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Mastering the End Of
Course Us History
Vocabulary Answers:
Your Comprehensive
Review Guide

As you approach your final exam in

United States History, you are likely
feeling the pressure to recall hundreds of
terms, names, and concepts. The
difference between a good score and a
great one often comes down to how well
you understand the core vocabulary. The
End Of Course Us History Vocabulary
Answers you need are not just
memorized definitions—they are the keys
to understanding cause and effect,
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identifying historical patterns, and writing
strong analytical essays. This guide
serves as your comprehensive review,
covering essential vocabulary from the
Colonial period through the late 20th
century, along with strategies to apply
these terms effectively on your test.

Whether you are studying for a state-
mandated EOC exam, an APUSH final, or
a standardized test, this article will help
you build a solid foundation. We will walk
through the most important terms by era,
offer sample questions and answers, and
provide study tips that go beyond rote
memorization. By the end, you will have a
clear understanding of how to use these
vocabulary words in context—exactly
what exam graders are looking for.

Why Vocabulary
Matters for Your US
History EOC

History is more than a collection of dates
and names; it is a narrative shaped by
ideas, movements, and institutions. Each
key term you learn represents a piece of
that story. For example, knowing the
definition of “Manifest Destiny” is not
enough—you must also understand how it
justified westward expansion, affected
Native American populations, and
intensified the debate over slavery. Your
End Of Course Us History Vocabulary
Answers must demonstrate that deeper
comprehension.
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Moreover,” many ‘exam *questions -are- *

written using these exact terms. A
multiple-choice question might ask:
“Which of the following best describes
the policy of containment during the Cold
War?” If you have internalized the
vocabulary, you can quickly eliminate
wrong answers. Similarly, essay prompts
often require you to use specific
vocabulary to frame your argument.
Mastering the vocabulary is therefore a
direct path to higher scores.

How to Use This Guide

We have organized the vocabulary by
major historical eras. For each term, we
provide a clear definition, historical
context, and a sample answer that shows

how the -termr might-appear -or your
exam. Use this as a study checklist. Read
each section, then test yourself by
covering the definitions and trying to
recall the key points. For best results,
discuss the terms with classmates or
write short paragraphs using several
terms together.

Colonial and
Revolutionary Era
Vocabulary

The foundations of American government
and society were laid during the colonial
period and the struggle for
independence. These terms are almost
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guaranteed to appear on any end-of-
course exam.

e Mercantilism: An economic theory
where colonies exist to benefit the
mother country. Britain used
mercantilist policies like the
Navigation Acts to control colonial
trade, which eventually fueled
colonial resentment.

Salutary Neglect: An unofficial
British policy of lax enforcement of
trade laws in the colonies. This
allowed the colonies to develop
self-government and economic
independence, making later British
attempts to tighten control feel like
a violation of rights.

¢ Social Contract: The

Enlightenment idea, popularized by
John Locke, that government
derives its authority from the
consent of the governed. This
concept heavily influenced the
Declaration of Independence.
Republicanism: A political
philosophy that advocates for a
government without a monarchy,
where power rests with elected
representatives. American
revolutionaries embraced
republicanism as an alternative to
British rule.

Common Sense: Thomas Paine’s
1776 pamphlet that argued for
independence from Britain. Written
in plain language, it galvanized
public opinion and convinced many
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----- coloniststhat revotution'was == ° - - -

necessary.

* Treaty of Paris (1783): The
agreement that ended the
American Revolution, granting the
United States independence and
territory stretching to the
Mississippi River.

Sample Vocabulary Question: “Explain
how the principle of ‘no taxation without
representation’ reflected the colonists’
understanding of the social contract.”

Sample Answer: The colonists believed
that under the social contract, they owed
allegiance to the British government only
as long as their rights were protected.
When Parliament imposed taxes without

giving: - the - colonies - -etected
representation, it violated that contract.
Therefore, the colonists felt justified in
demanding independence.

Early Republic and
Constitutional Era

After winning independence, the new
nation had to define its government and
identity. Key vocabulary from this period
centers on the Constitution, federalism,
and the early political conflicts.

e Federalism: A system where
power is divided between a national
government and state
governments. The U.S. Constitution
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established this division, with
enumerated powers for the federal
government and reserved powers
for the states.

Checks and Balances: The
system that ensures no branch of
government becomes too powerful.
For example, the president can
veto legislation, but Congress can
override the veto with a two-thirds
vote.

Alexander Hamilton’s Financial
Plan: A proposal to assume state
debts, create a national bank, and
impose tariffs to promote industry.
This plan sparked debate over strict
versus loose interpretation of the
Constitution.

e Whiskey Rebellion: A 1794

uprising of farmers in Pennsylvania
against a federal tax on whiskey.
President Washington used military
force to put down the rebellion,
demonstrating the new
government’s power.

Louisiana Purchase: The 1803
acquisition of a vast territory from
France for $15 million. This doubled
the size of the United States and
raised constitutional questions
about presidential power.
Missouri Compromise (1820):
An agreement that admitted
Missouri as a slave state and Maine
as a free state, while prohibiting
slavery in the Louisiana Territory
north of the 36°30" parallel. This
temporarily settled the slavery
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Sample Vocabulary Question: “How
did the debate over the National Bank
illustrate the differences between strict
and loose construction of the
Constitution?”

