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Mastering Academic Reading: A Comprehensive
Guide to Making Connections Level 3 Students By
Kenneth J

In  the  landscape  of  English  language  learning,  few skills  are  as  foundational  and
transformative as strong academic reading comprehension. For intermediate to high-
intermediate English as a Second Language (ESL) and English as a Foreign Language
(EFL) learners, making the leap from everyday reading to the dense, structured prose of
academic textbooks can feel  daunting.  This  is  precisely  where a carefully  designed
resource like  Making Connections Level  3 Students By Kenneth J  (Kenneth J.
Pakenham)  steps  in.  This  textbook  is  not  merely  a  collection  of  passages;  it  is  a
systematic  toolkit  that  empowers  students  to  decode,  analyze,  and  engage  with
challenging academic material. In this article, we will explore what makes this book a
standout choice for language instructors and learners alike, delving into its features,
pedagogical strengths, and practical applications in the classroom. Whether you are a
teacher hunting for the perfect curriculum or a student aiming to sharpen your reading
prowess, understanding the value of this resource is the first step toward success.

What Is Making Connections Level 3? An Overview of the Resource

Making Connections is a renowned three-level series designed to build the reading and
critical thinking skills necessary for academic success. Making Connections Level 3
Students By Kenneth J targets high-intermediate to low-advanced learners, typically
those preparing for university study or standardized exams like the TOEFL iBT and
IELTS. The book is  authored by Kenneth J.  Pakenham, a professor emeritus at  the
University of Tennessee, whose expertise in reading pedagogy shines through every
chapter.  Unlike many rote reading workbooks,  this  text  prioritizes a strategy-based
approach. It teaches students not just what a text says, but how to approach it—how to
anticipate  content,  identify  main  ideas,  understand  text  organization,  and  draw
inferences.  The  book  is  divided  into  thematic  units  covering  disciplines  such  as
psychology,  sociology,  business,  and  environmental  science,  providing  authentic
exposure to  the  language of  real  academic  discourse.  Each unit  builds  complexity,
ensuring that students gradually develop confidence and fluency.

Key Features and Structure of the Textbook

To appreciate the utility of Making Connections Level 3 Students By Kenneth J, it is
essential to examine its structure and standout features. The book is organized into
several distinct parts that work together to create a complete learning system.

Thematic Units and Authentic Readings

The core of the textbook consists of six to eight thematic units. Each unit opens with a
thought-provoking question or scenario that  activates prior knowledge.  The reading
selections are drawn from actual college textbooks, academic journals, and periodicals,
giving students a taste of authentic academic prose. These passages are not simplified;
they retain the original complexity, including advanced vocabulary, complex sentence
structures,  and  disciplinary  jargon.  However,  the  book  provides  ample  scaffolding
through pre-reading activities, margin notes, and glossaries to support comprehension.
For example, a unit on "The Power of Habit" might include a passage from a psychology
textbook  followed  by  exercises  that  require  students  to  analyze  cause-and-effect
relationships and identify supporting evidence.

Explicit Reading and Thinking Skills

Each unit targets specific reading strategies. Making Connections Level 3 Students
By Kenneth J goes beyond simple comprehension questions. It systematically teaches
skills such as:

Skimming and Scanning: Quickly locating main ideas and specific details.
Making Inferences: Reading between the lines to understand implied meaning.
Recognizing Text Patterns: Identifying cause/effect, compare/contrast,
problem/solution structures.
Understanding Point of View and Purpose: Discerning the author’s stance and
intended audience.
Evaluating Evidence: Critically assessing claims and supporting data.

Each skill is introduced with a clear explanation and examples, then practiced through
multiple exercises.  This gradual release of responsibility (I  do,  we do, you do) is  a
hallmark of effective instruction.

Integrated Vocabulary Development

Academic vocabulary is a major hurdle for ESL readers. The book incorporates words
from the Academic Word List  (AWL),  which are high-frequency terms found across
disciplines. Students encounter these words in context, then complete activities like
word  mapping,  collocation  matching,  and  sentence  completion.  The  goal  is  not
memorization but deep understanding and active use. By the end of Level 3, learners will
have internalized hundreds of  essential  academic terms,  significantly  boosting their
reading fluency.



Critical Thinking and Discussion

Reading is not a passive activity in this textbook. After each passage, students are
prompted to discuss, debate, and write about the issues raised. Making Connections
Level 3 Students By Kenneth J includes "Making Connections" boxes that link the
reading to personal  experience,  other academic disciplines,  or  global  events.  These
activities  encourage  higher-order  thinking:  analyzing,  synthesizing,  and  evaluating
information. For instance, after reading about the biology of sleep, students might be
asked to evaluate different cultural attitudes toward napping and propose a change in
their own study habits.

How the Book Develops Academic Reading Competence

The central mission of Making Connections Level 3 Students By Kenneth J is to
equip learners with the tools to read independently and critically in an academic setting.
Let us explore how its methodology translates into real-world competence.

