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Introduction to the World of Jane Rizzoli and
Maura Isles

For fans of crime fiction and medical thrillers, few duos are as compelling as Detective
Jane Rizzoli and Medical Examiner Dr. Maura Isles. Created by bestselling author Tess
Gerritsen, this dynamic pair has captivated readers for decades with their sharp intellect,
personal struggles, and unshakable partnership. The Rizzoli & Isles book list offers a
thrilling journey through Boston’s most chilling crimes, blending forensic science,
psychological suspense, and rich character development. Whether you are a longtime fan
of the television series or a newcomer eager to dive into the original novels,
understanding the complete series in reading order is essential. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to the entire Rizzoli and Isles book series, including publication
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The Origins of the Series: How Tess Gerritsen
Created a Phenomenon

Tess Gerritsen, a former physician, began her writing career with medical thrillers, but it
was the introduction of Jane Rizzoli in 2001’s The Surgeon that launched a franchise. The
character of Jane—a tough, no-nonsense Boston homicide detective—was so compelling
that Gerritsen brought her back in subsequent novels. In the second book, The
Apprentice, she introduced Dr. Maura Isles, a forensic pathologist with a cool, analytical
demeanor and a mysterious past. The chemistry between the two women—one
street-smart and intuitive, the other book-smart and methodical—became the heart of
the series. Over the years, the Rizzoli & Isles book list has grown to over a dozen
novels, plus a number of short stories and novellas that expand the universe.

Complete Rizzoli and Isles Book List in Order

Below is the definitive reading order of the main novels in the series. For the full
experience, readers should follow the publication sequence, as character arcs and
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subplots build across books.

1. The Surgeon (2001) - The first appearance of Jane Rizzoli. A serial killer known as
“The Surgeon” is terrorizing Boston, and Jane must catch him before he strikes
again. Maura Isles has not yet appeared in this novel.

2. The Apprentice (2002) - Jane returns, and we meet Dr. Maura Isles, a medical
examiner who assists in hunting a copycat killer. This book establishes the core
partnership.

3. The Sinner (2003) - A nun is found brutally murdered in a cloistered convent.
Jane and Maura investigate a case that uncovers dark secrets within the church.

4. Body Double (2004) - Maura discovers a murdered woman who is her exact
double, forcing her to confront her own mysterious origins. This novel deepens
Maura’s backstory.

5. Vanish (2005) - A pregnant woman is found locked in a shipping container, and
when she escapes, she takes hostages—including Jane’s mother. A tense,
high-stakes thriller.

6. The Mephisto Club (2006) - A satanic symbol carved into a victim’s body leads
Jane and Maura into the world of a secret society with ancient rituals.

7. The Keepsake (2008) - A mummy in @ museum turns out to be a modern murder
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victim. Jane and Maura unravel a twisted collector’s obsession with historical
artifacts.

8. Ice Cold (2010) - Maura goes missing after a mysterious trip to a remote
mountain town. Jane must find her friend before the freezing wilderness claims her
life.

9. The Silent Girl (2011) - A severed hand found on a rooftop in Chinatown
connects to a decades-old slaughter of a martial arts family.

10. Last to Die (2012) - After a murder at a boarding school for troubled teens, Jane
and Maura discover a conspiracy targeting young survivors of violent attacks.

11. Die Again (2014) - A safari guide’s murder in Botswana is linked to a Boston
homicide years later. Jane and Maura travel across continents to solve the puzzle.

12. I Know a Secret (2017) - A series of bizarre murders involving film industry
figures tests Jane’s instincts and Maura’s forensic skills. This novel also explores
personal shifts in both women'’s lives.

13. Listen to Me (2022) - The most recent full-length novel, where Jane and Maura
investigate a road trip murder while dealing with their own changing relationships
and dangers at home.

In addition to these novels, Gerritsen has written short stories and novellas, such as “John
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Doe” (2012), “The Missing” (2013), and “The Devil’s Bones” (2017), which are collected
in volumes like The Rizzoli & Isles: The Complete Collection or available separately. These
shorter works often fill in gaps between the main books or offer side adventures.

