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Most Ugly Dog In
The World

Introduction
:
Celebrating
Unconventio
nal Beauty

In a world that often
p r i z e s  p e r f e c t
p e d i g r e e  a n d
s y m m e t r i c a l
features, there exists
a  b e l o v e d
competition that flips
c o n v e n t i o n a l
standards  on  i ts
head. The title of the
most  ugly  dog  in
the world is not an
insult—it is a badge
of  honor  worn  by

c h a r m i n g l y
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l
canines.  Each  year,
the  World’s  Ugliest
Dog Contest, held in
Petaluma, California,
showcases  dogs
w h o s e  u n i q u e
appearances  have
captured  hearts
across  the  globe.
This article dives into
the fascinating world
o f  t h e s e
extraordinary  dogs,
exploring the history
of  the  contest,  the
traits  that  define
t h e m ,  a n d  t h e
deeper  message
behind  celebrating
e v e r y  d o g ’ s



individuality.

What
Defines the
World’s
Ugliest Dog?

The  term  “ugly”  in
th is  context  is  a
playful  misnomer.
Contest  judges  look
f o r  d o g s  w i t h
unusual  physical
characteristics—hairl
e s s  p a t c h e s ,
oversized  tongues,
c r o o k e d  t e e t h ,
asymmetrical  faces,
or  gangly  l imbs.
These  features ,
w h i c h  m i g h t  b e
considered flaws in a
show  ring,  become
the  very  attributes
that  make  a  dog
endearing. The most
ugly  dog  in  the
world  isn’t  truly
ugly;  rather,  it  is  a

testament  to  the
beauty  found  in
imperfection.  Many
contestants  are
rescues,  often  older
dogs  with  health
i s s u e s ,  w h o s e
appearances  reflect
a  l i fe  l i ved .  The
c o n t e s t ’ s  t r u e
p u r p o s e  i s  t o
promote  adoption
and remind us that a
dog’s worth is never
skin deep.

Key Physical
Characteristics
of Contestants

Hairlessness
or patchy
coats: Many
winners are
Chinese
Crested dogs,
a breed
naturally prone
to sparse hair.
Prominent
tongues:
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Dogs with
tongues that
hang out
permanently
due to missing
teeth or jaw
misalignment
are common
contenders.
Underbites
or overbites:
Misaligned
jaws can give
the face an
asymmetrical,
quizzical
expression.
Bulging eyes:
Some dogs
have eyes that
appear too
large for their
sockets,
adding to their
comical look.
Wrinkled,
saggy skin:
Breeds like the
Shar Pei or
Neapolitan
Mastiff often

win points for
excessive
folds.

The History
of the
World’s
Ugliest Dog
Contest

The  contest  dates
back  to  the  1970s,
when it  began as a
small  community
event  in  Petaluma,
California.  Over  the
decades,  it  gained
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
attention,  drawing
media  from  around
the  wor ld .  What
s t a r t e d  a s  a
h u m o r o u s
compet i t ion  has
e v o l v e d  i n t o  a
serious  platform  for
a d v o c a t i n g  p e t
a d o p t i o n .  T h e
w i n n e r s  o f t e n



become  celebrities,
appearing  on  talk
shows  and  even
i n s p i r i n g
merchandise.  The
most  ugly  dog  in
the  world  receives
a  t rophy,  a  cash
pr ize,  and,  most
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  a
s p o t l i g h t  t h a t
encourages  people
to consider adopting
less - than-per fec t
pets from shelters.

Notable
Winners
Through the
Years

Sam1.
(2003-2005):
A Chinese
Crested and
Chihuahua mix
who won three
times. Sam’s
nearly hairless
body and
protruding

tongue made
him an icon.
Elwood2.
(2007): A
Chinese
Crested with a
wild tuft of hair
on his head
and a
permanently
stuck-out
tongue. He
was a rescue
dog who
became a
symbol of
second
chances.
Mugly3.
(2012):
Another
Chinese
Crested,
whose name
says it all. He
had few teeth
and a sparse
coat, but his
personality
shone through.
Scamp the4.
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Tramp
(2014): A
mixed-breed
dog with a
long, straggly
beard and fur
that stood in
every
direction.
Scamp was
rescued from a
shelter just
weeks before
his win.
Martha5.
(2022): A
Neapolitan
Mastiff with
enormous
jowls and
sagging skin.
Her
expressive,
wrinkly face
captivated
judges and
audiences
alike.

