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Sandford Prey
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Introduction: The
Enduring Legacy of
Lucas Davenport

For  over  three  decades,  the  name  John
Sandford  has  been  synonymous  with
gripping, intelligent, and relentlessly paced
crime fiction. Under this pseudonym, Pulitzer
Prize-winning  journalist  John  Camp  has
crafted one of the most celebrated series in
modern thriller  literature:  the Prey novels.
Centered  on  the  brilliant,  sometimes
reckless,  and  always  compelling  detective
Lucas Davenport, this series has captivated
millions  of  readers  worldwide.  If  you  are
looking to dive into this sprawling universe
or  simply need to keep your  collection in
order,  having  a  definitive  list  of  John
Sandford Prey novels is the essential first
step. This guide provides a comprehensive,



chronological  journey  through  every
installment, highlighting the evolution of the
series and the man at its heart.

The Prey series is  not  just  a collection of
crime stories; it is a masterclass in character
development. Readers have watched Lucas
Davenport  transform  from  a  hot-headed,
street-smart  Minneapolis  detective  into  a
wealthy,  politically  connected,  and  deeply
principled  investigator  for  the  Minnesota
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) and
later,  the  U.S.  Marshals  Service.  This
sustained growth, combined with Sandford's
sharp dialogue, dark humor, and unflinching
look at  the nature of  evil,  has  made this
series a benchmark for the genre. Whether
you  are  a  long-time  fan  or  a  newcomer,
understanding  the  sequence  of  events  is
crucial  to  appreciating  the  overarching
narrative.

Below, you will find the complete, annotated
list  of  John  Sandford  Prey  novels  in
order of publication and internal chronology.
Each entry offers a glimpse into the plot and
the unique challenges Davenport faces.
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The Complete List Of
John Sandford Prey

Novels in Order

Sandford  has  maintained  a  remarkable
consistency,  releasing  a  new  Prey  novel
almost  every  year.  This  has  allowed  the
series  to  feel  both  contemporary  and
timeless,  with  each  book  reflecting  the
technological and social changes of its time
while staying true to the core elements that
fans love.

Book 1: Rules of Prey (1989)

The  novel  that  started  it  al l .  We  are
introduced to Lieutenant Lucas Davenport of
the  Minneapolis  Police  Department,  a
maverick  detective  who plays  by  his  own
rules. He is hunting a serial killer who calls
himself  "the maddog,"  a  murderer  who is
also writing a set of rules for his own game.
This book established the template for the
series: a brilliant, often twisted antagonist, a
gritty urban setting, and a hero who is as
flawed  as  he  is  effective.  This  is  the
foundation  of  the  entire  list  of  John
Sandford  Prey  novels.



Book 2: Shadow Prey (1990)

Davenport  faces  a  series  of  ritualistic
murders that appear to be linked to Native
American activism. The case is complex and
politically charged, forcing Lucas to navigate
cultural tensions while tracking a killer with
a very specific and brutal agenda. This novel
expands the world of the series and deepens
Lucas's character.

Book 3: Eyes of Prey (1991)

A particularly disturbing case emerges when
a disgraced doctor begins a killing spree in
the  hospital  where  he  once  worked.
Simultaneously,  Davenport  is  dealing  with
the fallout from the previous book, making
this a deeply personal and psychologically
intense thriller. The pacing is relentless, and
the  vil lain  is  one  of  the  series'  most
memorable.

Book 4: Silent Prey (1992)

Bekker, the terrifying serial killer from Eyes
of  Prey,  escapes  custody  and  flees  to  New
York City. Davenport is dispatched to help
the  NYPD  track  him  down.  This  book  is
notab le  for  br ing ing  back  a  major
antagonist,  a  rarity  in  the  series,  and for
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placing  Lucas  in  a  new,  unfami l iar
environment.

Book 5: Winter Prey (1993)

Forced  to  take  a  vacation  in  the  remote
woods  of  northern  Wisconsin,  Davenport
stumbles  upon  a  local  crime  scene  that
quickly escalates into a hunt for a savage
killer. The isolated, frozen setting creates a
claustrophobic  and  tense  atmosphere,
making this a fan favorite for its change of
pace.

Book 6: Night Prey (1994)

Davenport  is  working with a new partner,
the ambitious Meagan Connell,  to catch a
sexual  predator  who  is  stalking  young
women in Minneapolis. The investigation is a
dark, psychological deep dive into the mind
of a predator, showcasing Sandford's skill at
creating realistic and terrifying villains.

Book 7: Mind Prey (1995)

A  sadistic  psychiatrist  kidnaps  a  wealthy
woman  and  her  two  daughters,  trapping
them in a nightmare. Davenport must race
against time, using every psychological trick
he  knows  to  find  them before  it  is  too  late.
This novel is a tense, high-stakes thriller that



keeps the pressure on from the first page.

Book 8: Sudden Prey (1996)

The grieving friends of a female bank robber
Davenport previously killed decide to exact
revenge on him and everyone he loves. This
hits close to home, turning Lucas from the
hunter  into  the  hunted.  I t  is  a  raw,
emotional,  and  action-packed  story  that
reshapes  his  personal  life  significantly.

Book 9: Secret Prey (1998)

Following  the  events  of  Sudden  Prey,
Davenport  is  now  a  wealthy  man  but  a
changed  detective.  He  investigates  a
murder at a prominent bank that involves a
cast of powerful, secretive executives. The
plot is a labyrinth of corporate intrigue and
hidden motives.

Book 10: Certain Prey (1999)

One of the most famous entries in the list
of John Sandford Prey novels. Davenport
hunts a ruthless contract killer named Clara
Rinker, a woman who is as professional as
she  is  deadly.  The  cat-and-mouse  game
between  Lucas  and  Clara  is  fantastic,
leading  to  a  shocking  and  memorable
ending.
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Book 11: Easy Prey (2000)

The murder of  a famous supermodel  at  a
wild  party  throws  Davenport  into  the
shallow,  dangerous  world  of  fame  and
fashion.  The  case  is  filled  with  deceptive
characters and hidden agendas, making it a
classic whodunit with a Prey twist.

Book 12: Chosen Prey (2001)

A series of murders in the underground art
scene leads Davenport to an academic who
has taken his studies of ancient burial rites
far  too  seriously.  This  novel  blends  art
history with gruesome modern violence in a
uniquely compelling way.

Book 13: Mortal Prey (2002)

Clara  Rinker  returns.  Believed  dead,  she
reappears to settle old scores and is on a
collision  course  with  Davenport.  This  is  a
direct sequel to Certain Prey and is a high-
octane,  cross-country  thriller  that  delivers
on every level.

Book 14: Naked Prey (2003)

A  gruesome  discovery  in  the  Minnesota
woods reveals a lynching. Davenport must
navigate the dangerous intersection of local



politics,  racial  tension,  and  long-buried
secrets.  This  is  a  darker,  more  socially
conscious entry in the series.


