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The Timeless Appeal
of a Paper Colonial
Hat Pattern: A
Complete Guide to
Crafting History

There is something deeply satisfying
about creating a tangible piece of
history with your own hands. Whether
you are a parent helping a child
prepare for a school project, a history
teacher looking for an engaging
classroom activity, or a crafter seeking
a quick weekend project, a paper
colonial hat pattern offers a
wonderful entry point into early
American history. These iconic tricorn
hats, often associated with the
founding fathers, the American
Revolution, and the bustling streets of
colonial Williamsburg, are instantly
recognizable. More importantly, they
are surprisingly simple to make with
just a few sheets of paper, some glue,
and a little patience.

This guide will walk you through
everything you need to know about
creating your own colonial hat from
paper. We will cover the historical
context of the tricorn hat, the essential
materials and tools, a detailed step-by-
step pattern you can follow at home,
creative  variations for  different
occasions, and tips for making your
project both educational and fun. By
the end of this article, you will be fully
equipped to craft a handsome and

historically inspired hat that would look
right at home in the eighteenth
century.

Understanding the
Tricorn Hat: A Brief
Historical Context

Before we dive into the paper pattern,
it helps to understand what we are
actually recreating. The tricorn hat,
which is the most common style
associated with the term paper
colonial hat pattern, was dominant
in European and American fashion
from the late seventeenth century
through the end of the eighteenth
century. The name "tricorn" comes
from the French tricorne, meaning
“"three-horned."

These hats were typically made from
felted wool or beaver fur and were
stiffened with shellac or gum arabic to
hold their shape. The distinctive
turned-up brim, pinned in three places
to form a triangle, served a practical
purpose: it allowed soldiers and
gentlemen to carry rifles or muskets on
their shoulders without knocking off
their hats. The cocked brim also helped
channel rainwater away from the face.
While we often associate the tricorn
with the American Revolution and
figures like George Washington, it was
actually a common fashion across
Europe, worn by everyone from
military officers to merchants and
clergymen.
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When you make a paper colonial hat
pattern today, you are participating in
a long tradition of craft and historical
appreciation. Paper versions of these
hats have been used for centuries in
theatrical productions, school
pageants, and patriotic celebrations.
The beauty of using paper is that it is
accessible, inexpensive, and forgiving
for beginners.

Essential Materials
for Your Paper
Colonial Hat Pattern

One of the best things about using a
paper colonial hat pattern is that
you likely already have most of the
materials at home. Here is a complete
list of what you will need to get
started.

Core Materials

e Cardstock or heavy
construction paper. Standard
printer paper will work in a pinch,
but cardstock holds the shape
much better. Black, white, or
gray are the most historically
accurate colors, though you can
use brown or navy for a different
look.

e Scissors. A sharp pair of
scissors will make clean cuts,
which is important for the folded
brim sections.

¢ Glue or double-sided tape.
White school glue works well, but
tacky glue or a glue stick may be
easier for small hands. Double-
sided tape offers immediate hold
without waiting for drying time.

¢ A ruler. This helps with
measuring and creating sharp
fold lines.

A pencil. Use this for light
tracing and marking before
cutting.

Optional but Helpful
Materials

e A compass or round object
for tracing. You will need to
draw circles for the brim, so a
compass, a large mixing bowl, or
a dinner plate can be useful.

e Bone folder or the back of a
spoon. This helps create crisp,
professional-looking creases.

e Decorative elements.
Feathers, buckles made from foil
or cardstock, gold or silver paint,
and ribbon can all be added to
personalize your hat.

e Elastic string or ribbon. If you
want the hat to stay on while
wearing it, you can attach a chin
strap.

Step-by-Step
Instructions for
Making a Paper
Colonial Hat

Now we come to the heart of the
matter. The following instructions will
guide you through creating a classic
tricorn hat using a basic paper
colonial hat pattern. This method is
suitable for older children and adults,
and with supervision, younger children
can also participate in the simpler
steps.

Step 1: Cut the Main Crown
Piece

Begin by cutting a rectangle from your
cardstock. The rectangle should be
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approximately 12 inches tall and 18
inches wide. These dimensions can be
adjusted depending on the size of the
head the hat is intended for. A larger
rectangle will yield a taller crown. Roll
the rectangle into a cylinder shape,
overlapping the short edges by about
one inch. The cylinder should be
slightly larger than the wearer's head
circumference. Glue or tape the seam
securely. This cylinder will form the
crown of your colonial hat. Set it aside
and allow the glue to dry fully.

Step 2: Create the Brim Base

For the brim, you will need a large
circle. Using your compass or a round
template, trace and cut a circle with a
diameter of roughly 14 to 16 inches.
The exact size can vary based on the
scale of your crown, but the brim
should extend at least 3 to 4 inches
beyond the crown on all sides. Once
the circle is cut, place your dried crown
in the exact center of the circle and
trace around its base. You will now
have an inner circle drawn on your
brim circle. Inside this inner circle, cut
out a smaller oval or circle that will
allow the crown to sit inside the brim.
This hole should be just slightly smaller
than the base of the crown so that the
brim fits snugly around it.

Step 3: Assemble the Crown
and Brim

Slide the brim over the crown from the
bottom, pushing it up until the brim
sits at the desired height. Typically, the
brim should rest about an inch or two
above the bottom edge of the crown.
Apply glue around the base of the
crown where it meets the brim, and
hold it in place until it sets. You now
have a basic cocked hat base.