Building a Repertoire of Reading Strategies

Skilled readers employ a variety of strategies flexibly. The book guides students through
a progression:  first,  they learn to  preview a  text  (title,  headings,  visuals)  to  set  a
purpose. Then, they practice adjusting their reading speed—slow and careful for dense
passages,  faster  for  familiar  information.  After  reading,  they  learn  to  summarize,
question,  and  review.  By  repeatedly  applying  these  strategies  with  diverse  texts,
students internalize them until they become automatic. This strategic flexibility is what
separates a struggling reader from a fluent academic reader.

Fostering Metacognition

A unique strength of this resource is that it encourages students to think about their own
thinking.  Making  Connections  Level  3  Students  By  Kenneth  J  includes  self-
assessment checklists and reflection prompts. For example, after a unit, students might
be asked: "Which strategy helped you understand the passage best? What will you do
differently next time?" This metacognitive awareness is crucial for independent learning.
Students begin to monitor their comprehension in real-time, noticing when they become
confused and taking corrective action—like re-reading or looking up a word—without
depending on a teacher.

Connecting Reading to Writing and Speaking

Academic literacy is not isolated. The book integrates reading with other language skills.
Post-reading  tasks  often  require  students  to  write  a  short  summary,  compose  an
argument paragraph, or participate in a group discussion. This interconnected practice
reinforces  vocabulary  and  grammatical  structures  while  helping  students  see  the
reading as a source of ideas and evidence for their own writing. For instance, after
analyzing  a  text  on  urban  planning,  students  might  work  in  groups  to  design  a
sustainable city and present their ideas orally, using language from the passage.

Practical Classroom Implementation: Teaching with Making
Connections Level 3

For instructors adopting Making Connections Level 3 Students By Kenneth J, the
book offers flexibility and support. Here are some strategies to maximize its impact in
the classroom.

Pre-Reading: Activating Schema

Before diving into a passage, engage students with the introductory questions. Use a K-
W-L chart (What I  Know, What I  Want to Know, What I  Learned) to tap into their
background knowledge. Introduce key vocabulary visually or through brief matching
games. The goal is to create a mental framework that makes the subsequent reading
more accessible.

During Reading: Scaffolding and Guided Practice

Use the margin notes and skill explanations as mini-lessons. For example, when teaching
"making inferences," work through a sample paragraph together. Model your thought
process aloud. Then assign a shorter passage for pairs to practice together. The book's
exercises are designed for this gradual release. Encourage students to annotate the
text—underline  topic  sentences,  circle  transition  words,  and  write  brief  margin
summaries.  This  active  reading  slows  them  down  and  deepens  comprehension.

Post-Reading: Critical Discussion and Extension

The "Making Connections" activities are excellent for small group work. Assign different
questions to different groups, then have them share insights with the class. Extend the
topic with short video clips, news articles, or follow-up research projects. For example,
after a unit on climate change, students could research local environmental policies and
write  a  letter  to  an  editor.  This  real-world  application  increases  motivation  and
reinforces the relevance of academic reading.

Assessment and Differentiation

The  textbook  includes  multiple-choice  and  short-answer  quizzes  that  align  with
standardized test formats. Use these for formative assessment. For learners who need
extra support, provide graphic organizers (e.g., cause-effect charts, T-charts) to help
structure their thinking. For advanced students, assign the "Extension Activities" found
at the end of each unit, which often involve independent research or creative writing.
Because the readings are authentic,  they are rich enough to challenge even strong
students,  while the scaffolding ensures that struggling students can still  access the
content.

Why Making Connections Level 3 Stands Out Among Academic
Reading Texts

The market is full of ESL reading books, but Making Connections Level 3 Students
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By Kenneth J has earned a reputation as a gold standard. Here is why it remains a
favorite among experienced instructors.

Authenticity Without Overwhelm: The readings are real, but the support system
is robust. Students do not feel abandoned in difficult territory.
Strategic Depth: Many books teach "reading for main idea" in a single chapter.
This book revisits critical strategies multiple times, each time adding nuance and
complexity.
Cultural and Disciplinary Diversity: The themes cover a wide range of topics
that spark curiosity—from the psychology of happiness to the economics of
globalization—ensuring that every student finds something engaging.
Built-in Review: Each unit cumulatively reviews previously taught skills, ensuring
long-term retention. The end-of-book appendixes include additional vocabulary
lists, answer keys, and a glossary of reading strategies.
Proven Track Record: This series is used in intensive English programs,
community colleges, and universities worldwide. Countless instructors have

reported measurable gains in their students' reading scores and overall academic
confidence.

Conclusion: Unlocking Academic Potential with Making Connections
Level 3

In  a  world  where  English  proficiency  opens  doors  to  higher  education  and  global
careers,  strong  reading  skills  are  non-negotiable.  Making  Connections  Level  3
Students By Kenneth J is more than a textbook; it is a bridge between intermediate
language ability and the demands of real academic work. By weaving together strategy
instruction, vocabulary building, critical  thinking, and authentic content,  it  prepares
students not just to pass a test, but to thrive in a university environment. For teachers, it
offers a clear, structured path that saves planning time while delivering results. For
students, it transforms reading from a chore into an empowering tool for learning. If you
are  ready  to  elevate  your  academic  reading  curriculum—or  your  own  reading
competence—this  book  deserves


