
Case Study Houses 1945 1966 The
California Impetus Taschen Basic

Architecture

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Maximilian & Li •
Knowledge is power. • Page 1

Case Study
Houses 1945 1966

The California
Impetus Taschen

Basic Architecture

Mid-Century
Modern
Roots:
Understandi
ng the Case
Study House
Program

The period between
1 9 4 5  a n d  1 9 6 6  i n
California witnessed an

e x t r a o r d i n a r y
architectural experiment
that came to be known
as the Case Study House
Program. Spearheaded
by  John Entenza ,
e d i t o r  o f  A r t s  &
Architecture magazine,
this initiative sought to
create affordable,
modern, and efficient
homes for the post-
World War II housing
boom. The program



enlisted some of the
most forward-thinking
architects of the era,
including Richard
Neutra, Charles and
Ray Eames ,  Pierre
K o e n i g ,  C r a i g
Ellwood, and Raphael
Soriano, among others.
Their mission was not
merely to design houses,
but to redefine the
American dream of
homeownership through
innovative materials,
open floor plans, and an
integration with the
California landscape.
The Taschen publication
Case Study Houses 1945
1966 The California
Impetus Taschen Basic
Architecture serves as a
definitive visual and
textual guide to this
seminal movement,
d i s t i l l i ng  i t s  co re
principles and most
iconic projects into a

compact, accessible
volume.

The term “Case Study
Houses” itself suggests
a scientific,
experimental approach.
E a c h  h o m e  w a s
intended to be a real-
w o r l d  p r o t o t y p e ,
exploring how new
materials like steel,
glass ,  and plywood
c o u l d  b e  u s e d
economically without
sacrificing aesthetics.
The program produced
36 designs, though not
all were built. Those
that were constructed,
h o w e v e r ,  b e c a m e
touchstones of modern
residential architecture.
The Taschen Basic
Architecture edition
carefully curates the
most influential
examples, offering
photographs, floor plans,
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and contextual essays
that explain why the
program remains  a
t o u c h s t o n e  f o r
architects and design
enthusiasts today.

The
California
Impetus:
Why
Southern
California
Was the
Ideal
Laboratory

The subt i t le  of  the
Taschen volume — The
California Impetus — is
key to understanding the
program’s success.
Southern California in
the mid-20th century
was a unique confluence

of factors: a booming
populat ion,  a  mi ld
climate, available land,
and a culture open to
experimentation. The
r e g i o n ’ s  p o s t w a r
prosperity, fueled by
aerospace and defense
industries, created a
d e m a n d  f o r  n e w
housing. At the same
t i m e ,  a  s p i r i t  o f
optimism and a desire to
break from traditional
East Coast architectural
s ty les  encouraged
radical  thinking.

California’s climate
allowed for indoor-
outdoor living, which
became a hallmark of
Case Study houses.
Large sl iding glass
doors, cantilevered
roofs, and open plans
blurred the line between
interior and exterior.
Architects could use



lightweight materials
because they did not
have to contend with
snow loads or harsh
winters. The landscape
itself — with its hills,
canyons, and ocean
views — became an
integral  part  of the
design. The Taschen
book highlights how
t h e s e  r e g i o n a l
conditions were not
merely background but
active participants in the
design process. For
instance, the Stahl
House (Case Study
House #22) by Pierre
K o e n i g  f a m o u s l y
perches on a Hollywood
hillside, its glass walls
offering a panoramic
view of Los Angeles
that seems to float above
the city.

Key
Architects
and Their
Landmark
Case Study
Houses

The Taschen Basic
Architecture series is
known for its concise
yet thorough profiles,
and this volume is no
exception. Below are
s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t
celebrated architects
and projects featured in
the book.

Charles and Ray
Eames – Case
Study House #8

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t
famous of  a l l  Case
Study houses, the Eames
House  (1949)  was
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d e s i g n e d  b y  t h e
husband-and-wife team
as their own residence
and studio. Constructed
from prefabricated steel
components, the house
emphasizes modularity
and industrial materials.
Its colorful panels, open
l i v i n g  s p a c e ,  a n d
in tegra t ion  wi th  a
e u c a l y p t u s  g r o v e
exemplify the program’s
ideals. The Taschen
vo lume  ded i ca t e s
considerable attention to
the Eames’ innovative
use of off-the-shelf
parts, showing how they
created a warm, human-
scaled home from what
were typically factory
materials.