Step 4: Form the Tricorn
Shape

This is the defining step in any paper
colonial hat pattern. The brim needs
to be folded up and secured in three
places to create the classic triangle.
Turn the hat so that the front of the hat
(the center point) is facing you. Fold
the left side of the brim upward toward
the crown, creasing it sharply. Repeat
this with the right side of the brim.
Finally, fold the back section of the
brim upward. You should now have
three distinct flaps folded up, creating
a triangular silhouette. Use glue or
small pieces of tape to hold each
folded section in place against the
crown. You can also use decorative
pins or brads for an authentic look,
being careful not to poke through the

paper.

Step 5: Add Finishing
Touches

Your basic tricorn hat is now complete.
However, this is where you can make
the hat truly your own. Many colonial
hats featured a cockade, which is a
rosette or ribbon knot worn on the left
side. You can create a simple cockade
by pleating a strip of ribbon or paper
and gluing it in place. A feather tucked
into the fold on the left side adds a
dashing, gentlemanly flair. If you are
creating a military-style hat, you might
add a small gold or silver paper buckle
to the front. For a more polished look,
you can paint the entire hat with a thin
layer of diluted white glue or mod
podge, which will stiffen the paper and
give it a subtle sheen.
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on the Paper
Colonial Hat Pattern

Once you have mastered the basic
technique, you can explore a variety of
styles and applications. The paper
colonial hat pattern is endlessly
adaptable.

Miniature Hats for Dolls or
Decorations

If you scale down your materials, you
can create tiny tricorn hats for dolls,
action figures, or as ornaments. Use a
smaller compass and lighter paper.
These miniature hats make excellent
decorations for a Fourth of July table
setting or a history-themed party. You
can string several together to create a
festive garland.

Patriotic Color Schemes

While black is the most historically
common color, you can celebrate
American independence by using red,
white, and blue paper. Create a white
crown with a blue brim and add red
ribbon or paper stars for a bold
statement. This variation is especially
popular for Independence Day parades
and school celebrations.

Newspaper Colonial Hat

For a truly economical and eco-friendly
version, use newspaper. The paper
colonial hat pattern works
beautifully with newsprint, which is
easy to fold and manipulate. The final
hat will have a vintage, rustic
appearance that is perfect for
theatrical productions or casual
costumes. You can paint or spray-paint
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construction.
Wide-Brimmed Colonial Hat

Not all colonial hats were tricorns.
Some were simply wide-brimmed
round hats, similar to a pilgrim hat or a
Quaker hat. To make this variation,
simply skip Step 4 and leave the brim
flat. You can stiffen the brim by gluing
a second layer of cardstock to it. This
style is often easier for younger
children to make and wear.

Educational Uses for
a Paper Colonial Hat
Pattern

A paper colonial hat pattern is more
than just a craft project; it is a powerful
educational tool. Teachers and
homeschooling parents can use the
hat-making process to spark
discussions about colonial life, fashion,
and history.

Bringing History to Life

When students make their own hats,
they engage with history in a tactile
and memorable way. As they fold the
brim and shape the crown, they can
imagine what it was like to dress for a
day in the eighteenth century. This
hands-on activity pairs well with
lessons about the American
Revolution, the colonial economy, and
daily life in early settlements.

Cross-Curricular Connections

The hat-making project naturally
incorporates several academic skills.
Measuring and cutting the paper
involves geometry and spatial
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reasoning. Following the step-by-step
instructions builds reading
comprehension and sequencing skills.
And decorating the hat with symbols or
colors encourages creative expression
and an understanding of historical
symbolism. Teachers can assign a
short writing project where students
describe the person who might have
worn their hat, incorporating
vocabulary words like "tricorn,"
"cockade," and "wig."

Group Projects and
Performances

A class set of paper colonial hats can
be the centerpiece of a play, a mock
town hall meeting, or a living history
museum event. Students can take on
roles as famous figures such as George
Washington, Benjamin Franklin, or
Abigail Adams, using their hats as
costume pieces. The collaborative
effort of making multiple hats fosters
teamwork and a shared sense of
accomplishment.

Tips for Success with
Your Paper Colonial
Hat Pattern

Like any craft project, making a paper
colonial hat pattern comes with a
few challenges. Here are some expert
tips to help you achieve the best
results.

Choose the Right Paper
Weight

The single most important factor in the
success of your hat is the paper you
choose. Cardstock that is 65 to 110
pounds in weight is ideal. It is heavy
enough to hold its shape but not so
thick that it is difficult to fold or cut. If
you only have standard printer paper,
you can glue two sheets together for
added stiffness. Avoid using poster
board that is too rigid, as it may crack
when you try to fold the brim.

Measure Twice, Cut Once

Before you cut your crown rectangle or
brim circle, double-check your
measurements. It is easy to misjudge
the size, especially for the crown
height. A crown that is too short will
look squashed, while one that is too
tall may look like a stovepipe. For an
average adult head, a crown height of
5 to 6 inches is usually comfortable
and proportionate. For a child, aim for
4 to 5 inches.

Use Clothespins or Binder
Clips

When gluing the brim to the crown,
paper can shift as the glue dries. Use
clothespins or small binder clips to hold
the pieces together securely. Place
them around the circumference of the
crown where it meets the brim. This
will ensure a
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