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Marlin Model 80 Dl

Introduction: A Look
Back at the Marlin
Model 80 DL

For  decades,  the  Marlin  Model  80 DL
has held a special place in the hearts of
gun enthusiasts, collectors, and plinkers
alike.  This  classic  bolt-action  .22  rifle
represents  an  era  of  American  firearm
manufacturing  defined  by  reliability,

accuracy, and affordability. While Marlin
has  produced  many  iconic  rifles,  the
Model 80 DL stands out as a particularly
beloved variant of the Model 80 series.
Whether  you  inherited  one  from  a
family member or discovered it at a gun
show,  understanding  what  makes  the
Marlin Model  80 DL unique helps you
apprec ia te  i t s  l egacy .  I n  th i s
comprehensive  guide,  we  will  explore
the  history,  features,  specifications,



shooting experience, and maintenance
of  the  Marlin  Model  80  DL,  while
naturally  integrating  key  information
about  this  classic  rimfire  rifle.

The History of the
Marlin Model 80
Series

The  Mar l in  F i rearms  Company
introduced  the  Model  80  in  the
mid-1930s as a new line of bolt-action
.22  rifles  designed  to  compete  with
other  affordable  sporting  rifles  of  the
time.  The  Model  80  quickly  gained  a
reputation  for  solid  construction  and
dependable operation. Over the years,

several variants emerged, including the
Model  80,  80C,  80E,  and the  sought-
after Model 80 DL. The "DL" designation
stood for "Deluxe," indicating upgraded
features  compared  to  the  standard
models.  Manufactured  from  the  late
1930s  through  the  1950s,  the  Marlin
Model 80 DL became a favorite among
target  shooters  and  hunters  who
wanted a reliable .22 without breaking
the bank. Today, these rifles are prized
by  collectors  for  their  walnut  stocks,
hooded  front  sights,  and  overall
craftsmanship.

Key Milestones in the Model
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80 DL Development

1930s: Marlin introduces the
Model 80 bolt-action .22 rifle to
compete with Winchester and
Stevens.
Late 1930s-1940s: The Deluxe
(DL) variant launches with
upgraded wood and sights.
Post-WWII: Production continues
with minor changes, including a
redesigned safety.
1950s: The Model 80 DL is
eventually discontinued as Marlin
shifts focus to lever-action and
newer bolt designs.

Distinctive Features
of the Marlin Model
80 DL

What sets the Marlin Model 80 DL apart
from  standard  Model  80  rifles?  The
answer lies in its deluxe appointments.
While  the  basic  action  remains  the
same, the DL variant features a select
walnut stock with a nicer grain pattern
and a high-gloss finish. A pistol grip cap
adorned with a Marlin medallion adds a
touch of elegance. The front sight is a
hooded ramp, protecting the bead from
damage, while the rear sight is a fully
adjustable Marlin "Micro-Groove" barrel
system  ensures  accuracy.  Another



notable  feature  is  the  two-piece  firing
pin and a side-mounted thumb safety,
making  the  rifle  both  safe  and
comfortable to operate. The magazine
is  a  tubular  design  under  the  barrel,
holding up to 20 rounds of .22 Short,
.22  Long,  or  .22  Long  Rifle  cartridges,
depending  on  the  model.

Deluxe Stock and Finish

The stock of the Marlin Model 80 DL is
one of its most recognizable features.
Made from solid  walnut,  it  features a
Monte  Car lo  comb  and  a  ra ised
cheekpiece,  which  helps  the  shooter
align their eye with the scope or iron
sights. The buttplate is often checkered

steel or hard rubber, providing a non-
slip shoulder contact. The overall fit and
finish of the DL stock exceed that of the
standard models, making it a joy to hold
and shoot.

The Micro-Groove Barrel

Marlin's patented Micro-Groove rifling is
a  hallmark  of  many  Marlin  rifles,
including the Model 80 DL. This system
uses  16  shallow  grooves  instead  of
traditional  4  or  6  deep  grooves.  The
advantage  is  less  bullet  deformation
and lower friction,  which can improve
accuracy and velocity.  For a .22 rimfire
rifle,  the  Micro-Groove  barrel  of  the
Marlin Model 80 DL delivers consistent
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performance  that  often  surprises
shooters with its precision at 50 or even
100 yards.

Technical
Specifications of the
Marlin Model 80 DL

Here  are  the  key  specifications  for  the
Marlin Model 80 DL, which help explain
its capabilities:

Caliber
.22 Short, .22 Long, .22
Long Rifle
(interchangeable)

Action
Bolt-action, box magazine
fed (detachable) or
tubular magazine
depending on variant

Barrel
Length 24 inches (typically)

Magazine
Capacity

20 rounds (tubular) or
7-10 rounds (box
magazine)

Stock Walnut, Monte Carlo, with
pistol grip and cap

Sights
Hooded front blade,
adjustable rear open
sight; receiver grooved
for scope

Weight Approximately 5.5-6
pounds

Safety Side thumb safety



Note that some Model 80 DL rifles were
produced  with  a  box  magazine  that
could  be  removed  for  loading,  while
others used a tubular magazine under
the barrel. The box magazine version is
often referred to as the Model  80 DL
"Box Magazine" variant, and it is slightly
less common than the tubular version.

