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A Of The Valley Of The Wind

Introduction to a Masterpiece of Eco-Anime

Few  works  of  animation  have  achieved  the  profound  cultural  and
environmental resonance of Hayao Miyazaki's Nausicaä of the Valley
of the Wind. First published as a manga in 1982 and later adapted into a
landmark animated film in 1984, this epic tale transports us to a post-
apocalyptic world where humanity clings to survival amid a vast, toxic
forest teeming with giant insects. At its heart, Nausicaä of the Valley
of  the  Wind  is  not  merely  a  story  of  adventure;  it  is  a  deeply
philosophical meditation on the relationship between civilization, nature,
and the consequences of ecological hubris. For decades, this narrative
has  captivated  audiences  with  its  rich  world-building,  complex



characters, and urgent environmental themes, securing its place as a
cornerstone  of  both  Japanese  animation  and  global  environmental
storytelling.

The title itself, centered around the keyword "A Of The Valley Of The
Wind", immediately evokes a sense of place and identity. Nausicaä, the
princess of a small coastal kingdom, becomes a bridge between warring
human factions and the mysterious, often misunderstood natural world.
Her journey from a curious young leader to a savior of her world offers
timeless lessons in empathy, resilience, and ecological stewardship. In
this article, we will explore the origins, themes, characters, and enduring
legacy of this remarkable work, demonstrating why Nausicaä of the
Valley of the Wind  remains more relevant than ever in our age of
climate anxiety and environmental crisis.
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The Creation and Cultural Context of the
Valley of the Wind

Hayao Miyazaki's Visionary Genesis

Before  founding  Studio  Ghibli,  Hayao  Miyazaki  poured  his  artistic
passion into the manga version of Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind,
which ran from 1982 to 1994. The story was deeply influenced by his
observations of industrial pollution in Japan and his lifelong fascination
with  flight,  nature,  and  mythology.  Unlike  many  post-apocalyptic
narratives that revel in desolation, Miyazaki's world is filled with eerie
beauty: the Sea of Corruption, a forest of giant fungi and crystalline
plants, releases poisonous spores, yet it also holds secrets that could heal
the land. This duality is central to the story's philosophy—nature is not
simply  kind or  cruel;  it  is  a  force  to  be  understood,  respected,  and
harmonized with.



The  animated  film,  released  in  1984,  was  a  watershed  moment.  It
predated the official founding of Studio Ghibli but is often regarded as
the  spiritual  predecessor  to  the  studio's  later  masterpieces  like  My
Neighbor Totoro and Princess Mononoke. The success of Nausicaä of
the Valley of the Wind allowed Miyazaki to establish the creative and
financial foundation for Ghibli, and its influence can be seen in virtually
every subsequent environmental theme explored by the studio.

The World of the Valley of the Wind

The narrative is  set a thousand years after a devastating global war
known  as  the  "Seven  Days  of  Fire,"  which  consumed  advanced
civilizations in a blaze of mechanized fury. The remnants of humanity live
in scattered, isolated kingdoms, constantly threatened by the expanding
Sea of Corruption. The Valley of the Wind, a small, wind-swept coastal
realm, is one of the last safe havens, thanks to the constant breezes that
keep fungal spores at bay. The people here live in harmony with nature,
relying  on  windmills  for  energy  and  cultivating  crops  in  protected
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pockets.  This  setting  establishes  an  immediate  contrast  between the
peaceful,  agrarian  existence  of  the  valley  and  the  encroaching,
mysterious  wilderness.

Plot Summary: A Princess Caught Between
Worlds

The story follows Nausicaä, the courageous and compassionate princess
of the Valley of the Wind. When a massive airship from the warring
kingdom  of  Tolmekia  crash-lands  in  her  valley,  carrying  a  deadly
secret—a  giant  warrior  embryo  from the  age  of  the  Seven  Days  of
Fire—Nausicaä is drawn into a conflict that threatens to destroy what
remains of the world. The Tolmekian ruler, Princess Kushana, wants to
use the ancient weapon to burn away the Sea of Corruption, believing
this will save humanity. Meanwhile, the Pejite people, from whom the
embryo was stolen, seek revenge and control of the weapon for their own
ends.



