  was
first  published  in  1909
by the William Rider &
Son  company.  Waite
w a s  a  p r o m i n e n t
member of the Hermetic
Order  of  the  Golden
Dawn,  a  secret  society
dedicated  to  the  study

of  esoteric  wisdom,
a l c h e m y ,  a n d
mysticism.

What set this deck apart
from  its  predecessors
was  its  revolutionary
use  of  fully  illustrated
scenes  on  every  card.
Earlier  decks,  such  as
the  traditional  Tarot  of
M a r s e i l l e s ,  o f t e n
fea tu red  abs t rac t
arrangements  of  suit
symbols  on  the  minor
arcana  cards.  Smith’s
v iv id  and  symbol ic
artwork  transformed
t h e s e  c a r d s  i n t o
nar ra t i ve  images ,
making the meaning of
Rider  Waite  tarot
cards  more  accessible
t o  i n t u i t i v e
interpretation.  This
breakthrough  allowed
readers to connect with
the  cards  on  a  visual
and  emotional  level,
pav ing  the  way  for
tarot’s  widespread
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popularity.

Structure of
the Rider-
Waite Tarot
Deck

The deck is divided into
two  primary  sections:
the  Major  Arcana  and
the Minor Arcana. Each
section  carries  distinct
themes  and  layers  of
meaning.

The Major Arcana:
The Fool’s Journey

T h e  M a j o r  A r c a n a
consists  of  22  cards,
numbered  from 0  (The
Fool) to 21 (The World).
These  cards  represent
significant  life  themes,
spiritual  lessons,  and
archetypal  forces.  They
are often considered the
core of the meaning of
Rider  Waite  tarot

cards ,  depict ing  a
profound journey of self-
discovery known as the
Fool’s  Journey.  Each
card  marks  a  stage  of
development,  from
i n n o c e n c e  a n d
beginnings  to  wisdom
and  completion.

The Fool (0):
This card
symbolizes new
beginnings,
spontaneity, and a
leap of faith. It
shows a young
traveler standing
at the edge of a
cliff, carrying a
small bundle,
representing the
untapped
potential of a
fresh start.
The Magician
(I): Represents
willpower, skill,
and manifestation.
The figure stands
before a table



holding the four
suit symbols,
signifying mastery
over the material
and spiritual
realms.
The High
Priestess (II): A
card of intuition,
mystery, and the
subconscious. She
guards the veil
between the
conscious and
unconscious
worlds, urging
inner reflection.
The Empress
(III): Symbolizes
abundance,
fertility, and
nurturing. This
card often
indicates growth,
creativity, and
connection to
nature.
The Emperor
(IV): Represents
authority,
structure, and

stability. It speaks
to leadership and
the establishment
of order.
The Hierophant
(V): A card of
tradition, spiritual
guidance, and
conventional
wisdom. It often
points to seeking
counsel or
following
established
beliefs.
The Lovers (VI):
Signifies choices,
partnerships, and
harmony. This
card is about deep
connections and
moral decisions.
The Chariot
(VII): Represents
determination,
willpower, and
victory. It is a card
of overcoming
obstacles through
control and focus.
Strength (VIII):
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A card of inner
strength, courage,
and compassion.
It emphasizes
gentle control
over brute force.
The Hermit (IX):
Symbolizes
introspection,
solitude, and soul-
searching. It often
appears when
guidance from
within is needed.
Wheel of
Fortune (X):
Represents cycles,
destiny, and
change. This card
reminds us that
life is always in
motion, bringing
both ups and
downs.
Justice (XI): A
card of fairness,
truth, and
accountability. It
calls for balance
and ethical
decisions.