Shooting the Marlin
Model 80 DL:
Performance and
Ergonomics

Taking  a  Marlin  Model  80  DL  to  the
range  is  a  nostalgic  experience.  The

rifle  shoulders  naturally,  thanks  to  the
well-designed  stock  and  balanced
weight.  The bolt  throw is  smooth but
not overly slick, typical of older Marlin
actions. The trigger on most Model 80
DL  rifles  is  a  two-stage  design,  with
some creep but a crisp break. While not
match-grade, it is entirely adequate for
plinking,  small  game  hunting,  and
informal  target  shooting.

Accuracy Expectations

With  high-quality  .22  Long  Rifle
ammunition,  the  Marlin  Model  80  DL
can deliver groups of 1-2 inches at 50
yards, which is excellent for a vintage
sporting  rifle.  The  Micro-Groove  barrel
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contributes to this accuracy, especially
when  using  standard-velocity  ammo.
The hooded front sight and adjustable
rear sight allow precise aiming, though
many  shooters  choose  to  mount  a
scope using the grooved receiver. Keep
in mind that older rifles may have worn
barrels or headspace issues, so it's wise
to  have  a  gunsmith  check  the  rifle
before shooting if you are unsure of its
condition.

Ammunition Selection

The Marlin Model 80 DL is designed to
fire  .22  Short,  .22  Long,  and  .22  Long
Rifle  ammunition  interchangeably  in
tubular  magazine  models.  The  box

magazine version typically only accepts
.22  Long  Rifle.  For  best  results,  use
high-velocity or standard-velocity .22 LR
ammunition from reputable brands like
CCI, Federal, or Remington. Avoid using
"hyper-velocity"  loads  like  Stinger  or
Velocitor  in  very  old  rifles  to  reduce
stress  on  the  action.

Collector Value and
Market Trends

Because the Marlin  Model  80 DL was
produced in relatively limited numbers
compared to standard Model 80 rifles, it
commands a premium on the collector
market. A well-preserved example with



original  finish,  unaltered  stock,  and
matching  serial  numbers  can  sell  for
$400 to $800 or  more,  depending on
condition. Rare variants, such as those
with factory peep sights or special order
stocks,  can  fetch  even  higher  prices.
The condition of the bore is critical; a
bright,  shiny  bore  with  strong  rifling
significantly increases value. The Marlin
Model 80 DL is not only a shooter's rifle
but  also  a  piece  of  American  firearms
history  that  continues  to  appreciate.

Tips for Buying a Marlin Model
80 DL

Check the serial number to
determine the approximate year

of manufacture (Marlin records
are available online).
Examine the stock for cracks,
repairs, or excessive wear,
especially around the action
screws and buttplate.
Test the bolt operation and
trigger function. Ensure the safety
works properly.
Look inside the bore with a
flashlight. Pitting or rust can
reduce accuracy and value.
Original finish and no refinishing
is preferred for collector value,
but a good shooter-grade
example can be a bargain.
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Maintenance and
Care for the Marlin

Model 80 DL

Owning a vintage Marlin Model 80 DL
requires  some  attention  to  keep  it
functioning and looking its  best.  After
each shooting session, clean the barrel
with  a  .22  caliber  cleaning  rod  and
patches. Use a solvent to remove lead
and powder fouling, then lightly oil the
bore.  The  action  and  bolt  should  be
disassembled  periodically  (following  a
manual  or  experienced  guidance)  to
clean  out  old  grease  and  debris.
Lubricate  moving parts  with  a  quality
gun  oil,  but  avoid  over-oiling.  The

walnut  stock  can  be  cleaned  with  a
damp cloth and then treated with a wax
or oil finish to protect the wood.

Common Issues to Watch For

With  age,  some  Marlin  Model  80  DL
rifles may develop issues such as:

Worn or broken firing pin
Magazine feeding problems
Loose action screws
Extractor failure

Many of these parts are still  available
from Numrich Gun Parts Corporation or
through online  auctions.  A  competent
gunsmith can restore a Marlin Model 80
DL to full functionality, making it a joy



to shoot for another generation.

Conclusion: Why the
Marlin Model 80 DL
Endures

The Marlin Model 80 DL is more than
just  a  vintage  .22  rifle;  it  represents  a
time when American craftsmanship and
practical  design  created  firearms  that
last  for  decades.  Its  deluxe  features,
reliable bolt action, and accurate Micro-

Groove barrel make it a versatile choice
for  plinking,  small  game hunting,  and
target  shooting.  Whether  you  are  a
collector seeking a rare specimen or a
shooter  wanting  a  classic  piece  of
history, the Marlin Model 80 DL delivers
a  satisfying  experience.  With  proper
care,  this  rifle  will  continue  to  function
and impress for many years. If you ever
get  the  chance to  handle  or  shoot  a
Marlin  Model  80  DL,  take  it—you will
understand why it remains a cherished
firearm among enthusiasts.


