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Michael Jordan Nba Career Stats

The Unmatched Legacy:
Understanding Michael
Jordan's NBA Career
Stats

When the conversation turns to the greatest
basketball players of all time, one name
inevitably rises above the rest: Michael Jordan.
His impact on the NBA transcends statistics, but
to truly appreciate his genius, we must dive into

the numbers. Michael Jordan's NBA career stats
paint a picture of sustained excellence, clutch
performance, and an unwavering will to win.
From his rookie season with the Chicago Bulls
to his final championship with the Washington
Wizards, Jordan's statistical achievements
remain a benchmark for greatness. In this
article, we will explore the key figures that
define his career, breaking down his scoring,
efficiency, playoff heroics, and defensive
prowess. By the end, you will understand why
the "Michael Jordan NBA career stats"



discussion is not just about numbers—it's about
the legend behind them.

The Foundation: Regular Season
Averages and Totals

Michael Jordan played 15 NBA seasons,
amassing 1,072 regular-season games. His
career averages are staggering: 30.1 points, 6.2
rebounds, 5.3 assists, and 2.3 steals per game.
To put that in perspective, no other player in
NBA history has averaged over 30 points per
game for an entire career (minimum 400
games). Jordan's scoring title count—10—is the
most ever, and he achieved it in consecutive
seasons from 1986-87 to 1992-93, then again
from 1995-96 to 1997-98.

His total points: 32,292 (fifth all-time at his

retirement, though now surpassed by LeBron
James, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, and a few
others). But Jordan's efficiency is what sets him
apart. He shot 49.7% from the field, an
excellent mark for a guard who took a high
volume of contested mid-range shots. His free-
throw percentage of 83.5% and his ability to get
to the line (over 8 attempts per game for his
career) show his relentless attacking style.

Key regular-season milestones include:

Points per game (PPG): 30.12 - highest
in NBA history.
10 scoring titles: An NBA record.
All-Star appearances: 14 (he missed
only his injury-shortened 1985-86 season
and his comeback year in 1994-95).
All-NBA First Team: 10 times
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(1987-1993, 1996-1998).
All-Defensive First Team: 9 times.
Defensive Player of the Year: 1988.

The Scoring Machine: A Deep Dive into
Jordan's Points

Jordan's scoring consistency is legendary. He
averaged over 30 points per game in eight
separate seasons, including a career-high 37.1
PPG in 1986-87. That season, he became the
first player since Wilt Chamberlain to score
3,000 points in a single season. During his
prime, Jordan's scoring didn't dip in the
playoffs—it actually increased. His playoff
scoring average of 33.4 PPG remains the
highest in NBA history.

What made him so unstoppable? His footwork,

mid-range jumper, and ability to finish at the
rim. He also developed a reliable three-point
shot later in his career, though it was never his
primary weapon. His career three-point
percentage was 32.7%, but in clutch moments,
he often delivered from beyond the arc. Perhaps
his most iconic statistical feat is the 63-point
playoff game against the Boston Celtics in 1986,
a performance that made Larry Bird call him
"God disguised as Michael Jordan."

Playoff Greatness: Where Legends
Are Made

Michael Jordan's NBA career stats truly shine in
the postseason. In 179 playoff games, he
averaged 33.4 points, 6.4 rebounds, 5.7 assists,
and 2.1 steals. He won six NBA championships
(1991, 1992, 1993, 1996, 1997, 1998) and was



named Finals MVP each time. His playoff
performances include some of the most
memorable moments in sports history: "The
Shot" against Cleveland in 1989, the "Flu
Game" in 1997, and the game-winning steal and
shot in 1998 against the Utah Jazz.

Jordan's playoff scoring titles: He led the
playoffs in scoring in every season he won a
championship. His playoff PER (Player
Efficiency Rating) of 28.6 is the highest all-time
among players with significant playoff
appearances. He also holds the record for most
40-point playoff games (38) and most 50-point
playoff games (8, including two in the same
series against the Phoenix Suns in 1993).