The Hanged
Man (XII):
Signifies
suspension,
surrender, and
new perspectives.
This card
encourages letting
go of old patterns.
Death (XIII):
Rarely literal, this
card represents
transformation,
endings, and new
beginnings. It
signals profound
change.
Temperance
(XIV): A card of
balance, patience,
and moderation. It
encourages
blending
opposites to
create harmony.
The Devil (XV):
Represents
bondage,
materialism, and
shadow aspects. It
points to



unhealthy
attachments that
need release.
The Tower
(XVI): Symbolizes
sudden upheaval,
revelation, and
destruction of
false structures. It
often brings
shocking clarity.
The Star (XVII):
A card of hope,
inspiration, and
serenity. It follows
the chaos of The
Tower, offering
renewal and
peace.
The Moon
(XVIII): Signifies
illusion, fear, and
the unconscious.
This card warns of
hidden influences
and uncertainty.
The Sun (XIX):
Represents joy,
success, and
vitality. It is one of
the most positive

cards, indicating
happiness and
achievement.
Judgement (XX):
A card of
awakening,
evaluation, and
higher calling. It
invites self-
reflection and
embracing a new
phase.
The World (XXI):
The final Major
Arcana card
represents
completion,
fulfillment, and
integration. It
celebrates the end
of a great cycle.

The Minor Arcana:
Everyday
Experiences

T h e  M i n o r  A r c a n a
consists  of  56  cards
divided  into  four  suits:
Wands,  Cups,  Swords,
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and Pentacles. Each suit
c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  a
specific  aspect  of  life
a n d  a n  e l e m e n t a l
a s s o c i a t i o n .
Understanding  the
meaning  of  Rider
Waite  tarot  cards  in
the Minor Arcana allows
readers  to  explore  the
nuances of daily events,
emotions,  challenges,
and  practical  matters.

Wands (Fire):
Represent
creativity,
passion, ambition,
and action. They
are associated
with career,
inspiration, and
personal growth.
Cups (Water):
Symbolize
emotions,
relationships,
love, and intuition.
This suit delves
into the realm of
feelings and

connection.
Swords (Air):
Reflect intellect,
communication,
conflict, and
thought
processes. Swords
often highlight
mental challenges
and clarity.
Pentacles
(Earth):
Represent
material wealth,
work, health, and
practicality. This
suit deals with
tangible reality
and abundance.

Each  suit  contains  ten
numbered  cards  and
four  court  cards  (Page,
Knight,  Queen,  King).
The  numbered  cards
explore  progressive
stages  within  a  theme,
while  the  court  cards
represent  personalities
or  aspects  of  the  self.



The Court Cards:
Archetypal
Personalities

The  court  cards  within
the meaning of Rider
Waite tarot cards are
rich  with  psychological
dep th .  They  o f ten
represent people in the
querent’s  life  or  facets
of their own character.

Pages: Represent
youth, curiosity,
and new
beginnings. They
herald messages
and potential.
Knights:
Symbolize action,
movement, and
pursuit of a goal.
Knights often
bring both
excitement and
challenge.
Queens: Embody
nurturing,
emotional depth,
and inner

authority. They
reflect mastery
over the interior
world.
Kings: Represent
leadership,
mastery, and
external authority.
They embody
mature control
over a specific
domain.

Symbolism
and Imagery
in the Rider-
Waite Deck

The power of the Rider-
Waite  deck  lies  in  its
symbol ic  r ichness.
Almost  every  element
within  a  card  carries
meaning,  from  colors
and numbers to objects
a n d  l a n d s c a p e s .
Understanding  these
symbols  deepens  the
meaning  of  Rider
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Waite tarot cards and
enables  more  intuitive
readings.

Common Symbols
and Their
Significance

Severa l  r ecu r r i ng
s y m b o l s  a p p e a r
throughout  the  deck,
each  adding  layers  of
interpretation:

Colors: Red
symbolizes
passion and
energy. Blue
represents
spirituality and
calm. Yellow
signifies intellect
and optimism.
Green denotes
growth and
abundance.
Numbers: Each
number carries a
traditional
numerological
meaning. For

example, ones
represent
beginnings, threes
indicate growth,
and tens signify
completion.
Astrological and
Zodiac
References:
Many cards,
particularly in the
Major Arcana, are
linked to planets
and zodiac signs,
adding cosmic
context.
Elements and
Landscapes:
Mountains
represent
challenges and
higher
perspectives.
Water symbolizes
emotions and the
subconscious.
Gardens and
fertile land
indicate
abundance.
Animals: Lions



denote strength
and courage.
Birds represent
freedom and
communication.
Fish relate to
emotions and
flow.

