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Mother Courage And Her
Children Script

Introduction: A Timeless Anti-War
Masterpiece

In  the  pantheon  of  20th-century  drama,  few  works
resonate with the chilling clarity and brutal honesty of
Mother  Courage  And  Her  Children  By  Bertolt
Brecht. Written in 1939 on the eve of World War II, this
seminal play is far more than a historical drama set
during the Thirty Years’ War. It is a searing indictment
of  the  economic  machinery  that  drives  conflict  and  a
profound meditation on the human cost of survival. For
decades,  Mother  Courage  And  Her  Children  By
Bertolt Brecht has challenged audiences and readers
alike,  forcing them to confront  uncomfortable  truths
about greed, war,  and maternal  instinct.  This article
delves  deep  into  the  play’s  plot,  its  unforgettable
characters, its revolutionary theatrical techniques, and
the  enduring  social  commentary  that  makes  it  a
cornerstone of modern literature.



Bertolt Brecht and the Birth of Epic
Theatre

To  fully  appreciate  Mother  Courage  And  Her
Children  By  Bertolt  Brecht,  one  must  first
understand the playwright’s revolutionary approach to
drama.  Brecht  was  a  German playwright,  poet,  and
theatre director who developed what he called “epic
theatre.”  Unlike  traditional  dramatic  theatre,  which
sought  to  immerse  the  audience  emotionally,  epic
theatre aimed to provoke rational thought and critical
analysis.  Brecht  wanted  his  spectators  to  remain
detached, to observe the action on stage with a critical
eye,  and to  leave the theatre  ready to  change the
world.

This  is  precisely  the  effect  he  achieves  in  Mother
Courage And Her Children By Bertolt Brecht. The
play  is  not  designed  to  make  you  weep  for  its
characters; it  is designed to make you angry at the
systems  that  destroy  them.  Brecht’s  use  of  songs,
direct addresses to the audience, and jarring episodic
structure all serve this purpose. The play is a cold, hard
look at how ordinary people become complicit in their
own  destruction,  and  how  capitalism  profits  from
human  suffering.
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The Historical Context: The Thirty Years’
War as a Mirror

The  play  is  set  during  the  Thirty  Years’  War
(1618–1648), a devastating conflict that ravaged much
of Europe. By setting the action in the 17th century,
Brecht  creates  a  necessary  distance,  allowing  the
audience to see the patterns of  war and commerce
without the blinding haze of contemporary nationalism.
However, the play was written as a direct response to
the rise of fascism and the looming threat of World War
II.  Brecht,  a  committed  Marxist  who  had  fled  Nazi
Germany, used history as a mirror to reflect the brutal
realities  of  his  own  time.  In  this  sense,  Mother
Courage And Her Children By Bertolt Brecht is a
parable  for  all  times,  warning against  the seductive
logic that war is good for business.

Plot Summary: The Long, Hard Road
of War

The  play  follows  Anna  Fierling,  known  as  Mother
Courage,  a  shrewd and  resourceful  canteen  woman
who pulls  a  wagon through the war-torn landscape,
selling  goods  to  soldiers  from  both  sides.  She  is
accompanied by her three children: Eilif, the brave and
impulsive son;  Swiss Cheese,  the honest  but  simple
son; and Kattrin, her mute daughter. Throughout the



play’s twelve loosely connected scenes, spanning over
a decade of war, Mother Courage’s primary motivation
is  to  keep  her  business  and  her  family  alive.  The
tragedy of Mother Courage And Her Children By
Bertolt Brecht unfolds as, one by one, her children
are taken from her by the very war she depends on for
her livelihood.

The Loss of Swiss Cheese

The first  child  to  fall  is  Swiss  Cheese,  who works  as  a
paymaster  for  the  Protestant  army.  When  he  is
captured  by  the  Catholics  for  hiding  the  regiment’s
cash  box,  Mother  Courage  must  decide  whether  to
sacrifice her wagon and goods to bribe the soldiers for
his release. She haggles, she hesitates, and ultimately
she is too late. Swiss Cheese is executed. This scene
encapsulates the central paradox of the play: Mother
Courage’s ability to survive as a businesswoman is in
direct  conflict  with  her  ability  to  protect  her  children.
The  very  skills  that  keep  her  alive—bargaining,
cunning,  and  a  focus  on  profits—are  the  same  skills
that  lead  to  her  devastating  losses.

