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Introduction: A Bible Rooted in a Legacy of
Preaching

For decades, the name Jimmy Swaggart has been synonymous with passionate, Pentecostal
preaching that reaches millions through television, radio, and crusades. But beyond the pulpit
and the broadcast, Swaggart has poured years of theological labor into a unique resource for
believers: the Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible. Unlike standard study Bibles that
offer brief notes and cross-references, this volume stands apart for its depth, its doctrinal
clarity, and its commitment to a specific hermeneutical approach. Whether you are a long-time
student of Scripture or a curious newcomer seeking a deeper understanding of the Word, the
Expositor Study Bible presents a compelling option worth exploring in detail.
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This article provides a thorough examination of the Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible.
We will cover its origins, its distinctive features, the theological framework that shapes its
commentary, and how it compares to other popular study Bibles. By the end, you will have a
clear picture of what makes this Bible unique and whether it might serve your spiritual growth.

The Origins and Purpose of the Expositor Study
Bible

Jimmy Swaggart’s ministry, based in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, has always emphasized the
authority and clarity of Scripture. The Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible was not
conceived as a quick-reference project but as a comprehensive teaching tool. Swaggart himself
has noted that the goal was to produce a Bible that explains Scripture verse by verse, helping
believers understand not just what the text says, but what it means in its original context and
how it applies today.

The project drew upon decades of Swaggart’s own preaching and teaching, as well as the work
of his son, Donnie Swaggart, and other scholars affiliated with the Jimmy Swaggart Ministries.
The result is a study Bible that reflects a distinctively Pentecostal and Word of Faith
perspective, while also engaging with mainstream evangelical scholarship. The purpose is
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straightforward: to equip the average Christian with the tools needed to read the Bible with
understanding and confidence.

Key Features That Define This Study Bible

What sets the Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible apart from the dozens of other study
Bibles on the market? Several features contribute to its reputation as a serious resource for in-
depth Bible study.

Verse-by-Verse Commentary

Perhaps the most prominent feature is the extensive verse-by-verse commentary that
accompanies the biblical text. Rather than offering a brief note at the bottom of a page,
Swaggart provides detailed explanations that often run for several paragraphs per passage. This
approach allows the reader to follow the logic of the biblical author closely, with the
commentator acting as a guide. The commentary does not shy away from difficult passages or
controversial topics, addressing them directly from a conservative, Pentecostal viewpoint.
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Clear Theological Emphasis

The Expositor Study Bible is unapologetically doctrinal. It emphasizes key themes that are
central to Swaggart’s ministry: the deity of Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit, the necessity of
faith for salvation and daily living, and the reality of spiritual warfare. Readers will find
consistent teaching on repentance, holiness, and the importance of the local church. This
theological clarity makes the Bible particularly valuable for those who share or want to
understand this tradition.

Original Language Insights

Swaggart frequently references the original Greek and Hebrew words behind the English
translation. This is not presented in a dry, academic way but rather in a manner that illuminates
the text for the layperson. For example, when discussing the word "repentance," the
commentary might explain the Greek word metanoia and its implications for a change of mind
and direction. This feature adds a layer of depth that is often missing in simpler study Bibles.

Practical Application and Devotional Content

While the commentary is thorough and academic in tone, it never loses sight of practical
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application. Swaggart consistently asks, "What does this mean for my life today?" The notes
often include exhortations to pray, to resist sin, to trust God in difficult circumstances, and to
share the gospel with others. This blend of explanation and application makes the Bible
suitable for both personal devotions and group study.

Comprehensive Introductions and Outlines

Each book of the Bible begins with a detailed introduction that covers authorship, historical
context, date of writing, and key themes. These introductions are not mere summaries but are
substantive essays that prepare the reader for what follows. Additionally, each book includes a
structural outline that helps the reader see the flow of the argument or narrative.

Theological Distinctives: A Pentecostal and Word
of Faith Perspective

To fully appreciate the Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible, it is essential to understand the
theological grid through which it interprets Scripture. Swaggart operates within a classical
Pentecostal framework that emphasizes the baptism in the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues as
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However, his teaching also incorporates elements of the Word of Faith movement, particularly
regarding the power of spoken words and the believer's authority in Christ.

This combination results in commentary that is both enthusiastic and rigorous. For instance, in
passages dealing with faith, the notes will encourage readers to speak God's promises boldly,
while also grounding that practice in the example of Jesus and the apostles. Critics sometimes
charge that this approach overemphasizes human agency, but supporters argue that it restores a
biblical emphasis on the active role of faith in the Christian life.

The Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible also takes a strong stance on issues of morality
and social justice. Swaggart is known for his uncompromising preaching against sin, and this is
reflected in the study notes. Passages dealing with sexual morality, honesty, and integrity are
handled with directness and pastoral concern. At the same time, the commentary consistently
points to God's grace and the possibility of restoration for those who repent.

How It Compares to Other Study Bibles

Readers often wonder how the Expositor Study Bible stacks up against more widely known
resources like the NIV Study Bible, the ESV Study Bible, or the Life Application Study
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Bible. Each of these has its strengths, but they differ significantly in approach.
Breadth vs. Depth

Most mainstream study Bibles aim for breadth, covering a wide range of interpretive options
and historical background in concise notes. The Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible, by
contrast, prioritizes depth. It does not attempt to present multiple viewpoints on a given
passage. Instead, it offers a single, coherent interpretation rooted in Swaggart's theological
convictions. This can be a strength for readers who want clear guidance, but it may be a
limitation for those seeking a more ecumenical or academically diverse perspective.

Theological Alignment

For readers who share Swaggart's Pentecostal and Word of Faith commitments, this study
Bible will feel like a natural fit. It speaks their language and addresses their questions. For
readers from other traditions, it offers a window into a vibrant stream of Christianity that is
often misunderstood. However, those from Reformed, Catholic, or mainline Protestant
backgrounds will encounter interpretations that differ significantly from their own.
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Reading Level and Accessibility

The commentary is written in a clear, direct style that is accessible to the average reader.
Swaggart avoids unnecessary academic jargon, though he does not shy away from theological
terminology when it is needed. This makes the Bible suitable for high school students and
adults alike. The text itself uses the King James Version (KJV), which Swaggart believes to be
the most accurate English translation. This choice will appeal to those who prefer the KJV, but
it may be a challenge for readers accustomed to more modern translations.

Practical Tips for Using the Expositor Study Bible

If you decide to add the Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible to your library, here are some
practical suggestions for getting the most out of it.

¢ Read the commentary alongside the text. Do not skip the notes. The commentary is
where the real teaching happens. Treat each passage as a mini-lesson.

¢ Use the introductions. Before diving into a book, read the introduction carefully. It
will give you the context you need to understand the message.

o Take notes. This Bible is designed for active study. Keep a journal handy and write
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down insights, questions, and applications that arise.

e Compare with other translations. While the KJV is the base text, you may want to
have a modern translation nearby for comparison, especially for passages where the
language is archaic.

e Use it in group study. The Expositor Study Bible works well for small group
discussions. The commentary provides a starting point, and group members can share
their own insights and questions.

Common Criticisms and Considerations

No study Bible is perfect, and the Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible has its share of
critics. Some argue that the commentary is too long and can overshadow the biblical text itself.
Others point out that Swaggart's interpretations are sometimes idiosyncratic, particularly on
topics like the serpent's seed or the nature of the atonement. Additionally, the exclusive use of
the King James Version may be a barrier for some readers.

It is also worth noting that Swaggart's ministry has faced significant controversies over the
years, and this has colored the reception of his Bible. Some potential readers may be hesitant to
use a resource associated with a figure whose personal life has been publicly scrutinized.
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Supporters, however, argue that the Bible should be evaluated on its own merits and that
Swaggart's teaching has helped countless people grow in their faith.

Ultimately, the decision to use this study Bible comes down to personal preference and
theological alignment. If you are looking for a resource that offers thorough, passionate, and
distinctly Pentecostal commentary, the Expositor Study Bible is an excellent choice. If you
prefer a more balanced, ecumenical approach, you may want to supplement it with other
resources.

Conclusion: A Unique Tool for Serious Bible Study

The Jimmy Swaggart Expositor Study Bible stands as a monumental work of teaching and
devotion. It reflects a lifetime of ministry and a deep love for Scripture. Whether you agree
with every interpretation or not, you cannot deny the care and effort that went into its creation.
For those who resonate with its theological perspective, it offers a rich and reliable guide
through the pages of the Bible. For others, it provides an honest and detailed look at how a
major Pentecostal figure reads and applies God's Word.

In a world filled with countless study Bibles, each vying for attention, the Expositor Study Bible
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distinguishes itself by its commitment to depth, clarity, and practical application. It is not a
casual read but a serious tool for those who truly want to understand the Scriptures. If you are
ready to invest the time and effort, this Bible will reward you with insights that can transform
your faith and your life. Whether you are studying alone or with a group, the Jimmy Swaggart
Expositor Study Bible deserves a place on your shelf and in your heart.
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