Reversed Card
Meanings

When  a  card  appears
reversed  in  a  reading,
i ts  meaning  shi f ts .
Reversed  cards  often
suggest blocked energy,
internalized traits, or the
shadow  aspect  of  a
card’s upright meaning.
For  example,  The  Fool
reversed might indicate
r e c k l e s s n e s s  o r
hesitation,  while  The
Magician reversed could
point to manipulation or
untapped  potential.
Mastering the meaning
of  Rider  Waite  tarot
c a r d s  i n c l u d e s
understanding  these

nuanced  reversals,
which  add  depth  to  a
reading.

How to
Interpret the
Rider-Waite
Tarot

Interpretation  of  the
meaning  of  Rider
Waite  tarot  cards  is
both an art and a skill. It
involves  a  blend  of
traditional  meanings,
intuitive  insight,  and
c o n t e x t u a l
understanding. Here are
some steps to enhance
your reading practice:

Familiarize1.
yourself with
the imagery:
Spend time with
each card, noting
your immediate
reactions and
feelings. Let the
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visuals speak to
you.
Learn the2.
traditional
meanings: Study
the classic
interpretations of
each card, both
upright and
reversed. This
provides a
foundation for
your readings.
Practice with3.
simple spreads:
Start with a three-
card spread (past,
present, future) or
a single-card daily
draw before
moving to more
complex layouts
like the Celtic
Cross.
Trust your4.
intuition: While
knowledge is
crucial, your gut
feelings and
personal
associations with

symbols often
reveal the most
relevant insights.
Keep a tarot5.
journal:
Document your
readings,
including the
cards drawn, your
interpretations,
and subsequent
events. This helps
you track patterns
and refine your
understanding.

Common
Misconception
s About the
Rider-Waite
Tarot

Despite  its  popularity,
many  misconceptions
surround  the  meaning
of  Rider  Waite  tarot
cards. It is important to
address these to foster



a  r e s p e c t f u l  a n d
accurate  practice.

Tarot is not
inherently evil
or supernatural:
It is a tool for
introspection and
psychological
insight, not a form
of magic or
fortune-telling in
the literal sense.
Cards do not
predict a fixed
future: They
highlight energies,
trends, and
potential
outcomes, but
free will always
plays a decisive
role.
Reversed cards
are not always
negative: They
can signal delay,
inner growth, or a
need for
reflection, rather
than misfortune.

You do not need
psychic abilities
to read tarot:
Anyone can learn
to interpret the
cards with study,
practice, and
openness.

Conclusion

The  Rider-Waite  Tarot
d e c k  s t a n d s  a s  a
timeless masterpiece of
s y m b o l i c  a r t  a n d
spiritual guidance. Its 78
cards  offer  a  profound
m a p  o f  t h e  h u m a n
experience, bridging the
c o n s c i o u s  a n d
u n c o n s c i o u s ,  t h e
m u n d a n e  a n d  t h e
sacred. By exploring the
meaning  of  Rider
Waite tarot cards, you
unlock a language that
speaks to your intuition,
c h a l l e n g e s  y o u r
perspect ives ,  and
illuminates  your  path.
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Whether  you  a re  a
curious  beginner  or  a
dedicated  reader,  this
deck  invites  you  on  a
journey  of  endless
discovery.  Approach  it
with  respect,  curiosity,

and  patience,  and  you
will  find  that  the  cards
become not just  a tool
for  divination,  but  a
lifelong  companion  in
self-awareness  and
growth.