The Death of Eilif

Eilif, the eldest son, is a charismatic and violent young
man who thrives in the chaos of war. He commits acts
of  brutality  that  are  celebrated  in  peacetime  but
punished when the conflict ebbs. In a moment of false
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peace, Eilif is executed by a military tribunal for the
very same actions that once earned him praise. Mother
Courage,  ever  focused  on  her  business,  misses  her
chance to say goodbye; she is too busy haggling over a
sale.  The  message  of  Mother  Courage  And  Her
Children By Bertolt  Brecht  is  clear:  the war  that
feeds her also consumes her children.

The Tragic Silence of Kattrin

Kattrin,  the  mute  daughter,  is  perhaps  the  most
poignant  character  in  the  play.  She  is  unable  to
speak—a symbol of the voiceless victims of war. She is
also the only one of Mother Courage’s children who
demonstrates genuine compassion and a desire to help
others.  In  the  play’s  most  powerful  scene,  Kattrin
climbs onto a rooftop and beats a drum to warn the
sleeping inhabitants of  a nearby town that they are
about to be attacked. She is shot and killed for her
heroism, but she succeeds in saving the town. Kattrin’s
selfless  act  stands  in  stark  contrast  to  her  mother’s
relentless  pursuit  of  profit.  In  the  final  scenes,  Mother
Courage,  now  utterly  alone,  continues  to  pull  her
wagon, singing her song about the war that will never
end.



Key Characters: Symbols of a Broken
World

Mother  Courage  And  Her  Children  By  Bertolt
Brecht features a small but deeply symbolic cast of
characters.  Each  figure  represents  a  different  facet  of
life under the brutal logic of war and capitalism.

Mother Courage (Anna Fierling): She is the
embodiment of the capitalist survivor. She is
tough, resourceful, and endlessly pragmatic. Yet,
her inability to see the larger picture—that the
war is not her friend but her enemy—makes her
a tragic figure. She refuses to learn from her
losses and remains trapped in the delusion that
she can outsmart the system.
Eilif: Represents reckless bravery and the
glorification of violence. He is a product of the
war, and he cannot exist outside of it. His death
comes when peace, however temporary, makes
his violence unacceptable.
Swiss Cheese: Symbolizes honesty and
integrity in a world that punishes both. His death
is a direct result of his loyalty to his duty and his
mother’s hesitation.
Kattrin: The mute daughter is the moral center
of the play. She cannot speak, but she acts. Her
sacrifice is the only truly selfless act in the entire



Mother Courage And Her Children Script

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Rodrigo & Nathanael •
Explore the unseen. • Page 7

drama, and it serves as a damning critique of
everyone else’s selfish pragmatism.
The Cook and The Chaplain: These two men
represent different forms of opportunism. The
Cook is a cynical materialist, while the Chaplain
represents a religion that has been co-opted by
the state. Both are more concerned with their
own survival than with morality.

Major Themes: War, Capitalism, and
Motherhood

The richness of Mother Courage And Her Children
By Bertolt Brecht lies in its layered themes. Brecht
weaves together a complex tapestry of ideas that are
as relevant today as they were in 1939.

The Business of War

The central  thesis of  the play is  that war is  not an
aberration  but  a  continuation  of  business  by  other
means. Mother Courage is a small-time capitalist, and
her wagon is a microcosm of the war economy. She
profits  from the  conflict,  and  she  knows  that  peace  is
bad for business. Brecht shows that war is not fought
by ideologies alone; it  is  fueled by the need for profit.
The  generals  may  give  the  orders,  but  it  is  the
merchants,  the suppliers,  and the profiteers who keep



the war machine running. Mother Courage And Her
Children By Bertolt Brecht argues that as long as
there is money to be made from conflict, there will  be
conflict.