Driven  by  her  deep  empathy  for  all  living  things,  Nausicaä  takes  a
different path. She has a unique ability to communicate with the giant
insects, particularly the Ohm, the massive, trilobite-like guardians of the
Sea of Corruption. Through her journey, she discovers that the toxic
forest is not inherently malevolent but is actively purifying the planet's
polluted soil and water. The insects are not monsters but guardians of
this  natural  process.  The  true  enemy,  she  realizes,  is  humanity's
persistent  desire  to  dominate and control  nature,  repeating the very
mistakes that caused the apocalypse. The climax is a powerful moment of
sacrifice and understanding, where Nausicaä risks her life to calm a
rampaging herd of Ohm, demonstrating that empathy, not force, offers
the only path to survival.

Core Themes and Environmental Philosophy
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Ecological Interconnectedness and the Sea of Corruption

One of the most profound themes in Nausicaä of the Valley of the
Wind is the idea that what appears destructive or "corrupt" may actually
be part of a larger,  healing process.  The Sea of Corruption, with its
poisonous spores and giant insects, initially seems like a nightmare. But
as Nausicaä discovers, the forest's plants are growing on top of a hidden
underground ecosystem, slowly filtering centuries of toxic residue left by
human industry. This is a radical ecological message: nature is resilient
and works on time scales far beyond human comprehension. Humanity's
attempts  to  burn  or  destroy  the  forest  are  not  only  futile  but
counterproductive, as they disrupt the planet's self-healing mechanisms.

Miyazaki draws heavily from ecological science, particularly the laws of
entropy and the concept of symbiotic relationships. The giant insects,
especially  the  Ohm,  are  portrayed  with  dignity  and  intelligence,
challenging  the  audience  to  see  them  not  as  threats  but  as  fellow
inhabitants of a shared world. This perspective aligns with the principles



of deep ecology, which argue for the intrinsic value of all living beings,
independent of their usefulness to humans. Nausicaä herself embodies
this philosophy: she mourns the death of a single insect and risks her life
for creatures others call monsters.

The Folly of Technological Hubris

The ancient war, the Seven Days of Fire, was triggered by humanity's
overreliance on biological and mechanical weapons. The giant warrior
embryo  that  Kushana  seeks  to  revive  is  a  symbol  of  this  hubris—a
technology  designed  for  total  annihilation.  Throughout  the  story,
characters who advocate for using this weapon are shown to be trapped
in a cycle of fear and aggression. Even the well-intentioned Pejite people
are willing to sacrifice innocent lives and even lure Ohm herds to their
deaths to achieve their goals. Miyazaki critiques not just war but the
mindset  that  seeks  simple,  technological  fixes  to  complex  ecological
problems. The real solution, the story suggests, lies not in more powerful
weapons but in a fundamental shift in human consciousness—learning to
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listen to the natural world.

Empathy and Leadership Without Dominance

Nausicaä is a revolutionary hero precisely because she does not seek
power or conquest. She leads through understanding, compassion, and
presence. Her ability to communicate with the Ohm and her willingness
to touch their tentacles, even when frightened, demonstrate a form of
leadership rooted in connection rather than control. She defies gender
stereotypes of the warrior princess, proving that true strength comes
from vulnerability and the courage to feel deeply. In a world where male
leaders on all sides clamor for war, she offers a different way—one that
resonates  with  modern  conversations  about  collaborative,  empathetic
leadership in both environmental activism and political life.



