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Introduction
to the Notifier
AFP-200

Programming
Manual

Fire alarm systems form
the backbone of modern
life safety infrastructure,
and among the most
trusted names in the
industry is Notifier, a brand
synonymous with reliability

and innovation. The
Notifier AFP-200 is a
configurable fire alarm

control panel that has been
widely deployed in
commercial, industrial, and

institutional settings. For
technicians, contractors,
and system integrators,
the Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual is
the definitive qguide to
unlocking the full potential
of this panel. Whether you
are commissioning a new
installation, carrying out a
retrofit, or performing
routine maintenance, a
solid grasp of the
programming procedures
outlined in this manual is
essential. This article
provides a comprehensive
walkthrough of the key
concepts, programming
steps, and best practices
associated with the
Notifier Afp 200
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Programming Manual,
ensuring that you can
configure the panel with
confidence and precision.

Understandin
g the Notifier

AFP-200 Fire
Alarm Control

Before delving into the
programming details, it is
important to understand
the hardware and system
architecture that the
Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
supports. The AFP-200 is a
microprocessor-based
panel designed for both
addressable and
conventional detection. It
supports up to 198
addressable devices,
including smoke detectors,
heat detectors, and
monitor modules, all of

which are programmed to
interact in specific ways
during alarm, supervisory,
and trouble conditions. The
panel also accommodates
notification appliance
circuits, auxiliary relays,
and serial communication
interfaces. The
programming manual
provides the logic and
step-by-step instructions to
define how each device
behaves within the system.
Understanding the panel’s
zones, groups, and event
mapping is fundamental to
using the manual
effectively.

Key Features of the
AFP-200 Panel

The Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
documents several
powerful features that
differentiate the AFP-200
from basic panels. These
include:
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e Advanced event
processing - The
panel uses a state-
based logic engine
that can assign
different actions to
devices based on
conditions such as
alarm, pre-alarm,
trouble, and
supervisory signals.

e Flexible zone and
group mapping -
Devices can be
assigned to multiple
zones and groups,
allowing for complex
response sequences
like delayed
alarming, cross-
zoning, and occupant
evacuation signaling.

¢ Non-volatile
memory - All
programmed
configurations are
stored in non-volatile
memory, ensuring
that settings remain
intact even after a
complete power loss.

e Built-in
diagnostics -
Comprehensive walk-
test and system
status functions are
provided to ease
troubleshooting and
verification of the
programmed logic.

e Serial and remote
communication -
The panel supports
Notifier serial graphic
annunciators and
remote
upload/download
software for off-site
programming and
monitoring.

By understanding these

features, you <can
appreciate why the
Notifier Afp 200

Programming Manual is
not merely a reference
document but a tool that
empowers you to tailor the
fire alarm system precisely
to the building’s life safety
strategy.
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Navigating the
Notifier
AFP-200
Programming
Manual

The Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual is
organized into logical
sections that mirror the
actual programming
workflow.  The  manual
typically begins with a
hardware overview,
followed by menu structure
explanations, and then
moves into detailed
programming instructions
for each function. It is
important to approach the
manual sequentially, at
least on the first read,
because later
programming steps often
rely on parameters set
earlier. The manual also
includes appendices with
default values, pinout

diagrams, and
troubleshooting guides,
which are invaluable when
you encounter unexpected
behavior.

Understanding the
Menu Structure

At the heart of the
programming process is
the panel’s built-in user
interface, which consists of
a backlit liquid crystal
display (LCD) and a set of
navigation keys. The
Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
dedicates considerable
space to explaining how to
move through the menu
tree. The main
programming menu
includes the following
categories:

1. System
Configuration -
Here you set system-
level parameters
such as date, time,
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and panel
identification.

2. Device
Programming - This
is where you assign
addresses, types,
and labels to each
detector and module.

3. Zone and Group
Programming - You
define which devices
are associated with
which zones and
groups, and how
those zones interact
with outputs.

4. Output
Programming - This
includes notification
appliance circuits
(NACs), relays, and
auxiliary outputs,
each of which can be
programmed to
activate under
specific conditions.

5. Event Logic - This
more advanced
section allows you to
program complex
conditional

responses using
AND/OR logic.

6. Verification and
Test - Here you can
run walk tests, view
device status, and
verify that
programming has
been implemented
correctly.

Each menu item is
accessed via a numeric
code or a series of soft-key
presses, and the manual
provides clear tables that
map each menu path to its
function. Replicating these
paths accurately is critical:
a single wrong entry can
result in an incorrect
configuration that may
compromise system
performance.

Step-by-Step
Programming
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Manual

Let us walk through a
typical programming
sequence as described in
the Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual.
This hypothetical scenario
involves adding a new
addressable smoke
detector, assigning it to a
zone, and configuring an
associated notification
appliance to activate upon
alarm.

Preparing for
Programming

Before entering
programming mode, the
manual advises ensuring
that the panel is in the
normal standby condition.
You will need to know the
exact address of the new
device, its intended
location, and the zone
number it will serve. Have

the

Program ng Manual
open to the device
programming section. Also
note that any changes
made during programming
will take effect only after
you exit programming
mode and the panel
performs a reset; the
manual emphasizes that
you should never cycle
power during an active
programming session.

Entering
Programming Mode

According to the Notifier
Afp 200 Programming
Manual, you enter the
main programming menu
by pressing a specific key
combination on the panel
keypad. Typically, this
involves pressing the

“Enter” or “Menu” key
while the panel is in
standby, followed by

entering a passcode. The
manual lists the default
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passcode and explains how
to change it for security
purposes. Once inside the
programming menu, the
LCD displays a numbered
list of options.