The Failure of Motherhood

The title itself  is  deeply ironic.  Mother Courage is a
mother  in  name,  but  her  maternal  instincts  are
constantly overridden by her commercial instincts. She
loves her children, but she loves her business more. Or,
perhaps  more  accurately,  she  believes  that  by
preserving her business, she is preserving her children.
This tragic miscalculation is at the heart of the play.
Brecht  does  not  offer  easy  judgments;  he  presents  a
woman trapped in a system that forces her to choose
between  survival  and  humanity.  The  failure  of
motherhood in the play is not a personal failing but a
social one.

Silence and Voice

Kattrin’s muteness is a powerful metaphor. In a world
filled  with  loud  propaganda,  empty  rhetoric,  and  self-
serving  arguments,  those  who  are  truly  good  are
rendered voiceless. Kattrin cannot speak, but her drum
speaks  volumes.  Her  sacrifice  is  the  only  moment  of
genuine  heroism  in  the  play,  and  it  is  made  by
someone  who  cannot  articulate  her  motives.  This
theme  asks  the  audience  to  consider  who  gets  to
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speak, who is silenced, and what it means to act in a
world where words are cheap.

Brecht's Dramatic Techniques: The
Alienation Effect

To drive home his message, Brecht employed a set of
theatrical  techniques  that  he  collectively  called  the
Verfremdungseffekt,  or  alienation  effect.  The  goal
was  to  prevent  the  audience  from  becoming
emotionally lost in the story and to encourage them to
think critically. In Mother Courage And Her Children
By  Bertolt  Brecht,  these  techniques  are  on  full
display.

Episodic Structure: The play is not a smooth,
continuous narrative. It jumps forward in time,
with each scene standing almost as a self-
contained vignette. This prevents the buildup of
emotional tension and keeps the audience
focused on the patterns of behavior.
Songs and Placards: Characters frequently
break into song, commenting on the action
directly. Songs like the “Song of the Great
Capitulation” and the “Song of the Wise and the
Foolish” serve as Brecht’s editorial voice,
explaining the themes to the audience. Placards
or signs often precede scenes, telling the



audience what will happen, thus removing
suspense and encouraging analysis of how and
why it happens.
Direct Address: Characters sometimes speak
directly to the audience, breaking the fourth wall.
This reminds the spectators that they are
watching a constructed piece of theatre, not
reality.
Non-Realistic Design: Brecht wanted no
illusion of reality. Sets were minimalist, lighting
was harsh and white, and props were kept to a
minimum. All of this was designed to keep the
audience intellectually engaged.

Enduring Relevance and Modern
Adaptations

Why does Mother Courage And Her Children By
Bertolt Brecht continue to be performed and studied
more  than  eight  decades  after  it  was  written?  The
answer  lies  in  its  stark  relevance.  The  play  is  a
prescient analysis of the military-industrial complex, a
term that would not be coined until decades later. It
speaks  to  the modern world,  where private  military
contractors profit from endless wars, where conflicts in
the Middle East, Africa, and elsewhere are fueled by
resource extraction, and where ordinary civilians are
caught in the crossfire.
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The play has been adapted numerous times for stage
and screen. Notable productions include the 1961 film
starring Brecht’s wife, Helene Weigel, and more recent
stagings that have set the play in various war zones,
from  the  Balkans  to  modern-day  Africa.  These
adaptations  demonstrate  the  play’s  flexibility  and  its
universal message. The character of Mother Courage
has become an archetype: the struggling survivor who
makes terrible bargains with fate. The play has also
influenced countless other works, from films to novels,
that explore the intersection of commerce and conflict.

Conclusion: The Wagon Rolls On

Mother  Courage  And  Her  Children  By  Bertolt
Brecht  ends  not  with  a  triumphant  resolution  or  a
cathartic release, but with a whimper. Mother Courage,
having lost everything, still pulls her wagon


