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Louisiana Driving Test

Your Complete Guide
to the Louisiana
Driving Test

Passing the Louisiana driving test is a
significant milestone on the road to
independence, whether you are a teenager
eager for your first license or a new resident
transitioning from another state. The
process can feel daunting, but with the right

preparation and a clear understanding of
what to expect, you can approach your
exam with confidence. This guide breaks
down everything you need to know about
the Louisiana driver’s test, from the initial
paperwork to the final turn signal check. We
will cover the written knowledge exam, the
road skills test, essential tips for success,
and frequently asked questions to help you
navigate the journey smoothly.



Understanding the
Graduated Driver
Licensing (GDL)
Program in Louisiana

Louisiana operates under a Graduated
Driver Licensing system designed to give
new drivers time to gain experience under
lower-risk conditions. Before you even
schedule your Louisiana driving test, it is
crucial to know which phase of the GDL
you are in. The system consists of three
main stages for drivers under 18:

Learner’s Permit (Ages 15-16):
You must pass a written knowledge

test to receive your permit. This
allows you to drive only when
accompanied by a licensed adult who
is at least 21 years old and sitting in
the front seat.
Intermediate License (Ages
16-17): After holding your learner’s
permit for at least 180 days (with no
traffic violations) and completing a
state-approved pre-licensing driver
education course, you can take the
road skills test. This license comes
with restrictions, such as no driving
between 11 PM and 5 AM (with
some exceptions) and limits on the
number of passengers under 21 who
are not family members.
Full License (Age 18+): Once you
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turn 18, all GDL restrictions are
lifted, and you hold a standard
unrestricted driver’s license.

For new adult residents (18 or older)
moving to Louisiana, the process is
different. You will need to pass the written
knowledge test and the road skills test
(unless you hold a valid license from
another state that is surrendered within 30
days of residency).

Step 1: The Written
Knowledge Test (The

"Permit Test")

Before you can even think about the
behind-the-wheel driving test, you must first
conquer the Louisiana written knowledge
test. This exam assesses your understanding
of traffic laws, road signs, safe driving
practices, and Louisiana-specific
regulations. The test is administered at any
Office of Motor Vehicles (OMV) location.

What to Expect on the Written
Exam

The written test is typically a multiple-
choice format, taken on a computer at the
OMV. You will need to answer questions



based directly on the information found in
the Louisiana Driver’s Guide. Topics
include:

Traffic signs and signals (regulatory,
warning, and guide signs).
Right-of-way rules.
Speed limits and safe following
distances.
Alcohol, drugs, and driving (DWI
laws).
Parking regulations.
Sharing the road with bicycles,
motorcycles, and large trucks.

The test is available in several languages,
and for those who require it, an oral option
may be available by request. You must

answer a certain percentage of questions
correctly to pass. If you fail, you are usually
allowed to retake it after a short waiting
period, though a retesting fee may apply.

How to Prepare for the Written
Test

Thorough preparation is the best way to
ensure you pass on your first attempt. Here
are some actionable tips:

Read the Louisiana Driver’s1.
Guide: This is your primary study
resource. Download the latest PDF
version from the Louisiana OMV
website or pick up a physical copy at
an OMV office. Pay special attention



Louisiana Driving Test

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Marks & Greyson • Books are a uniquely portable magic. • Page 5

to chapters on traffic signs and
signals.
Take Practice Tests: There are2.
numerous free online practice tests
specifically for the Louisiana driving
test. These simulate the format and
difficulty of the real exam, helping
you identify areas where you need
more study.
Focus on Problem Areas: If you3.
consistently miss questions about
parallel parking distances or DWI
penalties, spend extra time reviewing
those sections of the guide.
Study with a Friend or Parent:4.
Quizzing each other can make the
learning process more interactive and
effective.

Step 2: Scheduling and
Preparing for the Road
Skills Test

Once you have your learner’s permit and
have fulfilled the required holding period
(180 days for minors) and completed driver
education, it is time to schedule your official
Louisiana driving test. This is the practical
road test that evaluates your actual driving
ability.

Who Performs the Road Test?

The road skills test is typically administered
by a certified third-party test provider or, in



some cases, directly by an OMV examiner.
Many high schools and private driving
schools in Louisiana are authorized to
conduct the test. You will need to schedule
an appointment in advance, as walk-in
availability is limited.

Vehicle Requirements for the Test

You must provide a vehicle for the road
test .  The vehicle  must  meet  s tr ict
requirements or the test will be cancelled on
the spot. Make sure your vehicle has:

A valid license plate and registration.
A current inspection sticker.
Proof of valid auto insurance (you
must present the insurance card).

Working turn signals (front and
rear), brake lights, and headlights.
Working windshield wipers and a
defroster.
A horn in good working order.
Tires with adequate tread and no bald
spots.
A clean interior and exterior (the
examiner will be sitting in the
passenger seat).
No warning lights on the dashboard
(check engine light, airbag light,
etc.).

Important Note: The vehicle must be
driven to the test site by a licensed adult
who is at least 21 years old. You cannot
drive yourself to the test unless you already
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have a valid license.

