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Clarinet Fingering Chart For Beginners

Mastering the Basics: Your First Steps
with a Clarinet Fingering Chart For
Beginners

Starting your musical journey with the clarinet is an exciting and
rewarding  experience.  The  rich,  warm  tone  of  this  woodwind
instrument has captivated musicians and audiences for centuries.
However, like any worthwhile endeavor, learning the clarinet comes
with  its  own  set  of  challenges.  One  of  the  very  first  hurdles  every
beginner faces is making sense of the many keys, holes, and levers
that  cover  the  instrument.  This  is  where  a  Clarinet  Fingering
Chart For Beginners becomes your most valuable tool. It is the
map that guides your fingers, translating your efforts into beautiful,
clear  notes.  Without  this  foundational  knowledge,  producing  a
consistent  sound  can  feel  like  an  impossible  puzzle.  This
comprehensive  guide  is  designed  to  demystify  the  fingering  chart
and set you on a path to confident, enjoyable playing.

Why a Fingering Chart is Essential for New

Clarinetists

When you first look at a clarinet, the sheer number of keys and rings
can seem overwhelming. Unlike a recorder, where you simply cover
holes  with  your  fingertips,  the  clarinet  uses  a  complex  system  of
pads and linkages. Your fingers press keys that open and close pads
covering tone holes, some of which are far out of reach of your
natural hand position. A Clarinet Fingering Chart For Beginners
acts as a decoder. It visually shows you which keys to press for each
specific  note.  More  than  just  a  reference,  it  is  a  learning  aid  that
trains your muscle memory. Over time, you will stop thinking about
which  finger  goes  where  and  start  focusing  on  your  breath,
embouchure,  and musical  expression. The chart bridges the gap
between the intellectual knowledge of a note and the physical action
required to produce it.

Furthermore, the clarinet is a transposing instrument, which adds an
extra layer of learning. When you see a note written on the staff as
a  C,  you  are  actually  hearing  a  B-flat.  While  you  do  not  need  to
worry about the theory of transposition right away, you do need to
learn the specific fingerings for your instrument. A fingering chart is
specific  to  the  clarinet  and  accounts  for  its  unique  acoustic
properties, especially the break between the chalumeau and clarion



registers.  Relying  on  general  woodwind  fingerings  will  lead  to
frustration.  A dedicated chart  ensures you are learning correctly
from the very first note.

The Anatomy of a Standard Clarinet
Fingering Chart

Before diving into specific notes,  it  is  helpful  to  understand how to
read  a  fingering  chart.  While  there  are  slight  variations  between
brands, most charts for the Boehm system clarinet, which is the
standard in most of the world, follow a similar layout. The chart is
typically  organized  from  the  lowest  note  to  the  highest,  often
spanning several pages. For a beginning player, you will primarily
focus  on  the  first  two  registers,  known  as  the  chalumeau  and  the
clarion.

Understanding the Visual Symbols

A typical Clarinet Fingering Chart For Beginners uses a simple
visual code. You will see a diagram representing the clarinet body,
usually divided into the left hand (upper joint) and right hand (lower
joint). Each key, ring, or hole is represented by a small circle or key
shape.  These  symbols  are  typically  filled  in  (black  or  shaded)  to
indicate that the key should be pressed or the hole covered. Empty
circles indicate that the key should remain open, allowing air to
escape.

The chart also includes the register key, which is the small thumb
key  on  the  back  of  the  left  hand  joint.  This  key  is  crucial  for

accessing the upper registers. In most charts, the register key is
indicated separately. Learning to interpret these visual cues quickly
is  the  first  step  toward  fluent  sight-reading.  It  is  a  universal
language  that,  once  learned,  allows  you  to  pick  up  any  fingering
chart  and  understand  it  immediately.

The Chalumeau Register: Low Notes for
a Strong Foundation

The chalumeau register, named after an early predecessor of the
clarinet,  covers the low notes from E3 up to approximately B-flat4.
These notes produce a warm, rich, and dark sound. For beginners,
mastering these notes is the first major milestone. The embouchure
is relatively relaxed, and the fingerings are often the most intuitive.

Starting with E3, F3, G3, A3, B3, C4, and D4

Your  first  notes  will  likely  be  in  the  middle  of  the  staff.  Here  is  a
breakdown of the basic fingering pattern for the left hand, which is
crucial for these notes.

E3 (written low E): This is one of the lowest notes you will
start with. Cover all the tone holes with your left hand: thumb
on the back hole, first finger on the first ring, second finger on
the second ring, and third finger on the third ring. Your right
hand does nothing for this note except support the
instrument.
F3: This is similar to E3, but you lift your left-hand third finger
(the ring finger).
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G3: Lift your left-hand second and third fingers, keeping your
thumb and first finger down.
A3: Lift your left-hand first, second, and third fingers, keeping
only the thumb down.
B3: This introduces the register key. Keep your left-hand
thumb on the back hole and press the register key slightly
above it. Do not cover the back hole completely; your thumb
should rock to press the register key while still covering the
hole.
C4: For C4 (middle C), you use your left-hand thumb on the
back hole and the register key. Your left-hand first finger
covers the first ring. This is the classic "thumb and first finger"
note.
D4: Keep your thumb and register key pressed. Your left-hand
first, second, and third fingers cover their respective rings.
This note feels like a low G3 but with the register key added.