Why This Series Stands Out in Crime Fiction

Complex, Evolving Characters

One of the greatest strengths of the Rizzoli and Isles book list is the depth of its
protagonists. Jane Rizzoli begins as a tough, often underestimated detective fighting
sexism in the Boston PD. Over the series, she marries, becomes a mother, and faces
profound personal losses. Maura Isles, meanwhile, evolves from a cold, distant expert
into a woman grappling with her own identity, family secrets, and a longing for
connection. Their friendship—fraught with differences but built on mutual
respect—provides an emotional anchor even in the darkest stories.
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Realistic Forensics and Medical Detail

Gerritsen’s medical background lends authenticity to the autopsies, body farm scenes,
and forensic procedures that Maura performs. Readers who enjoy the scientific side of
crime solving will find the technical details both accurate and accessible.

Gripping Plots with a Twist of the Gothic

While the books are grounded in realism, Gerritsen often weaves in elements of the
macabre—ancient curses, secret societies, haunted artifacts—that give the series a
gothic flavor. This blend of police procedural and eerie mystery keeps the stories fresh
and unpredictable.

Reading Order Tips: Publication vs.
Chronological

The Rizzoli and Isles book list is best enjoyed in publication order because Gerritsen’s
writing evolves, and character relationships develop sequentially. However, if you want to
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focus on Maura’s personal journey, you might read Body Double and Ice Cold
back-to-back, as they form a mini-arc about her background. Similarly, the first two books
(The Surgeon and The Apprentice) are essential foundations. New readers should not skip
The Surgeon, even though Maura is absent, because it introduces Jane’s world and the
trauma that shapes her.

How the TV Series Compares to the Books

The television adaptation, Rizzoli & Isles (2010-2016), starring Angie Harmon and Sasha
Alexander, was a ratings hit but took significant liberties with the source material. The
show toned down the violence, played up the comedic banter, and created a lighter tone
than the often-brutal novels. Many book fans appreciate the show for its charm but note
that the books offer much darker, more complex storylines. The Rizzoli and Isles book
list provides the original vision—grittier, more character-driven, and with a deeper
exploration of the psychological costs of crime-fighting.
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Where to Start: A Recommended Entry Point

If you are new to the series, there are two good starting points: begin at the very
beginning with The Surgeon for the full chronological experience, or jump into The
Apprentice if you want to meet both characters immediately. However, because The
Surgeon is so widely praised and sets up Jane’s nemesis (a killer named Warren Hoyt), it
is strongly recommended to start there. For those who prefer a standalone story to test
the waters, Vanish or Body Double work well as self-contained thrillers that still showcase
the partnership.

Beyond the Main Series: Supplementary
Materials

Gerritsen has also published a companion novella collection under the title The Rizzoli &
Isles Soundtrack, which includes background on the characters and musical playlists.
Additionally, the short story “The Killer's Wife” and “The Deadly Sinner” are occasionally
bundled with newer editions. For the completist, the Rizzoli and Isles book list also
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includes the “Rizzoli & Isles: The Complete Companion” guide, which offers trivia,
interviews, and behind-the-scenes insights.

The Evolution of the Series Over Two Decades

From 2001 to 2022, the series has reflected changing trends in crime fiction. Early novels
focused on serial killers and gory details, while later entries like Listen to Me explore
themes of obsession, technology, and aging. Gerritsen has also addressed social issues
such as the #MeToo movement and police ethics, weaving contemporary concerns into
the fabric of the stories. The longevity of the Rizzoli and Isles book list testifies to the
enduring appeal of two women who, despite their flaws, never stop fighting for
justice—and for each other.

Conclusion: A Must-Read for Crime Fiction
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With thirteen novels and several short works, it offers hundreds of hours of gripping
reading. Whether you are drawn to the forensic realism, the evolving friendship, or the
haunting mysteries, Tess Gerritsen’s series delivers on every level. Start with The
Surgeon, watch Jane and Maura grow, and prepare to be hooked. For anyone seeking a
well-crafted, emotionally resonant crime series that respects both science and
storytelling, this is an essential journey.