What Documents Do You Need to
Bring?

Forgetting a critical document is one of the
most common reasons for failing the
Louisiana driving test before even starting
the engine. Bring the following:

Your valid learner’s permit.
Proof of completion of a pre-
licensing driver education course (for
minors).
Proof of auto insurance for the test
vehicle.
A completed application for a
driver’s license (if not already

submitted).
Identification documents (birth
certificate, Social Security card,
proof of residency).
Payment for the license fee (check
the current fee schedule on the OMV
website).

Step 3: What Happens
During the Louisiana
Driving Test?

Understanding the structure of the road test
can significantly reduce your anxiety. The
test usually lasts between 15 and 30
minutes. The examiner will give you clear



instructions and will be evaluating you on
more than just getting from point A to point
B.

Pre-Drive Safety Check

Before you even pull out of the parking lot,
the examiner will ask you to perform a few
basic vehicle checks. This is often called the
"pre-drive" inspection. You may be asked
to:

Point to and identify the controls for
the headlights, windshield wipers,
defroster, and hazard lights.
Show the hand signal for stopping,
turning left, and turning right.
Adjust your seat, mirrors, and fasten

your seatbelt.

This part tests your basic knowledge of
vehicle operation. Failing this portion can
sometimes result in an automatic failure, so
be prepared.

On-the-Road Evaluation

During the actual driving portion, the
examiner will be evaluating you on your
ability to drive safely and obey all traffic
laws. Common maneuvers you will be asked
to perform include:

Driving in residential areas:
Following the speed limit, checking
for pedestrians and children, and
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stopping at stop signs properly.
Turning: Correctly using turn
signals, checking blind spots, and
turning into the proper lane.
Merging and lane changes: Safely
merging onto a road with higher
speed limits and changing lanes with
proper signaling and mirror checks.
Four-way stops: Knowing who has
the right-of-way and coming to a
complete stop.
Parallel parking: This is a required
maneuver in Louisiana. You must
parallel park behind a vehicle
without hitting the curb or another
car.
Backing up in a straight line:
Driving in reverse in a straight line

while looking over your shoulder.
Uphill and downhill parking:
Turning your wheels correctly when
parking on a hill (toward the curb
when headed downhill, away from
the curb when headed uphill).

Critical Errors That Lead to
Automatic Failure

Some mistakes are considered so dangerous
that they result in an immediate failure,
regardless of how well you performed the
rest of the test. These include:

Running a stop sign or red light.
Speeding (even slightly over the
limit).



Failure to yield the right-of-way
when required.
Causing an accident or near-
accident.
Disobeying the examiner’s
instructions (unless doing so would
be unsafe).
Driving over a curb or hitting an
obstacle during parallel parking.
Using your phone or any electronic
device during the test.

Tips to Pass Your
Louisiana Driving Test

on the First Try

Passing the Louisiana driving test requires a
combination of skill, knowledge, and
composure. Here are some proven strategies
to help you succeed:

Practice, Practice, Practice

There is no substitute for real-world driving
experience. Spend as much time as possible
driving in different conditions: in heavy
traffic, on highways, at night (if permitted
by your permit guidelines), and in parking
lots. Practice parallel parking until it
becomes second nature. The more you
drive, the more confident and relaxed you
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will feel on test day.

Take a Mock Road Test

Many driving schools offer a "mock" or
practice road test. This simulates the exact
format of the real exam, including the pre-
drive check and the route. A professional
instructor can give you honest feedback on
your strengths and weaknesses, helping you
fix bad habits before the official test.

Stay Calm and Focused

Nerves are normal, but they can lead to
mistakes. Take a few deep breaths before
the test begins. If you make a small mistake,
such as stalling the car on a manual

transmission, do not dwell on it. Focus on
the next instruction and continue driving
safely. The examiner is looking for overall
safe driving, not perfection.

Know the Route

Ask your driving instructor or friends who
have recently taken the test which route the
examiner typically takes. While the route
may vary, many test centers have a standard
loop that includes the key maneuvers you
will be evaluated on. Familiarizing yourself
with the area can reduce surprises.

Check Your Mirrors Constantly

Examiners love to see you using your



mirrors. Every five to eight seconds, scan
your rearview mirror and side mirrors. Also,
make a conscious effort to turn your head
and check your blind spots when changing
lanes or merging. This demonstrates
awareness and defensive driving habits.

Arrive Prepared and On Time

Plan to arrive at the test location at least 15
minutes early. Give yourself time to check
your vehicle, gather your documents, and
settle your nerves. Being rushed is a
common contributor to test-day anxiety.

What Happens After
You Pass the Louisiana
Driving Test?

Congratulations! Once you pass the road
skills test, you are not quite finished, but
you are very close. The examiner will
provide you with a passing certificate or
verification. You will need to take this to the
OMV (or submit it online, depending on the
process) to receive your official driver’s
license. You will have your photo taken, and
you will receive a temporary paper license.
Your permanent plastic license will be
mailed to you within a few weeks.
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If you are a minor, you will receive your intermediate license, which comes with the
driving restrictions mentioned earlier