Clutch Performance: The Numbers Behind
the Myth

Statisticians have studied Jordan's clutch
numbers extensively. In "clutch" situations
(defined as the last five minutes of a game with
a score difference of five points or less),
Jordan's shooting percentage hovered around
50%. He made 9 game-winning playoff shots,
the most in NBA history. His ability to elevate
his game when it mattered most is reflected in
his stats: in Finals games, he averaged 33.6
points, 6.0 rebounds, and 6.0 assists, with a
48.1% field goal percentage.

One notable stat: Jordan never lost a Finals
series. His six-for-six record is a testament to
his leadership and ability to perform under
pressure. His career playoff plus-minus (a



Michael Jordan Nba Career Stats

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Jaylen & Riley • The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single page. • Page
5

measure of team performance while he was on
the court) was +10.1, indicating that the Bulls
were significantly better with him playing.

Defensive Dominance: More Than
Just Scoring

Many casual fans focus only on Jordan's
offensive numbers, but his Michael Jordan NBA
career stats also include elite defensive
contributions. He won the Defensive Player of
the Year award in 1988, a rare honor for a
guard. He led the league in steals three times
(1988, 1990, 1993) and finished his career with
2,514 steals (third all-time at his retirement).

His block numbers for a guard are also
impressive: 893 career blocks, which is the
most among shooting guards. He used his

incredible leaping ability and timing to reject
shots from taller players. His defensive rating
(points allowed per 100 possessions) was
consistently below league average, and he was
named to the All-Defensive First Team nine
times. Jordan's defensive impact is often
underrated in the "stat sheet" but was a huge
part of the Bulls' dynasty.

Advanced Metrics and Efficiency

To fully understand Michael Jordan's NBA
career stats, we must also consider advanced
analytics. His career Player Efficiency Rating
(PER) is 27.91, which ranks first in NBA
history (minimum 10,000 minutes). His Win
Shares per 48 minutes is 0.2745, also first all-
time. These metrics show that Jordan not only
produced huge numbers but did so with extreme



efficiency relative to league average.

His Usage Rate (percentage of team possessions
he used while on the floor) was high—over 33%
in many seasons—but his True Shooting
Percentage (a measure that accounts for three-
pointers and free throws) was 56.9%, well
above average for a high-volume scorer.
Jordan's assist-to-turnover ratio (1.85) was solid
for a shooting guard, and his rebound rate was
excellent for his position.

Comparing Jordan's Stats to Other
Legends

When discussing Michael Jordan NBA career
stats, comparisons to LeBron James, Kobe
Bryant, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, and Wilt
Chamberlain are inevitable. Jordan's career

scoring average (30.1) is higher than any of
them. His playoff scoring average (33.4) is also
the best. However, LeBron has surpassed Jordan
in  to ta l  po in t s  and  ass i s t s .  Jordan ' s
championships (6) and Finals MVPs (6) stand
as a benchmark. Statistically, Jordan's PER and
Win Shares top every player in history,
indicating that peak dominance and longevity
combine to create an unmatched statistical
legacy.

The Comeback and Final Seasons

After retiring in 1993 to play baseball, Jordan
returned in 1995 and led the Bulls to three more
championships. His stats during the second
three-peat were slightly lower than his pre-
retirement peak—averaging around 29.6 PPG
in the 1995-96 season—but still elite. In his
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final two seasons with the Washington Wizards
(2001-2003), he averaged 21.5 and 20.0 points
per game, remarkable for a 40-year-old. Even at
an advanced age, his basketball IQ and
fundamentals kept him productive.

Conclusion: The Numbers Behind the
Man

Michael Jordan's NBA career stats are more
than a collection of digits; they are the
mathematical confirmation of his greatness.
From his record scoring titles to his unmatched

playoff averages, Jordan's numbers tell a story
of relentless drive and unstoppable talent. He
didn't just play the game—he redefined it.
Whether you look at his 30.1 career points per
game, his six championships, or his league-
leading defensive accolades, every stat
reinforces why he is often called the GOAT.
For fans and analysts alike, the Michael Jordan
NBA career stats will always serve as a gold
standard, a reminder of what peak performance
looks like in the world's most demanding
basketball league.