The Chinese
Crested:
The
Reigning
Breed of the
“Ugly”
Crown

It  is  no  coincidence
that  many  winners
are Chinese Crested
dogs.  This  breed
naturally  exhibits
extreme  features:  a
tuft  of  hair  on  the
head, tail, and paws,
while the rest of the
body is mostly bare.
Their  skin  can  be
spotted or solid, and
their  teeth  often
pro t rude .  When
combined  with  a
unique  personality,
the Chinese Crested
becomes  a  perfect
candidate  for  the



title  of  most  ugly
dog  in  the  world.
However, the contest
is open to all breeds
and  mixes.  Judges
emphasize  that  the
“ugliness”  must  be
natural—no cosmetic
alterations or forced
express ions  are
allowed.

Why Chinese
Crested Dogs
Are So Popular
in the Contest

Their hairless
bodies
accentuate
every wrinkle,
mole, and
bone structure.
They often
have missing
teeth, making
their tongues
hang out in a
charmingly
goofy way.
Their skin

requires
special care,
which means
their owners
are devoted
and protective.
Despite their
odd
appearance,
they are
affectionate
and playful,
winning hearts
instantly.

The Deeper
Message:
Looking
Beyond
Appearance
s

The most ugly dog
i n  t h e  w o r l d
c o n t e s t  h a s  a
powerful  underlying
mission. It promotes
the  idea  that  every
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dog, no matter how
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l ,
deserves love and a
h o m e .  M a n y
contestants  are
rescue  animals  who
were  overlooked
because  of  their
looks. By celebrating
their uniqueness, the
contest  encourages
people to adopt dogs
that might otherwise
be  euthanized.  The
event  raises  funds
for  animal  welfare
organizations  and
educates  the  public
about  responsible
pet  ownership.  It
reminds us that true
beauty  is  found  in
l o y a l t y ,
companionship,  and
t h e  j o y  a  d o g
b r i n g s — n o t  i n
symmetrical faces or
perfect pedigrees.

How the
Contest
Impacts
Adoption Rates

Shelters often report
a spike in interest for
“ugly” dogs after the
contes t .  Peop le
begin  to  see  past
superficial  flaws  and
r e c o g n i z e  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  i n  a
crooked  smile  or  a
lopsided  ear.  The
most  ugly  dog  in
the world  becomes
a celebrity, but more
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t
becomes  a  symbol
for  thousands  of
similar  dogs  waiting
in kennels. Adoption
o r g a n i z a t i o n s
partner  with  the
contest  to  share
success  stories  and
h i g h l i g h t  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
s p a y i n g  a n d



neutering. The event
is  a  win-win:  dogs
find  homes,  and  the
pub l i c  learns  to
appreciate  diversity
i n  t h e  a n i m a l
kingdom.

How to Care
for a Dog
with
Extreme
Physical
Traits

Dogs  that  resemble
the most ugly dog
in the world  often
require  specialized
care. Hairless breeds
need protection from
the  sun  and  cold.
Dogs  with  exposed
tongues  may  need
regular  hydration
and  monitoring  for
dry  mouth.  Wrinkly
dogs  are  prone  to

skin  infections  if
their  folds  are  not
cleaned  properly.
Owners of such dogs
typically  become
e x p e r t s  i n
dermatology,  dental
care, and sun safety.
D e s p i t e  t h e s e
challenges, the bond
f o r m e d  w i t h  a
quirky-looking dog is
incredibly  strong.
The effort invested in
t h e i r  c a r e  o n l y
d e e p e n s  t h e
relationship.

