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From Discovery to few could have predicted the massiye gllobal
career that would follow. Today, Justin Bieber

SuPerStardom: is one of the best-selling music artists of all
Understanding Justin time, with a catalog of chart-topping hits,
. ’ sold-out world tours, and a devoted fan base
Bieber’s Record Label known as Beliebers. A question that often
Journey arises among fans and music industry

observers alike is: What record label is
When a young Justin Bieber uploaded videos Justin Bieber signed to? The answer is not
of himself singing covers on YouTube in 2007, as simple as a single name, as his career has
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involved several major labels, joint ventures,
and strategic partnerships. In this article, we
will explore the evolution of Bieber’s recording
contracts, the key labels behind his success,
and how these relationships shaped his
musical journey.

Early Days: The Discovery by
Scooter Braun

Before diving into specific record labels, it is
essential to understand the role of Justin
Bieber’s longtime manager, Scooter Braun.
Braun discovered Bieber on YouTube in 2007
and became his manager, helping him secure
a recording contract. Initially, Bieber signed
with Island Records, a division of the Universal
Music Group, in 2008. This partnership
launched his debut EP, My World, and his first

full-length album, My World 2.0, which
included the smash hit "Baby". During this
period, Bieber was officially signed to Island
Records, with distribution through Universal.
However, his contract included a unique joint
venture that would later define his career.

The RBMG Joint Venture: A Label
Within a Label

To answer the question "What record label is
Justin Bieber signed to?" with accuracy, one
must recognize Raymond Braun Media Group
(RBMG). This label was created as a joint
venture between Justin Bieber’'s mentor Usher
(Raymond) and Scooter Braun. RBMG was not
a standalone major label but rather an imprint
that partnered with Island Records. Under this
arrangement, Bieber’'s recordings were
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released through RBMG, distributed by Island
Records, which itself was part of Universal
Music Group. This setup gave Bieber creative
control and a stake in his music while
leveraging Island’s distribution power. From
2009 to approximately 2013, Bieber’s official
label credit often read "RBMG/Island Records".

Key Releases Under RBMG and Island

e My World (2009) - Debut EP, released
under Island Records in partnership with
RBMG.

e My World 2.0 (2010) - First studio
album, featuring "Baby".

e Believe (2012) - Third studio album,
which marked a transition from teen
pop to more mature R&B and electronic
influences.

originally released as a weekly series
via SoundCloud, later an album. Still
under RBMG/Island.

The Move to Def Jam Recordings

In 2015, Justin Bieber parted ways with Island
Records and signed a new distribution deal
with Def Jam Recordings, another iconic
label under Universal Music Group. This
change coincided with a shift in his music
style and public image. The album Purpose
(2015) was released under Def Jam, in
association with RBMG. Hits like "Sorry", "Love
Yourself', and "What Do You Mean?" defined
this era. So, to the question "What record
label is Justin Bieber signed to?" during the
mid-2010s, the answer is Def Jam Recordings
(via RBMG). This collaboration continued
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the collaborative album Justice (2021).
Why the Switch to Def Jam?

The move to Def Jam was strategic. Island had
a strong pop infrastructure, but Def Jam had a
legacy in hip-hop and R&B, aligning well with
Bieber’s evolving sound. Def Jam also offered
a more focused marketing approach for his
adult audience. Additionally, the label’'s parent
company, Universal Music Group, kept Bieber
within its family while giving him a fresh start.

Current Status: Justin Bieber’s
Record Label in 2025

As of early 2025, Justin Bieber remains signed
to Def Jam Recordings, under the RBMG
joint venture. However, in 2023, there were
reports of contract renegotiations and a

potential move to other Universal labels, but
ultimately Def Jam has remained his primary
label home. Recent singles and collaborations
have been released through Def Jam,
including tracks from his 2023 album Summer
of Purpose (a conceptual follow-up) and
standalone singles. It is important to note that
Bieber also retains a stake in RBMG, which
continues to manage his brand and select
releases.

Independent Ventures and Label
Partnerships

Beyond his major-label deals, Justin Bieber
has explored independent routes. For
example, in 2021, he launched a limited-
edition clothing line and collaborated with
platforms like TikTok and Amazon Music for
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exclusive content. However, when it comes to
distributing his music to streaming services
and physical formats, he relies on Def Jam.
This hybrid model - major label distribution
with independent creative control - is
common among top-tier artists today. Thus,
the answer to "What record label is Justin
Bieber signed to?" is Def Jam Recordings, with
the nuance that his career is built on the
RBMG partnership.

Comparison with Other Artists in
the Same Label Ecosystem

Def Jam Recordings has been home to
legendary acts like Jay-Z, Kanye West,
Rihanna (early career), and more recently,
artists such as Jhené Aiko, Big Sean, and Justin
Bieber. Being on Def Jam places Bieber in a

lineage of influential artists who shaped pop
and urban music. Unlike some peers who have
moved to fully independent labels (e.g., Taylor
Swift with Republic after leaving Big Machine),
Bieber has maintained loyalty to Universal
Music Group, choosiing to switch from Island
to Def Jam rather than leaving the
conglomerate.

Impact of the Label on Bieber’s
Sound and Career

Each label era brought distinct sonic
characteristics. Under Island Records, Bieber’s
sound was bubblegum pop aimed at teens.
Def Jam allowed him to explore moodier, trap-
influenced  productions, especially  with
producers like Skrillex, Diplo, and Poo Bear.
The label also gave him the freedom to
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incorporate gospel and R&B elements in
Justice. The marketing strategy shifted from
mass-market teen magazines to digital-first,
with strategic partnerships with Spotify and
Apple Music. Without the backing of a
powerhouse like Def Jam, Bieber’s global
reach would be limited. The label’s
distribution network, radio promotion, and
playlist placement are crucial for an artist of
his stature.

Common Misconceptions About
Justin Bieber’s Label

Some fans mistakenly believe Bieber is signed
to independent label "RBMG" alone, but RBMG
is not a full-service record label. It is a
management company that also operates as
an imprint. Others think he is on "Island

Records" permanently. While he started there,
his current contract is with Def Jam.
Additionally, there are rumors that he is
starting his own label, similar to how Jay-Z
founded Roc Nation. However, as of now,
Bieber has not officially launched his own
record label. He continues to work within the
Universal structure.

Future Projections: Will Justin
Bieber Change Labels Again?

Given the dynamic nature of the music
industry, it is plausible that Bieber may
explore new label partnerships when his
current contract expires. Some speculate a
move to Republic Records (which handles
Ariana Grande and Post Malone) or even an
independent distribution deal through the
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likes of The Orchard or AWAL. However, the
relationship with Def Jam and Universal has
been mutually beneficial. For now, the
definitive answer to "What record label is
Justin Bieber signed to?" remains Def Jam
Recordings (in partnership with RBMG).

Conclusion

Justin Bieber’s record label journey reflects his
growth from a teenage YouTube phenom to a
mature global superstar. While he started with

Island Records under the RBMG joint venture,
he later transitioned to Def Jam Recordings,
where he remains today. Understanding what
record label is Justin Bieber signed to
involves recognizing the layered partnership
between RBMG and Universal Music Group’s
Def Jam. This structure has allowed Bieber to
maintain creative freedom while benefiting
from the resources of a major label. As his
career continues to evolve, one thing remains
certain: the right label partnership has been a
cornerstone of his unprecedented success.
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