Pierre Koenig –
Case Study House

#21 (Bailey House)
and #22 (Stahl
House)

Pierre Koenig’s designs
are among the most
photographically iconic
of the entire program.
Case Study House #21,
also known as the Bailey
House, is a single-story
glass-and-steel box that
appears to hover over its
site in Los Angeles.
Koenig’s mastery of
structural steel allowed
for minimal framing
a n d  m a x i m u m
transparency. Case
Study House #22, the
Stahl House, is arguably
the program’s most
reproduced image — a
shot of the glass-walled
living room with the
lights of Los Angeles
glittering below. The
Taschen book captures



these houses in their
prime, with images that
convey both their stark
modernity and their
sublime connection to
the city.

Craig Ellwood –
Case Study House
#16 and #18

Craig Ellwood brought a
sense of refined
elegance to the Case
Study program. His
designs often featured
exposed steel beams,
floating staircases, and
a s y m m e t r i c a l
compositions. Case
Study House #18 (the
F i e l d s  H o u s e )  i n
Beverly Hills is a prime
example: a two-story
residence with a glass-
enclosed living room
a n d  a  d r a m a t i c
cantilevered balcony.

Ellwood’s work bridged
the gap between the
industrial aesthetic of
Koenig and the warm
m o d e r n i s m  o f  t h e
Eameses. The Taschen
guide includes detailed
plans that show how
El lwood  ach ieved
spatial  clarity with
simple, powerful forms.

Richard Neutra –
Case Study House
#6 (The O’Neill
House) and #20
(The Bass House)

Richard Neutra was
already a renowned
arch i t ec t  when  he
joined the program, but
h i s  C a s e  S t u d y
contributions refined his
already signature style
o f  “ i n t e r n a t i o n a l
modernism” with a
California twist. The
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O’Neill House (1947)
and the Bass House
( 1 9 5 8 )  b o t h
demonstrate his ability
to create intimate spaces
within bold structural
frames. Neutra paid
meticulous attention to
the psychological needs
o f  i n h a b i t a n t s ,
incorporating elements
like sloping ceilings and
dramatic fenestration
that framed specific
views. The Taschen
volume uses his houses
to illustrate how the
program evolved from
e a r l y  p o s t w a r
experiments to more
sophisticated, site-
specific designs.

Design
Principles

That Defined
the Case
Study
Houses

The Taschen Case Study
Houses 1945 1966 The
California Impetus
distills several core
principles that recur
across the program:

Open Floor
Plans: The
elimination of
interior walls in
favor of fluid
spaces that could
adapt to changing
family needs.
Living, dining,
and kitchen areas
often merged
into one generous
volume.
Indoor-Outdoor
Integration:



Generous use of
glass, sliding
doors, and
sheltered patios
allowed residents
to live in constant
visual and
physical
connection with
the outdoors.
Industrial
Materials: Steel
framing, glass
panels, plywood,
and concrete
blocks were used
not as cheap
alternatives but
as honest
expressions of
structure and
form.
Modularity and
Prefabrication:
Many houses
used standardized
components that
could be mass-
produced,

reducing costs
and construction
time. This
reflected the
program’s goal of
creating
affordable
housing for a
wide market.
Minimalist
Aesthetics:
Clean lines, flat
roofs, and an
absence of
ornamentation.
Beauty came
from proportion,
light, and
material quality
rather than
applied
decoration.
Site
Responsiveness:
Each house was
designed to take
advantage of its
specific lot —
hillside views,
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existing trees,
sun angles, and
prevailing
breezes. This was
not a one-size-
fits-all approach.

The Legacy
of the Case
Study
Houses in
Modern
Architecture

The impact of the Case
Study House program
extended far beyond the
1950s and 1960s. It
influenced countless
residential architects
worldwide, from the
minimal steel-and-glass
houses of the United
Sta tes  to  the  h igh-
modernist  vi l las of
Europe and Japan. The

T a s c h e n  B a s i c
Archi tecture  book
places the program
w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r
nar ra t ive  of  20 th-
century design, showing
how its experiments
paved  the  way  fo r
c o n t e m p o r a r y
movements like mid-
c e n t u r y  m o d e r n
r e v i v a l i s m  a n d
a r c h i t e c t u r a l
minimalism .