Sample Answer: Thomas Jefferson
argued for strict construction, meaning
the federal government could only do
what the Constitution explicitly
permitted. Since the Constitution did not
mention a national bank, he opposed it.
Alexander Hamilton took a loose
construction view, citing the Necessary
and Proper Clause that allowed Congress
to pass laws needed to carry out its
powers. The bank was ultimately

chartered, "establishing the precedent -of
implied powers.

Antebellum, Civil War,
and Reconstruction

This period is often the most heavily
tested section on any US History EOC.
The vocabulary here involves the
sectional crisis, the war itself, and the
difficult aftermath.

e Sectionalism: Loyalty to a region
(North, South, West) over the
nation as a whole. Sectionalism
intensified as the North
industrialized and the South
remained agrarian with an
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economy dependent on slave labor.

Abolitionism: The movement to
end slavery. Leaders like William
Lloyd Garrison (The Liberator) and
Frederick Douglass demanded
immediate emancipation.

Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857):
A Supreme Court decision that
ruled African Americans were not
citizens and that Congress could
not ban slavery in territories. This
outraged northerners and pushed
the nation closer to war.
Emancipation Proclamation
(1863): President Lincoln’s
executive order that freed slaves in
Confederate states. It did not end
slavery everywhere, but it
transformed the war into a fight for

human freedom and enabled
African Americans to join the Union
Army.

Total War: A military strategy
where all resources—civilians,
infrastructure, and supply
lines—are targeted. General
Sherman’s March to the Sea is a
prime example, aimed at
destroying the South’s will to fight.
Reconstruction: The period after
the Civil War (1865-1877) when the
federal government attempted to
rebuild the South and integrate
freed slaves into society. Key
policies included the 13th, 14th,
and 15th Amendments and the
Freedmen’s Bureau.

e Sharecropping: A system where
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----- freedmen and poor whites worked - -

land owned by others in exchange
for a share of the crop. It often led
to a cycle of debt and economic
dependence that resembled
slavery.

 Jim Crow Laws: State and local
laws that enforced racial
segregation in the South after
Reconstruction. These laws were
upheld by the Supreme Court in
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), which
established the “separate but
equal” doctrine.

Sample Vocabulary Question: “Explain
how the concept of ‘total war’ was used
during the Civil War and what its
consequences were.”

Sampie: ‘Answer: ‘Total- war ‘was
employed by Union generals Ulysses S.
Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman to
break the Confederacy’s ability to
continue fighting. Sherman’s march from
Atlanta to Savannah destroyed railroads,
farms, and factories, and his troops lived
off the land. This strategy demoralized
the Southern population, accelerated the
end of the war, but also left a legacy of
bitterness that hindered Reconstruction.

Industrialization,
Gilded Age, and
Progressive Era
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saw dramatic economic growth, social
upheaval, and reform movements.
Vocabulary from this period focuses on
capitalism, labor, and government
regulation.

 Laissez-Faire Capitalism: An
economic system with minimal
government intervention.
Industrialists like Andrew Carnegie
and John D. Rockefeller amassed
enormous wealth under this
system, but critics argued it led to
exploitation and monopolies.

e Robber Barons vs. Captains of
Industry: Terms used to describe
wealthy industrialists. “Robber
baron” emphasizes their ruthless
business practices and exploitation

of workers; “captain of industry”
highlights their contributions to
economic growth and philanthropy.
Social Darwinism: The application
of Charles Darwin’s theory of
natural selection to human society.
Wealthy industrialists used this idea
to justify inequality, arguing that
the rich were “fittest” and the poor
were “unfit.”

Trust: A monopoly formed by
combining several companies
under a single board of directors.
The Sherman Antitrust Act (1890)
was passed to break up trusts, but
it was initially used against labor
unions.

Muckrakers: Journalists who
exposed corruption, poverty, and
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Sinclair’'s The Jungle led to the Pure
Food and Drug Act and the Meat
Inspection Act.

e Women’s Suffrage: The
movement for women'’s right to
vote, culminating in the 19th
Amendment (1920). Leaders
included Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

* Dawes Act (1887): A law that
broke up Native American tribal
lands into individual allotments,
with the goal of assimilating Native
Americans into white society. It
resulted in massive loss of native
land and culture.

Sample Vocabulary Question: “Explain

the role of muckrakers-in the Progressive
movement, using at least two specific
examples.”

Sample Answer: Muckrakers were
investigative journalists who exposed
societal problems, sparking public
demand for reform. For example, Jacob
Riis's How the Other Half Lives revealed
the squalid living conditions in New York
City tenements, leading to housing
reforms. Upton Sinclair's The Jungle
shocked the nation with descriptions of
unsanitary meatpacking plants, which
directly led to the Pure Food and Drug Act
of 1906. By bringing these issues to light,
muckrakers fueled the Progressive
agenda.

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Haynes & Bowers ¢ Explore the unseen. ¢ Page 11



Imperialism, World e Imperialism: The policy of
extending a nation’s power through

War 1, and the Great colonization or military force. The

Depression U.S. practiced imperialism in the

........................................................................................... late 1800s by acquiring territories
such as Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and
the Philippines.

e Spanish-American

The United States emerged as a world
power during this era. Vocabulary terms
address foreign policy, the home front,
and economic collapse.



