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Discovering
the Mind
Behind the
Maze: Who Is
The Author
of The Maze

Runner?
When The Maze
Runner first hit

bookshelves in 2009,
readers were
immediately captivated
high-stakes

mystery, relentless pace,

by its
and unforgettable
characters. The question
on everyone’s mind was
simple yet profound: who
is the creative force

behind this dystopian
masterpiece? The answer
is James Dashner, an
American author whose
name has become
synonymous with young
adult fiction.
Understanding the
author of The Maze

Runner

science

not only
enriches the reading
experience but also
reveals the depth of
imagination that created
one of the most beloved
YA series of the 21st

century.

James Dashner’s journey
to literary fame is a story
of persistence, creativity,
and an unyielding
passion for storytelling.
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From his early days
growing up in Georgia to
the global phenomenon
of the Maze Runner
series, his career offers
valuable lessons for
aspiring writers and
fascinating insights for
devoted fans. In this
article, we will explore
the life, works, and
lasting impact of the
author of The Maze
Runner, diving deep into
his
storytelling SO

what makes

compelling.

Early Life
and
Background
of James
Dashner

James Smith Dashner Jr.
was born on November
26, 1972, in Austell,
Georgia. Growing up in
the American South, he

developed a love for
reading and writing at an
early age. His childhood
was filled with classic
literature and imaginative
play, both of which
would later inform his
approach to world-
building. Dashner has
often credited his parents
for encouraging his
creative pursuits, even
when his career path
seemed uncertain.

After graduating from
high school, Dashner
attended Brigham Young
University in Utah,
where he earned a degree
in accounting. This might
seem like an unexpected
choice for a future
novelist, but Dashner has
explained that the
discipline of accounting
taught him structure and
attention to detail—skills
that proved invaluable
when plotting complex
He later
earned a master’s degree

narratives.



The Author Of The Maze Runner
I ! : .

same institution. For
years, he worked in the
corporate world, all while
nurturing a secret
ambition to become a

published author.

The Transition
from Accountant to
Author

The shift from numbers
to narratives was not
immediate. Dashner
spent countless evenings
and weekends writing,
sleep

and social activities to

often sacrificing
hone his craft. His early
manuscripts  were
rejected by numerous
but he

refused to give up. This

publishers,

period of struggle is a
his
resilience and dedication.
He has often said that his
background in

testament to

accounting taught him

patience and

qualities that every
aspiring writer needs.
Today, when fans
research the author of
The Maze Runner, they
this
inspiring backstory of

often discover

someone who dared to
dream beyond his day
job.
Breakthroug
h: The Maze
Runner
Series

The idea for The Maze
Runner came to Dashner
during a brainstorming
session for a completely
different
envisioned a group of

project. He

teenage boys trapped in a
mysterious maze with no
memory of their past.
The
immediately gripping,
and he knew he had
stumbled onto something

concept was
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special. The novel was
published by Delacorte
Press in 2009, and it
quickly became a New
York Times bestseller.

The
Thomas, a teenage boy

series follows
who wakes up in a place
called the Glade,
surrounded by towering
stone walls that form a
massive maze. Every
day, the walls open, and
the Gladers—a group of
boys who have been
there for years—send out
their best runners to map
the maze and find an exit.
The story is a blend of
mystery, survival, and
psychological tension
that keeps readers on the
edge of their seats. As
the author of The Maze
Runner, Dashner
masterfully controls the
flow of information,
revealing just enough to

keep the reader guessing.

The Trilogy and
Beyond

The original trilogy
includes:

e The Maze
Runner (2009)

e The Scorch
Trials (2010)

¢ The Death Cure
(2011)

Dashner also wrote a
prequel series, The Maze
Cutter, which explores
the origins of the maze
the
organization behind it,
known as WICKED.
Additionally, he
published a companion
novel titled The Kill
Order (2012), which
serves as a prequel to the
The
expanded
further with two more

and sinister

entire series.

franchise

installments: The Fever
Code (2016) and The
Maze Cutter (2022). This
extended universe has
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the world they love while
gaining new perspectives
on the characters and
events.

Writing Style
and Themes

One of the
distinctive aspects of
Dashner’s writing is his

most

ability to create
immersive,
claustrophobic
environments. The maze
itself is a character in the
story—a living, breathing
entity that shapes the
lives of everyone within
it. Dashner uses short,
punchy sentences and
rapid pacing to mirror
the urgency of the
Gladers’ situation. This
style keeps readers
turning pages long into
the night.

Thematically, the author
of The Maze Runner

identity, memory, and
morality. The characters
struggle with who they
are when stripped of
their pasts. They are
forced to make difficult
choices about trust,
loyalty, and survival.
Dashner does not shy
away from dark subject
his
willingness to let

matter, and
characters fail or face
dire consequences adds a
layer of realism to the
fantastical premise. The
series also critiques
authoritarian systems and
the ethical limits of
scientific
experimentation, making
it a thought-provoking
read for young adults and
adults alike.