Today ,  many  Case
S t u d y  h o u s e s  a r e
designated historic
landmarks, meticulously
p r e s e r v e d  b y  n e w
owners who understand
their significance. They
appear in films,
advertisements, and
coffee table books as
symbols  of  a  more
optimistic, forward-
looking era. Yet the
program’s  original



mission — to provide
affordable, mass-
p r o d u c e d  m o d e r n
homes  — was  on ly
partially realized. The
houses were often too
expensive for average
families, and the use of
steel and glass required
maintenance that many
could not afford.
Nevertheless, the ideas
they embodied remain
deeply influential.
Concepts l ike open
p lann ing ,  i ndoor -
outdoor flow, and the
honest expression of
mate r i a l s  a re  now
s t a n d a r d  i n
c o n t e m p o r a r y
residential architecture.

The Taschen volume is
particularly valuable
because it presents the
houses not as isolated
masterpieces but as part
o f  a  s y s t e m a t i c

e x p l o r a t i o n .  B y
comparing floor plans
and elevations across
different Case Study
houses, readers can see
how architects iterated
on common themes.
The book’s compact
format (typical of the
Basic Architecture
series) makes it an ideal
i n t r o d u c t i o n  f o r
students, architects, and
enthusiasts who want a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
overview without the
we igh t  o f  a  l a rge r
monograph.

Why the
Taschen
Basic
Architecture
Edition
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Matters

W i t h  d e c a d e s  o f
d i s t ance  f rom the
original program, it is
easy to romanticize the
Case Study Houses as
relics of a bygone era.
However, the Taschen
edi t ion Case S tudy
Houses 1945 1966 The
California Impetus
T a s c h e n  B a s i c
Architecture serves a
v i t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l
p u r p o s e .  I t
contextual izes  the
houses within postwar
history, explains the
technical innovations
t h a t  m a d e  t h e m
possible, and offers
visual documentation
that is both beautiful
and informative. The
book’s author, Peter
Gössel (editor of the
series), and contributing

writers ensure that the
narrative is clear and
engag ing  fo r  bo th
special is ts  and the
general  public.

Moreover, the book
acknowledges  the
program’s limitations
and contradictions. It
does not pretend that all
Case Study houses were
perfect,  nor does it
ignore the social and
economic forces that
s h a p e d  t h e m .  F o r
instance, the program
was largely oriented
toward white, middle-
class families, and few
houses addressed the
needs  of  a  racia l ly
d i v e r s e  o r  m u l t i -
generational population.
By present ing  th is
history honestly, the
T a s c h e n  v o l u m e
encourages readers to
think critically about the



relationship between
architecture and society.

For anyone interested in
mid-century modern
design, the Case Study
House s  r ema in  an
essential touchstone.
The Taschen Basic
Archi tecture  book
provides a portable,
accessible entry point
— a concise yet richly
il lustrated journey
through 21 years of
innovation. Whether
you are an architecture
s t u d e n t  s e e k i n g
i n s p i r a t i o n ,  a
homeowner looking to
incorporate modern
elements, or simply a
lover  of  beau t i fu l
design, this volume
deserves a place on your
shelf.

How to
Explore
Case Study
Houses
Today

M a n y  C a s e  S t u d y
houses  are  pr iva te
residences and not open
to the public, but a few
can be viewed from the
street or visited during
special events.  The
Eames House in Pacific
Palisades, California, is
open for tours.  The
Stahl House (Case Study
House #22) also offers
o c c a s i o n a l  t o u r s .
Additionally, the book
serves as a virtual tour,
with photographs that
capture the houses in
their prime and as they
exist today. For those
unable to travel, online
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archives including the
Arts & Architecture
b a c k  c a t a l o g  a n d
museum exhibitions
provide further depth.

Using the Taschen guide
as a  s tart ing point ,
readers can explore the
broader ecosystem of
California modernism,
including the work of
architects like John
Lautner, A. Quincy
Jones, and William
Wurster, who were not
part of the Case Study
program but shared its
e thos .  The  book ’ s
b i b l i o g r a p h y  a n d
references also point to
more specialized texts
for those who wish to go
deeper.

Conclusion

The Case Study House

program of 1945–1966
was not merely a series
o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l
experiments; it was a
cultural declaration that
modern design could
improve everyday life.
The Taschen Basic
Architecture volume,
Case Study Houses 1945
1966 The California
Impetus, captures that
spirit with clarity and
elegance. Through its
pages ,  readers  can
appreciate how a small
group of architects,
supported by a visionary
editor and a receptive
public, created some of
the most influential
homes  o f  the  20 th
century. This book is
both  a  homage to  a
remarkable period and
an invitation to carry its
l e s s o n s  —  a b o u t
simplicity, innovation,
and the joy of living



with space and light — into the future.