Essential Care
Tips for
Uniquely
Featured Dogs

Sun
protection:
Apply pet-safe
sunscreen to
exposed skin
before walks.
Skin
cleaning:
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Wipe between
wrinkles with a
damp cloth
daily to
prevent
infection.
Dental care:
Dogs with
missing teeth
may need soft
food and
regular vet
checkups.
Hydration: If
the tongue
hangs out,
ensure
constant
access to fresh
water.
Temperature
management
: Use dog
sweaters in
cold weather,
and provide
shade in heat.

Popular
Culture and
the Ugly
Dog
Phenomeno
n

The most ugly dog
in  the  world  has
insp i red  books ,
calendars,  and even
a  TV  series.  These
dogs become media
darlings  precisely
because  they  defy
conventional  beauty
standards. In an age
of  curated  social
media  feeds,  the
raw,  unfiltered  look
o f  these  dogs  i s
refreshing.  People
flock  to  meet  them,
take  photos,  and
share  their  stories.
The  dogs’  owners
o f t e n  b e c o m e
advocates for rescue



and  anti-bullying
m e s s a g e s ,
encouraging children
and  adults  alike  to
embrace  their  own
unique  quirks.

Famous “Ugly”
Dogs in Pop
Culture

Martha
(2022): Her
droopy face
went viral
across social
media
platforms.
Bacon
(2019): A mix
of Chinese
Crested and
something
else, Bacon
had a hilarious
underbite that
made him a
meme.
Zsa Zsa
(2018): An
English Bulldog

with a thick
tongue and flat
face, she
starred in
several
commercials
after her win.

How the
Contest
Judges
Evaluate
Entries

J u d g e s  a r e  n o t
l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e
ugliest dog in a cruel
sense. They evaluate
dogs  on  “natural
u g l i n e s s ”  a n d
personal i ty.  The
cr i te r ia  inc lude
unusual appearance,
odd  behavior,  and
charisma. A dog that
stands still  on stage
might  lose  to  one
that  wags  its  tai l
aggress ive ly  o r
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sneezes  into  the
microphone.  The
most  ugly  dog  in
the world often has
a  s t r o n g  s t a g e
presence—unafraid
to  be  i t se l f .  The
judges also consider
the story behind the
dog;  rescues  and
senior dogs often get
ex t ra  a t ten t i on
b e c a u s e  t h e i r
“ u g l i n e s s ”  i s  a
testament  to  their
resilience.

Judging Criteria
in Detail

Natural1.
ugliness:
Must be
inherent, not
caused by
injury or
mutilation.
Personality:2.
How the dog
interacts with
humans and

other dogs.
Uniqueness:3.
Does the dog
stand out from
previous
winners?
Audience4.
reaction: A
dog that
makes the
crowd laugh or
gasp often
gets bonus
points.
Story: If the5.
dog was
rescued, that
adds
emotional
weight.

Conclusion:
Beauty is in
the Eye of
the
Beholder

The most ugly dog
in  the  wor ld  i s



never truly ugly—it is
memorable,  lovable,
and  a  champion  of
individual ity.  By
celebrating  these
dogs,  we  challenge
our  own biases  and
learn  to  see beauty
in diversity. Whether
you  own  a  Chinese
C r e s t e d ,  a
Neapolitan  Mastiff,
or  a  mixed-breed
m u t t  w i t h  a
snaggletooth,  the
message  is  clear:
every  dog  deserves
a  loving  home.  The

contest proves that a
d o g ’ s  w o r t h  i s
measured  in  ta i l
wags,  sloppy kisses,
and  unwaver ing
l o y a l t y — n o t  i n
symmetry  or  coat
quality. So next time
you see a  dog that
doesn’t  fit  the
standard  mold,  give
it  a  scratch  behind
the ears.  You might
just be looking at the
next  most  ugly  dog
in  the  world—and
that  is  something
truly  beautiful.