Characters and Their Symbolic Roles

Nausicaä: The embodiment of ecological wisdom and compassion.
Her name and character were inspired by a Greek princess from
Homer's Odyssey, known for her love of nature. Nausicaä is a
skilled warrior, pilot, and diplomat, but her greatest power is her
empathy. She represents the possibility of a harmonious
relationship between humanity and the natural world.
Princess Kushana: A complex antagonist who genuinely wants to
protect her people. Kushana's militaristic approach to the Sea of
Corruption reflects real-world utilitarian views that prioritize
human survival above all else. Her character arc shows someone
capable of change, hinting that even hardened leaders can learn
from Nausicaä's example.
Lord Yupa: A master swordsman and mentor figure who searches
for the truth about the Sea of Corruption. He represents wisdom
and the value of firsthand experience, reminding us that
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understanding nature requires patience and observation.
The Ohm: These giant insects are more than monsters; they are
collective, sentient guardians of the forest. Their large, crystalline
eyes reflect the emotions of their surroundings, and they respond to
genuine acts of kindness. The Ohm symbolize the divine intelligence
embedded within nature, often overlooked by rationalist human
perspectives.
The Pejite Characters (Asbel, Princess Lastel): The people of
Pejite represent the desperation of a failing civilization. Their
willingness to sacrifice everything for revenge or survival highlights
the tragic consequences of ecological collapse and war.

Artistic and Cinematic Legacy

Visual Storytelling and the Animation of Nature

Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind is renowned for its breathtaking



animation, which brings the Sea of Corruption to life with intricate detail.
The fungal forests, floating spores, and giant insects are rendered with a
biological  realism  that  makes  the  fantasy  world  feel  tangible  and
authentic. The use of wind as a visual and symbolic motif is constant:
windmills, gliders, and the wind currents that carry spores and airships
create a dynamic, living environment. The famous score by Joe Hisaishi,
with its  hauntingly beautiful  main theme,  elevates every scene,  from
quiet moments of reflection to the epic, desperate final act.

Miyazaki's  approach  to  action  is  also  notable.  The  aerial  combat
sequences, particularly Nausicaä's acrobatic flights on her glider, are
choreographed with a grace that balances tension with beauty. Unlike
the fast-paced, chaotic action of many modern films, these scenes feel
deliberate, almost balletic, allowing the audience to fully appreciate the
physics of flight and the character's skill.
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Influence on Studio Ghibli and Global Animation

Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind  directly led to the creation of
Studio  Ghibli,  but  its  influence  extends  far  beyond  that.  The  film's
environmental message can be seen in later Ghibli works like Princess
Mononoke, Spirited Away, and The Wind Rises. Internationally, it helped
popularize anime in the West, particularly after its release on home video
and  later  streaming  platforms.  Many  contemporary  animators  and
filmmakers  cite  Nausicaä  of  the  Valley  of  the  Wind  as  a  direct
inspiration, including figures like Guillermo del Toro and the creators of
the video game Shadow of the Colossus.

Relevance in the Modern Age

In  an  era  defined  by  climate  change,  biodiversity  loss,  and  political
polarization, the messages of Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind feel
more  urgent  than  ever.  The  story  challenges  us  to  move  beyond



simplistic  us-versus-them  narratives  and  recognize  our  deep
interconnectedness with the non-human world. The Sea of Corruption
can be seen as a metaphor for the very real "dead zones" in our oceans,
plastic-choked  ecosystems,  and  the  global  waste  crisis.  Yet,  like
Nausicaä,  we are called not to despair but to act with empathy and
intelligence.

The film also critiques nationalism and resource wars, showing how fear
of scarcity can drive even rational people to destroy what they need to
survive.  The  character  of  Princess  Kushana,  who  wants  to  "save"
humanity by dominating nature, is a cautionary figure for our time, when
geoengineering and technological optimism often overshadow the need
for systemic change. Nausicaä's way—listening, learning, and living in
balance—remains a powerful, if difficult, alternative.
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Conclusion: The Wind Still Speaks

Decades  after  its  creation,  Nausicaä  of  the  Valley  of  the  Wind
continues to resonate with new generations of viewers and readers. It is
a story that refuses to offer easy answers, instead