Practicing these notes in sequence slowly is an excellent warm-up
exercise.  Focus  on  producing  a  clear,  steady  tone  without
squeaking. The chalumeau register is where you build your breath
support and embouchure strength.

Crossing the Break: The Clarion Register

The "break" is the term used to describe the transition from the
chalumeau  register  to  the  clarion  register,  specifically  around  the
note  B-flat4  to  B4.  This  is  often  the  most  frustrating  period  for
beginners.  The  fingerings  become less  intuitive,  and the  voicing  of
the air stream must change. However, a solid Clarinet Fingering

Chart For Beginners is your best friend here.

Understanding the Register Key Function

The register key is the key to everything. When you press it while
playing a chalumeau note, you are forcing the air column to vibrate
in  a  different  mode,  creating  a  note  that  is  a  twelfth  higher.  For
example, playing the fingering for low G3 with the register key gives
you D4. Playing the fingering for low A3 with the register key gives
you E4. Understanding this overblowing principle is key. The clarion
register  (C5  to  C6)  is  produced  by  using  the  chalumeau  fingerings
for  four  notes down,  plus the register  key.  However,  the fingerings
for the first few notes above the break are entirely new.

Fingerings for B4, C5, D5, E5, and F5

Let us look at the fingerings for the notes right above the break.

B4 (first note above the break): This is a tricky one. Your
left-hand thumb covers the back hole and presses the register
key. Your left-hand first finger covers the first ring. Your right-
hand thumb rests on the thumb rest. Your right-hand first
finger covers the first ring on the lower joint. This is a long
stretch and feels very different from the notes below.
C5: Keep the left hand position for B4 (thumb with register
key and first finger on the ring). Release your right-hand first
finger. This is the same as the B4 fingering but without the
right hand. This note is often more stable than B4.
D5: Keep your left-hand thumb on the register key and back
hole. Your left-hand first finger covers the first ring. Your right-



hand first finger covers the first ring, and your right-hand
second finger covers the second ring. This note uses both
hands and is a common stepping stone in scales.
E5: This note feels like a chalumeau F3 with the register key.
Left-hand thumb on the back hole and register key. Left-hand
first finger on the first ring. Left-hand second finger on the
second ring. Left-hand third finger on the third ring. Your right
hand does nothing.
F5: This note uses the register key and all left-hand fingers.
The right hand remains off the keys. This is a great note for
practicing a full left-hand grip.

Practice crossing the break by playing a note below it, like G4, and
then immediately playing B4 or C5 above it. This interval is a twelfth
and  is  the  core  technical  challenge  of  the  clarinet.  Do  not  get
discouraged.  With  consistent  practice  using  your  Clarinet
Fingering Chart For Beginners, your fingers will learn the leap.

Tips for Practicing with Your Fingering
Chart

Having  a  chart  is  only  half  the  battle.  Using  it  effectively  is  what
leads to progress. Here are some practical strategies for beginners.

Start with Just Three Notes

Do not try to memorize the entire chart in one sitting. Pick just three
notes, such as E3, F3, and G3, and practice moving between them.
Say the note name out loud before you play it. This reinforces the

connection between the written note, the fingering, and the sound.

Practice Without Blowing

This  is  a  highly  effective  technique.  Hold  your  clarinet  and  run
through  the  fingerings  for  a  sequence  of  notes  without  producing
any sound. Concentrate solely on the precise placement of your
fingertips.  This  builds  muscle  memory  without  tiring  your
embouchure. Do this in front of a mirror to ensure your fingers are
moving together and not lifting excessively.

Use a Mirror

Place a music stand with a mirror behind it. As you practice, glance
at the mirror to see your fingers. Are they flat? Are you lifting them
too high? Are your wrists straight? Good posture and hand position
are essential for speed and accuracy later on. A mirror provides
instant visual feedback that your chart cannot.

Create Your Own Study Sheets

Take  a  blank  piece  of  paper  and  draw  a  simplified  version  of  the
Clarinet Fingering Chart For Beginners for the notes you are
learning.  Writing  it  down  by  hand  reinforces  the  memory.  This
kinesthetic  learning  tool  is  surprisingly  powerful  for  locking  in
fingerings.
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Common Beginner Challenges and How
to Overcome Them

Every clarinet player, from the rank amateur to the professional, has
struggled  with  certain  aspects  of  fingering.  Recognizing  that  these
challenges are normal is the first step to overcoming them.

Squeaks and Unwanted Overtones

Squeaking is not a sign of failure; it is a sign that you are
learning. Most squeaks occur because a pad is not fully covering a

tone  hole  due  to  a  finger  being  slightly  off-center  or  not  applying
enough pressure. Other squeaks happen when the voicing in your
throat is incorrect, usually because you are tightening your throat or
not supporting your air  from your diaphragm. When you hear a
squeak, check your chart. Is your left-hand thumb properly covering
the  back  hole  while  pressing  the  register  key?  Are  your  fingers
sealing the rings completely? A small  leak from a single finger can
cause the air column to behave erratically.

Airy or Weak Tone on Low Notes

Low notes,  especially  E3  and  F3,  require  a  very  relaxed,  open
embouchure and a slow, warm stream of