Adding a New
Device

Navigate to the “Device
Programming” option. The
Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
provides a table that lists
the allowable device types,
each associated with a
numeric code. For a
photoelectric smoke
detector, you would select
the appropriate code. Then
you are prompted to enter
the device address (from 1
to 198). After confirming
the address, the manual
instructs you to enter a
label — this can be a
custom text description of
up to 20 characters, such
as “LOBBY SMOKE
DETECTOR.” The panel

uses these labels in event
messages, so clarity is
important. Once the label
is confirmed, the device is
now provisioned in the
panel’s memory.

Assigning the Device
to a Zone

Next, you assign the newly
added device to a zone.
The Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
describes zones as logical
groupings used primarily
for annunciation and
output control. You access
the “Zone Programming”
menu, select the zone
number you want to use,
and then add the device
address to that zone. The
manual notes that a device
can belong to more than
one zone, which is useful
for overlapping coverage
or floor-plan mapping.
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Programming
Outputs

Now you need to configure
how the system responds
when this detector goes
into alarm. Under “Output
Programming,” the
Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
guides you to select the
notification appliance
circuit (NAC) or relay you
wish to control. For each
output, you choose the
activation event (e.g.,
alarm, supervisory,
trouble) and the zone or
group that triggers it. In
our scenario, you would
map the NAC to activate on
any alarm event in the
zone containing the new
detector. The manual also
explains how to set output
patterns such as temporal
three, continuous, or
marching tones.

Verifying the
Programming

After exiting programming
mode, the panel performs
a system reset and reboots
with the new configuration.
The Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
recommends running a
walk test to verify all
programmed actions.
During a walk test, you can
manually trigger the new
detector and observe
whether the correct NAC
activates and whether the
panel displays the
expected alarm message.
If the behavior does not
match the intended logic,
the manual’s
troubleshooting section
helps you isolate the issue,
such as checking for
incorrect zone assignments
or output mappings.
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A l‘fﬁﬁs(;%ﬂer rooms or

Programming
Concepts

Beyond basic device and
output mapping, the
Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
covers several advanced
features that allow for
finely tuned system
behavior. Understanding
these concepts is crucial
for designing a system that
meets code requirements
and customer
expectations.

Cross-Zoning and
Pre-Alarm Logic

Cross-zoning is a feature
that requires two
independent detectors to
be in alarm before a
general evacuation signal
occurs. This is used in
environments where false
alarms must be minimized,

clean rooms. The Notifier
Afp 200 Programming
Manual explains how to
designate specific zones as
cross-zone pairs. You
assign the first alarm to a
pre-alarm state, and only
when a second detector in
the paired zone also goes
into alarm does the system
escalate to a full general
alarm. The manual
provides detailed logic
diagrams and parameter
lists to set this up
correctly.

Group Programming
for Complex
Sequences

Groups are more flexible
than zones and can be
used to create custom
event-to-output mappings.
The Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
describes how groups can
contain any combination of
devices, zones, and even
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other groups. For instance,
you might create a group
that includes all smoke
detectors on the third floor,
plus a manual pull station
in the stairwell, and then
program a specific NAC
pattern that only activates
for that group. This level of
granularity is powerful but
also demands careful
documentation, which the
manual encourages
through the use of printed
programming sheets.

Upload and
Download
Capabilities

For large projects or
remote service operations,
the Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
includes instructions for
using the Notifier serial
upload/download utility.
This software allows you to
save the entire panel
configuration to a
computer, edit it off-line,

and then reload it to the
panel. The manual explains
the required serial cable
wiring, baud rate settings,
and the software command
sequences. This feature is
particularly valuable for
creating backups or
replicating a configuration
across multiple panels in a
campus setting.

Best Practices
When Using
the Notifier

AFP-200
Programming
Manual

To maximize the
effectiveness of the
Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual
and ensure system

reliability, follow these best
practices:

e Always keep a



printed or digital
copy of the manual
accessible at the
panel location.
Configuration
changes may be
needed during
maintenance or
emergency
situations, and
having the manual
on hand prevents
guesswork.
Document your
programming
thoroughly. Use the
blank programming
worksheets provided
in the manual to
record device
addresses, zone
assignments, and
output mappings.
This documentation
is invaluable for
future technicians
and for code
compliance.
Perform a full
system test after
any programming
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change. The
Notifier Afp 200
Programming
Manual includes
systematic
verification
procedures, and
following them helps
catch errors before
they affect safety.
Use the walk-test
feature to confirm
coverage. The
manual explains
walk-test modes that
allow a single person
to test each device
while the panel logs
results.

Keep firmware and
manual revisions
consistent. The
panel’s firmware
version must match
the manual revision;
using a mismatched
manual can lead to
confusion because
menu paths or
parameter ranges
may differ.
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Troubleshooti
ng Common
Programming
Issues

Even experienced
programmers sometimes
encounter issues that
require consulting the
Notifier Afp 200
Programming Manual for
guidance. Here are a few
typical challenges and how
the manual helps resolve
them:

¢ Device not

communicating -
Ensure the device
has a valid address
and that the address
is unique. The
manual includes a
table of allowable
addresses and a
procedure to verify
device
communication from
the panel menu.
Output not
activating - Check
that the output is
programmed with