Character
Development and
Dialogue

Dashner excels at
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creating  distinct,
memorable characters.
Thomas is brave and
resourceful, but he also
grapples with doubt and
fear. Teresa, the only girl
Glade, 1is

intelligent

in the
and
mysterious. Characters
like Newt, Minho, and
Alby each bring unique
strengths and
vulnerabilities to the
group. The dialogue is
sharp and natural, often
laced with the slang
terms that the Gladers
have developed—such as
"shank," "klunk," and
"shuck"—which adds
authenticity to their
isolated world.

Other Works
by James
Dashner

While the author of The
Maze Runner is best
known for that series, he

has written several other
notable books. Before
the Maze Runner,
Dashner published The
Journal of Curious
Letters (2008), the first
book in The 13th
Reality series. This
middle-grade fantasy
series follows a boy
named Tick who
discovers a multiverse of
alternate realities. The
series is lighter in tone
than the Maze Runner
books but still showcases
Dashner’s talent for
imaginative world-
building.

He also wrote The
Infinity Ring series, a
collaborative project
with Scholastic, and The
Mortality Doctrine series,
a cyber-thriller about a
future where people can
their
consciousness into virtual

upload

realities. This series
includes The Eye of
Minds (2013), The Rule
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The Game of Lives
(2015). Each of these
works demonstrates
Dashner’s versatility as a
writer and his fascination
with technology, identity,
and the boundaries of

reality.

Adaptations
and Cultural
Impact

The Maze Runner series
was adapted into a
successful film franchise
starring Dylan O’Brien as
Thomas. The first film,
released in 2014, was a
critical and commercial
success, grossing over
$348 million worldwide.
It was followed by The
Scorch Trials (2015) and
The Death Cure (2018).
The films brought the
story to a wider audience
and introduced a new
generation of fans to

author of The Maze
Runner, Dashner was
the
adaptation process and

involved in

has spoken positively
about the
vision.

filmmakers’

The success of the films
also reignited interest in
the books, leading to
increased sales and new
editions. Cosplay, fan
art, and online forums
dedicated to the series
remain active years after
the final book was
published. The franchise
has become a staple of
young adult dystopian
fiction, often compared
to The Hunger Games
and Divergent. Dashner’s
influence can be seen in
the many authors who
cite his work as an
inspiration.
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Like many public figures,
the author of The Maze
Runner has

faced
controversy. In 2018,
Dashner was accused of
inappropriate behavior
on social media by a
former colleague. He
issued a statement
denying the allegations
and stepped away from
public appearances for a
time. The controversy led
to his removal from the
manuscript of a
book.

Dashner later returned to

forthcoming

writing, and his fans
largely stood by him.
While the
remains a point of
debate,
resilience

incident

Dashner’s
and
commitment to his craft
have allowed him to
continue publishing.

s chE G HEHEYET S Y

life serves as a reminder
that authors are complex
individuals whose
personal and professional
lives can be intertwined
in complicated ways. For
readers who admire his
work, understanding the
full story of the author
of The Maze Runner
includes acknowledging
the challenges he has
faced and overcome.

Dashner has

James
frequently shared writing
advice with aspiring
authors. Some of his
most notable tips include:

1. Read
voraciously:
Dashner believes
that reading
widely is the best
way to learn the
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He recommends
studying both
successful and
unsuccessful
books to
understand what
works and what
doesn’t.

2. Write every day:
Consistency is
key. Even if it’s
only for fifteen
minutes, making
writing a daily
habit builds
momentum and
discipline.

3. Embrace
rejection:
Dashner himself
faced many
rejections before
finding a
publisher. He
encourages writers
to view rejection
as a learning
opportunity rather
than a personal
failure.

4. Trust your

feedback is
valuable, Dashner
emphasizes the
importance of
staying true to
your own vision.
The most
memorable stories
come from a place
of authentic
passion.

5. Plan but remain
flexible: Outlining
can help structure
a narrative, but
some of the best
ideas emerge
during the writing
process itself.

These insights offer a
glimpse into the mindset
that helped Dashner
achieve international
success. For fans who
wish to follow in his
footsteps, his journey
from accountant to best-
selling author is an

enduring source of

maotivatian

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Michaela & Paola ¢ Read

more, learn more. * Page 9



Conclusion

Understanding the
author of The Maze
Runner is about more
than just knowing a
name. It is about
appreciating the journey
of a writer who
transformed an
extraordinary idea into a
global phenomenon.
James Dashner’s life and
career are a testament to
the

imagination, resilience,

power of

and hard work. From the

mysterious walls of the
Glade to the harsh desert
of the Scorch, his stories
continue to captivate
millions around the
world. Whether you are a
long-time fan or a
newcomer to his work,
exploring the mind
behind the maze is an
itself.
Dashner’s legacy as a

adventure in

storyteller is secure, and
his influence on young
adult literature will be
felt for generations to
come.



